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GIVE INTO THE ‘GHOST’
Preview Brandi Carlile’s 
best album in Ann Arbor
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MURDER MUSIC
‘Kill gays’ singer to 
perform in Detroit
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A fake ad sits inside this 
issue. Find it and you 
could win some really 

delicious prizes.

It’s easy to win  
�-�X�V�W���À�Q�G���W�K�H���D�G��
in this issue and 
enter online. See 
p.30 for details.

�7�Z�i�l�Z�Z�c���D�j�g�h�Z�a�k�Z�h���W�n���?�Z�h�h�^�X�V���8�V�g�g�Z�g�V�h

Find the fake ad & win

Between Ourselves is a weekly feature that highlights members of Michigan’s LGBT and al-
lied community. To recommend someone for Between Ourselves, e-mail Jessica at jessica@
pridesource.com

Dr. Amanda Zawaideh, who is part of the team at the family-run DirectRx 
specialty pharmacy in Royal Oak, was recently appointed to the board of directors for HIV/AIDS 
�Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W���6�W�H�S�S�L�Q�¶���2�X�W�����7�K�H���%�L�U�P�L�Q�J�K�D�P���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����Z�K�R���K�D�V���D���Z�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�I���+�,�9���$�,�'�6��
�L�V�V�X�H�V�����Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���D���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U���R�I���$�,�'�6���:�D�O�N���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�O�N��
�R�Q���6�H�S�W����������

1Why did you decide to join the board for 
Steppin’ Out?

�,���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���M�R�L�Q���6�W�H�S�S�L�Q�¶���2�X�W���W�R���J�L�Y�H��
�E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�N�H�� �D�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �D�� �U�H�S�X�W�D�E�O�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�H�U�H��
�P�\���,���F�D�Q���S�X�W���P�\���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�R���X�V�H��

2In what ways have you contributed to 
the organization since joining? 

�6�L�Q�F�H�� �M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �E�R�W�K��
�P�\�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V�� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�L�H�V���� �'�L�U�H�F�W�5�[�� �D�Q�G�� �=�0�&����
�Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�X�G���J�R�O�G���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�,�'�6���:�D�O�N���'�H-
�W�U�R�L�W�����:�H���D�O�V�R���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���6�W�H�S���,�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H��
�%�R�[���S�U�H�Y�L�H�Z���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U���W�K�D�W���U�D�L�V�H�G�����������������I�R�U���W�K�H��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���+�,�9���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���W�R���J�H�W���D���J�U�D�V�S���R�Q��
�W�K�H���X�Q�P�H�W���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���+�,�9���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���W�R��
�V�H�H���K�R�Z���6�W�H�S�S�L�Q�¶���2�X�W���F�D�Q���K�H�O�S��

 

3What is your personal experience with 
HIV/AIDS?

I work as a clinical pharmacist with 
�R�X�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�\���R�Z�Q�H�G�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���� �'�L�U�H�F�W�5�[���� �2�X�U��
�S�K�D�U�P�D�F�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���F�K�U�R�Q�L�F���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V��
nationwide, and I took a particular interest in HIV 
�S�D�W�L�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���H�D�U�O�\���L�Q���P�\���F�D�U�H�H�U����

�$�V�� �D�� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�L�V�W���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���� �0�\�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �K�D�V��
�E�H�H�Q���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���Z�L�W�K���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���J�U�R�X�S�V��
�E�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����

�2�Q�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�S�H�D�U�K�H�D�G�H�G��
�L�V�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �0�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �0�R�Q�G�D�\�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �R�I�I�H�U�V��
education to HIV/AIDS infected patients and 
�L�Q�Q�H�U���F�L�W�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�V����

�,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�H�W�� �P�D�Q�\�� �+�,�9�� �L�Q�I�H�F�W�H�G�� �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G��
�R�W�K�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���,���K�D�Y�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����7�R���V�D�\��
�W�K�D�W���,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G��
�E�H���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W����

 

4What should a pharmacist’s role be in 
helping people with HIV?

