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Between Ourselves is a weekly feature that highlights members of Michigan’s LGBT and al-
lied community. To recommend someone for Between Ourselves, e-mail Jessica at jessica@
pridesource.com

Rev. Mark Bidwell is the senior pastor at the Metropolitan Community Church 
of Detroit. Ordained in 1997, the 50-year-old Ferndale resident is a father, ardent community sup-
porter and yes, men – he is single.

1 What was your coming out experi-
ence?

Harriet Dart, who was president of 
P-FLAG the night in 1988 I called her very upset 
about coming out, kept me alive. She called me 
every half hour to make sure I was OK. I had 
just separated from my wife and young children. 
I was despondent, shaken up. Alone.

Earlier in the week I had called my own pas-
tor, a Southern Baptist minister, for his support 
and prayers. He told me never to come back to 
his church again. I was afraid I would never see 
my family again.

Harriet coun-
seled me to take 
things one day at a 
time, reassured me 
P-FLAG was there 
for me, that others 
had a similar faith 
crisis and journey to 
acceptance.

Spiritually, 
I drifted about for 
awhile without a 
church home, until 
I found out about 
MCC-Detroit through 
�V�R�P�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����0�\���¿�U�V�W���6�X�Q�G�D�\���Z�D�V���V�R���Z�H�O�F�R�P-
�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���V�H�U�P�R�Q���Z�D�V���V�H�O�I���D�I�¿�U�P�L�Q�J���I�R�U���P�H�����7�K�H��
choir sang an old familiar hymn: “Blessed As-
surance.” I was deeply moved.

I knew this was where I needed to be, and 
I’ve stayed ever since.

2 How do you bring your own experiences 
into your work at the MCC?   

When I get a call from someone tell-
ing me he or she is married with children and is 
gay or lesbian, I want to tell them: been there 
done that. My own experiences in being the 
whole gay person that I am help me relate one-
on-one to those I minister to.

�,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���� �,�¶�Y�H�� �O�R�V�W�� �M�R�E�V���� �,�¶�Y�H�� �¿�O�H�G��
for bankruptcy. Been without transportation for 
a year. Lost loved ones. Cared for a father with 
Alzheimer’s. Had my son serve in Iraq – not 
once, but twice.

And on the joyful side, I’ve also celebrated 
life and love with a same-sex partner. Soon, I will 
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���E�L�U�W�K���R�I���P�\���¿�U�V�W���J�U�D�Q�G�F�K�L�O�G��

I believe that from all our human experi-
ences, we have an opportunity to grow and to 
learn about ourselves, others and our world.

3 Many LGBT people struggle to reconcile 
their faith and their sexual orientation. 
What is your advice to them?
Too many LGBT religious seekers get hurt, 

disoriented, denigrated by some  fundamentalist 
churches who thoughtlessly condemn them for 
being who they are, preaching a gospel that is 
foreign to the message of love and acceptance 
that Jesus taught.

My philosophy is that I’m here to help 
church-alienated persons restore their relation-
�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G���L�Q���D���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���D�I�¿�U�P�V���W�K�H�P��

as whole and worthwhile children of God.
It’s a struggle, to be sure. We have the 

right-wing hate mongers telling us we can’t be 
gay and Christian on the one hand; and we have 
many LGBT people, on the other, asking us why 
�Z�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����%�H�L�Q�J��
part of the LGBT community, we often lose a 
lot of advantages heterosexuals take for granted. 
But when we loose our faith, that is the absolute 
worse thing for so many of us. With open and 
�D�I�¿�U�P�L�Q�J�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���� �Z�H�� �F�D�Q�� �U�H�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�� �*�R�G�� �L�Q��
a new light.   

4 Why do you be-
lieve it’s impor-
tant to give back 

to the LGBT com-
munity?

When I came out 
�,���V�R�R�Q���D�O�V�R���I�R�X�Q�G���$�I�¿�U-
mations, PFLAG, Tri-
angle Foundation. They 
were there for me. They 
offered me hope, inspi-
ration, a sense of place. 
Along with giving back 
to the LGBT commu-
nity, I now am blessed 

to give back to the city of Ferndale as a Police 
Chaplain.

If everyone in the world gave some of 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �W�L�P�H���� �W�D�O�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �K�H�O�S�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
�Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W�V�����R�X�U���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���P�X�F�K���E�H�W�W�H�U��
place.

For LGBTs, instead of fighting among 
ourselves for the “almighty” dollar, we might 
consider sharing and offering our resources 
and talents with each other. When that happens, 
everyone wins. It isn’t just about individuals giv-
ing back – it’s about organizations giving back 
to others. At MCC-Detroit Detroit, we open our 
doors for free to organizations that need space 
for services or meetings.

5 In what ways do you stay involved in the 
gay community?

I volunteer with the Motor City Pride 
committee and do a mass commitment ceremony 
�E�H�I�R�U�H���3�U�L�G�H�����D�Q�G���,�¶�Y�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���$�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
answering the hot line, as a youth facilitator and 
on the Board of Directors.

I’m also on the Transgender Day of Remem-
brance Committee for its annual service held at 
�0�&�&�����'�H�W�U�R�L�W�����,���W�U�\���W�R���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���5�X�W�K��
�(�O�O�L�V���+�R�X�V�H�����7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H�����$�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���+�5�&��

On another level, I help get my church 
involved with the community.

As pastor and as a committed Christian, 
I’ve been truly blessed to lead and to have a 
congregation that is dedicated to supporting our 
LGBT and allied community with dedicated 
�W�L�P�H�����H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���W�D�O�H�Q�W�V�����¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�S-
port and outreach. Together, we’ve come a very 
long way.

To learn more about MCC-Detroit, visit www.
mccdetroit.org.
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�B�^�X�]�^�\�V�c

Seeking ‘Rakers 
Who CARE’

The Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality, 
a children’s advocacy group working to secure 
the legal recognition of parent-child relation-
ships in all families regardless of the parents’ 
marital status or sexual orientation, is looking 
for volunteers.

Rakers, to be exact.
Rakers will be asked to commit to four 

hours of raking. They will work in teams, each 
with a team captain. Event organizers will pro-
vide team captains with instructions and team 
captains will relay that information to team mem-
bers. Raking will be done for households in the 
Ann Arbor area. Raking has already started, but 
will also take place on these upcoming weekend 
days: Oct. 24, 25 and 31 and Nov. 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 
21, 22, 28 and 29.

All proceeds will go to CARE, which is 
working to pass a bill that would allow for two 
unmarried parents to jointly adopt a child from 
foster care, and would also allow an already 
existing parent to consent to his or her partner to 
adopt the child they are raising together. The bill 
was introduced in the House of Representatives 
by Rep. Alma Wheeler-Smith and has passed the 
Judiciary Committee.

According to CARE, “In Michigan, some 
children have two parents, yet only one is legally 
recognized. Children need to have a legal rela-
tionship with both of their parents as it guarantees 
�W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D���K�R�V�W���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V��
and provides security.”

To sign up, e-mail CARE at rakeforcare@
gmail.com. Include a name and phone number in 
the message. Teams or indiviuals accepted.

For more information, visit CARE’s Web 
site at www.secondparentadoption.org.

Detroit: Start somethin’

 BY CRYSTAL A. PROXMIRE

For two days in Detroit, an ambitious group 
of African Americans – gay, straight, bisexual 
and transgender – will use group-process therapy 
to create a unique kind of dialogue about how 
race, gender, attractionality, stereotypes and 
social justice affect individuals in the black 
community.

The Wanna Be Startin’ Somethin’ program 
takes place Oct. 24 and 25 at the University of 
Detroit Mercy Commerce and Finance Build-
ing. The two-day dialogue is free and African 
Americans of all orientations are encouraged 
to attend.

Detroit native Dr. Amorie Robinson, one of 
the facilitators of the group, hopes that heteroat-
tractional black people will attend. “For many, 
�W�K�L�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���±���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���±���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\��
to talk to non-heteroattractional people and ask 
questions without fear of being put down or 
being called homophobic,” Robinson said. “We 
expect there is going to be discomfort, but with 
well-structured group process, that discomfort 
can help move the group forward.”

In the discussion sessions, participants will 
meet with others who share their identities to 
come up with issues that are important to them 
and stereotypes they would like to dispel. Then 
the groups will come together to see where the 
commonalities lie, and determined what bridges 
can be mended. Robinson says this type of pro-
gram is different from roundtable discussions 
and panels because it allows people to feel 
comfortable asking questions as a group with 

others who share their identities, and knowing 
they are not the only ones who have similar 
questions.

Crystalee Crain is a former board member 
of Sistahs Providing Intelligence Creativity 
and Empowerment who is coming from her 
hometown of Flint to help facilitate the homoat-
tractional black women’s discussion group.

“This event means a lot to me and I want 
people of color to understand that being LGBTQ 
is not something that divides us.  For too long 
this is the message that I’ve been getting and I 
know I’m not the only one,” Crain said. 

She predicts that others in her group will 
want to talk about relations with other people 
such at co-workers and families. She also says 
that religion may be an issue for some people, 
and the perception that some faith-based AIDS 
support programs may be biased against the 
gay community.

Robinson also thinks that men in the group 
“may want to talk about the idea of manhood 
and what that is.”

“We want to talk about the things we can 
agree on,” Robinson added. “Things we all 
know, like that our culture socializes us to be 
heteroattractional. Also that we are all people 
who want to live our lives and be accepted for 
who we are. Everybody feels that way, and that 
is where we may be able to connect.”

Robinson, Crane and the other facilitators 
came up with a list of reasons why people, 
particularly heteroattractional people, should 
attend. “One reason is there is a lot of confusion 
about gay people – who they are and how they 

live,” Robinson said. “Another good reason is 
that more and more people are coming out at 
younger ages and it would behoove heteroat-
tractional people to know how to react in a way 
that won’t alienate them. This would give them 
the tools to know how to respond. 

“I’m realizing that a lot of heteroattrac-
tional people are hiding someone in their family 
who is gay.”

The program will also give homoattraction-
al people the chance to ask questions and learn 
how to better relate to people in all groups.

Wanna Be Startin’ Somethin’ is sponsored 
by the Aracus Foundation, The University of De-
troit Mercy Psychology Clinic and the African 
American Studies Program. There is no cost to 
attend, but space is limited so pre-registration 
is required. 

For more information, call Dr. Robinson at 313-
570-1543, e mail detroitstartsomething@gmail.
com, or register online at http://surveys.polldaddy.
com/s/7DB64D19634AOFE.

Stunning: Avedon’s fashion legacy at DIA
BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Richard Avedon was 21, virtually 
�X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �K�H�� �W�R�R�N�� �K�L�V�� �¿�U�V�W�� �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q��
photos for Harper’s Bazaar.

Alexey Brodovitch, the publication’s 
autocratic art director, had an uncanny in-
tuition that Avedon – whose portfolio then 
consisted mainly of pictures and portraits 
taken while also serving in the Merchant 
Marines – if given the opportunity, might 
revolutionize the faltering fashion indus-
try. 

How right Alexey was! Avedon proved 
�W�R�� �E�H�� �D�� �R�Q�F�H���L�Q���D���O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H�� �¿�Q�G���� ���:�K�H�Q�� �K�H��
died from a brain hemorrhage in 2004, he 
left behind a legacy of 500,000 negatives.)

Avedon set up his own studio in 1946, 
feeding vivid, fresh-vision images to Vogue 
and Life magazines, and shortly thereafter 
became Harper’s chief photographer. He 
was soon sent by Brodovitch to Paris, as-
signed to visually reestablish the fashion 
capitol’s reputation as acknowledged center 
of haut couture, following the censorious 
Nazi occupation of 1940 to 1944. 

An almost herculean task for a young 
fashion photographer, Avedon succeeded 
beyond all expectations to revitalize Paris 
in its traditional domain. His photos were – 

and still are – innovative, alive, humorous, 
sophisticated, chic – unlike anything else 
that had been seen before in the world of 
high fashion. Harper’s – and the world of 
fashion – thrived on his creative work. Other 
photographers learned from him.

Fashion photography before Avedon 
was static, rarely embellished or framed 
by setting, attempt at mood presentation, 
�F�D�P�H�U�D�� �À�D�L�U���� �L�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�� �P�R�W�L�R�Q���� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�R�X�V��
�F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���� �À�X�L�G�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �O�L�Q�H���� �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
exquisite and “exact” models, or inclusion 
of eager rich and famous personages – and 
an occasional elephant or two – as partici-
pants in the photos. 

And always, no matter how dresses 
and fashion accouterments were presented, 
the main focus was on the designer clothes 
themselves and the grace and beauty of the 
models glorifying them. These are legend-
ary: Suzy Parker, his wife Doe Avedon, 
Dovina, Carmen, Renee, Penelope Tree, 
China Machado, Elizabeth Taylor, Barbra 
Streisand and Audrey Hepburn, for whom 
Avedon had a lasting and worshipful re-
gard.

And locally, Avedon photographed 
Detroit’s own Donyale Luna, whom he 
�V�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q������������ �W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�V���9�R�J�X�H�¶�V�� �¿�U�V�W��
published black fashion model. Vogue, to 

their lasting regret, declined. 
To say that Avedon’s photographic 

artistry is unique, innovative and breath-
takingly glamorous is an understatement. 
Seeing is more than just believing. Seeing 
becomes an intimate act of viewer participa-
�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V���V�W�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���À�D�Z�O�H�V�V��
in presentation, graceful in camera work.

Simply stunning to behold.
Some 180 Richard Avedon fashion 

photos from 1944 to 2000 are on display 
through Jan. 17, 2010 at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts. It’s an exhibit not to be missed, and 
is running concurrently with an Avedon 
Retrospective in San Francisco.

Look for Donyale Luna’s Vogue-
excluded portrait. It contrasts dramatically 
with the portrait at the DIA’s exhibit en-
trance. Times and fashions have changed. 
Avedon initiated the trend to inclusively.

�7�E�E�K�E�N�D���C�O�N�F�E�R�E�N�C�E���T�O���C�R�E�A�T�E���D�I�A�L�O�G�U�E���A�B�O�U�T���R�A�C�E����
�G�E�N�D�E�R���A�N�D���S�O�C�I�A�L���J�U�S�T�I�C�E

Avedon Fashion 
Photographs

Detroit Institute of Arts

5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit

Runs through Jan. 17, 2010

www.dia.org

Wanna Be Startin’ 
Somethin’

Oct. 24-25

Commerce and Finance Building,  
University of Detroit Mercy

313-570-1543

One of the 180 Ricard Avedon photos on exhibt at the DIA 
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One Kalamazoo, one Michigan
West Michigan ordinance campaign draws supporters from across the state
BY JESSICA CARRERAS

The LGBT community in Lansing, Flint, 
Detroit – even Traverse City – is all part of Ka-
lamazoo. At least that’s what supporters of the 
city’s anti-discrimination ordinance believe.

The proposed ordinance would protect 
LGBT people from discrimination in the areas 
of employment, housing and public accom-
modations. Passed twice unanimously by the 
City Commission, it was rescinded both times 
due to signatures gathered by opponents and 
eventually forced onto the ballot. 

�6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�Q�����W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���Y�R�W�H�U�V��
to keep the ordinance on the books come Nov. 
3 has exploded. Every day, volunteers at One 
Kalamazoo – which heads up the effort – take 
and make calls to citizens of the city to ask for 
support. Every weekend, they are on the front 
porches, ringing doorbells and making sure that 
voters are as well informed as possible.

�7�K�H�\���R�S�H�Q�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���R�I�¿�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���6�H�S�W�H�P-
ber, and have announced a steering committee 
that includes local PFLAG President Narda 
Beauchamp, Rev. Matthew Laney of the First 
Congregational United Church of Christ and 
former, current and hopeful members of the 
City Commission.

“We look forward to continuing a public 
conversation about the importance of protect-
ing all hardworking Kalamazoo residents,” 
said Jon Hoadley, campaign manager for One 
Kalamazoo. “Everyone should have the chance 
to earn a living, provide a safe home for their 
families and otherwise enjoy what Kalamazoo 
has to offer without fear of being treated differ-
ently or unfairly.” 

The campaign has brought grassroots ef-
forts to the forefront of its battle in unique ways: 
an online survey that decided the design of their 
lawn signs; canvassing opportunities that can 
be accomplished from one’s home; use of social 
networking sites such as Twitter and Facebook 
for purposes of spreading news updates about 
the campaign. 

As of Oct. 20, their Facebook page had 
almost 3,000 fans.

And though the ordinance would only apply 
to housing, employment and accommodations in 
Kalamazoo, help has come to the west Michigan 
city from all across the state.

For some, like activist and former Michi-
gan Equality Chair Derek Smiertka, it was just 
something that needed to be done.

“This is something we should do,” the 
White Lake resident said on the eve of his One 
Kalamazoo canvassing experience. “There 
should be no such thing as a non-political gay or 
lesbian person. We should all be deeply involved 
and feel very concerned about what happens to 
our friends in Kalamazoo because it will happen 
to our friends in Lansing and in Detroit and in 
South Lyon. … Unless we get involved and help, 
there’s not going to be people who will come and 
help us when we need it.”

Dave Garcia, the new executive director 
at the Kalamazoo Gay and Lesbian Resource 
Center, agrees. Garcia, a native of the Flint area 
who also spent time in Ann Arbor, said that 
what he sees in his new home of Kalamazoo is 
a sense of family. 

“We’re all neighbors. There’s a sense of 
community,” he explained. “The LGBT com-

munity is unique in that we consider ourselves 
family – for a good reason. A lot of us lost our 
families when we came out. So because we have 
a unique sense of community, then what affects 
our neighbors affects us personally.”

Garcia maintains that the resource center’s 
�U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I��
information provider – to One Kalamazoo, sup-
porters, media and opponents. “We can’t support 
candidates, but we can support ordinances,” he 
�V�D�L�G�����³�:�H�¶�Y�H���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G���2�Q�H���.�D�O�D�P�D-
zoo and I’ve spoken on the ordinance’s behalf 
personally.”

Garcia made an appearance at Ann Arbor’s 
OutFest on Sept. 20 to speak about the law. 
And though most of the attendees were from 
southeast Michigan, \aut\Bar co-owner Keith 
Orr, who organized the 2009 event, said he felt 
it was necessary to include information about 
the ordinance. 

�³�2�Q�H���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R���L�V���W�K�H���E�L�J���¿�J�K�W���U�L�J�K�W���Q�R�Z���´��
he said of the city’s local campaign. “It’s the 
one in the front of people’s minds. Obviously, 
�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�W�K�H�U���¿�J�K�W�V���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���U�L�J�K�W���Q�R�Z���«���V�R��
�L�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���¿�J�K�W�����E�X�W���L�W���L�V���D���E�L�J�����S�X�E�O�L�F���R�Q�H��
and so it’s really important that we’re out there 
and win that one.”

Apparently, Michigan heard the call for 
help.

“If we can help them, I think that maybe 
the next time another human rights ordinance 

goes through maybe in the middle of the state 
or another place, that they’ll come out and help 
those folks as well,” added Smiertka, who went 
canvassing with a group of about 20 southeast 
Michiganders on Oct. 10. “We’re hoping that we 
can help out with that and maybe inspire others 
… to get their own groups of friends together to 
do the same thing.”

And One Kalamazoo is still asking for help, 
in the forms of both volunteers and monetary 
donations.

Currently, the campaign is working to 
raise enough money to 
keep running their pro-
ordinance commercial 
on local TV stations. 
The ad has run 25 times 
with $2,500 raised just 
for that endeavor, and 
now they’re shooting 
for 50 runs. They’re 
also encouraging more 
people to canvass and 
to writer letters to the 
editor of the Kalama-
zoo Gazette in support 
of the ordinance.

Less than two 
weeks remain until the 
vote comes down. Gar-
cia believes that a win 

in Kalamazoo will be a boost of morale for the 
entire Michigan LGBT community.

“We’re all hoping and looking for more 
political victories in our state,” he said. “I think 
a lot of us are feeling pretty kicked and down and 
we need a victory. It’s for the sake of Kalamazoo, 
but it’s also just a message to be sent across the 
state that not everybody is against us.”

To get involved, visit www.onekalamazoo.org or 
call their of�ce at 269-903-2277.

“�e LGBT community is unique in that we consider 
ourselves family – for a good reason. A lot of us 
lost our families when we came out. So because 
we have a unique sense of community, then what 
a�ects our neighbors a�ects us personally.” 

–Dave Garcia, executive director of the 

Kalamazoo Gay and Lesbian Resource Center
Michigan Equality Board President Doug Meeks spoke on behalf of One 
Kalamazoo at a Suits and the City gathering in Lansing on Oct. 8. Photo courtesy 
of Roxanne Frith

Photo courtesy of Adam Taylor
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Re�ecting on Ruth
Looking back as REC celebrates 10th anniversary
BY JASON MICHAEL

She inspired us all with her drive, her 
warmth and her capacity to love. Ruth 
Ellis, centenarian, humanitarian and ma-

triarch to Detroit’s LGBT community, has died. 
She was 101.

�%�R�U�Q�� �-�X�O�\�� �������� ������������ �L�Q�� �6�S�U�L�Q�J�¿�H�O�G���� �,�O�O������
Ellis recalled hiding in her home during the 
�6�S�U�L�Q�J�¿�H�O�G�� �U�D�F�H�� �U�L�R�W�V�� �R�I�� ������������ �/�D�W�H�U���� �V�K�H�� �I�H�O�O��
in love with her white gym teacher, who held 
her hand to complete a class circle when other 
students wouldn’t. 

�(�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�P�L�V�H�� �R�I�� �E�H�W�W�H�U��
wages, Ellis moved to Detroit in 1937, where 
she watched over a young boy in Highland 
�3�D�U�N���I�R�U���������D���Z�H�H�N�����6�R�R�Q�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����V�K�H���S�X�W���W�K�H��
printing press knowledge she had picked up in 
�6�S�U�L�Q�J�¿�H�O�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�H�G���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K��
�:�D�W�H�U�¿�H�O�G���D�Q�G���+�H�D�W�K���� �Z�K�H�U�H���V�K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O��
opening her own press some years later. Ellis 
�U�D�Q���K�H�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���6�L�G�H���K�R�P�H���V�K�H��
shared with Ceciline “Babe” Franklin. 

