
 

BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

  

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity as well as other categories; and 

WHEREAS, the Lansing Sister Cities Commission has a sister city relationship with St. 
Petersburg, Russia; and 

WHEREAS, the governments of St. Petersburg and the Russian Federation have been 
involved in the systematic violation of the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and allied people; and 

WHEREAS, St. Petersburg city officials failed to protect the safety of LGBT and allied 
activists on June 29, 2013, which resulted in the beatings and arrests of 60 LGBT and 
allied activists; and 

WHEREAS, laws and policies that violate human rights are contrary to the values and 
policies of the City of Lansing and its residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lansing City Council strongly 
condemns the widespread abuses of human rights being perpetrated in St. Petersburg; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lansing City Council requests that the Lansing 
Sister Cities Commission provide its counterpart(s) in St. Petersburg within 90 days 
following the passage of this resolution to reject its discriminatory laws and take decisive 
action to protect LGBT and allied citizens from violence, harassment and discrimination; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that unless significant action is taken by St. Petersburg 
to protect its LGBT and allied citizens from discrimination within 90 days of the passage 
of this resolution, the Lansing City Council recommends the Lansing Sister Cities 
Commission begin the process of severing formal ties with the City of St. Petersburg, 
Russia; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lansing City Council requests the City of 
Lansing Human Relations and Community Service Advisory Board prepare a report 
summarizing current human rights issues and challenges in each of Lansing’s sister cities 
and submit the report to the Lansing City Council within 180 days of the passage of this 
resolution. 