�7�K�H�� �F�R�X�S�O�H�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G���K�R�X�V�H���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�����D���K�D�Y�H�Q���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J���/�*-
�%�7�V�����(�O�O�L�V���Z�D�V���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�Q���K�H�O�S�H�G���D���I�H�Z��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���U�H�W�L�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���D��
senior citizen’s complex downtown. Franklin, 

�P�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H���� �P�R�Y�H�G�� �W�R�� �6�R�X�W�K�¿�H�O�G���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R��
shared keys to one another’s residences and the 
relationship continued until 1975, when Franklin 
�V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G���D���K�H�D�U�W���D�W�W�D�F�N���R�Q���K�H�U���Z�D�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N��

�³�,���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���Z�D�V���O�R�Y�H���´���(�O�O�L�V���R�Q�F�H���V�D�L�G����
�U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�H�U���������\�H�D�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���)�U�D�Q�N-
�O�L�Q�����³���%�X�W�����V�K�H���Z�D�V���J�R�R�G���I�R�U���P�H�����6�K�H���W�D�X�J�K�W���P�H��
�K�R�Z���W�R���W�D�N�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���P�\�V�H�O�I���´

�(�O�O�L�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���O�R�V�V�����W�D�N�L�Q�J��
�X�S���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���D�Q�G���E�R�Z�O�L�Q�J�����6�K�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���R�I�W�H�Q��
and began helping out other senior citizens who 
�O�L�Y�H�G���Q�H�D�U�E�\�����U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���H�U�U�D�Q�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���S�L�F�N-
ing up their groceries. 

�,�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V�����(�O�O�L�V���Z�D�V���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���V�H�O�I��
�G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���F�O�D�V�V���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���P�H�W���-�D�\���6�S�L�U�R�����Z�K�R���V�K�H��
�F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���D���I�H�O�O�R�Z���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�����7�K�H���W�Z�R��
had dinner and Spiro began introducing Ellis 
around. Soon, crowds were lining up to dance 
�Z�L�W�K���(�O�O�L�V���D�W���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�H�U�H��
�V�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\���Z�H�D�U-
�L�Q�J���R�X�W���G�D�Q�F�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U��

The awards and accolades began at about 
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����D�V���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�R�R�N���Q�R�W�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���(�O�O�L�V�¶���O�L�I�H�����K�H�U���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�L�D�O��
skills and the assistance she had provided to 
�\�R�X�Q�J�H�U�� �/�*�%�7�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �G�H�F�D�G�H�V���� �/�L�I�H�W�L�P�H��
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Z�D�U�G�V�����U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�D�\�R�U��
�D�Q�G���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���R�W�K�H�U���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\��

doctorate ensued.
But the greatest recognition came as her 

100th birthday drew near. Ellis was written up in 
virtually every major LGBT publication across 
the country as “Living With Pride: Ruth Ellis @ 
���������´���W�K�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���V�W�\�O�H���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���R�I���K�H�U���O�L�I�H����
�Z�R�Q���W�R�S���K�R�Q�R�U�V���D�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���P�D�M�R�U���¿�O�P���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V����
�7�K�H���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���(�O�O�L�V���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�I�U�R�Q�W�����U�H-
�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�U�R�¿�O�H�V���L�Q���(�V�V�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���0�V�����0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H����
�(�O�O�L�V�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �W�L�U�H�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�R�X�J�K����
�+�H�U�� �I�D�L�O�L�Q�J�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �F�D�X�V�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �W�R�� �F�X�W�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �K�H�U��
traveling schedule, and she even turned down 
the chance to appear on “Oprah.”

Finally, Ellis was hospitalized late this sum-
mer, dehydrated and exhausted. She struggled 
to hold on until she had made it back home, 
however, where she wanted to make her transi-
tion. Ellis died in her sleep in the early morning 
�K�R�X�U�V���R�I���2�F�W����������

�2�I�W�H�Q�� �D�P�D�]�H�G�� �D�W�� �K�H�U�� �R�Z�Q�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�L�W�\���� �(�O�O�L�V��
�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�\���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�D�V���P�D�N�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K��
�D���³�I�X�V�V�´���R�Y�H�U���K�H�U�����7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�G���W�K�H���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H��
�R�I���N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���K�H�U�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�R�X�O�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���D�V�N���V�X�F�K��
�D���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q����

“Ruth positively touched lives across North 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D���´���V�D�L�G���-�R�K�Q�Q�\���-�H�Q�N�L�Q�V���R�I���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���%�O�D�F�N��
�*�D�\�� �3�U�L�G�H���� �³�+�H�U�� �V�S�L�U�L�W�� �W�R�X�F�K�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�V�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
our humanity.”

This month, Ruth Ellis was inducted into the Michi-

gan Women’s Hall of Fame. Also during October, the Ruth 

Ellis Center celebrates its 10th anniversary and all the 

things that make up Ellis’ legacy. The youth. The giving. 

The happiness.

Originally run in 2000, this look back at the life of the 

legend – Ruth Ellis – celebrates her warmth, her drive and 

her contributions to the LGBT community. We at Between 

The Lines wish to honor Ellis for all she did and all she 

still means to the LGBT youth of Michigan.

Michigan Project 
for Informed 
Public Policy 
receives grant

�7�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���3�U�R�M�H�F�W���I�R�U���,�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���3�X�E�O�L�F��
Policy announced on Oct. 16 that it has received 
�D�Q�� ���������������� �J�U�D�Q�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H���$�U�F�X�V�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q����
�7�K�H�� �J�U�D�Q�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �X�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �0�3�,�3�3�¶�V��
�Z�R�U�N���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���/�*�%�7��
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����0�3�,�3�3�����V�W�D�U�W�H�G���L�W�V���Z�R�U�N���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���K�D�V��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���R�Y�H�U�����������P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K��
providers and social scientists. The project has 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���W�R���W�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��
�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�Q�� �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �/�*�%�7��
community and in Kalamazoo regarding the local 
anti-discrimination ordinance.

�:�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���J�U�D�Q�W�����0�3�,�3�3���L�V���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���H�I-
�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���P�R�U�H���H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����E�U�R�D�G�H�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
and enhance communications. 

�7�R�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�� �W�K�L�V���� �0�3�,�3�3�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R��
�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �K�H�D�O�W�K����
�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G��
LGBT advocacy groups. The goal is to advance 
�/�*�%�7���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���E�\��
�F�R�Q�Y�H�\�L�Q�J�� �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
about LGBT issues to the media, legislators, 
courts and other policymakers.

According to Dr. Judith Kovach, project 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���� �³�7�K�H�� �S�X�U�S�R�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�D�Q�W�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �K�H�O�S��
�U�H�G�X�F�H�� �G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�D�F�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H��
�O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�����J�D�\�����E�L�V�H�[�X�D�O�����R�U���W�U�D�Q�V�J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G�����0�3�,�3�3��
�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�V�W���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���E�D�V�H�G���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�Q�G���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q����
We address such issues as the mental health 
�F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����K�D�W�H��
�F�U�L�P�H�V�����K�D�U�D�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���/�*�%�7���\�R�X�W�K���L�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O�V����
�L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�D�P�H���V�H�[���F�R�X�S�O�H�V���D�Q�G���O�D�F�N���R�I���H�T�X�D�O��
�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q���D�Q�G�J�D�\���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U��
children.”

The grant is being administered by the 
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q����
�D���V�L�V�W�H�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L-
cal Association. 

Photo: Jason A. Michael

Ruth Ellis working in her print shop.

Save the Michigan 
Film Incentive!

�$���U�D�O�O�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���D�W���W�K�H���&�U�R�I�R�R�W���%�D�O�O�U�R�R�P��
in Pontiac at 7 p.m. Oct. 26 to help dissuade 
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���I�U�R�P���F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�D�[���L�Q�F�H�Q-
�W�L�Y�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���¿�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H��

�7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���L�V���K�R�V�W�H�G���E�\���%�L�J���6�F�U�H�H�Q���0�L�F�K�L-
�J�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�¶�V�� �¿�O�P�� �D�Q�G�� �7�9��
industry. Currently, there is a push to end the tax 
�L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���I�R�U���¿�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V���Z�K�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q����
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �F�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �E�O�R�V�V�R�P�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�Z��
industry in the state. According to supporters 
�R�I���W�K�H���E�L�O�O�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���¿�O�P���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V���D�U�H��
�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���� �Z�K�L�O�H��
�Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�H���L�I���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���J�R���E�D�F�N���R�Q��
�L�W�¶�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���I�R�U���W�D�[���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V��

Attendees will learn ways they can help 
�V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���0�)�,�����K�H�D�U���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�����J�H�W���D�V�V�L�J�Q-
ments to contact the legislators that are trying to 
�U�X�L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���¿�O�P���I�X�W�X�U�H�����Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U��
�¿�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �K�H�O�S��
�E�X�L�O�G���D���Q�H�Z���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���K�H�U�H���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��

�)�R�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �Z�Z�Z���E�L�J-
screenmichigan.com or call 248-225-8937.
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VIEWPOINT

Activist’s death teaches vital lessons
BY RUDY SERRA

In life, Ron Coates was a dedicated educator 
and a committed volunteer of the Triangle Foun-
dation. He organized and ran monthly fundraisers 
at The Detroit Eagle, helping to make the bar 
one of the largest contributors to the Triangle 
Foundation. He invested a lifetime teaching in the 
Detroit Public Schools at the Catherine Blackwell 
Institute (a highly-rated magnet school). When 
his partner, Wayne, was disabled by a stroke, Ron 
became the primary caregiver, just as he had for 
his elderly mother before.

In death, Ron Coates continues to teach 
lessons about LGBT rights and the importance 
of marriage equality. LGBT couples must take 
extraordinary actions to protect one another when 
death occurs. Ron put off those steps, leading to 
unnecessary tragedy.

Over a month after he was found dead, 
Ron’s body is still being held by the Wayne 
County Medical Examiner as of early October. 
Since he died Sept. 10 from heart disease without 
a will, those whom he loved have no authority 
to claim his remains – including his partner. His 
property may soon belong to the state.

The New York Times recently revealed that 
LGBT couples can incur nearly a half million 
dollars in costs not faced by straight couples 
because they cannot marry. The cost of having 
wills, health care powers of attorney and other 
important estate-planning documents is small in 

comparison to the cost of not having them.
LGBT people who do not take steps to write 

a will, and to make other advance plans risk awful 
consequences. Ron was exuberant about life. He 
did not want to deal with sickness and death.It is 
important that LGBT people not put off important 
steps to protect their loved ones.

If a person dies without a will, the “law 
of intestate succession” decides who gets their 
property. Under this law, a surviving spouse is 
�¿�U�V�W���L�Q���O�L�Q�H�����6�L�Q�F�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���G�L�V�D�Y�R�Z�V���D�O�O���V�D�P�H��
sex relationships, LGBT people are completely 
disenfranchised.

After the spouse, your surviving children 
get your property. Adopted children qualify, 
but Michigan erects multiple barriers to block 
LGBT couples from adopting. After children, 
it’s parents, and after them, siblings get your 
property. The law can allow grandparents, uncles 
and aunts and other biological family to inherit 
but, eventually, if no such family members are 
found, the state of Michigan eventually owns 
everything you owned at death.

To die without a will is to have no control 
over who gets everything you worked for. Ron 
Coates was an only child, as were both his 
parents. He had no children, no siblings and his 
parents and grandparents are all gone. Since his 
home was in his own name, his partner, Wayne, 
has no claim and no home. Since they could not 
marry, Wayne cannot even claim Ron’s body or 
his personal property. An Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral has been assigned to handle Ron’s 
estate on behalf of the state.

Like most states, Michigan will 
honor a will that a person drafts in their 
own hand-writing and signs. It is called a 
“holographic will.” For a fee, individuals 
can get a lawyer to draft their will and 
�W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���H�Y�H�Q���¿�O�H���L�W���L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
county clerk for safe-keeping. This helps 
avoid questions about authenticity.

In addition to a last will and testa-
ment, LGBT couples should provide one 
another with living wills and durable 
powers of attorney for health care. With-
out them, your partner can be denied the 
right to visit you in the hospital, and 
can be excluded from participating in 
making life-saving medical decisions. 
Since wills are usually only read after 
someone dies, it’s a good idea to put 
your preferences for organ donation, 
cremation, burial, memorial services 
and so on in documents that will be read 
while you are still alive (such as a living will).

Wills only control what happens after you 
die. Everyone must face the prospect that they 
will be alive but disabled for a period of time. 
A general rurable power of attorney authorizes 
a trusted person (like your partner) to write and 
cash checks, access bank accounts and do other 
business on your behalf while you are still alive 
but unable to do so yourself.

A memorial has not yet been arranged for 
Ron Coates. A memorial Triangle event at The 
Detroit Eagle has been mentioned. Thanks to 
friends and neighbors, a memorial page has been 
set up on Facebook. To visit, go to www.face-
book.comand search for “Ron E. Coates.”

Rudy Serra was a judge with the 36th District Court 
and now works as an attorney out of Ferndale. To 
contact him, call 313-331-7839.

If a person dies without a will, the “law 
of intestate succession” decides who gets 
their property. Under this law, a surviving 
spouse is �rst in line. Since Michigan 
disavows all same-sex relationships, LGBT 
people are completely disenfranchised.

The late Ron Coates
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BTL EDITORIAL

THE GAY MORALIST

The other ballot battles

 BY JOHN CORVINO

I ’ve spent the last week traveling through rural 
Wisconsin for a series of diversity lectures at 
small technical colleges. Lecturing on gay is-

sues at such venues can be eye-opening. It’s a big 
country out there, and while students today may 
be a good deal more gay-friendly than they once 
were, not everyone shares the views of a typical 
liberal arts major at NYU or UC-Berkeley.

Of course, there are pleasant surprises along 
the way, like the scraggly welding major who 
came up after one talk and said, “I’m a former 
homophobe. Thanks for being here.” On the other 
hand, it’s hard not to react visibly when an audi-
ence member tries to establish his scholarly bona 
�¿�G�H�V���E�\���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J�����³�0�\���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�Q���W�K�L�V���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\��
well thought out. I studied the Bible carefully 
when I was in prison.”

�0�\�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�G�Z�H�V�W�� �J�R�W�� �P�H��
thinking about the national LGBT movement’s 
tendency to focus on California and the North-
east. There are good reasons for this bias, insofar 
�D�V���W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���S�R�S�X�O�R�X�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�����%�X�W��
I decided to spend this week discussing the two 
gay-related ballot initiatives currently going on 
�²���L�Q���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R�����0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q��
State. They both deserve more attention than 
they’re getting.

Kalamazoo
The Kalamazoo initiative is close to home 

for me – I live in Detroit, about two-and-a-half 
hours away. Kalamazoo is a small city in a con-
servative part of the state. Nevertheless, as the 
�K�R�P�H���R�I���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��
University and the Arcus Foundation, it has a 
vibrant progressive streak. 

About three years ago, citizens began dis-
cussions with city representatives about expand-
ing Kalamazoo’s non-discrimination ordinance 
(which prohibits discrimination in employment, 
housing and public accommodations) to include 
protections for sexual orientation and gender 
expression. In December of 2008, the Kalama-
zoo city commission unanimously approved the 
expanded ordinance, but opposition forced the 
city to subject it to public review.

As a result, in June of this year, a new ordi-
nance was introduced with stronger exemptions 
for churches and other religious organizations. 
Once again, the ordinance passed unanimously, 
and once again, opposition groups derailed it, this 
time by collecting enough signatures to suspend 
the ordinance until it can be put to a public vote 
in November. A ‘yes’ vote would preserve the 
ordinance prohibiting discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation and gender expression; a 
‘no’ vote would strike it down.

Opposition has largely been organized by 
�W�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�D�P�L�O�\���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���±���D��
small-minded, sex-obsessed group that even 
some right wingers I know prefer to steer clear of 

(see www.afamichigan.org). They’ve been trying 
to instill fear in voters by raising the specter of 
men with “psycho-emotional delusions” preying 
on women and children in restrooms.

Reasonable minds can differ about whether, 
and to what extent, legal action is the right re-
sponse to discrimination by private employers, 
landlords, and so on. But if we’re going to have 
non-discrimination laws at all, they should surely 
include sexual orientation and gender expres-
sion. I therefore urge readers to visit the One 
Kalamazoo site (www.onekalamazoo.com) and 
support their efforts.

Washington State
For some years, Washington State has had 

limited domestic partnership rights which include 
hospital visitation, inheritance rights, the ability 
to authorize autopsies and organ donations and 
legal standing under probate and trust law. This 
year, legislators expanded the law so that do-
mestic partners would be granted the remaining 
statewide legal incidents of marriage (though not 
under the name “marriage”) – including access 
to unpaid sick leave to care for an ailing partner, 
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �O�H�J�D�O�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �U�L�J�K�W�V���� �S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V����
�L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���D�Q�G���D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
rights and responsibilities, among others.

Opponents then collected signatures to force 
the new law on the ballot. As in Kalamazoo, 
a ‘yes’ vote here is the pro-gay vote: it would 
support the expanded domestic partnership law. 
A ‘no’ vote would kill the expanded domestic 
partnership law, leaving Washington staters with 
the far more limited domestic partnership rights 
they previously had.

The opposition’s campaign is ugly. Take 
a moment to visit http://protectmarriagewa.
com and click on the video on the right with the 
smiling white couple in wedding attire. There 
�\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�D�W���³�*�R�G���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����D�Q�G���G�H�¿�Q�H�G��
marriage, between a man and a woman. ... Senate 
Bill 5688 violates God’s mandate.”

Incidentally, you will also learn that Adam 
and Eve look like they should be doing Breck 
commercials – at least as depicted in a certain 
Lowell Bruce Bennett painting owned by the 
�0�R�U�P�R�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K��

The visuals may be funny, but ignorance 
and discrimination are not. Visit http://ap-
provereferendum71.org and support efforts to 
preserve robust domestic-partnership legislation 
in Washington State.

Polls for both of these initiatives show us 
close enough to win – but if, and only if, we 
support them. 

John Corvino, Ph.D. is an author, speaker, and 
philosophy professor at Wayne State University in 
Detroit. For more about John Corvino, or to see clips 
from his “What’s Morally Wrong with Homosexual-
ity?” DVD, visit www.johncorvino.com.

My travels through the Midwest got me thinking 
about national LGBT movement’s tendency 
to focus on California and the Northeast.

A win in K’zoo is a win  
for Michigan

I n July, before One Kalamazoo even existed, 
Between The Lines reported on the pas-
sage – and then eventual rescinding – of 

the anti-discrimination ordinance that would 
protect LGBT people from harassment or bias 
in employment, public accommodations and 
housing. Back then, supporters of the ordi-
nance were led by the Kalamazoo Alliance for 
Equality, and support was mostly centralized to 
�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��

�$�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �.�$�)�(�� �0�H�G�L�D�� �&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U��
Shawn Brier pointed out thay most of the LGBT 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Z�D�V���X�Q�D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�G��
already begun. “Honestly, the general com-
munity I think doesn’t even know this is going 
on,” he said to BTL in early July. “There seems 
to be a general apathy in the LGBT community. 
�0�D�\�E�H���W�K�H�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���V�H�H���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U��
own lives. 

“But I guarantee you that within the next 
couple of months, they are going to know what’s 
going on.”

�%�U�L�H�U���L�V���H�L�W�K�H�U���D���S�V�\�F�K�L�F�����R�U���U�H�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W��
in the abilities of the team that was to become 
One Kalamazoo. Either way, he was right.

Since July, One Kalamazoo has established 
a massive presence – on Facebook and Twitter, 
on the doorsteps and TVs of Kalamazoo citizens 
and, most importantly, in the minds of LGBT 
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�G�H�U�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H��

We at BTL are proud to see the passionate 
grassroots activism that has taken place since 
this campaign began. People in Ann Arbor, 
Detroit, Ferndale, Grand Rapids, Lansing and 
beyond all know about what’s happening in 
Kalamazoo, and they all care enough to help 
out. These activists  heard the call coming from 
Kalamazoo, and they answered. LGBT people 
across the state have and are still coming to-
gether – canvassing, making calls, donating 
what money they can – to make sure that hate 
and bigotry don’t win in that city.

�$�Q�G���Z�K�\���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���O�D�Z�V���W�K�D�W���G�R�Q�¶�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q-
ally affect you?

�:�H�� �¿�J�K�W�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R�� �J�D�\�V���� �O�H�V-
bian, transgender and bisexual people are part 
�R�I�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�� �J�U�H�D�W���� �E�L�J�� �J�D�\�� �I�D�P�L�O�\���� �:�H�� �¿�J�K�W��
because if we don’t help them, who will come 
to help us when our city faces a similar battle? 
�/�D�V�W�O�\�����Z�H���¿�J�K�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���2�Q�H���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W��
just mean the people who live there – it means 
anyone who supports what they’re fighting 
for.

We’ve suffered too many losses and 
�K�H�D�U�W�D�F�K�H�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �/�*�%�7�� �U�L�J�K�W�V�� �L�Q�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���� �,�I��
we lose Kalamazoo, it’s just one more defeat 
that’s beating us down and making us lose hope. 
�$�Q�G���W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H��
whether we win or lose, it will feel really great 
to know that we, as a community supporting our 
family across the state, accomplished something. 
And we’ll do it together.

Kalamazoo still needs our help, and we 
need Kalamazoo to win. Volunteer your time, 
�J�L�Y�H���D���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���V�L�P�S�O�\���F�D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���R�I�¿�F�H�V���D�Q�G��
say, “How can I help?”

A win in Kalamazoo on the anti-discrim-
ination ordinance will not just be a victory for 
that one city. It will be something to celebrate all 
over the state. Let’s make sure it happens.

We are proud to see the passionate 
grassroots activism that has 
taken place since this campaign 
began. .. LGBT people across the 
state have and are still coming 
together to make sure that hate 
and bigotry don’t win in that city.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Parting 
     Glances
Then & Now

S/he  said
COMPILED BY HOWARD ISRAEL

Mirror, mirror. Sight 
unseen.

The magic mirror that Alice passed through long ago – re-
counted by author Lewis Carroll in his story of wrong-sided 
wonderment, “Alice Through The Looking Glass” – was 

sold recently on E-Bay. (Capital E as in Enchanting.)
�,�W���±���J�R�O�G�H�Q���I�U�D�P�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���±���Z�H�Q�W���I�R�U���¿�Y�H���W�L�P�H�V���W�K�H��

�¿�Q�D�O���E�L�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�R�W�K�H�U���7�H�U�H�V�D���F�R�R�N�L�H���I�D�F�H�����V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�U��
�(�O�Y�L�V�� �3�U�H�V�O�H�\�¶�V�� �E�D�U�E�H�U�� �F�O�L�S�S�L�Q�J�V���� �W�K�U�H�H�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�� �4�X�H�H�Q��
Victoria’s sized XXL monogrammed silk bloomers.

Oddly enough, the high bidders were New Yorkers, a coali-
tion of gay investors who claimed – perhaps more in jest than in 
�D�F�W�X�D�O�L�W�\���±���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���5�H�G���4�X�H�H�Q���R�I���³�2�I�I���Z�L�W�K��
their heads!” fame.

They said Her Royal Personage once owned the mirror, amus-
ing herself by pushing through its transparent surface anyone who 
annoyed her during Wimbledom croquet matches by winning with 
�X�Q�O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G�����V�W�H�U�R�L�G���S�X�P�S�H�G�����V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���J�L�G�G�\�����S�L�Q�N���O�D�Z�Q���À�D�P�L�Q�J�R�V��

“It’s much more fun than lopping off heads or banishing the 
�À�X�P�P�R�[�H�G���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q�W�R���H�[�L�O�H���´���F�K�R�U�W�O�H�G���+�H�U���0�D�M�H�V�W�\�����R�Q�H���:�K�L�W-
some Sunday to the stone deaf Archbishop of Canterbury.

The mansion on the outskirts of Dale-in-the-Dinkle, London, 
that housed the mirror, among many other quaint and randomly 
self-rearranging furnishings and objet d’arts, was razed two years 
ago.

Neighbors complained its premises were haunted. And not 
the right kind of ghosts for High Church Anglicans (or Low Scot 
Presbyterians) to be seen with socially.

�)�L�W�W�L�Q�J�O�\�����$�O�L�F�H�¶�V���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���À�R�D�W�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���R�Q���W�K�H��
�4�(���O�O�����D�U�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�D�U�E�R�U���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���I�U�D�F�W�X�U�H�����I�D�Q�I�D�U�H�����R�U���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H���±��
�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�����Z�K�R���Q�D�P�H���W�D�J�J�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���7�K�H���0�D�G���+�D�W�W�H�U���N�H�S�W��
pestering returning Olympic Swim Team members to join him for 
afternoon Oolong tea and Alice B. Toklas crumpets.

�7�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���Z�K�R���P�H�W���W�K�H���D�U�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���O�X�[�X�U�\���V�K�L�S���D�W���G�R�F�N�V�L�G�H���±��
�Z�D�Y�L�Q�J���U�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���À�D�J�V���D�Q�G���E�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�L�Q���K�R�U�Q�V���±���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H��
mirror for a festive and, to be sure, money making July unveiling 
at Fire Island.

They were certain the mirror had two-way possibilities un-
dreamed of in Victorian times. The problem was where to place 
it. Near a B&B hot tub? During a White Rave dance? Or, by the 
�P�X�F�K���W�U�D�I�¿�F�¶�G���0�H�H�W���%�D�F�N���+�H�U�H���:�H�O�F�R�P�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���)�L�U�H���,�V�O�D�Q�G��
dunes?

It occurred out of the blue (as things do with gay men) that no 
one had given the mirror a trial run. No one had a clue as to what, if 
anything, might lie in wait on its other side. (How trustworthy was 
Lewis Carroll, who liked to photograph little girls naked?)

�8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����Q�R�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���¿�U�V�W���W�R��
�¿�Q�G���R�X�W�����7�K�H�\���S�R�Q�G�H�U�H�G���O�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�D�U�G�����G�H�F�L�G�L�Q�J���W�R���F�K�H�F�N���L�Q���I�R�U��
Happy Hour, leaving the mirror temporarily unattended. And so 
it came to pass that a muscle-bound gym buff got curiouser and 
curiouser.

�(�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�D�W���K�H���V�D�Z���U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G�����K�H���O�R�R�N�H�G���E�R�W�K���Z�D�\�V��
and kissed his suntanned image. And, just as suddenly, he zipped 
across.

As the investors drank themselves silly, others passed by the 
mirror. They too quickly found themselves sucked in. There was 
�D�� �S�O�D�\�E�R�\�� �S�U�L�H�V�W���� �6�L�[�� �/�R�J�� �&�D�E�L�Q�� �5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q�V�����$�� �7�9�� �H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�W��
out harassing sinners. A drag queen who non-stop lip-sync’d 500 
�0�D�G�R�Q�Q�D���V�R�Q�J�V�����$�Q�G�����D���Z�L�G�H���V�W�D�Q�F�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q���F�K�H�F�N�L�Q�J���V�K�R�H���V�L�]�H�V��
for high heels.

�2�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�[�W�� �I�H�Z�� �G�D�\�V���� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �E�\�� �O�L�W�W�O�H���� �L�W�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W��
to the investors, now cold sober, that the mirror was collecting 
passersby willy-nilly and nobody was returning. A bad investment, 
they all agreed.

�0�R�U�D�O�����,�I���\�R�X���I�D�O�O���L�Q���O�R�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���L�P�D�J�H�����G�R�Q�¶�W���S�O�D�\��
�F�U�R�T�X�H�W���Z�L�W�K���J�L�G�G�\���S�L�Q�N���O�D�Z�Q���À�D�P�L�Q�J�R�V���Z�K�L�O�H���Q�D�N�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W��
�O�H�I�W�����O�H�I�W���U�L�J�K�W���V�L�G�H���R�I���D���W�Z�R���Z�D�\���P�L�U�U�R�U�������$�Q�G���G�R�Q�¶�W���E�X�\���D�Q�W�L�T�X�H��
furniture sight unseen on E-bay. Enchanted or not.)

 Charles@pridesource.com

“Heterosexual black men with mul-
tiple sex partners – not bisexual men 
who secretly have sex with men – are 
responsible for high rates of HIV 
among black women. We have looked 
to see what proportion of infections is 
coming from male partners who are 
bisexual and found there are actually 
relatively few. More are male partners 
who are having female partners and 
are injecting drugs or using drugs 
or have some other risks that may 
put those female partners at risk of 

acquiring HIV. Black women make up 61 percent of all new 
HIV cases among women in the United States and have an HIV 
prevalence rate nearly 18 times that of white women. HIV/AIDS 
is the leading cause of death for black women ages 25-34, and 
80 percent of new cases are contracted through heterosexual 
contact. What we’re seeing is a concentration of the epidemic 
among the poor, among ethnic minorities and racial minorities 
in the United States.” 

 - Dr. Kevin Fenton, director of the National Center for 
�+�,�9���$�,�'�6�����9�L�U�D�O���+�H�S�D�W�L�W�L�V�����6�7�'���D�Q�G���7�%���3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q��
an interview with the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association, also known as The Black Press of 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����S�U�L�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���7�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H���Z�Z�Z��
michronicleonline.com, Oct. 14.

“Most people, at this point, understand what is meant by ‘toler-
ance.’ As I’ve said before, this word is a crock of shit to me. So 
what? Joe Republican from Midwest, USA with his 2.3 children 
doesn’t openly call the effeminate Starbucks barista ‘faggot’ to 
his face? Is that tolerance? Or maybe it’s bigger than that. A 
�Z�R�P�D�Q���F�D�Q���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H���K�H�U���O�L�I�H���W�R���K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���E�\���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H��
military and that’s praiseworthy, but if she kisses her girlfriend 
when she comes home from overseas she will lose her job. Is that 
tolerance? I say fuck tolerance. Tolerance isn’t good enough. 
What we need is equality.”

  - Courtney Bishop, in her blog titled “Tolerance 
�L�V���D���F�U�R�F�N�����:�K�D�W���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����´���K�W�W�S�������E�O�R�J�V��
�F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�O�R�D�¿�Q�J���F�R�P�����2�F�W����������

“I have made a decision. I will no longer debate the issue 
of homosexuality in the church with anyone. I will no longer 

engage the biblical ignorance that 
emanates from so many right-wing 
Christians about how the Bible con-
demns homosexuality, as if that point 
of view still has any credibility. I will 
no longer discuss with them or listen 
to them tell me how homosexuality is 
‘an abomination to God,’ about how 
homosexuality is a ‘chosen lifestyle,’ or 
about how through prayer and ‘spiri-
tual counseling’ homosexual persons 
can be ‘cured.’ I will no longer talk 
to those who believe that the unity of 
the church can or should be achieved 

by rejecting the presence of, or at least at the expense of, gay 
and lesbian people. I will no longer take the time to refute 
the unlearned and undocumentable claims of certain world 
religious leaders who call homosexuality ‘deviant.’ I will no 
longer listen to that pious sentimentality that certain Christian 
leaders continue to employ, which suggests some version of that 
overtly dishonest phrase that ‘we love the sinner but hate the 
sin.’ That statement is, I have concluded, nothing more than a 
self-serving lie designed to cover the fact that these people hate 
homosexual persons and fear homosexuality itself, but somehow 

know that hatred is incompatible with the Christ they claim 
to profess, so they adopt this face-saving and absolutely false 
statement. The world has moved on, leaving these elements of 
the Christian Church that cannot adjust to new knowledge or 
a new consciousness lost in a sea of their own irrelevance.”

 - Bishop John Shelby Spong, retired bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Newark, reposted by heysonnie, in 
�D���E�O�R�J���H�Q�W�U�\���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�0�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R�����7�K�H���7�L�P�H���+�D�V���&�R�P�H�����´��
�K�W�W�S�������K�H�\�V�R�Q�Q�L�H���Z�R�U�G�S�U�H�V�V���F�R�P�������2�F�W����������

“It’s important to have your own faith and connection to God. 
At the same time, it isn’t just that faith you’re the governor of. 
You’re governor of all the people.”

�������*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���-�R�K�Q���%�D�O�G�D�F�F�L�����'���0�D�L�Q�H�����U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R��
�&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���%�L�V�K�R�S���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���0�D�O�R�Q�H�¶�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���0�D�L�Q�H�¶�V���V�D�P�H���V�H�[���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���O�D�Z��
and his opposition to the ballot initiative that, if passed 
�R�Q���1�R�Y�����������Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�S�H�D�O���0�D�L�Q�H�¶�V���Q�H�Z���V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H��
�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���O�D�Z���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���S�D�V�V�H�G���L�Q���0�D�\���������������$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G��
�3�U�H�V�V�����2�F�W��������

“It’s my impression that many straight people believe that there 
are two types of gay men in this world: those who like to give, 
and those who like to receive. No, I’m not referring to the rela-
tive generosity or gift-giving habits of homosexuals. Not exactly, 
anyway. Rather, the distinction concerns gay men’s sexual role 
preferences when it comes to the act of anal intercourse. But 
like most aspects of human sexuality, it’s not quite that simple. 
I’m very much aware that some readers may think that this type 
of article does not belong on this Web site. But the great thing 
about good science is that it’s amoral, objective and doesn’t 
cater to the court of public opinion. Data don’t cringe; people 
do. Whether we’re talking about a penis in a vagina or one 
in an anus, it’s human behavior all the same. The ubiquity of 
homosexual behavior alone makes it fascinating. What’s more, 
the study of self-labels in gay men has considerable applied 
value, such as its possible predictive capacity in tracking risky 
sexual behaviors and safe sex practices.”

�������-�H�V�V�H���%�H�U�L�Q�J�����U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���R�I���4�X�H�H�Q�¶�V��
University Belfast, in an article titled “Top Scientists Get 
�W�R���W�K�H���%�R�W�W�R�P���R�I���*�D�\���0�D�O�H���6�H�[���5�R�O�H���3�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���´���D�E�R�X�W��
gay self-labels and their relation to development, social 
behavior, genes and neurological substrates of gay men, 
�Z�Z�Z���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�R�P�����6�H�S�W����������

“If Liza Can Marry Two Gay Men, Why Can’t I Marry 
One?”

�����$���S�O�D�F�D�U�G���V�H�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���0�D�U�F�K�����Z�Z�Z��
baywindows.com, Oct. 13.

“We must bring our families together. Gay and transgender 
people are our children, our brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, 

nieces, nephews, parents, co-workers 
and friends.  They are a vital part of 
the black community, and it is time for 
everyone to recognize the real issues 
we all face when our brothers and 
sisters are denied full participation in 
the life of our community. What has 
always drawn me to this work, and to 
the people I’ve been proud to stand 
alongside, is the knowledge that we 
must work together to create the bet-
ter future we seek. In my new role at 
NBJC, that means lifting the voices of 

our community, building bridges so that all who experience 
discrimination can understand the common ground we share, 
and walking across those bridges together in greater and 
greater numbers toward equal rights for all.”

�����6�K�D�U�R�Q���-�����/�H�W�W�P�D�Q�����U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���Q�D�P�H�G���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I��
The National Black Justice Coalition, in a press release, a 
civil rights organization dedicated to empowering Black 
LGBT people and ending racism and homophobia, www.
nbjc.org, Oct. 5.
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Keith Bardwell
BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

Pop quiz: You are a Justice of the Peace in Louisi-
ana and a couple comes to you to be married. The 
woman is white, the man is black. You turn them 

away because you don’t want them to have mixed race 
babies. You are:

A) Racist.
B) A defender of children.
C) Treating everyone equally.
If you answered both B and C, then you’re probably 

Keith Bardwell, a New Orleans Justice of the Peace who 
recently declined to marry an interracial couple because, 
in his experience, those kinds of marriages just don’t 
tend to last.

Not surprisingly, Bardwell is getting a lot of shit for 
his stance, and folks, including Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal, are calling for his resignation.

“I’m not a racist. I just don’t believe in mixing the 
races that way,” Bardwell told the Associated Press. 
Bardwell has never married an interracial couple in his 
entire career. “I try to treat everyone equally,” he said.

See? He’s not a racist. Duh, obviously. And anyway, 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�D�U�D�F�N���2�E�D�P�D�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D���K�D�V���¿�Q�D�O�O�\��
proven that racism no longer exists in this country. We are 
so post-race that you can even believe that mixing races 

is horrible and still not be a racist. So long as you have 
black friends, of course. Does Bardwell? Yes.

“I have piles and piles of black friends,” he said. 
“They come to my home, I marry them, they use my 
bathroom. I treat them just like everyone else.”

OK, wait. Bardwell keeps his black friends in piles? 
What? Are they buried in his yard?

I’m sorry. I’m being too hard on Bardwell. After all, 
he lets blacks use his bathroom. See? Not racist.

�%�H�V�L�G�H�V�����%�D�U�G�Z�H�O�O���L�V���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���S�X�W�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���¿�U�V�W����
especially hypothetical mixed race children who might 
face hypothetical adversity someday because some idiot 
let a black man and a white woman get married. Everyone 
knows that children from such a union would never be 
accepted anywhere.

“There is a problem with both groups accepting a 
child from such a marriage,” Bardwell said. “I think those 
children suffer and I won’t help put them through it.”

“Perhaps he’s worried the kids will grow up and 
be president,” Bill Quigley, director of the Center for 
Constitutional Rights and Justice, told the AP.

The irony of Bardwell’s motives also did not escape 
Bill Burton, Obama’s deputy press secretary. “I’ve found 
that actually the children of biracial couples can do pretty 
good,” he said.

When Bardwell appeared on CBS’ “The Early 
Show” he stated that being interracial isn’t the only 
reason he would refuse to marry a couple. He’d also say 
no if they were drunk or stoned.

“Racial discrimination has been a violation of 
Louisiana and U.S. law for decades,” said Quigley, obvi-
ously not getting the whole post-race thing. “No public 
�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���K�D�V���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���S�L�F�N���D�Q�G���F�K�R�R�V�H���Z�K�L�F�K���O�D�Z�V���W�K�H�\��
are going to follow.”

As for Bardwell, he’s unapologetic. “It’s kind of 
hard to apologize for something that you really and truly 
feel down in your heart you haven’t done wrong,” he said 
according to the New York Daily News.

“I’m sorry, you know, that I offended the couple, 
but I did help them and tell them who to go to and to get 
married. And they went and got married, and they should 
be happily married, and I don’t see what the problem is 
now,” he told “The Early Show.”

Uh, the problem, dude, is you.

Schwarzenegger signs Harvey Milk Day bill

California recognizes seven-and-a-half years of gay 
marriages from elsewhere

Obama opposes Maine, Washington ballot referenda

BY REX WOCKNER

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
signed a bill Oct. 12 making May 22 “Harvey 
Milk Day.”

According to Equality California, the 
move “marks the first 
time in the nation’s his-
tory that a state will of-
�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���D�Q�G���F�H�O-
ebrate the contributions of 
an openly LGBT person 
with an annual ‘day of 
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���¶�´

Schwarzenegger 
signed the bill despite 
a sustained campaign 
against it by anti-gay ac-
tivists who don’t want 
schoolchildren to be 
taught about Milk. The 
law encourages Califor-
nia public schools and 
educational institutions 
to remember Milk, recog-
nize his accomplishments 
and teach about his contri-
butions to the state.

Schwarzenegger 
vetoed the same bill last 
year, saying Milk’s “con-

tributions should continue to be recognized at 
the local level (in San Francisco) by those who 
were most impacted by his contributions.”

But that was before the movie “Milk” hit 
theaters and before President Barack Obama 
gave Milk a posthumous Presidential Medal 

of Freedom.
“Californians will now learn about Har-

vey’s amazing contributions to the advance-
ment of civil rights for decades to come,” said 
EQCA Executive Director Geoff Kors. “He is 
a role model to millions, and this legislation 

will help ensure his legacy lives 
on forever.”

Milk settled in San Fran-
cisco’s Castro district in 1972 and 
opened a camera store. He went 
on to pioneer a populist gay rights 
movement in the city and, in 1977, 
was elected to the Board of Super-
visors, becoming the fourth openly 
gay American elected to public of-
�¿�F�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���L�Q���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D��

Milk and Mayor George 
Moscone were shot to death in-
side City Hall on Nov. 27, 1978, 
by then recently resigned city 
Supervisor Dan White, who was 
angry that Moscone wouldn’t let 
him un-resign and that Milk had 
lobbied Moscone not to reappoint 
White. White’s lenient sentence 
for the killings (seven years and 
eight months with parole) led to the 
famed White Night Riots in San 
Francisco on May 21, 1979.

BY REX WOCKNER

A bill signed Oct. 12 by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger recognizes as fully married 
any gay couple in California who got married 
between April 1, 2001, and Nov. 5, 2008, in 
a country or state where same-sex marriage 
is legal.

On April 1, 2001, the Netherlands be-
�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�K�H�U�H���V�D�P�H��
sex couples could marry. The new law also 
recognizes same-sex marriages that took place 
in Massachusetts, Canada, Spain, Belgium 
and South Africa prior to Nov. 5, 2008, when 
California voters amended their constitution 
to re-ban same-sex marriage, which had been 
legal for four-and-a-half months.

The state Supreme Court later ruled that 
the new ban, Proposition 8, cannot be applied 
retroactively, and declared that 18,000 gay 
couples who married in California while it 
was legal remain married. The new law af-
�¿�U�P�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�X�F�K�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�O�V�R�� �H�[�W�H�Q�G�V�� �W�R��
gay couples who got married anywhere else 
before Prop. 8 passed.

The law also extends all state marriage 
rights – except the right to call their marriage 
a “marriage” – to same-sex couples who got 
married anywhere in the world after Nov. 5, 
2008, or who do so in the future. California’s 
domestic partnership law grants same-sex 
couples every state-level right and obligation 
of marriage except the right to call their union 
“marriage.”

Since Nov. 5, 2008, same-sex marriage 
also has become legal in Connecticut, Iowa, 
Vermont, Norway and Sweden.

“We are grateful that the governor has 
signed this critical bill, which provides much-
needed protections for same-sex couples who 
have legally married out of state, or will in the 
future, and who deserve to be treated like any 
other married couple,” said Equality Califor-
nia Executive Director Geoff Kors. “This bill 
will allow same-sex couples to get married in 
other states and countries and ensure they are 
treated equally under the law when they return 
to California. Ultimately, however, restoring 
the freedom to marry is the only way to ensure 
that all Californians receive the dignity and 
respect that comes with marriage.”

BY REX WOCKNER 

Prodded by The Advocate, the White 
House issued a statement Oct. 16 opposing 
the Nov. 3 referendum in Maine that would 
repeal the same-sex marriage law passed by 
the legislature and signed by the governor. 
The law has not yet taken effect pending the 
referendum’s outcome. The statement also op-
poses the referendum in Washington state that 
would undo the “all but marriage” domestic 
partnership law that has been delayed from 

coming into force by a Nov. 3 referendum.
The White House statement does not 

�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���Q�D�P�H���W�K�H���W�Z�R���V�W�D�W�H�V�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���7�K�H��
Advocate’s query did. The statement says: 
“The President has long opposed divisive 
and discriminatory efforts to deny rights and 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���V�D�P�H���V�H�[���F�R�X�S�O�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�V���K�H���V�D�L�G��
at the Human Rights Campaign dinner, he 
believes ‘strongly in stopping laws designed 
to take rights away.’ Also at the dinner, he 
said he supports, ‘ensuring that committed 
gay couples have the same rights and respon-

sibilities afforded to any married couple in 
this country.’”

Same-sex marriage is legal in Connecti-
cut, Iowa, Massachusetts and Vermont, and 
becomes legal in New Hampshire in January. 
It will become legal in Maine on Nov. 4 if the 
“Question 1” referendum fails.

Same-sex couples also can marry in 
Belgium, Canada, the Netherlands, Norway, 
South Africa, Spain and Sweden.

The San Francisco Examiner reports Harvey Milk’s assassination on Nov. 27, 1978. 
Photo courtesy of Rex Wockner.

“I’m not a racist. I just don’t believe 
in mixing the races that way.”
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President Obama’s gay 
appointments near 100
Openly gay man appointed to position 
of New Zealand, Samoa ambassador
BY LISA KEEN

On Oct. 7, President Barack Obama issued 
a statement announcing the nomination of an 
openly gay man to serve as the nation’s ambas-
sador to New Zealand and Samoa.

David Huebner, a founding board member 
of the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defa-
mation, is a lawyer currently living in Shanghai, 
where he heads the China Practice and Interna-
�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�L�V�S�X�W�H�V���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����O�D�Z���¿�U�P���R�I��
Sheppard Mullin. He did not respond to an email 
request for an interview.

Huebner’s nomination brings to 61 the 
number of openly LGBT people nominated by 
President Obama to serve in his administration. 
Denis Dison, a spokesperson for the Gay & 
Lesbian Victory Fund, which has led an effort 
to promote openly LGBT people for such ap-
pointments, said the group’s Leadership Institute 
estimates another 25 to 35 openly gay people have 
received appointments, bringing Obama’s total, 
so far, to approximately 100.

Dison noted the administration releases an-
nouncements about only those appointees above 
a certain hierarchal level.

Dison said President Clinton appointed a 
total of about 140 openly LGBT people to his 
administration. President Bush appointed three.

“If 10 months into his administration, 
President Obama is close to 100” appointees, said 
Dison, “he’s on a path to appointing the most” 
openly LGBT appointees of any president.

Huebner is originally from Pennsylvania but 
has lived for many years in Los Angeles, where 
he served on the state Law Revision Commis-
sion and taught at the University of Southern 
California Gould School of Law. He currently 
serves, pro bono, as legal counsel for GLAAD, 
a service the organization says he has provided 
for more than a decade.

“We congratulate David and know he will 
bring the determination and expertise that he has 
brought to his work at GLAAD to this new post,” 
said GLAAD’s new President Jarrett T. Barrios. 
“His commitment to public service is unrivaled 
and for over a decade as a founding national 
board member and today as our legal counsel, 
GLAAD and the LGBT community have been 
�W�K�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�\�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
and skill.”

�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�S�H�Q�O�\���J�D�\���D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���Z�D�V���-�D�P�H�V��
Hormel of San Francisco, who served the Clinton 
administration as ambassador to Luxembourg 
(population half-a-million). The second was 
Michael Guest, appointed by President George 
W. Bush to serve in Romania (population 22 mil-
lion). New Zealand and Samoa have a combined 
population of about four million.

New Zealand and Samoa are off the east 
�F�R�D�V�W���R�I���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���3�D�F�L�¿�F�����6�D�P�R�D���L�V��
just west of the U.S. territory of American Samoa 
and was, at one time, called Western Samoa.

Both Samoas were hit last month with an 
earthquake-produced tsunami that killed 184 
people.

According to the New Zealand Herald, 
Huebner will be replacing a restaurateur who 
served the double-post under President Bush.

In addition to Huebner, the administration 
recently appointed longtime LGBT activist and 
law professor Chai Feldblum to serve as one of 
�R�Q�O�\�� �¿�Y�H�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8���6���� �(�T�X�D�O�� �(�P�S�O�R�\-
ment Opportunity Commission. The position 
�L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �W�K�H��
improved chances, under a Democratic Congress 
�D�Q�G���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�R�U���S�D�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W��
Non-Discrimination Act. Feldblum, as part of the 
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���L�Q��
the writing of federal regulations to enforce such 
�D�� �O�D�Z���� �6�K�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�O�V�R�� �E�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �R�S�H�Q�O�\�� �/�*�%�7��
person to serve on the commission.

Feldblum and one other nominee are, so far, 
the only openly LGBT nominees to raise a hackle 
out of right-wing conservatives. A Catholic News 
Agency story on Oct. 1 suggested Feldblum sup-
ported a “radical 2006 manifesto which endorsed 
polygamous households.”

Kevin Jennings, founder of the national 
�*�D�\�����/�H�V�E�L�D�Q�����D�Q�G���6�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N����
was appointed in May to serve as the assistant 
�G�H�S�X�W�\���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q����
���7�K�H�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�� �F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q������
Jennings, a native of Massachusetts, is to head 
�X�S�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �6�D�I�H�� �D�Q�G�� �'�U�X�J��
Free Schools. The Family Research Council and 
right-wing news organizations, including Fox 
News and the Washington Times, are calling for 
Jennings resignation, claiming he failed to report 
an incident he heard about in which a teenaged 
male told him, 21 years ago, that he had had a 
sexual relationship with an older man.

President Clinton appointed 
a total of about 140 
openly LGBT 
people to his 
administration. 
President Bush 
appointed 
three. “If 10 
months into his 
administration, 
President Obama is close to 
100” appointees, said Gay 
and Lesbian Victory Fund 
Spokesperson Denis Dison, 
“he’s on a path to appointing 
the most” openly LGBT 
appointees of any president.

Denis Dison



14 �"�E�T�W�E�E�N���4�H�E���,�I�N�E�S���s���/�C�T�O�B�E�R������������������

Zimbabwean gay leader dies
Key Zimbabwean gay leader Keith Goddard, 

director of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe, died 
Oct. 9 from pneumonia. He was 49.

“Keith dedicated his life to the advancement 
of LGBT rights, human rights and his passion 
for music,” the group said in a statement. “The 
�V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���I�R�U���/�*�%�7���U�L�J�K�W�V���L�V���D���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H��
and in many instances in the history of GALZ 
Keith stood gallantly in the frontline. He dared 
where most men would not go.”

Scott Long, director of Human Rights 
Watch’s LGBT Rights Division, said Goddard 
“oversaw (GALZ’s) transition from a group rep-
resenting the urban white elite to one rooted in the 
majority population and its urgent needs.”

“He could on many occasions have left Zim-
babwe and settled into the comparative comforts 
of armchair activism abroad,” Long said. “He 
didn’t. He stayed – even when he was framed on 
ludicrous charges of assault that hung over him 
for years. He faced, and overcame, oppression 
and opprobrium that the rest of us could not even 
imagine. Whenever I visited GALZ, Keith was 
always, amid swirling fears and social chaos, 
imperturbable – a rock.”

Leading British gay activist Peter Tatchell 
said Goddard “risked his liberty and life many 
times, speaking out against homophobia and 
transphobia, even though this marked him as a 

potential target for state and vigilante violence. 
The danger of kidnapping, arrest, imprisonment, 
torture and murder never deterred him. Keith 
will be remembered as a pioneer and hero of the 
LGBT liberation struggle in Africa.”

Leading Indian gay activist Vikram Doctor 
said: “It could have been so easy for him to have 
left, emigrating to Europe like so many white 
�=�L�P�E�D�E�Z�H�D�Q�V�� �G�L�G���� �À�H�H�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �U�H�I�X�J�H�H�� �F�D�P�S�V�� �L�Q��
South Africa like so many black Zimbabweans 
were forced to. But Keith stuck it out and kept 
going with GALZ until his untimely death. I 
know Keith would probably have laughed at the 
idea of being considered a hero, but more than 
most people I know, he was.”

In 2001, GALZ ran out of money and its 
phone (and dialup Internet) was cut off for three 
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�����:�K�H�Q���K�H���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���J�R�W���E�D�F�N���R�Q�O�L�Q�H�����*�R�G-
dard encountered 1,566 e-mails.

“Not all of them were junk mail trying to sell 
us Chinese chemicals or offering us free holidays 
to places we have never heard of,” he wrote to 
fellow activists. “Luckily, we have been able to 
sell a fridge to pay for the water and the phone 
bill and our new funding cycle with HIVOS 
(Holland’s Humanist Institute for Development 
�&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �L�V�� �V�H�W���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���L�Q�� �W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�H�H�N�� �R�I��
November. We are all very sorry indeed for the 
long silence.”

Euro Commission tells EU applicant 
nations to respect GLBT rights

GLBT rights are a prominent topic in 
the European Commission’s Oct. 14 progress 
reports on the seven countries that are planning 
to join the European Union: Croatia, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Alba-
nia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, and 
Serbia and Kosovo.

The reports recommend that the nations 
adopt GLBT antidiscrimination laws and poli-
cies that meet EU requirements and, in the two 
nations that have passed such laws – Croatia and 
Serbia – that GLBT people be protected against 
discrimination “in practice.” The commission 
was particularly critical of Serbia, where the 
Belgrade gay pride parade was canceled Sept. 
19 after the prime minister told organizers that 
police could not protect marchers from violent 
anti-gay hooligans who planned to attack the 

event.
The commission also criticized Turkey for 

violating gay activists’ rights to freedom of ex-
pression and association.

“The commission’s progress reports are 
one of the most important tools at hand for the 
�(�8���L�Q���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q��
candidate and potential candidate countries,” said 
�/�L�O�L�W���3�R�J�K�R�V�\�D�Q�����S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\���R�I�¿�F�H�U���I�R�U��
the European Region of the International Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association 
(aka ILGA-Europe).

“The gradually wider and more self-evident 
inclusion of LGBT human rights in the commis-
sion’s monitoring system and in the progress 
reports shows that LGBT rights are recognized 
within the European Union and that it is expected 
and demanded of the future members that they 
comply with the European values.”

Homophobic Moscow mayor unveils 
statue of Walt Whitman

Anti-gay Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov and 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton unveiled 
a statue of presumably gay poet Walt Whitman 
at Moscow State University on Oct. 14.

Luzhkov has banned gay pride events for 
the past four years in Moscow, sent riot police 
to violently arrest people who violated the bans, 
and called gay parades “satanic” and “weapons 
of mass destruction.”

Moscow Pride organizer Nikolai Alekseev 
unsuccessfully had called on Clinton “to publicly 
express her position on gay rights to one of the 
top homophobic politicians in Europe.”

“I think that no one would understand her 
silence on the breach of fundamental rights of 

LGBT people in Russia (on) the day she inaugu-
rates the monument to a gay poet together with 
the homophobic mayor of Moscow,” he said.

Last June, in her gay pride month statement, 
Clinton vowed: “Gays and lesbians in many parts 
of the world live under constant threat of arrest, 
violence, even torture. The persecution of gays 
and lesbians is a violation of human rights and 
an affront to human decency, and it must end. 
As Secretary of State, I will advance a com-
prehensive human rights agenda that includes 
the elimination of violence and discrimination 
against people based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity.”

�>�c�i�Z�g�c�V�i�^�d�c�V�a��by Rex Wockner
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Bingo with a beefcake

BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

Susan Werner wants me to friend her on Facebook. 
Little does she know that I’ve already done so – and 
she accepted. 

“Oh, did I?” the do-it-all musician asks from her condo 
in downtown Chicago. 

Werner’s got a little secret: She’s getting FB help ... 
from an 18-year-old gay guy. 

He’s a longtime fan, and through the years Werner, 
known for challenging herself (and now, during our inter-
view, LGBT labels) by breaking free from the folk tag that 
pigeonholed her, has swooned many others in the community 
with her snap-shot lyricism and newfangled covers. On 
“Classics,” her latest album, she puts her own spin on recog-
nizable songs from the ’60s and ’70s – including “Don’t Let 
Me Be Misunderstood” and Marvin Gaye’s “Mercy Mercy 
Me” – by slathering a string quartet on them. 

Werner, who’s performing on Oct. 30 at The Ark in Ann 
Arbor, spoke to Between The Lines about the challenges of 
�¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����K�H�U���Q�H�Z���U�H�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���R�I���D��
fan-fave about Obama’s election and why she’ll never give 
up her typewriter. 

You’ve said that you hoped that the “Classics” album 
would make classical music less scary for people. W ould 
you call the album “Classical Music for Dummies”? 

Wow. (Laughs) I think it’s “user friendly”; I’ll call it that. There’s 
this feeling that to go to a classical music performance you have 
to read the program, you have to do preparation for it – that’s 
unfortunate. I’d like to think that this is the kind of project that 
would encourage people who played violin as a kid to pick that 
�W�K�L�Q�J���X�S�����3�O�D�\���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���¿�G�G�O�H���P�X�V�L�F�����<�R�X���S�O�D�\�H�G���F�H�O�O�R�"���*�R���V�L�W���L�Q���Z�L�W�K��
a quartet somewhere.

You selected these songs with a certain criteria in  mind, 
including its current relevance. How is the material on 
the album timely? 

Singer-songwri ter 
Susan Werner calls 
her  la test  covers 
album “user friendly.” 
Photo: Asia Kepka 

Don’t Let Her Be 
MisunderstoodSusan Werner chats 

about her ambiguous 
music career and 
sexuality – including 
that whole bacon thing
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Cities

� ? � J � Ê � I � � � 7 � B � B � � � 7 � 8 � E � K � J � � � O � E � K
�O�e�k�h���_�i�i�k�[�i�"���o�e�k�h���b�_�\�[�"��

�o�e�k�h���m�e�h�b�Z�¾
�e�k�h���X�k�i�_�d�[�i�i�$

Wendy Wasserstein is one of the 
�P�R�V�W�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���� �V�K�D�U�S�O�\�� �F�R�P�H�G�L�F�� �D�Q�G��
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �S�O�D�\�Z�U�L�J�K�W�V�� �R�I�� �R�X�U��
�W�L�P�H���� �2�Q�� �1�R�Y���� ������ �P�H�H�W�� �-�R�K�Q�� �1�H�Y�L�O�O�H��
�$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V�� �±�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �X�S�F�R�P��
�L�Q�J���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���R�Q�H���R�I���K�H�U���¿�U�V�W���Z�R�U�N�V�����³�8�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q��
�:�R�P�H�Q���$�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U�V�´���±���D�V���K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V��
�W�K�L�V���I�D�P�R�X�V���S�O�D�\�Z�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���S�R�Z�H�U��
�I�X�O���S�O�D�\�����7�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���D�W��
�W�K�H���$�Q�Q���$�U�E�R�U���G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���O�L�E�U�D�U�\���P�X�O�W�L��
�S�X�U�S�R�V�H���U�R�R�P���I�U�R�P�������W�R�������������S���P��

�:�U�L�W�W�H�Q�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�V�� �K�H�U�� �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H��
�W�K�H�V�L�V�� �I�R�U�� �7�K�H�� �<�D�O�H�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �R�I�� �'�U�D�P�D����
�³�8�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q���:�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U�V�´���Z�R�X�O�G��
�O�D�X�Q�F�K���:�D�V�V�H�U�V�W�H�L�Q�¶�V���F�D�U�H�H�U�����%�H�I�R�U�H���K�H�U��
�X�Q�W�L�P�H�O�\�� �G�H�D�W�K�� �L�Q�� ������������ �:�D�V�V�H�U�V�W�H�L�Q��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�� �W�R�� �Z�U�L�W�H�� �Z�U�\�O�\���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W��
�S�O�D�\�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\��
�Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���7�K�H���+�H�L�G�L���&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H�V��������������
�7�R�Q�\���$�Z�D�U�G�����3�X�O�L�W�]�H�U���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���'�U�D�P�D������
�7�K�H���6�L�V�W�H�U�V���5�R�V�H�Q�]�Z�H�L�J���D�Q�G���$�Q���$�P�H�U�L��
�F�D�Q���'�D�X�J�K�W�H�U��

�³�8�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q���:�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U�V���´��
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �P�D�G�H�� �L�W�V�� �G�H�E�X�W�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �3�K�R�H�Q�L�[��
�7�K�H�D�W�U�H�� �2�I�I�� �%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�V�� �O�D�W�H�U��
�¿�O�P�H�G���I�R�U���3�%�6�����I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���D�F�W�U�H�V�V�H�V���Z�K�R��
�Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �V�W�D�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D��
�W�L�R�Q���±���*�O�H�Q�Q���&�O�R�V�H�����6�Z�R�R�]�L�H���.�X�U�W�]�����-�L�O�O��
�(�L�N�H�Q�E�H�U�U�\���D�Q�G���0�H�U�\�O���6�W�U�H�H�S��

�)�X�O�O���R�I���Z�L�W�����R�S�W�L�P�L�V�P�����I�U�D�Q�N���V�H�[�X�D�O��
�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���V�K�R�F�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�W�L�P�H�������³�8�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q���:�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U�V�´��
�W�D�F�N�O�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�� �R�I��
�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J���F�K�R�L�F�H�V��

�,�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���¶�����V���¿�Y�H���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V��
�U�H�X�Q�L�W�H���W�R���F�D�W�F�K���X�S�����$�V���W�K�H�\���E�U�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K��
�R�W�K�H�U�� �X�S�� �W�R�� �G�D�W�H���� �W�K�H�\�� �U�H�Y�L�V�L�W���� �L�Q�� �À�D�V�K��
�E�D�F�N�V�����H�S�L�V�R�G�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�Q�L�R�U���\�H�D�U����
�&�D�X�J�K�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���Q�R�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
�Z�R�P�D�Q�K�R�R�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�R�Y�H�O���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���L�G�H�D��
�R�I�� �X�Q�O�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���� �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�R�U�F�H�G�� �H�D�F�K�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �D�� �F�K�R�L�F�H��
�W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �U�R�O�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G��

�1�R�Z�� �V�L�[�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �O�D�W�H�U���� �Z�L�W�K�� �K�X�P�R�U��
�R�X�V���E�D�Q�W�H�U���D�Q�G���V�R�E�H�U���D�S�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�H��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�� �L�I�� �W�K�H�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�H�W�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�\�R�X�W�K�I�X�O�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �³�X�Q�F�R�P��
�P�R�Q�´�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �D�V�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V��

�D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���W�K�H�P��
�1�H�Y�L�O�O�H���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�� �R�I��

�W�K�H�D�W�H�U�����D�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���K�H�D�G��
�R�I�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�I��
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�����K�D�V���R�Y�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���S�U�R�I�H�V��
�V�L�R�Q�D�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���D�F�W�L�Q�J�����G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���Z�L�G�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X��
�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V����

�$�V���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���$�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���3�U�R�G�X�F�H�U���R�I��
�7�K�H���6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H���7�K�H�D�W�U�H���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q����
�'���&�������K�H���J�D�U�Q�H�U�H�G���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��
�D�F�F�O�D�L�P�� �I�R�U�� �K�L�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �6�K�D�N�H��
�V�S�H�D�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V�L�F�V�����+�H���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�L�V��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�V���F�R���D�X�W�K�R�U�����D�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U��
�R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�L�J�P�D�W�L�F���F�R�P�H�G�\���³�(�O���*�U�D�Q�G�H���G�H��
�&�R�F�D���&�R�O�D�´�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�Q���D���'�U�D�P�D���'�H�V�N��
�$�Z�D�U�G�� �I�R�U�� �%�H�V�W�� �0�X�V�L�F�D�O�� �L�Q�� ������������ �D�Q�G��
�³�%�X�O�O�V�K�R�W���&�U�X�P�P�R�Q�G���´��

Performances of “Uncommon Women and 
Others” are at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 19, 8 p.m. 
Nov. 20-21 and 2 p.m. Nov. 22. For tickets, 
call The League Ticket Of�ce at 734-764-
2538. For more information on the Nov. 
2 Library discussion of the production, 
contact the library at 734-327-4555. The 
Downtown Library is located at 343 S. 
Fifth Ave. in Ann Arbor.

Meet director John 
Neville-Andrews

Downtown Library Multi-Purpose Room 

7-8:30 p.m. Nov. 2

343 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor

734-327-4555

Director discusses ‘Uncommon Women  
and Others’ at Downtown Library event
���˜�y�Õ�i�˜�Ì�ˆ�>�•�Ê�«�•�>�Þ�Ü�À�ˆ�}�…�Ì�½�Ã�Ê�«�ˆ�i�V�i�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�L�i�Ê�«�i�À�v�œ�À�“�i�`�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê���˜�˜�Ê���À�L�œ�À
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A n n  A r b o r Cool 

Cities

Odds & Ends
Looking for that perfect lamp? Track lighting for the den, or 
maybe something special to highlight your favorite picture? 
Top of the Lamp (415 S. Maple Road, 734-769-7019) has 
lamps, outdoor lighting, ceiling fans –whatever you need to 
help bring you into the light. And, if you are lucky enough to 
get there when the owner is on the premises, you’ll be greeted 
by her adorable and friendly canine receptionist.

Arbor Dog Day Care (2856 S. Main St., 734-677-2332) is 
practically a resort for the pooch in your life. Dog day care 

lets pooches enjoy dog 
play and the company 
of humans, two of the 
most important things to 
our critter companions. 
Arbor Dog Day Care also 
has boarding for when 
you leave home and need 
a safe, fun place for your 
dog to hang while you’re 
gone.

Get a little taste of Mexican cuisine at Tios Mexican Cafe 
(409 E. Liberty, 734-761-6650), now over on Liberty Street. 
Their new, expanded restaurant is better than ever, with more 
seating and an open, airy décor. The menu features Mexican 
and Tex-Mex favorites and drinks. Family owned and friendly, 
Tios is always a good place to relax for lunch or dinner. 

Shakespeare’s comic masterpiece, “Love’s Labour’s Lost,” 
comes to life this weekend at University Musical Society 
compliments of the outstanding touring company direct from 
the playwright’s hometown, the Shakespeare’s Globe The-
ater of London. Shakespeare’s boisterous celebration of the 
claims of young love is a festive parade of every weapon in 
the youthful playwright’s comic arsenal – from excruciating 
cross-purposes to silly impersonations, drunkenness, bust-ups 
and pratfalls. Visit www.ums.org for details.
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Susan Werner
8 p.m. Oct. 30

The Ark

316 S. Main St., Ann Arbor

www.theark.org
When someone chooses to do a project of 
other people’s songs, one thing that will give 
the project some traction is if people know the 
songs. So we had to go back through songs in 
the 1980s, and we found that not everyone knew 
these songs. There was a certain generational 
cut-off point with songs from the 1980s – even 
the late ’70s was too late for certain people and 
too early for others. 

If you’re going to reinvent songs, you better 
�S�L�F�N���V�R�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����R�U��
else no one will appreciate what you did with 
the song. 

What were the challenges in reimagining 
these songs?  

This was challenging in a really fantastic way. 
This took guts. It was like jumping out of a plane. 
The producer and I looked at each other (and 
said), “Are we crazy enough to do a chamber 
�P�X�V�L�F�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�"�� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�D�E�O�\�� �Q�X�W�V���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V��
really crazy. From a commercial standpoint, this 
is insane.” Then we looked at each other and 
thought, “Yeah, we’re crazy enough to do this.” 
When you choose to do something that nobody 
else dare do, all of a sudden this energy and 
momentum gathers around this project because 
it’s yours, you’re doing something different. 
I’m very proud of that, and I love bringing it to 
a new audience. 

I’ll have my cello player – Julia Biber – 
with me at The Ark, and we play a lot of my 
own songs, of course, but also when we do these 
songs from “Classics,” it’s a very different kind 
of presentation. It invites people to listen in a 
different way, and the response from the audi-

ence is overwhelmingly warm and positive, like 
you gave them a wonderful dinner or a good 
glass of wine. It’s a different kind of experience. 
We’re not shouting at them; we’re bringing them 
something they already know – with a new and 
tasty sauce.

So this is a totally different experience.  

Yeah, it’s not like just getting up there and strum-
ming your little guitar and singing your nice 
�V�R�Q�J�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �,�� �J�H�W�� �À�R�S�� �V�Z�H�D�W�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�V�H��
shows, and I think people can feel it; there’s 
something at risk. We’re not walking out there 
coasting. It’s a tight-rope walk every night. 

Speaking of audience response, I was 
curious of the reaction to the free down-
load from your Web site about Obama’s 
win, “The Night We Won the War.” How 
did the crowd react the first time you 
performed it? 

They went crazy; they must’ve stood on their 
feet for a minute – this was at The Ark in late 
November last year. So, I had the good fortune 
to be in Grant Park on election night 2008 and 
there was a sense that the world shifted a half an 
inch at least one way – it shifted toward the good, 
toward the better. The night was about more than 
a political victory for one party – and everyone 
sensed it. This was a historical election in which 
America lived up to its promise of equality and 
opportunity for all.

When did you write the song? 

I went home that night, and I started writing it. 
I tried not to talk about it very much because I 
wanted to retain the images and the feelings. 
When I played it at The Ark – I mean, there was 
still a line or two I was still working on – I had 
it typed out on my typewriter. I have an electric 
�W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �P�\�� �R�I�¿�F�H���� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� ���������� �2�O�\�P�S�L�D��

(laughs).

No way. You still use a typewriter? 

�2�K���\�H�D�K�����,���O�R�Y�H���L�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���J�R�H�V��clack-clack-
clack. It’s loud as crap; it sounds like a propeller 
airplane. It’s just satisfying to type on a thing 
that you can feel.  

So you actually feel like you’re accom-
plishing something? 

Yeah, I love the sound of it. I learned a long time 
ago that as a writer you want everything about 
your writing experience to be fun. Like, always 
buy the pens you love. I love Pilot pens – even 
though they blow up. Yeah, the exploding pen 
that you take on a plane and it blows up and 
�P�D�U�N�V���\�R�X�U���E�D�J�����R�U���P�D�U�N�V���\�R�X�U���¿�Q�J�H�U�V�����R�U���\�R�X�U��
pants. But I love those pens because of the feel 
of it. So a typewriter – I love the feeling of an 
old typewriter. A laptop – that’s not satisfying; 
it’s like click, click, click. There’s no tactile 
fun in it. 

From what I gather, you really relish be-
ing a creative free spirit and being able 
to go in different directions. Is that why 
you decided to break from the folk label 
and play around with jazz and cabaret 
in the middle of your career? 

I’d written songs like this all along. I’d write 
the occasional song that sounded like a Cole 
Porter song or songs from “The Great American 
Songbook,” as people call it. I love those songs. 
I admire the songwriting. That kind of singing 
is the biggest reason why I wrote those songs; 
I like that kind of sophisticated torch song, the 
wordplay in it and the intimacy, so I’d end up 
writing the occasional song in that style. 

At some point I realized I had almost an 
entire project in this style, and the question was 
whether I had the guts to do it or not. And there 

were people telling me, “No one’s going to care 
about this except senior citizens,” and I said, “No, 
I think you’re wrong.” That began this whole 
journey outside of the standard folk category. I’m 
happy that I took the risk to do something dif-
ferent, and it’s emboldened me to do something 
different with every new project ever since.

So what’s next – rap? 

(Laughs) I don’t foresee rap; that would take 
some guts. I do want to do something with 
electronica at some point. That would scare the 
hell out of me.

You told the Chicago Free Press once 
that you put the bacon in GBLT –

(Laughs) Hey baby, somebody’s got to put the 
bacon in the GBLT sandwich. 

But what does that even mean? Are you 
queer?  

Yeah, I’m queer, but to say more than that re-
�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���P�H���L�Q���Z�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���,���¿�Q�G���W�R�R���O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J�����,���D�P��
�P�D�Q�\���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���,���K�D�Y�H���P�D�Q�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V�����D�Q�G���,���¿�J�K�W��
for that room to move in all aspects of my life. 
That’s especially helpful to those in the arts; we 
need room to be imaginative and bold and to 
inhabit and speak for all kinds of people. I like 
that room in my imagination, having a variety 
of experiences and being all the things I am. I 
understand other people have a different point of 
view, but I’m here to represent myself and I wave 
�W�K�H���U�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���À�D�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���%���D�Q�G���W�K�H���4����

�Š��Susan Werner
Continued from p. 17
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“The Reluctant Daughter,” by Leslea Newman. 
Bold Strokes, 256 pages, $16.95 paper.

�$���G�L�V�W�D�Q�W���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�·�V���D�Q�J�V�W���À�O�O�H�G���À�O�L�D�O���R�E�O�L�J�D-
�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �K�H�U�� �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �D�E�V�H�Q�W�� �P�R�W�K�H�U��
�L�V���D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I�� �1�H�Z�P�D�Q�·�V���Q�H�Z���Q�R�Y�H�O���� �,�W�·�V��
�D���W�L�P�H�O�\���W�D�O�H�����F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W�����R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�S�D�J�H�V���R�I���À�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�J�L�Q�J���S�R�V�W���6�W�R�Q�H�Z�D�O�O���T�X�H�H�U�V��
�D�U�H���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�L�Q�J���H�Q�G���R�I���O�L�I�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U��
�R�Z�Q���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����7�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H���V�W�R�U�\���K�L�Q�J�H�V���R�Q��
�W�K�H���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\���²���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���/�\�G�L�D���D�W���À�U�V�W��
�V�K�L�H�V���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���Á�\�L�Q�J���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R��
�F�R�P�I�R�U�W���K�H�U���V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\���V�W�U�L�F�N�H�Q���P�R�W�K�H�U�����I�U�R�P��
�Z�K�R�P�� �V�K�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �P�R�U�H�� �R�U�� �O�H�V�V�� �H�V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�G��
�I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V�����%�X�W���D���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�·�V���G�X�W�\���²���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�� �X�U�J�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �/�\�G�L�D�·�V�� �O�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �E�X�W�� �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V��
�H�[�D�V�S�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �²�� �S�U�R�Y�H�V�� �P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��
�H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �V�H�W�� �L�Q�� �P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �D�� �V�L�F�N�E�H�G�� �U�H�X�Q�L�R�Q��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �P�R�U�H��
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�-�D�P�H�V���/�R�U�G�����Z�K�R���G�L�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���D�W���D�J�H���������L�Q���3�D�U�L�V����
�Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���O�L�Y�H�G���I�R�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����/�R�U�G�����Z�K�R���V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
�L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �:�R�U�O�G�� �:�D�U�� �,�,���� �Z�U�R�W�H�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��
�P�H�P�R�L�U�V�����G�U�D�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���D���V�R�F�L�D�O���F�L�U�F�O�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���3�D�E�O�R��
�3�L�F�D�V�V�R�����-�H�D�Q���&�R�F�W�H�D�X�����3�H�J�J�\���*�X�J�J�H�Q�K�H�L�P���D�Q�G���*�H�U�W�U�X�G�H��
�6�W�H�L�Q�� �²�� �Z�K�R���� �K�H�� �Z�U�R�W�H�� �L�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �P�H�P�R�L�U�V����
�´�P�D�G�H���P�H���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���D���E�X�U�O�D�S���E�D�J���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
�O�H�I�W���W�R���K�D�U�G�H�Q�µ�����������&�+�$�5�,�6���%�2�2�.�6���	���0�2�5�(���L�Q���$�W�O�D�Q�W�D��
�L�V�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �����W�K�� �D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\�� �L�Q�� �1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K��
�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V�� �E�\�� �E�H�O�O�� �K�R�R�N�V���� �*�O�R�U�L�D�� �6�W�H�L�Q�H�P���� �%�H�Y�H�U�O�\��
�*�X�\���6�K�H�I�W�D�O�O���� �$�O�L�F�H�� �:�D�O�N�H�U���� �3�H�D�U�O�� �&�O�H�D�J�H�� �D�Q�G�� �,�Q�G�L�J�R��
�*�L�U�O�V�������� �/�$�0�%�'�$�� �/�,�7�(�5�$�5�<�� �)�2�8�1�'�$�7�,�2�1�� �E�R�D�U�G��
�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �6�F�R�W�W�� �&�U�D�Q�L�Q�� �L�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �D�� �1�R�Y���� ������ �5�H�D�G���D��
�W�K�R�Q�� �D�W�� �*�L�R�Y�D�Q�Q�L�·�V�� �5�R�R�P�� �L�Q�� �3�K�L�O�D�G�H�O�S�K�L�D���� �D�� �I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U��
�W�R���K�H�O�S���S�D�\���I�R�U���U�H�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H�·�V���E�X�F�N�O�H�G���Z�D�O�O����
�&�R�Q�À�U�P�H�G���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���5�D�G�F�O�\�I�I�H�����0�D�U�N���0�H�U�O�L�V�����5�R�E��
�%�\�U�Q�H�V�����3�D�X�O���5�X�V�V�H�O�O�����3�H�U�U�\���%�U�D�V�V�����7�K�R�P���1�L�F�N�O�H�V�����9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D��
�%�U�R�Z�Q�Z�R�U�W�K���� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �&�D�U�W�H�U���� �%�R�E�� �6�P�L�W�K���� �(�G�G�L�H�� �6�D�U�I�D�W�\��
�D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�����0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H���/�/�)���E�R�D�U�G���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U��
�5�L�F�H���U�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�E�U�X�S�W�O�\���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����D�Q�G���$�O�\�V�R�Q���%�R�R�N�V��
�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U���'�R�Q���:�H�L�V�H���U�H�M�R�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���V�R�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U��

Richard Labonte has been reading, editing, selling, 
and writing about queer literature since the mid-
‘70s. He can be reached in care of this publication 
or at BookMarks@qsyndicate.com.

�7�d�d�`���B�V�g�`�hby Richard Labonte
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OUTINGS
Thursday, Oct. 22
New Volunteer Training. 6 p.m. Learn 
about Af�rmations and hear about ways 
to use your skills to make a difference. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Health Advisory Council Meeting. 
7 p.m. A meeting for LGBT and allied 
professionals in the health care �eld. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Susan Messer. 7 p.m. Author of “Grand 
River and Joy” and professor. Common 
Language, 317 Braun Court, Ann Arbor. 
734-663-0036. www.glbtbooks.com

Friday, Oct. 23
Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 
Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Gender Noise, 7 p.m. A safe space 
for LGBTQ youth to thrive through 
discussion, conversation and social 
activism. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Polyamory, 7 p.m. A discussion 
group for people in non-monogamous 
relationships. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine 
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaf�rmations.org

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: 
“Treading Water.” Casey has turned 
away from her family to work as a 
longshorewoman, but when Casey visits 
home, she �nds that her family’s ways 
have not changed. Af�rmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-
7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Midnight Movies Cult Classics, 10:30 
p.m. A series of classic midnight �lms 
shown on Five15’s big screen TV. Includes 
such favorites as “Valley of the Dolls,” 
“Die Mommie, Die” and “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” Five15 Media, Mojo and 
More, 515 S. Washington, Royal Oak. 
248-515-2551. www.�ve15.net

Saturday, Oct. 24
Wanna be Startin’ Somethin,’ 8 
a.m. A two-day dialogue for LGBT 
people that centers on discussions 
of the intersections of race, gender 
and social justice. Free. Detroit Start 
Something, Detroit. 313-570-1543.  
detroitstartsomething@gmail.com 

Tuesday, Oct. 27
Growing in Spirituality, 7 p.m. An 
interfaith group that explores the 
relationship between faith and LGBT 
identity. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Sing Out Detroit, 7 p.m. Rehearsals for 
35 member LGBT choir every Tuesday 
night. Call or email for more info. Singing 
and non singing members welcome. 
Sing Out Detroit, 26998 Woodward, 
Royal Oak. 248-943-2411. linda@
singoutdetroit.com. www.singoutdetroit.
com

Transgender SOS, 7 p.m. A safe 
space for spouses, partners, family and 
friends of transgender people. Ages 18 
and up. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

See Music, page 26

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS FREE!  

Visit our Web site today  

PrideSource.com

Elbow Deep, 9 p.m. Retro-Alterna-
Drag-Dance-Off!! The monthly gay 
night at Ypsilanti’s hottest bar. Cover: 
$5. House of Chanel and PUSH/PULL, 
6 S. Washington, Ypsilanti. 734-483-
6374. elbow.deep@hotmail.com. www.
myspace.com/deepelbow

LezBe Honest, 10 p.m. A new lesbian 
dance night. Studio 4, 314 S. Fourth 
Ave., Ann Arbor. 734-302-3687. www.
studio4club.com

Wednesday, Oct. 28
Caring Partners Support Group, 6:30 
p.m. Support group for caregivers who 
care for anyone in the LBGT community 
that has dementia or Alzheimer’s 
Disease. Alzheimers Association of 
Greater Michigan Chapter, 290 W. Nine 
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaf�rmations.org

Newly Single, 6:30 p.m. A support group 
for LGBT people who are coping with the 
loss of a relationship. Af�rmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaf�rmations.org

Rainbow Bowling League, 7 p.m. A 
weekly LGBT bowling league. Second 
date is season kick-off. Cost: $13 per 
week per person. Rainbow Bowling 
League, 2985 Washtenaw Road, 
Ypsilanti. 734-709-9115. www.
rainbowbowlingleague.com

Young @ Heart, 7 p.m. A space 
promoting socializing and conversation 
among those 45 and older. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Health Issues and Concerns of Lesbian 
Women, 7 p.m. Held in the Multi-Purpose 
Room, with presenters Celia Bridges and 
Amorie Robinson. Free. U of M Women’s 
Health Program, 343 S. Fifth Ave., Ann 
Arbor. 734-615-3799. angejohn@
umich.edu 

Keystone Women’s Wednesday, 7 
p.m. A friendly, smoke-free environment 
for women. gProductions, 200 West 
Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti. 734-544-9960. 
BGRRRLproductions@gmail.com 

Thursday, Oct. 29
LGBT Youth Support Group, 7 p.m. A 
group structured for LGBT youth. Held in 
the board conference room. The Network, 
345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 616-458-
3511. www.the-lgbt-network.org

Friday, Oct. 30
Halloween Dance, 6 p.m. A dance 
to bene�t the Forum Foundation, 
which provides scholarships to LGBT 
students. The Forum Foundation, 26601 
Ryan Road, Warren. 586-573-9932. 
info@theforumfoundation.org www.
theforumfoundation.org

Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 
Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Final Friday Filmfest & Discussion, 7 
p.m. October’s �lm is “The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show.” Free, but donations 
accepted. Genesee County PFLAG, 2474 
S. Ballenger Hwy., Flint. www.p�ag�int.
org

Gender Noise, 7 p.m. A safe space 
for LGBTQ youth to thrive through 
discussion, conversation and social 
activism. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: “The 
Outlaugh Festival on Wisecrack.” Starring 
the cast of the Logo stand-up comedy 
series “Wisecrack.” Af�rmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-
7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Saturday, Oct. 31
Porn Star Bingo, 8 p.m. With special 
guest Michael Brandon and Chrystal 
Harding calling numbers. Reservations 
recommended for parties larger than 6. 
Five15 Media, Mojo and More, 515 S. 
Washington, Royal Oak. 248-515-2551. 
www.�ve15.net

Halloween Night, 9 p.m. A Halloween 
membership appreciation party. Free 
for members, $10 for guests. Black 
and White Men Together-Detroit, 1238 
Balmoral, Mt. Clemens. 810-459-1858.   

Monster Bash, 9 p.m. Sober dance to 
bene�t TWC, a GLBT organization that 
sponsors an AA/Al-Anon conference in 
the spring. Admission: $5. Costumes 
encouraged! Together We Can, 2441 
Pinecrest, Ferndale. twc@twcdetroit.org 
www.twcdetroit.org

MUSIC & 
MORE
BENEFITS/SOCIAL EVENTS
Crossroads Village and Huckleberry 
Railroad “Halloween Ghosts and 
Goodies” Meet lots of spooky friends 
in the enchanted forest, plus watch an 
old-fashioned magic show.  Crossroads 
Village and Huckleberry Railroad, 6140 
Bray, Flint. Oct. 3 - Oct. 31. www.
geneseecountyparks.org/huckleberry_
railroad.htm

Farmingtom Hills Cultural Arts Division 
“All Hallow’s Eve Party” A Halloween 
gathering with music by the Old Town 
Blues Band, cash bar and costume 
contest. Tickets: $30 per person, $50 
per couple. Longacre House, 24705 
Farmington, Farmington Hills. 8 p.m. Oct. 
30. 248-473-1848. 

Music Hall Center for the Performing 
Arts “Masquerade Mystique” A costumed 
Halloween bene�t for the Music Hall with 
burlesque performances, food and more. 
Tickets: $85 regular, $200 VIP. Music Hall, 
350 Madison Ave., Detroit. 7 p.m. Oct. 30. 
313-887-8850. www.musichall.org

Northville Historical Society “Motor 
City Ghost Busters” An fun investigation 
to �nd out if Mill Race Village is 
haunted. Admission: $5 members, $7 
non-members. Mill Race Village, 215 
Griswold, Northville. 7 p.m. Oct. 24. 248-
348-1845. www.northville.org

Northville Historical Society “Tea and 
Sympathy” A Victorian Mourning Ritual 
by Traveling Tea Time. Admission: $30 
members, $35 non-members. Mill Race 
Village, 215 Griswold, Northville. 2 p.m. 
Oct. 24. 248-348-1845. www.northville.
org

The Henry Ford “Hallowe’en in 
Green�eld Village” Costumed characters, 
spooky decorations, hand-carved jack-o-
lanterns and more make up this annual 
event. Dinner packages available. Tickets: 
$12.75 members, $15 non-members. 
Green�eld Village, 20900 Oakwood Blvd., 
Dearborn. Oct. 9 - Oct. 25. 313-982-
6001. www.thehenryford.com

VegMichigan “Vegan Potluck and 
Video” A gathering for members and 
non-members. Cost: $7.50 or bring a 
dish to pass. Unity of Livonia, 28660 Five 
Mile Rd., Livonia. 1 p.m. Oct. 25. www.
vegmichigan.org

CLASSICAL
Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
“Tchaikovsky’s Pathetique” With 
conductor Andrey Boreyko and violinist 
Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg. Tickets: $19-
71. Orchestra Hall, 3711 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 29, 8 p.m. Oct. 30, 
8:30 p.m. Oct. 31. 313-576-5111. www.
detroitsymphony.com

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
“Rachmaninoff and Dvorak” Including 
performances of Rachmaninoff’s Piano 
Concerto No. 3 and Dvorak’s Symphony 
No. 8. Tickets: $19-71. Orchestra Hall, 
3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 10:45 a.m. 
Oct. 23, 8:30 p.m. Oct. 24, 3 p.m. Oct. 25. 
313-576-5111. www.detroitsymphony.
com

MSU College of Music “Philharmonic 
Orchestra” Performing works by 
Beethoven, Telemann and Hanson. 
Tickets: $10 adults, $8 seniors, free for 
students. Fairchild Theatre, Michigan 
State University, Lansing. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 
22. 517-355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Faculty Concert” 
Dmitri Berlinsky and friends. Tickets: 
$10 adults, $8 seniors, free for students. 
Music Building Auditorium, Michigan 
State University, Lansing. 8 p.m. Oct. 30. 
517-355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Symphony 
Orchestra” Performing works by Weber, 

Stumped for Halloween 
ideas this season? Why 
not spend it with a porn 
star. Infamous gay porn 
actor Michael Brandon 
will host Porn Star 
Bingo on Halloween 
night at Five15, Media, 
Mojo and More. The 
award-winning hottie 
will entertain as drag 
queen Chrystal Harding 
calls off numbers – with 
plenty of chances to 
win prizes. Doors open 
at 6:30 for the 8 p.m. 
show. Reservations are 
recommended for par-
ties larger than six . For 
more information, call 
248-515-2551 or visit 
�Z�Z�Z���À�Y�H�������Q�H�W��
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For all the latest professional theater news, log on to www.EncoreMichigan.com

Sarab Kamoo and Naz Edwards in “The Blank 
Page” at The Jewish Ensemble Theatre.  Photo: 
Yakov Faytlin

R E V I E W

‘The Blank Page’
The Jewish Ensemble Theatre at Aaron 

DeRoy Theatre on the campus of the Jewish 
Community Center, 6600 W. Maple Rd., West 

Bloom�eld. Wednesday-Sunday (except Friday) 
through Nov. 8. $28-$36.  

248-788-2900. 
 www.jettheatre.org

R E V I E W

‘Legally Blonde  
The Musical’

Broadway in Detroit at the Fisher Theatre, 
3011 W. Grand Blvd., Detroit. Tuesday-Sunday 

through Nov. 1. $30-$80.  
313-872-1000. 

www.broadwayindetroit.com

JET lets go with �ne season opener
BY DONALD V. CALAMIA

When asked what show I was looking 
forward to most this month, the answer was 
the world premiere of “The Blank Page” 
by Kitty Dubin at The Jewish Ensemble 
Theatre. For several reasons.

For starters, a previous premiere by 
the playwright, “Coming of Age,” was 
reportedly one of JET’s most successful 
shows ever – and one can’t help but wonder 
if lightning really CAN strike twice. And 
then there was the show’s pedigree: How 

often do you get the opportunity to see some 
of the best professional talent Michigan has 
to offer – Sarab Kamoo, Naz Edwards and 
John Lepard – together on the same stage, 
with award-winning director Gillian Eaton 
at the helm? (Not often enough!)

But more importantly was the pink 
elephant in the center of the theater on 
opening night: How well would JET 
recover from a somewhat inconsistent 
2008-09 season and this summer’s rancor-
ous departure of its founder and long-time 
artistic director?

The answer was quite obvious by 
the time the houselights came up after the 
conclusion of the second act.

Everything about “The Blank Page” 

�L�V���¿�U�V�W���U�D�W�H�����I�U�R�P���0�R�Q�L�N�D���(�V�V�H�Q�¶�V���V�P�D�U�W�O�\��
conceived two-level set to Elaine Hendriks 
Smith’s mood-enhancing lights. And the 
scene changes were quick, slick and well 
executed.

But it was the marriage between script 
and actors that grabbed the audience on 
opening night and never let go.

Dubin’s tale is a human drama faced 
by modern-day families all across America. 
When faced with the every-day pressures 
of work and family, and the drive (and ego) 
to succeed becomes an overwhelming pas-
sion, what – or who – suffers most?

In “The Blank Page,” a (so far) one-hit 
wonder is faced with a looming deadline 
�W�R�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�� �K�H�U�� �Q�H�[�W�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�� �±�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �L�I�� �V�K�H��
doesn’t, her already-extended contract will 
be canceled. As the fear of failure keeps 
Amy Kaplan from completing her second 
book, her day job as a college professor be-
comes more complicated by the arrival of 
Alex Malone, a promising graduate student 
who begs Amy to become her mentor.

To read the complete review, log on to www.
EncoreMichigan.com or www.pridesource.
com.

‘Legally Blonde’ sentences you to a good time
 BY MARTIN F. KOHN

A cute little Chihuahua and an adorable 
bulldog scamper about in “Legally Blonde 
�7�K�H���0�X�V�L�F�D�O���´���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���U�H�À�H�F�W��
nothing more than an attempt to ramp up 
the awww factor (it works), darned if they 
don’t symbolize our heroine, Elle Woods. 
She begins the show as a cute little college 
student whose only aspiration is a proposal 
from her boyfriend, but once she gets her 
�W�H�H�W�K�� �L�Q�W�R�� �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �V�K�H��
doesn’t let go.

As in the movie “Legally Blonde,” 
it’s Harvard Law School, perhaps the last 
place you’d expect a fashion merchandising 
major from Malibu, even one with a 4.0 
grade point average. But there’s nothing 
average about Elle. She goes off to Harvard 
�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���D�I�W�H�U���K�H�U���E�R�\�I�U�L�H�Q�G���E�X�W���¿�Q�G�V���V�R�P�H-
�W�K�L�Q�J�� �P�X�F�K�� �E�H�W�W�H�U���� �K�H�U�V�H�O�I���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �D�� �¿�V�K��
�R�X�W���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�V�K�� �H�Y�R�O�Y�H�V��

and develops lungs, despite everyone who 
would scoff at her.

Speaking of lungs, not only does 
Becky Gulsvig, who plays Elle, sing im-
pressively, hers is a voice with subtext. In 
�K�H�U���¿�U�V�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U�����³�2�P�L�J�R�G���<�R�X���*�X�\�V���´���Z�K�H�Q��
Gulsvig dips down into her lower register 
she reveals a hint of resolute maturity.

This may make it sound as if “Legally 
Blonde” has more uplift than a concrete 

�:�R�Q�G�H�U�E�U�D�� ���W�R�� �T�X�R�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�� �¿�O�P�� �F�U�L�W�L�F��
Kathy Huffhines), when the show really 
delivers a whole lot of fun. It features a 
Greek chorus (Elle’s sorority sisters); a 
juicy murder trial; a send-up of “Riv-
erdance;” singing, dancing students 
reminiscent of one of those 1930s college 
movies where everyone does the varsity 
drag; those dogs, true love discovered and 
a happy ending.

Sure, parts of the story strain credu-
lity (a young lawyer who’s never seen a 
department store? Really?) and among 
�W�K�H�� �V�R�Q�J�V���� �E�\�� �/�D�X�U�H�Q�F�H�� �2�¶�.�H�H�I�H�� �D�Q�G��
Nell Benjamin, nothing adheres after the 
curtain comes down.

�:�H�L�J�K���W�K�D�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D���¿�U�V�W���U�D�W�H���F�D�V�W����
clever sets (by David Rockwell), a pace 
(established by director-choreographer 
Jerry Mitchell) that never bores and a 
heroine who’s winning in every sense.

�2�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Y�H�U�U�X�O�H�G��

Doing ‘The Time Warp’ at Clutch Cargo’s
R E V I E W

‘The Rocky Horror Show’
Front Row Productions at iLounge, lower 

level of Clutch Cargo’s, 65 E. Huron, Pontiac. 
Thursday-Sunday through Nov. 1. Thursday 
shows: Ages 18 and over only; weekend 

shows: Ages 21 and older. $20 ($25 midnight 
shows). 1-800-745-3000. 
www.showsatfrontrow.com

BY D. A. BLACKBURN

There’s something uniquely timeless 
about doing “The Time Warp,” and though 
“The Rocky Horror Show” graces area 
stages with an almost alarming frequency, 
it never seems to wear out its welcome. The 
campy, sexually-charged show continues 
to draw performers and patrons into its 
laboratory of racy music and innuendo, to 
sing along, dance, laugh and participate in 
ways that no other show can duplicate. So 
it’s little surprise that Front Row Produc-
tions has opened an inspired production of 
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���2�¶�%�U�L�H�Q�¶�V���F�X�O�W���F�O�D�V�V�L�F���D�W���3�R�Q�W�L�D�F�¶�V��
Clutch Cargo Night Club.

The FRP production, which opened 
�2�F�W�������������Z�D�V���D���Z�H�O�O���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���D�I�I�D�L�U���G�H�V�S�L�W�H��
the chilly weather and a venue well outside 
the norm for most regular theater patrons. 
Those who ventured out for the show were 
�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�R���D���V�D�W�L�V�I�\�L�Q�J���±���W�K�R�X�J�K���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\��

�À�D�Z�H�G���±���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
FRP’s cast is roundly appealing. 

Headed by comedian Lloyd Ziel as Nar-
�U�D�W�R�U���� �W�K�H�� �F�D�V�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�� �¿�W�� �I�R�U�� �³�5�R�F�N�\��
Horror” – appealing visually, theatrically 
and vocally talented. Ziel is charming and 
delightfully funny, improvising lightly and 
playing off the crowd to great effect.

In the ensemble, Jason Landis (Riff 
Raff), Vanesa Sawson (Magenta), Jeff 

Richardson (Eddie) and Sara Winter 
(Janet) all lend excellent voices to the 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H�\�¶�U�H���D�O�V�R���L�Q���¿�Q�H���I�R�U�P���I�U�R�P��
�D�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Q�J�� �V�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �2�V�F�D�U��
Alejandro (Frank N. Furter) Adam Landis 
(Brad), Mary Ann Redhage (Columbia) 
and Jon Ellison (Rocky).

But in technical respects, FRP’s 
production falls flat. Sloppy lighting 
work, particularly with spotlights, is an 
annoying distraction. And the work really 
breaks down at the sound board. Though 
the live band has the show’s music well in 
hand, they consistently drowned out the 
�F�D�V�W�¶�V���X�Q���D�P�S�O�L�¿�H�G���Y�R�F�D�O�V���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���Q�L�J�K�W����
This problem was further compounded by 
frequent feedback from speakers, jarring 
the audience and the performers.

If FRP can straighten out these tech-
nical issues, it will have a strong produc-
tion on its hands.
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�Š��Music
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Mozart and Bartok. Tickets: $10 adults, 
$8 seniors, free for students. Wharton 
Center for Performing Arts, Michigan 
State University, Lansing. 8 p.m. Oct. 24. 
517-355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

Universal Musical Society “Belcea 
Quartet” Performing works by Haydn, 
Shostakovich, Schubert and Britten. 
Tickets: $20-42. Rackham Auditorium, 
825 N. University, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 
30. 734-764-2538. www.ums.org

CONCERTS
AEG Live “Gov’t Mule” With special guest 
Jackie Greene. Tickets: $25-55. Royal 
Oak Music Theatre, 318 W. 4th St., Royal 
Oak. 7 p.m. Oct. 25. 248-399-2980. 
www.royaloakmusictheatre.com

AEG Live “Railroad Earth” Tickets: $20 
in advance, $25 at the door. The Royal 
Oak Music Theatre, 318 W. Fourth, 
Royal Oak. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 31. www.
royaloakmusictheatre.com

Arab American National Museum 
“Bill Miller” A Native American folk 
concert. Tickets: $10. Arab American 
National Museum, 13624 Michigan 
Ave., Dearborn. 6:30 p.m. Oct. 29. www.
arabamericanmuseum.org

Body, Mind, Spirit Wellness Center 
“New Sounds Downtown” A concert 
series hosted by composer Curtis Glatter 
with collaborations between classical, 
folk, jazz and experimental musicians. 
Body, Mind, Spirit Wellness Center, 2007 
S. State, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 30, 8 p.m. 
Dec. 18, 8 p.m. Feb. 26. 734-925-1904. 

Lansing Symphony Orchestra 
“Halloween Spooktacular” A family 
concert with selections from “The 
Addams Family, “Harry Potter” and more. 
Tickets: $15 adults, $10 students. East 
Lansing High School, 509 Burcham, East 
Lansing. 3 p.m. Oct. 25. 517-487-5001. 
www.lansingsymphony.org

Live Nation “Emmylou Harris and Her 
Red Dirt Boys” With special guest Buddy 
Miller. Tickets: $35-45. Michigan Theater, 
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 7 p.m. Oct. 23. 
www.livenation.com

Midland Symphony Orchestra 
“Halloween Treats” A Halloween concert 
with treats for guests and performance of 
such selections as “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow, “Funeral March of a Marionette” 
and more. Tickets: $10 adults, $6 
students. Midland Center for the Arts, 
1801 W. St. Andrews, Midland. 1 p.m. 
Oct. 31. 989-631-8250. www.mcfta.org

Motor City Casino “Bruce Hornsby and 
The Noisemakers” A performance by 
the Grammy Award-winning jazz, rock 
and blues group. Tickets: $40-45. Sound 
Board Theater, Motor City Casino, Detroit. 
8 p.m. Oct. 30. www.motorcitycasino.
com

MSU College of Music “Vocal Jazz 
Emsemble I and II” Tickets: $10 adults, 
$8 seniors, free for students. Music 
Building Auditorium, Michigan State 
University, Lansing. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 26. 
517-355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Faculty Concert” 
Professors of Jazz. Tickets: $10 adults, 
$8 seniors, free for students. Music 
Building Auditorium, Michigan State 
University, Lansing. 8 p.m. Oct. 23. 517-
355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “University 
Chorale and State Singers” Tickets: $10 
adults, $8 seniors, free for students. 
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 E. 
Grand River Ave., Lansing. 7 p.m. Oct. 25. 
517-355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Spartan 
Spectacular” Featuring the Wind 
Symphony, Symphony Band, Spartan 
Maching Band and Drumline. Tickets: 
$8-12. Wharton Center, Michigan State 
University, Lansing. 4 p.m. Oct. 31, 8 p.m. 
Oct. 31. 517-432-2000. www.music.
msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Wind Symphony 
and Jazz Orchestra I” Performing works 

by Stravinsky, Bernstein, Ellington and 
others. Tickets: $10 adults, $8 seniors, 
free for students. Wharton Center 
for Performing Arts, Michigan State 
University, Lansing. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 27. 
517-355-3345. www.music.msu.edu

Olympia Entertainment “Kelly 
Clarkston” The “All I Ever Wanted” Tour, 
with special guests The Veronicas and 
Parachute. Tickets: $49.50-59.50. Fox 
Theatre, 2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
7:30 p.m. Oct. 25. www.ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment “Assi El Hellani 
and Shada Hassoun” The Lebanese 
superstar and Star Academy Lebanon 
season four winner. Tickets: $65-145. Fox 
Theatre, 2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
9:30 p.m. Oct. 30. www.ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment “George 
Benson” A performance by the legendary 
jazz musician with special guests Joe 
Sample, Impromp2 and Lilah Hathaway. 
Tickets: $53-68. Masonic Temple Theatre, 
500 Temple Ave., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 
24. www.ticketmaster.com

Universal Musical Society “Stile Antico” 
A performance by the choir group, 
composed of 12 young British singers. 
Tickets: $25-35. St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 2250 E. Stadium Blvd., 
Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 27. www.ums.org

Universal Musical Society “Heavenly 
Harmonies” Stile Antico, performing 
works by Thomas Tallis and William Byrd. 
Tickets: $25-35. St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 2250 E. Stadium Blvd., 
Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 27. 734-764-2538. 
www.ums.org

DANCE
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble “On The 
Move” A dance performance by EDE and 
special guests. Tickets: $16 adults, $8 
students. Varner Recital Hall, 2200 N. 
Squirrel Road, Rochester. 8 p.m. Oct. 24. 
248-370-3013. www.ede-dance.org

Michigan Opera Theatre “Pilobolus” 
A performance by the unique dance 
company. Tickets: $29-76. Detroit Opera 
House, 1526 Broadway, Detroit. 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 31, 2:30 p.m. Nov. 1. www.
michiganopera.org

The Whiting “Lord of the Dance” A one-
time-only performance of the famous 
dance production. Tickets: $31-64. The 
Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley, Flint. 8 p.m. 
Oct. 23. 810-237-7333. www.thewhiting.
com

FILM & VIDEO
Detroit Institute of Arts “La Boheme” 
Part of the World Opera in Cinema series. 
Tickets: $20 adults, $18 members, 
students and seniors. Detroit Film 
Theatre, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 6 
p.m. Oct. 22, 1 p.m. Oct. 24. 313-833-
7900. www.dia.org/dft

Friends of the Penn “Bride of 
Frankenstein” Part of the Shocktober 
Thursday Classics series. Tickets: $3. 
Penn Theatre, 760 Penniman Ave., 
Plymouth. 7 p.m. Oct. 29. 734-453-0870. 
www.penntheatre.com

Friends of the Penn “Abbott and 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” Part of the 
Shocktober Thursday Classics series. 
Tickets: $3. Penn Theatre, 760 Penniman 
Ave., Plymouth. 7 p.m. Oct. 22. 734-453-
0870. www.penntheatre.com

OTHER
826michigan “How To Write Like I Do” 
A workshop on Writing From Experience, 
taught by memoirist Stephen Elliott. Cost: 
$60. 826michigan, 115 E. Liberty, Ann 
Arbor. 1 p.m. Oct. 31. 734-761-3463. 
www.826michigan.org

All Creatures ULC “All Creatures ULC 
Spiritual Service” Pets are always 
welcome at our services. We are the 
perfect place for people who want to 
include their pets in their spiritual life. 
Dunk N Dogs Pet Wash, 27911 Five Mile 
Rd., Livonia. Oct. 18 - March 28. 313-
563-0162. www.allcreaturesulc.com

Arab American National Museum 
“Arabic Folktales” Featuring “Goha/
the Hodja/the Mullah” plus a painting 
craft session. For children ages 6-12. 
Arab American National Museum, 
13624 Michigan Ave., Dearborn. 2 

p.m. Nov. 1. 313-582-2266. www.
arabamericanmuseum.org

Arab American National Museum 
“Hispanic Folktales” Featuring “My 
Tata’s Guitar” with a guitar making 
craft session. For children ages 6-12. 
Arab American National Museum, 
13624 Michigan Ave., Dearborn. 2 
p.m. Oct. 25. 313-582-2266. www.
arabamericanmuseum.org

Dawn Farm “Alcoholics Anonymous: 
A Panel Discussion” A moderated 
discussion on addiction and recovery. 
Free. St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, 5305 
Elliot Drive, Ypsilanti. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 27. 
734-485-8725. www.dawnfarm.org

Music Society “ABC’s and Do Re Mi’s 
of Music” An introduction to music 
for kids ages 8-11. Admission: $75. 
Midland Center for the Arts, 1801 W. 
St. Andrews, Midland. Sep. 30 - Nov. 4. 
989-631-8250. www.mcfta.org

Music Society “ABC’s and Do Re 
Mi’s of Music” An introduction to 
music for ages 6-8. Admission: $75. 
Midland Center for the Arts, 1801 W. 
St. Andrews, Midland. Sep. 28 - Nov. 2. 
989-631-8250. www.mcfta.org

Music Society “The Musical Recipes 
of Gershwin to Sondheim” A class that 
explores the American sound book. 
For ages 14 and up. Admission: $45. 
Midland Center for the Arts, 1801 W. 
St. Andrews, Midland. 5:30 p.m. Oct. 
5, 5:30 p.m. Oct. 12, 5:30 p.m. Oct. 
19, 5:30 p.m. Oct. 26. 989-631-8250. 
www.mcfta.org

SHOWS
Alturo Shelton Foundation for the 
Performing Arts “Mr. Motown Tribute 
Show” Hosted by comedian Skeeter 
Murray. Tickets: $20. City Theatre, 2301 
Woodward Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 24, 
10:30 p.m. Oct. 24. www.ticketmaster.
com

Motor City Casino “Robin Williams” 
“Weapons of Self-Destruction” 
rescheduled tour. Tickets: $95-150. 
Sound Board Theater, Motor City 
Casino, Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 31. www.
motorcitycasino.com

Royal Oak Music Theatre “Broken 
Lizard Live” Featuring the stars of “Super 
Troopers” and “Beerfest.” Tickets: $29.50 
advance, $32 at the door. Royal Oak 
Music Theatre, 318 W. Fourth, Royal Oak. 
6 p.m. Oct. 24. 800-919-6272. www.
royaloakmusictheatre.com

Wharton Center “Michael Feldman’s 
Whad’ Ya Know?” A live performance 
of the comedy, quiz and interview radio 
show. Tickets: $30-45. MSU Auditorium, 
141 Auditorium, East Lansing. 10:30 
a.m. Oct. 31. 517-432-2000. www.
whartoncenter.com

Wharton Center “Bo Burnham” The Fake 
ID Tour. Tickets: $22.50 adults, $17.50 
students. Wharton Center for Performing 
Arts, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing. 7 p.m. Oct. 30. 517-432-2000. 
www.whartoncenter.com

THEATER
BENEFITS AND FUNDRAISERS
Haunted in the House Join MOT’s Young 
Professionals as the grand lobby areas 
and second �oor are transformed into 
a spook-tacular palace of fright and 
intrigue. $35 general, $75 VIP. Michigan 
Opera Theatre, Detroit Opera House, 
1526 Broadway St., Detroit. 10 p.m. Oct. 
31. 313-237-7464. www.michiganopera.
org

Six Steps to Heaven The Leigh 
Daniels Ensemble will perform a mix 
of contemporary, classical and jazz 
compositions by Daniels, including 
several new works. All proceeds bene�t 
Performance Network. $25. Performance 
Network Theatre, 120 E. Huron St., Ann 
Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 28. 734-663-0681. 
www.performancenetwork.org

Stage Fright Promising to be a 
Halloween bash like no other, the evening 

will feature a dessert buffet, cash bar, 
DJ and dancing, and scenes and dances 
performed by Tipping Point Theatre 
actors. $30 per person or $55 per couple. 
Tipping Point Theatre, 361 E. Cady St., 
Northville. 8 p.m. Oct. 24. 248-347-0003. 
www.tippingpointtheatre.com

CIVIC/COMMUNITY THEATER
A Dickens’ Christmas Carol - A 
Traveling Travesty in Two Tumultuous 
Acts $8-$10. Thebes Players, Lowell 
Performing Arts Center, 11700 Vergenes 
St., Lowell. Through  Oct. 25. 616-897-
8545. www.lowellartscouncil.org

A Few Good Men $10-$14. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr., Lansing. 
Oct. 22 - Nov. 1. 517-482-5700. www.
riverwalktheatre.com

Come to the Cabaret $15. Spotlight 
Players, The Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Rd., Canton. 8 
p.m. Oct. 24. 734-394-5300. www.
spotlightplayersmi.org

Escanaba in da Moonlight $11. 
Wyandotte Community Theatre, Jo 
Brighton Auditorium, 4460 18th St., 
Wyandotte. Oct. 23 - 31.  www.
wyandottecommunitytheatre.com

Ragtime the Musical $18.72-$26. 
Music Society and Theatre Guild, Midland 
Center for the Arts, 1801 W. St. Andrews 
Rd., Midland. Through Oct. 24. 989-631-
8250. www.mcfta.org

Rent $20. St. Dunstan’s Theatre, 
St. Dunstan’s Theatre Pavilion, 400 
Lone Pine Road, Bloom�eld Hills. 
Through Nov. 1. 248-737-3587. www.
StDunstansTheatre.com

The Good Doctor $12. Barefoot 
Productions, Walker-Buzenberg Building, 
240 N. Main St., Plymouth. Through Oct. 
25. 734-560-1493. www.justgobarefoot.
com

The Rocky Horror Show $25. The 
Croswell, 129 E. Maumee, Adrian. Oct. 
30 - Nov. 1. 517-264-7469. www.
croswell.org

Twelfth Night $17-$22. Kalamazoo Civic 
Theatre, Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St., 
Kalamazoo. Through Oct. 24. 269-343-
1313. www.kazoocivic.com

Why We Tortured Him: $15. 
Hammertheatre, The Pearl Company, 
16 Steven St., Hamilton, Ontario. Oct. 
29 - Nov. 8. 905-524-0606. http://
thepearlcompany.ca

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
THEATER
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum $15. EMU Theatre, Quirk 
Theatre, East Circle Dr. & Best Hall, 
Ypsilanti. Oct. 23 - 31. 734-487-2282. 
www.emich.edu/emutheatre

Five Women Wearing the Same Dress 
$20. The University Theatre, Gilmore 
Theatre Complex’s Williams Theatre, 
1903 W. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo. 
Oct. 29 - Nov. 8. 269-387-6222. www.
wmutheatre.com

Serenading Louie $10-$12. WSU Studio 
Theatre, 4743 Cass Ave., Detroit. Oct. 
22 - 31. 313-577-2972. www.wsushows.
com

The Talented Tenth $15. Bonstelle 
Theatre, 3424 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
Through Oct. 25. 313-577-2960. www.
bonstelle.com

PROFESSIONAL
A Midsummer Night’s Dream $10-$20. 
Blackbird Theatre, 1600 Pauline, Ann 
Arbor. Through Oct. 31. 734-332-3848. 
www.blackbirdtheatre.org An In�nite 
Ache $18-$24. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam Rd., Williamston. 
Through Nov. 8. 517-655-7469. www.
williamstontheatre.org

Angel in the Night $14-$16. Flint Youth 
Theatre, 1220 E. Kearsley St., Flint. 
Through Oct. 24. 810-237-1530. www.
�intyouththeatre.org

Dark Matter Late night every Friday 
& Saturday. $5. Go Comedy! Improv 
Theater, 261 E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 
Through Oct. 31. 248-327-0575. www.
gocomedy.net

Dutchman $18. Magenta Giraffe Theatre 
Company, The Furniture Factory, 4126 
Third St, Detroit. Oct. 23 - Nov. 22. 313-
408-7269. www.magentagiraffe.org

Escanaba $20-$38. The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company, 137 Park St., Chelsea. 
Through Dec. 19. 734-433-7673. www.
purplerosetheatre.org

Ethel Merman’s Broadway $39.50. 
Gem Theatre, 333 Madison St., Detroit. 
Through Nov. 21. 313-963-9800. www.
gemtheatre.com

Evil Dead: The Musical hilarious 
melodic spoof. Warning: Come prepared 
to possibly get spackled with �ying 
red liquid! $10-$25. Who Wants 
Cake Theatre, The Ringwald Theatre, 
22742 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Oct. 
23 - Nov. 16. 248-545-5545. www.
whowantscaketheatre.com

Go Comedy! All Star Showdown Two 
shows every Friday & Saturday night. 
$15. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Happy Days $15. Matrix Theatre, 2730 
Bagley St., Detroit. Through Nov. 15. 313-
967-0599. www.matrixtheatre.org

Haunted Theatre $5. Matrix Theatre, 
B.O.U.Y. 3, 3041 W. Vernor Hwy., Detroit. 
Oct. 28 - Nov. 1. 313-967-0599. www.
matrixtheatre.org

Hedwig and the Angry Inch $29-$42. 
Panic Productions, The Lexington Music 
Theatre Co., 7318 Huron Ave., Lexington. 
Oct. 22 - 24. 810-359-0121. www.
lexmtc.com

I Ought to Be in Pictures $16. What’s 
That Smell, The Box Theatre, 70 Macomb 
Place, second �oor, Mt. Clemens. Oct. 23 
- Nov. 7. 586-954-2677. 

Joe vs. The Travis A Late Night show. 
$5. Planet Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff St., 
Hamtramck. Oct. 30 - Nov. 14. 313-365-
4948. www.planetant.com

Kwame a River 2: The Wrath of 
Conyers $15-$20. Andiamo Novi Theatre, 
42705 Grand River Ave., Novi. Through 
Dec. 27. 1-800-745-3000. www.
ticketmaster.com

Legally Blonde The Musical $30-$80. 
Broadway in Detroit, Fisher Theatre, 3011 
W. Grand Blvd., Detroit. Through Nov. 1. 
313-872-1000. www.broadwayindetroit.
com

Lord of the Dance $31-$64. The Whiting, 
1241 E. Kearsley St., Flint. 8 p.m. Oct. 23. 
810-237-7333. www.thewhiting.com

Love’s Labour’s Lost Staged by 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre of London. 
$20-$50. University Musical Society, 
Power Center, 121 Fletcher St., Ann Arbor. 
Through Oct. 25. 734-764-2538. www.
ums.org

Monday Nights @ Planet Ant $5. Planet 
Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff, Hamtramck. 
313-365-4948. www.planetant.com

Nabucco $29-$121. Michigan Opera 
Theatre, Detroit Opera House, 1526 
Broadway St., Detroit. Through Oct. 24. 
313-237-7464. www.michiganopera.org

One Flea Spare $15. Planet Ant Theatre, 
2357 Caniff St., Hamtramck. Through Oct. 
24. 313-365-4948. www.planetant.com

Pilobolus $29-$76. Detroit Opera House, 
1526 Broadway St., Detroit. Oct. 31 - Nov. 
1. 313-237-7464. www.michiganopera.
org

She Loves Me $25. Farmers Alley 
Theatre, 221 Farmers Alley, Kalamazoo. 
Through Oct. 25. 269-343-2727. www.
farmersalleytheatre.com

Shoufou Alwawa Wayn $25-$45. 
Ford Community & Performing Arts 
Center, 15801 Michigan Ave., Dearborn. 
Oct. 29 - 31. 313-943-2354. www.
dearbornfordcenter.com

Sundays at Go Comedy! $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Super Happy Funtime Burlesque 
Halloween Show 8 p.m. show all ages 
circus performance ( $5 kids, $10 adults); 
10 p.m. Halloween Burlesque Show, ages 
21+ ( $20-$25.). The Acorn Theater, 107 
Generations Dr., Three Oaks. Oct. 30. 
269-756-3879. www.acorntheater.com

Tap Dogs $17-$52. Macomb Center for 
the Performing Arts, 44575 Gar�eld Rd., 
Clinton Township. Oct. 24. 586-286-
2222. www.macombcenter.com

The Blank Page $28-$36. The Jewish 
Ensemble Theatre, Aaron DeRoy Theatre, 

At 8 p.m. Oct. 24, the Eisenhower Dance Ensemble will 
present their annual On The Move concert showcase at 
Varner Recital Hall on the Oakland University campus.

This year’s show will feature a new piece by gay chore-
ographer Eddy Ocampo called “Orion,” a modern work 
set to classical music. Also included will be the Latin-
themed “Brava,” the humorous “Who’s the Boss” and 
“No Angels in My Kamikaze Heaven,” a modern hip-hop 
piece.

Audience members are also invited to meet the dancers 
following the performance at Dessert with the Dancers, 
held at Buddy’s Pizza in Auburn Hills.

Tickets for the show are $17 for adults and $9 for stu-
dents. The dessert is $20 in advance and $25 at the door.

For more information, visit www.ede-dance.org.

EDITOR’S PICK
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6600 W. Maple Rd., West Bloom�eld. 
Through Nov. 8. 248-788-2900. www.
jettheatre.org

The Blonde, the Brunette and 
the Vengeful Redhead $25-$39. 
Performance Network Theatre, 120 
E. Huron St., Ann Arbor. Through 
Oct. 25. 734-663-0681. www.
performancenetwork.org

The Carol Burnett Show Reservations 
required. Dinner served at 7:30 p.m.; 
lunch Sunday matinees at 1:30 p.m. 
Dinner performances - $35 per person, 
or $60 per couple; $25 Sunday matinees. 
(Includes lunch/dinner, dessert, tax, tip 
& performance.). TNT Productions, The 
Biddle Hall, 3239 Biddle Ave., Wyandotte. 
Through Dec. 18. 734-626-8395. 

The Fantasticks $25-$30. Hilberry 
Theatre, 4743 Cass Ave., Detroit. Through 
Oct. 24. 313-577-2972. www.hilberry.
com

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow $24-$39. 
Meadow Brook Theatre, 2200 N. Squirrel 
Rd., Rochester. Through Nov. 1. 248-377-
3300. www.mbtheatre.com

The Rocky Horror Show Thursday 
shows: Ages 18 and over only; weekend 
shows: Ages 21 and older. $20 general, 
$25 midnight shows. Front Row 
Productions, iLounge - lower level of 
Clutch Cargo’s, 65 E. Huron, Pontiac. Oct. 
15 - Nov. 1. 1-800-745-3000. www.
showsatfrontrow.com

The Weird Sisters with the Strange 
Brothers $22. The Acorn Theater, 107 
Generations Dr., Three Oaks. 8 p.m. Oct. 
24. 269-756-3879. www.acorntheater.
com

The Werewolf of the Full Moon 
$14-$16. Broadway Onstage Live 
Theatre, 21517 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe. 
Oct. 23 - Nov. 21. 586-771-6333. www.
broadwayonstage.com

Thursdays at Go Comedy! $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Wednesdays at Go Comedy! $5 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

AUDITIONS, CLASSES & 
NEWS:
SPOTLIGHT PLAYERS – auditions for 
“Fonts! A Type of Musical,” Nov. 3-4, 
734-480-4945; 

HOW TO CONTACT ‘THEATER EVENTS’ 
AND ‘CURTAIN CALLS’ Please send 
all press releases and promotional 
materials at least three weeks prior to 
the scheduled event, and your story ideas, 
comments, brickbats and accolades - 
preferably via e-mail - to curtaincalls@
pridesource.com or by snail-mail to 
Curtain Calls, Between The Lines, 11920 
Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan 
48150. Unless otherwise noted, ticket 
prices shown above are for adult general 
admission tickets only; please contact 
the theater for questions regarding the 
availability of discount tickets for preview 
performances, advance sales, groups, 
students, seniors and children. Complete 
listings can be found online at www.
pridesource.com/happenings.phtml.

ART ‘N’ 
AROUND
(323East “Glenn Barr” A solo exhibit by 
the accomplished animated and graphic 
design artist. Reception held 6-11 p.m. 
Oct. 28. Free. 323East Gallery, 323 E. 
Fourth Street, Royal Oak. Oct. 28 - Nov. 
27.  248-246-9544. www.323east.com

Biddle Gallery “Halloweird Hallowbaloo” 
A mixed media shot with robots, aliens, 
monsters and more. Biddle Gallery, 2840 
Biddle Ave., Wyandotte. Oct. 16 - Oct. 31. 
734-281-4779. www.biddlegallery.com

Community Arts @ Paramount Gallery 
“James Homer Brown” A new exhibit by 
the local artist, entitled “Lost Weekend.” 
Paramount Gallery, 22635 Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale. Sep. 22 - Nov. 9. 248-
414-6500. 

Detroit Institute of Arts “Avedon 
Fashion Photographs” An exhibit of 50 
years of fashion photographs by Richard 
Avedon. Tickets: $12 adults, $6 youth, 
free for members. Detroit Institute of Arts, 
5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. Oct. 18 - 
Jan. 17. 313-833-7900. www.dia.org

Detroit Institute of Arts “Baroque 1620-
1800” An exhibit that explores Style in 
the Age of Magni�cence. Tickets: $15 
adults, $7 youth, free for DIA members. 
Detroit Institute of Arts, 2100 Woodward, 
Detroit. Sep. 20 - Jan. 3. 313-833-7900. 
www.dia.org

Detroit Institute of Arts “Rede�ning 
20th Century Printmaking” The work 
of Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns 
and Jim Dine, with over 70 prints in the 
collection. Museum admission: $8 adults, 
$6 seniors, $4 youth. Detroit Institute 
of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
July 15 - Oct. 25. 313-833-7900. www.
dia.org

Detroit Science Center “Accidental 
Mummies of Guanajuato” The world 
debut of a new traveling mummy 
exhibition. Tickets: $24.95 adults, $22.95 
seniors and $19.95 children. Detroit 
Science Center, 5020 John R. Street, 
Detroit. Oct. 10 - Jan. 31. 313-577-8400. 
www.detroitsciencecenter.org 

Eastern Michigan University Art 
Department “Contemporary Painting” 
Showcasing the work of local, regional 
and national painters. Free. Ford Gallery, 
114 Ford Hall, Ypsilanti. Oct. 5 - Nov. 
5. 734-487-0465. www.emich.edu/
fordgallery

Eastern Michigan University Art 
Department “Contemporary Sculpture” 
Showcasing the work of eight sculptors. 
Free. University Art Gallery, 900 Oakwood 
Street, Ypsilanti. Oct. 5 - Nov. 5. 734-
487-0465. www.emich.edu/art

Gallery Project “Landscape and 
Memory” Artwork of landscapes. Free. 
Gallery Project, 215 S. Fourth Ave., Ann 
Arbor. Sep. 23 - Nov. 1. 734-997-7012. 
www.thegalleryproject.com

Henry Ford Museum “Lego Castle 
Adventure” A fully interactive Lego 
kingdom display. Admission: $15 adults, 
$14 seniors, $11 youth and members. 
Children under �ve are free. Henry 
Ford Museum, 20900 Oakwood Blvd., 
Dearborn. Oct. 10 - Jan. 3. 313-982-
6001. www.thehenryford.com

Holocaust Memorial Center “Portraits 
of Zinkov” Paintings by artist Alan Zola 
Schulman. Free admission. Holocaust 
Memorial Center, 28123 Orchard Lake 
Road, Farmington Hills. Sep. 6 - Oct. 30. 
248-553-2400. www.holocaustcenter.org

Jewish Community Center of Metro 
Detroit “The Bra Show” An exhibit 
featuring decorated bras to raise funds 
for the Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital. 
Jewish Community Center, 6600 W. 
Maple, West Bloom�eld. Oct. 18 - Dec. 
17. 248-432-5579. www.jccdet.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “Embracing 
Diverse Voices” African-American Art in 
the Collection of the KIA. Free. Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, Kalamazoo. 
Oct. 3 - Nov. 29. 269-349-7775. www.
kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “In Search 
of Motion” The work of deceased sculptor 
John Cavanaugh. Free. Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, Kalamazoo. 
Sep. 19 - Nov. 8. 269-349-7775. www.
kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “Speed 
Bump” An exhibit of Sunday cartoons by 
Dave Coverly. Opening reception held at 5 
p.m. Sept. 5. Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 
314 S. Park, Kalamazoo. Sep. 5 - Jan. 10. 
269-349-7775. www.kiarts.org

Kresge Art Museum “Altered 
Landscapes” Works by John Pfahl. Free. 
Kresge Art Museum, Michigan State 
University, Lansing. Oct. 24 - Nov. 30. 
www.artmuseum.msu.edu

Kresge Art Museum “Class Pictures” 
Photographs by Dawoud Bey. Opening 
reception held 2-4 p.m. Oct. 25. Kresge 
Art Museum, Michigan State University, 
Lansing. Oct. 24 - Dec. 18. www.
artmuseum.msu.edu

Lawrence Street Gallery “Celebrate 
the Print” A juried exhibition of local 
printmakers. Lawrence Street Gallery, 
22620 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Sep. 
30 - Oct. 31. 248-544-0394. www.
lawrencestreetgallery.com

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum “Breaking the Mold” 
Contemporary Chinese and Japanese 
Ceramic Sculpture. 
Marshall M. Fredericks 
Sculpture Museum, 
Saginaw Valley State 
University, Saginaw. 
Oct. 2 - Jan. 28. www.
marshallfredericks.org

Marshall M. Fredericks 
Sculpture Museum 
“Textile Extensions” Quilts 
in a New Context, the 
work of Carole Harris. 
Opening reception held 
3-5 p.m. Oct. 3. Marshall 
M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum, Saginaw 
Valley State University , 
Saginaw. Oct. 2 - Jan. 28. 
www.marshallfredericks.
org

Midland Center for the 
Arts “Pareidolia” New 
ceramic works by James 
Freeman. Admission: $8 
adults, $5 youth. Alden B. 
Dow Museum of Science 
and Art, 1801 W. St. 
Andrews, Midland. Oct. 16 
- Jan. 3. 989-631-8250. 
www.mcfta.org

MSU Museum “Day of 
the Dead” A multimedia 
exhibit shown in 
conjunction with the 
Cristo Rey Community 
Center. MSU Museum, 
Michigan State University, 
East Lansing. Oct. 28 - 
Nov. 12. 517-355-2370. 
http://museum.msu.edu

MSU Museum “Festive 
Images” Images from the 
Great Lakes Folk Festival 
Exhibition. Free. MSU 
Museum, Michigan State 
University, Lansing. Sep. 1 
- Oct. 25. 517-355-2370. 
http://museum.msu.edu

Museum of 
Contemporary Art 
Detroit “Ann Lislegaard: 
2062” An exhibition by 
Swedish artist Alexander 
Gutke. Admission: $6 
non-members, free for 
members. Museum of 
Contemporary Art Detroit, 
4454 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. Sep. 11 - Dec. 
31. 313-832-6622. www.
mocadetroit.org

Re: View Contemporary Gallery 
“Square Blue Residue” Works by Dennis 
Hayes IV. Re: View Contemporary 
Gallery, 444 W. Willis, Detroit. Oct. 
3 - Nov. 7. 313-833-9000. www.
reviewcontemporary.com

Scarab Club “Photography Exhibition” 
The annual exhibition, featuring works 
by Juanita Baldwin, Jerry Conway, 
Jack Kenny, Jon Pickell and more. 
Artist reception held 6-9 p.m. Oct. 23. 
Scarab Club, 217 Farnsworth, Detroit. 
Oct. 21 - Nov. 22. 313-831-1250. www.
scarabclub.org

Tibbits Opera House “Paranormal” An 
art exhibit that ties in with autumn and 

the spirit of the season. Entries welcome. 
Tibbits Opera House Gallery, 93 W. 
Chicago Street, Coldwater. Sep. 10 - Nov. 
3. 517-278-2070. 

University of Michigan Museum of 
Art “Heather Rowe” Works by the local 
artist. A UMMA Project. Free. University of 
Michigan Museum of Art, 525 S. State , 
Ann Arbor. Oct. 17 - Jan. 3. 734-763-
UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum 
of Art “The Lens of Impressionism” 
Photography and Painting Along the 
Normandy Coast, 1850-1874. Free. 
University of Michigan Museum of Art, 
525 S. State, Ann Arbor. Oct. 10 - Jan. 3. 

734-763-UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum of 
Art “(Un)Natural History” The Museum 
Unveiled, a series of photographs by 
Richard Barnes. University of Michigan 
Museum of Art, 525 S. State, Ann Arbor. 
Sep. 12 - Dec. 6. 734-763-UMMA. www.
umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum of Art 
“Warhol Snapshots” An exhibition of Andy 
Warhol’s photographs. Free. University of 
Michigan Museum of Art, 525 S. State, 
Ann Arbor. Aug. 29 - Oct. 24. 734-763-
UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu
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 By Jack Fertig

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSolution to puzzle from page 30

 

Let go, Libra!
We’re entering a seriously challenging phase with a square between 
Saturn (in late Virgo) and Pluto (in early Capricorn). This week, the 
Sun entering Scorpio negotiates that square, offering insights in how 
to transform crisis into opportunity. Reach deep into yourself, and 
do your best to be compassionate. This can be a last chance to solve 
big problems before they move into a new stage.

ARIES (March 20 – April 19): 
Your ability to analyze problems 
at work can help push you 
ahead, but your own personal 
charisma may be necessary to 
put you over. If the problems 
are starting at the top, subtlety 
rather than a brazen, direct ap-
proach will help. 

TAURUS (April 20 – May 20): 
Creative challenges of recent 
years hint at difficulty coming 
up at work. Lessons from one 
can be applied to the other. Your 
partner, or another close friend, 
has insight to help see what 
those challenges are. 

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): 
Sex is about more than fun, 
games and technique, but what 
the heck! It doesn’t hurt to 
focus on those details now and 
then, especially now. A change 
in your exercise routine could 
help! 

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
If you’re having any problems 
at home, talk about them now! 
Solutions may be hard and dif-
ficult in coming. Be patient with 
that, but for now be satisfied 
with sharing information and 
getting better insights.

LEO (July 23 – August 22): 
Your current financial problems 
are only temporary. In the mean-
time, examine your priorities 
and look for changes at work 
that could make your efforts 
more effective. Right now a 
new look at household economy 
could save you a bundle. 

VIRGO (August 23 – Sep-
tember 22): Tough times are 
challenging your creativity. 
Be willing at least to explore, 
perhaps to embrace, ideas you 
wouldn’t normally consider. 
Radical changes are in the air 
and you need to be ready to 
adapt. 

LIBRA (September 23 – Oc-
tober 22): You’re entering a 
period of great challenges and 

changes that will force you to 
reevaluate your identity vis-
à-vis family and community. 
Be clear about your own core 
values, and ready to let go of 
superficial expressions or to-
kens of loyalty. 

SCORPIO (October 23 – 
November 21): Your darker 
visions of the future may be 
exaggerated, but still contain 
valuable warnings. Discussing 
them with friends can help you 
get a more realistic perspec-
tive. As your vision will get 
darker, it’s more important to 
keep those chats for realistic 
grounding.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 – December 20): Consoli-
date recent gains in your career. 
Focus your eye on economy 
and your resourcefulness will 
bring rewards. Heed your gut 
instincts, especially where dan-
ger is concerned. Nightmares 
may be exaggerated, but they’re 
still informative. 

CAPRICORN (December 21 
– January 19): Approaching a 
major career peak, you’re about 
to find challenges – not just to 
your ambitions, but also to your 
very sense of self. Insights from 
good friends may seem harshly 
critical, but can prove very 
valuable. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 – 
February 18): Sexual frustra-
tion could be a key to deeper 
needs. You may want to consult 
with an authority, or focus 
instead on your career. Per-
formance in the public sphere 
can enhance performance else-
where. 

PISCES (February 19 – 
March 19): Solutions to re-
lationship problems will soon 
crystallize and/or be solved in 
the bedroom. Consider carefully 
where you want to be with your 
partner in 20 years. A long talk 
about matters yet unsaid will 
help.  

Jack Fertig, a professional astrologer since 1977, is available for 
personal and business consultations in person in San Francisco, or 
online everywhere. He can be reached at 415-864-8302, through 
his Web site at www.starjack.com, and by e-mail at QScopes@
qsyndicate.com.



29�"�E�T�W�E�E�N���4�H�E���,�I�N�E�S���s���/�C�T�O�B�E�R������������������

Got problems?   Send letters to: “Dear 
Jody,” C/O Between �e Lines, 11920 Farm-
ington Road, Livonia, MI 48150. E-mail her 
at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com

Traveling wars
Q: “John” (my lover) loves to travel anywhere 

and any time. I don’t. I always feel like I 
have to somehow justify why I don’t like it, but the 
plain truth of it is that it’s just not something I like. I 
don’t like hotels rooms, restaurant food 24/7, and not 
being able to just sit down and relax in my home. I 
have lots of things that keep me busy at home, and I 
like being there when I’m not at work. It’s not that I 
don’t mind a few days away. But what I don’t enjoy 
is extensive travel away from home.  

But, according to John, I’m some sort of 
dullard and lack any kind of sophistication. I feel 
really insulted by this, and because I’m ashamed 
�R�I���P�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�U�D�Y�H�O�����,���¿�Q�G���P�\�V�H�O�I���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
excuses for not going some places – other than 
saying, outright, that I just don’t want to and that 
I’d rather spend my time differently. So, I say 
things like, “I can’t get away from work” or “I 
have to be on-call for work.” 

One time I even scheduled elective surgery 
just so I didn’t (though I didn’t say it was exactly 
elective) have to go with John to an overseas 
trip – it was a scheduled business trip for him 
that I could have gone on. However, had I gone, 
I would have had to spend the day pretty much 
by myself in a hotel room since I don’t speak 
the language and don’t know the territory and 
don’t like guided tours, even in English. (I’ve 
been there and done that: You get hauled around 
like cattle and see what they want you to see, not 
what you might be interested in.)     

John now wants me to go to Germany for 
two and a half weeks. I am tired of thinking of 
ways to get out of traveling with him. I’m tired 
of feeling like a dullard, a hayseed or an unsup-
portive lover. So I decide to tell John the truth 
and live with it. So, I say to John, “I don’t want 
to go, I got other things I’d rather do, and I don’t 
want to take time from work” – which, this time, 
is true.  Well, he goes on this tirade about how 
I’m a “country bumpkin,” an “uncultured slob” 

and a person who doesn’t “appreciate the oppor-
tunities put before him.” So, being truthful just 
makes me feel, well, like someone who doesn’t 
deserve all the opportunities put before me, an 
uncultured slob and a country hick. Everything 
he always says about me.    

So, lying makes me feel bad about myself 
and like I don’t have balls to stand up to John, and 
telling him the truth just gives him ammunition to 
shoot at me – with both barrels. Do you have any 
other ideas of how I can do what seems good to 
me without having to feel like a ball-less wonder 
or a slimy snake trying to slink out of something 
I don’t want?  

No Balls, No Glory

A: How about the truth with balls? You need 
to tell John that you will not put up with his 

abuse when he calls you names because you have dif-
ferent views of what’s enjoyable. But, before you do 
that, you must believe it yourself, because that’s the 
real problem here. As it is now, you don’t believe that 
your likes and comforts are OK, and that your needs 
and opinions are just as valid as John’s. Because of 
this, you are vulnerable to John’s name calling. I’m 
guessing this won’t be easy for you, so I suggest that 
you get into therapy and work on your self-esteem 
so that you can stand up for yourself. 

P.S.: When you gain self-esteem, this will 
change the dynamics between you and John, 
which is not easy in a relationship. So, I suggest 
John be part of couple’s counseling as well.  He 
needs to learn that calling your partner names is 
not good for you, and speaks poorly of him.   

Jody Valley spent 12 years as a clinical social worker. 
She worked with the LGBT community both as a 
counselor and a workshop leader in the areas of 
coming out, self-esteem and relationship issues. 
Reach Jody at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com. The 
Dear Jody column appears weekly. Letters may 
be edited.

VOTE 
NOV. 3 
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Q Puzzle Soap on the Ropes

Solution to puzzle on page 28

Across
 1 Strands, as seamen
 8 Dustin Hoffman’s cross-dressing 

role
15 Biting
16 In advance
17 Leccia, who plays 18-Across
18 One half of a soap opera cou-

ple
19 Memo start
20 Response to an online personal
22 A-mew-sing musical
23 Workers under Dr. Torres
25 Boy played by Martin and Dun-

can
26 Officer, to a soldier

27 “Be prepared” org.
29 AZT allotments
32 One of two ways
35 The other half of a soap opera 

couple
37 18-Across and 35-Across as 

a couple in this puzzle’s soap 
opera

39 Chaplin widow
40 Director Elia
44 Coll. admissions criteria
45 “Try someone else”
47 Love, to Amelie Mauresmo
48 It grows in Brooklyn
49 Race site in Auden’s land
50 Leg, in slang

51 Salad green
52 River of northern France
54 Sappho’s “I”
56 Chappell, who plays 35-Across
59 With 64-Across, soap opera of 72 

years that recently ended
63 Fifth-century pope
64 See 59-Across
66 Pull out your shooter
67 Take home
68 Gov’t security
69 Without a date
70 Jackie’s designer
71 Lusty deity of antiquity
7 2  S u b j .  f o r  J o h n  N a s h 

Down
 1 Goya’s naked lady
 2 They’re good for tricks
 3 Straps on a bed, e.g.
 4 Bean of “Normal, Ohio”
 5 Alec’s “Star Wars” character
 6 “Well done!”
 7 Little rascals
 8 Preconcert activity
 9 Lesbian character in “She’s Gotta 

Have It”
10 Frequently, to Emily Dickinson
11 Chef Des Jardins
12 Special effect for “Don’t Let the 

Sun Go Down on Me”?
13 “What’s ___ for me?”
14 Cockpit predictions
21 Battery size
24 Star Wars abbr.
26 Grounded fast flier
27 Fraser’s character in “Gods and 

Monsters”
28 Single-master
30 Hard woody one
31 Many, many moons
33 Circumcision and more
34 Wet spots on a blanket of sand
36 Getting your rear in gear
38 How to sit on your stallion
41 She played tomb raider Lara
42 Pakistani leader
43 Peter Gomes boss, with “the”
46 Put out
48 Beginning of “Hairspray”
53 Preserves meat
55 Like the space around Uranus
56 African queen
57 Rupert Everett’s “ ___ Life”
58 Time of “Camelot”
60 Sporty Camaro
61 Prefix with second
62 “Hollaback Girl” singer Stefani
65 Figured out

Meet Storm: Hi there, the name’s Storm! I’m 
a two-year-old, 70-pound male German 

Shepherd and I’m looking for a great family 
to spend the rest of my life with! I’m a super 
friendly and silly little guy who will provide 
you with years of entertainment. I love to play 
fetch, get belly rubs, and go for walks – so if 
this sounds like fun to you too, come visit me! 
My adoption fee includes sterilization surgery, 
age-appropriate vaccinations and much more. 
Please visit or call the Michigan Humane Soci-
ety Detroit Center for Animal Care at 313-872-
3400 and provide my Pet ID number, A08886686.
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The Classifieds Between The Lines Classi�eds Work! 
To place an ad go to www.pridesource.com or call us at 888.615.7003.

106 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  - 

GROUPS

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets every Sunday evening at 
7 p.m. at WRAP, 319 Braun Ct., 
Ann Arbor.

205 REAL ESTATE  - 
HOMES FOR RENT

Pleasant Ridge
3 BR, 1050 s.f., full bsmt, All 
appl., near Ferndale/RO. $900/
mo. Call Dan 248-548-1400.

House for Rent
Ferndale 2 bedroom for rent, 
hardwood �oors, dining room, 
basement, all appliances, patio. 
$875.00 $1000 security 249 
Albany Marie 248-227-6653

Greenacres - NW Detroit 
S of Ferndale

Duplex for Rent 3 bedrooms, 
1 bath, �replace, wood �oors, 
private basement, alarm, share 
garage, kitchen appliances. 
$900.00/mo. 313-864-2135

206 REAL ESTATE  - 
APTS./FLATS/CONDOS/

LOFTS FOR RENT

Ferndale & Royal Oak
Spacious 1 bdrm, $560 to 
$645. 
Balcony, closets galore, heat, 
no pets, 248-542-7100.

FERNDALE - EUROPEAN 
STYLE FLAT.

Beautiful newly renovated 3 
Bedroom �at, hardwood �oors, 
ceramic tiled kitchen & bath-
room, non smoking, no pets; 850 
monthly + Utilities Call: Jim 248 
931 2935

212 REAL ESTATE  - 
OFFICE SPACES/
COMMERCIAL

Sterling Hts.
4147 Metro Parkway, 1 bk east of 
Ryan. Recently remodeled 1000 
s.f. private suite, kitchenette, 
bathroom, daylight throughout. 
For business or medical. Much 
more to see. 248-542-7100.

302 EMPLOYMENT  - 
OFFICE

Customer Service Agent
Work from home as a Customer 
Service Agent for an oil �rm and 
earnmore. Job requirements: 
Ability to communicate in English, 
Internet access Previous working 
experience is an added advan-
tage. Interested applicants should 
forward their resume to  Michelle 
Reid e-mail: michellereid38@
gmail.com for more information.

405 PROF. SERVICES  - 
CLEANING SERVICES

Walter & Tom’s Cleaning 
Service

Available weekly, monthly or that 
special occasion cleaning.  Refer-
ences upon request.  Call Walter 
& Tom 248-224-6356 or e-mail 
walterandtoms@aol.com

428 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MASSAGE

Massage - Ann Arbor 
and Berkley Therapeutic 

massage
gets rid of back, neck, and shoul-
der pain. Call David Rosenberg 
at 734-662-6282 or email at 
Massage4@aol.com.  See my 
webpage at http://www.trymas-
sage.com

GROUP MASSAGE
- For Gay and Bisexual Men. 
Learn some massage techniques 
and meet others in a safe and 
caring environment. Tuesdays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Thursdays at 
2 p.m.  $10 per session. 209 
West Kingsley in downtown Ann 
Arbor. (734) 662-6282 or email 
Massage4@aol.com. http://
www.trymassage.com

434 PROF. SERVICES  - 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

We can do any job - big 
or small

Complete design and renovation 
by master craftsman, at handyman 
rates. Full kitchen design, simple 
repairs - everything. Check out my 
work at www.offermichaeli.com. 
Call O.M. Design & Renovation, 
248-225-8207. Offer_michaeli@
hotmail.com.

1102 EROTICA - 
MASSAGE

HOT NUDE MASSAGE
Handsome, SWM, 34, 5’5”,145 
lbs, 6” member, dark curly hair, 
diamond earring. Soothing, slow 
massage with ORAL stimulation. 
Call JAKE daily 9 a.m. to mid-
night, (248)320-9652.  ($80/
hour)   Your location or my  New 
Birmingham Location. 

WIN FREE FABULOUS 
ENTERTAINMENT  

TICKETS 

VISIT OUR ONLINE HOME 
@  

PRIDESOURCE.COM 
24/7 

AND SIMPLY ENTER  
TO WIN GREAT 
GIVEAWAYS!

NEW OFFERS ALL  
THE TIME
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Detroit Area
Adams Apple, 
Detroit, 
(313) 240-8482

Amici’s Living 
Room, 
Berkley,  
(248) 544-4100

Backstreet, Detroit, 
(313) 838-6699

Body Zone Health 
Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 366-9663

Como’s, Ferndale, 
(248) 548-5005

Detroit Eagle, 
Detroit, 
(313) 873-6969

Diamond Jim’s, 
Detroit,  
(313) 336-8680

Flamingo, Pontiac, 
(248) 253-0430

Gigi’s, Detroit, 
(313) 584-6525

Gold Coast, Detroit, 
(313) 366-6135

Hayloft Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 581-8913

Innuendo, Detroit 
(313) 891-5798

Palladium, Detroit 
(313) 865-9766

Pandora’s Box, 
Detroit 
(313) 892-8120

Pink, Detroit 
(313) 521-8433

Pronto!, Royal Oak, 
(248) 544-7900

R&R Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 849-2751

The Rainbow Room 
Detroit,  
(313) 891-1020

Score Nightclub, 
St. Clair Shores. 
(586) 776-1320

Soho, Ferndale. 
(248) 542-7646

Stilettos, Inkster, 
(734) 729-8980

Stinger’s, Detroit, 
(313) 892-1765

The Works, Detroit,  
(313) 961-1742

TNT Health Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 341-5322 

The Woodward, 
(313) 872-0166

Zippers, Detroit,  
(313) 892-8120

Off Broadway East, 
Detroit,  
(313) 526-8401

Flint/Saginaw/ 
Port Huron
Club Triangle, Flint, 
(810) 767-7550

The Heidelberg, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 771-9508

Merry Inn, Flint, 
(810) 234-9481

Mixx Nightclub & 
Metro Grille, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 498-4022

North Star, Flint, 

(810) 235-2752

The Pachyderm Pub, 
Flint,  
(810) 744-4960

Pub 43,  
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 458-2205

Seekers,  
Port Huron, 
(810) 985-9349

The State Bar, Flint, 
(810) 767-7050

The Zoo, Flint,  
(810) 249-0267

Lansing Area
Club 505, 
(517) 374-6312

X-Cel,  
(517) 484-2399

Esquire Club, 
(517) 487-5338

Spiral, 
(517) 371-3221

Ann Arbor/
Ypsilanti
\aut\ Bar, 
Ann Arbor, 
(734) 994-3677

Necto (Friday),  
Ann Arbor, (734) 
994-5436

Western  
Michigan
The Apartment, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-0815

Club Mo’z &  
Pauly’s Pub, 
Muskegon Hts., 
(231) 830-0190

Diplomat Health 
Club, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 452-3757

Diversions, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-3800

The Dunes Resort 
Douglas,  
(269) 857-1401

Partners,  
Battle Creek, 
(269) 964-7276

Pub 43, 
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 458-2205

Rumours,  
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 454-8720

Tradewinds, Kala-
mazoo, 
(269) 383-1814

The Zoo, 
Kalamazoo, 
(269) 382-9966

Northern 
Michigan
Side Traxx, 
Traverse City, 
(231) 935-1666

Club connection

�H�X�Z�c�Z���8�]�Z�X�`

1

2 3

@ The Works ...
1. Billy, Doug, Joey and Lane
2. Mike and Billy
3. Cinnamon

BTL photos: Danielle
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�9�Z�Z�e���>�c�h�^�Y�Z���=�d�a�a�n�l�d�d�Yby Romeo San Vicente

Liza to serenade 
‘the City’
Is there such a thing as too much concentrated 
gayness happening in one spot? That’s the sci-
�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H���³�6�H�[���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�´���V�H�T�X�H�O��
�L�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���K�L�W�V���W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V���Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U���D�Q�G��
�/�L�]�D���0�L�Q�Q�H�O�O�L���P�D�N�H�V���D���F�D�P�H�R�����$�W���D���J�D�\���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J��
�V�F�H�Q�H�����3�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���%�H�\�R�Q�F�H�¶�V���³�6�L�Q�J�O�H���/�D�G�L�H�V���´���,�I��
�L�W���V�R�X�Q�G�V���O�L�N�H���D���F�U�D�]�\���U�X�P�R�U�����L�W�¶�V���Q�R�W�����/�L�]�D���O�R�Y�H�V��
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H���±���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���V�R�X�Q�G�V���O�L�N�H���R�Q�H��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�U�G���E�R�R�N�V�����$�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�O�O�L���L�V�Q�¶�W���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\��
�S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���F�D�P�H�R�����$�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���0�L�O�H�\���&�\�U�X�V���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J��
�W�R���V�K�R�Z���X�S�����W�R�R�����E�X�W���G�R�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W�"���1�R���R�Q�H���V�H�H�P�V��
�W�R�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �M�X�V�W�� �\�H�W���� �0�D�\�E�H�� �V�K�H�¶�V�� �J�R�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �S�O�D�\��
�%�L�J�¶�V�� �O�R�Q�J���O�R�V�W�� �O�R�Y�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�� �R�U�� �D�Q�� �D�U�F�K���Q�H�P�H�V�L�V��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J���P�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���6�D�P�D�Q�W�K�D�����$�Q�G���R�I��
�F�R�X�U�V�H�����D�V���P�R�U�H���L�Q�V�D�Q�H���Q�H�Z�V���O�H�D�N�V���D�E�R�X�W�����������¶�V��
�T�X�H�H�U�H�V�W�� �¿�O�P�� �H�Y�H�Q�W���� �\�R�X�¶�O�O�� �E�H�� �N�H�S�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�R�S��
�K�H�U�H�����5�R�P�H�R���L�V���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���R�I���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\��
�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�� �¿�J�K�W�H�U���´�'�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�W�D�U�V�´���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W���&�K�X�F�N���/�L�G�G�H�O�O��

Jackson to rock 
‘30 Rock’
�&�K�H�\�H�Q�Q�H���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���P�D�\���E�H���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\�¶�V���U�H�L�J�Q�L�Q�J��
�L�W���E�R�\�����E�X�W���K�H�¶�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���O�H�D�S���W�R���W�K�H���E�L�J���V�F�U�H�H�Q��
�E�H�I�R�U�H���L�Q���³�8�Q�L�W�H�G�������´���D�Q�G���W�R���7�9���Z�L�W�K���J�X�H�V�W���V�S�R�W�V��
�R�Q���³�7�K�H���0�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�W�´���D�Q�G���³�8�J�O�\���%�H�W�W�\���´���6�R���L�W���Z�D�V��
�M�X�V�W�� �D�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�L�P�H�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�K�R�� �G�R�Q�¶�W��

�K�D�Y�H�� �P�D�W�L�Q�H�H�� �W�L�F�N�H�W�V�� �W�R�� �³�;�D�Q�D�G�X�´�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �R�X�W��
�D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�D�O�H�Q�W�H�G�� �D�F�W�R�U���� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�� �O�R�R�N�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�D�W��
�W�L�P�H���P�D�\���E�H���Q�R�Z�����:�R�U�G���L�V���W�K�D�W���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���L�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�R��
�W�D�N�H���R�Q���D���U�R�O�H���D�W���³�������5�R�F�N���´���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���V�K�R�Z�¶�V��
�W�R�W�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���Z�K�D�W���P�D�\��
�Q�R�Z���E�H���W�K�H���W�U�L�S�O�H���G�L�J�L�W�V�����1�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V��
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�����K�R�Z���O�R�Q�J���K�H�¶�O�O���E�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����Z�K�H�Q���K�H�¶�O�O��
�V�X�U�I�D�F�H�� �±�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �M�X�V�W�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �\�R�X�¶�Y�H��
�V�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���R�I���/�L�]���/�H�P�R�Q�¶�V���S�D�J�H�U���V�D�O�H�V�P�D�Q���H�[����
�H�Y�H�Q���K�H���S�R�S�V���X�S���D�J�D�L�Q���±���R�U���Z�K�H�Q���K�L�V���H�S�L�V�R�G�H�V���Z�L�O�O��
�K�L�W���\�R�X�U���7�L�9�R�����E�X�W���K�H�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J��

�Q�R�Z�����V�R���K�R�O�G���W�L�J�K�W����

Sci-fi guys have 
perfect ‘Timing’
�$�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���J�D�\���Q�H�U�G�V���Z�K�R���Q�H�Y�H�U���J�R�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���¿�[-
�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�D�Q�F�H�O�H�G���V�F�L���¿���V�H�U�L�H�V���³�)�L�U�H�À�\�´���D�Q�G��
�L�W�V���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���¿�O�P���³�6�H�U�H�Q�L�W�\�´�����5�R�P�H�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G��
�&�R�P�L�F���&�R�Q���R�Q�F�H�����V�R���K�H���N�Q�R�Z�V���W�K�L�V���L�V�Q�¶�W���D���P�D�G�H��
up demographic): 
�6�H�D�Q�� �0�D�K�H�U�� �L�V��
�D�E�R�X�W���W�R���S�O�D�\���J�D�\��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�O�P�� �³�7�L�P-
�L�Q�J���´�� �7�K�H�� �L�Q�G�L�H��
co-stars another 
�V �F �L �� �I �L �� �O �H �D �G�L �Q�J��
�P�D�Q���� �³�(�X�U�H�N�D�´�¶�V��
�&�R�O�L�Q�� �)�H�U�J�X�V�R�Q����
�D�Q�G�� �E�R�W�K�� �D�F�W�R�U�V��
�K�D�Y�H���J�D�\���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V��
on their resumes 
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���� �D�V�� �0�D-
�K�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �7�9�� �P�R�Y�L�H��
�³�:�H�G�G�L�Q�J�� �:�D�U�V�´��
�D�Q�G�� �)�H�U�J�X�V�R�Q�� �D�S-
�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���³�0�R�U�H���7�D�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���´���7�K�H���G�U�D�P�D���L�V��
�V�H�W���W�R���V�K�R�R�W���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�O�R�W���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V��
�W�Z�R���P�H�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���L�V���W�H�V�W�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���R�Q�H��
�R�I���W�K�H�P���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�V���K�H���K�D�V���D���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H���V�R�Q���K�H���Q�H�Y�H�U��
�N�Q�H�Z���� �6�R�X�Q�G�V�� �K�H�D�Y�\�� �±�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�� �L�I�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�R�U�N�� �L�W��
out?

Oompa Loompas 
to take Manhattan
�7�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���D���V�W�D�J�H���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���³�&�K�D�U�O�L�H��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�K�R�F�R�O�D�W�H���)�D�F-
�W�R�U�\�´���L�V�Q�¶�W���V�R���I�D�U���I�H�W�F�K�H�G��
�Z�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X�� �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U��
�W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���5�R�D�O�G���'�D�K�O�¶�V��
�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �E�R�R�N�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G��
�P�R�U�D�O�V���K�H�D�Y�\���V�R�Q�J���O�\�U-
�L�F�V���V�X�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���2�R�P�S�D��
�/�R�R�P�S�D�V�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �H�D�F�K��
�Q�D�X�J�K�W�\���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���U�H�W�U�L�E�X-
�W�L�R�Q���W�R�R�N���H�I�I�H�F�W�����$�Q�G���W�K�H��
�H�Y�H�U�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���J�R�E�V�W�R�S�S�H�U��
�O�L�N�H�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �I�L�O�P�� �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V��
�P�R�U�H���R�U���O�H�V�V���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G��
�D���Q�H�Z���L�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����6�R���Q�R�Z���F�R�P�H�V���W�K�H���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\��
�P�X�V�L�F�D�O���� �L�Q�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �:�D�U�Q�H�U�� �%�U�R�V������
�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���6�D�P���0�H�Q�G�H�V�����³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���%�H�D�X�W�\�´�����D�Q�G��
�V�R�Q�J�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���0�D�U�F���6�K�D�L�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���6�F�R�W�W���:�K�L�W�P�D�Q��
���³�+�D�L�U�V�S�U�D�\�´������ �1�R�� �Z�R�U�G�� �\�H�W�� �R�Q�� �K�R�Z�� �P�D�Q�\���� �L�I��
�D�Q�\�����R�I���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���V�R�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���R�U���¿�U�V�W��
�¿�O�P���V�W�D�U�U�L�Q�J���*�H�Q�H���:�L�O�G�H�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���X�V�H�G���±���W�K�R�X�J�K��
�6�K�D�L�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���:�K�L�W�P�D�Q�¶�V���V�R�Q�J�V���D�U�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���Z�L�W�W�\��
�I�X�Q���±���R�U���D�E�R�X�W���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�����%�X�W���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���L�W���E�H���F�R�R�O��
�W�R�� �V�H�H�� �D�� �V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���� �G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �-�R�K�Q�Q�\�� �'�H�S�S�� �K�L�W�� �W�K�H��
�%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���V�W�D�J�H�"��

Romeo San Vicente knows he’s a Golden Ticket 
prize. He can be reached care of this publication or 
at DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.

Cheyenne Jackson. 
Photo: Miranda Penn 
Turin

Marc Shaiman and 
Scott Whitman.

Sean Maher
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