�,�I���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���R�Q�H���J�R�D�O���W�K�D�W���,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H��
�I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�L�V�W���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�R��
�K�H�O�S�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �+�,�9�� �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �G�U�X�J�� �D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�Q�J�O�H��
�P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�D�F�W�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�,�9��

�%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�L�V�����H�Y�H�U�\���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�L�V�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���O�L�V�W�H�Q��
�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D��
�G�U�X�J���U�H�J�L�P�H�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�R�U�N�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H����

�,�Q�� �P�\�� �Z�R�U�N�� �Z�L�W�K�� �+�,�9���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�� �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V����
�,�� �I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�D�W���D�� �V�L�P�S�O�H���� �G�L�V�F�U�H�H�W���P�H�W�K�R�G���R�I�� �G�U�X�J��
�D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�D�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���Q�R�W��
�U�H�D�G�L�O�\���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�����7�K�L�V���O�H�G���R�X�U���W�H�D�P���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���W�K�H��
�(�D�V�\�3�D�N���5�[���±���D���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H�G�����S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���G�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�¶�V���P�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�¶�P���S�U�R�X�G���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V��
easy-to-use solution has increased adherance in 
�P�D�Q�\���R�I���P�\���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�����,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���D���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�L�V�W�¶�V���U�R�O�H��
�V�K�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���E�H���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J��
�I�R�U���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V��

 

5HIV/AIDS is still a huge issue in the gay 
community. What is your view toward 
helping people who are LGBT?
�0�\���I�R�F�X�V���L�V���R�Q���W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���R�I���D�O�O���Z�D�O�N�V��

�R�I���O�L�I�H���Z�K�R���V�X�I�I�H�U���I�U�R�P���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���+�,�9��
�$�,�'�6���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���V�R���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���/�*�%�7���F�R�P�P�X-
�Q�L�W�\�����,���G�R���I�H�H�O���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���G�L�U�H�F�W���D���O�D�U�J�H���S�D�U�W���R�I��
�P�\�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �J�U�R�X�S���� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�L�Q�J���R�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��

To learn more about Direct Rx pharmacy, visit 
www.directrx.com.

“I have met many HIV infected patients through my 
involvement in these programs and others that I have 
participated in recently. To say that I have been inspired 
by their stories would be an understatement. “
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OutFest coverage 
page 20 ... maybe 
wth a small photo

Leukemia and Lymphoma to hold 
walks in locations statewide
BY CRYSTAL A. PROXMIRE

The season of charity walk-a-thons con-
tinues with the Light The Night series of walks 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of 
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�����,�Q���¿�Y�H���F�L�W�L�H�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����Z�D�O�N�H�U�V��
will come together to raise money and aware-
ness for blood cancer. They will also honor 
those lost to the illness or who are currently 
struggling.

Leukemia is a disease marked by the 
�D�E�Q�R�U�P�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �E�O�R�R�G�� �F�H�O�O�V���� �P�R�V�W��
commonly white blood cells. Lymphoma af-
fects the cells of the immune system. There 
�D�U�H�� �P�D�Q�\�� �Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �H�D�F�K�� �G�L�V�H�D�V�H���� �D�Q�G�� �L�W��
�F�D�Q���U�H�D�F�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���D�Q�\���D�J�H�����W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���L�V���P�R�V�W��
�F�R�P�P�R�Q���L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�Y�H�U�����������7�K�H���/�H�X�N�H�P�L�D���D�Q�G��
�/�\�P�S�K�R�P�D���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���Q�H�D�U�O�\����������������
Americans are diagnosed with Lymphoma 
�H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���R�Y�H�U����������������
�D�G�X�O�W�V���D�Q�G�������������� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
Leukemia annually.

Light The Night walks take place across 
�W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �&�D�Q�D�G�D���� �R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H��
touched by blood cancer a chance to honor 
�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �O�R�V�W�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �P�H�P-
�E�H�U�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���U�D�L�V�H���P�R�Q�H�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���/�H�X�N�H�P�L�D��
and Lymphoma Society. Funds raised will 
�J�R�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J�� �E�O�R�R�G�� �F�D�Q�F�H�U�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K����
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
assistance to patients and those in need and 
funding the organization’s peer-to-peer coun-

seling program.
�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�D�O�N���N�L�F�N�V���R�I�I���L�Q���P�H�W�U�R���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���R�Q��

�)�U�L�G�D�\�����2�F�W�����������Z�L�W�K���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���H�[-
pected to gather at Memorial Park at the corner 
�R�I���������0�L�O�H���D�Q�G���:�R�R�G�Z�D�U�G���L�Q���5�R�\�D�O���2�D�N����

�8�Q�O�L�N�H�� �P�D�Q�\�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�O�N�V����
�/�L�J�K�W���7�K�H���1�L�J�K�W���Z�D�O�N�V���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H-
�Q�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�� �V�N�\�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �I�X�O�O�� �R�I�� �O�L�W���X�S�� �E�D�O�O�R�R�Q�V����
�Z�K�L�F�K���J�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���L�W�V���Q�D�P�H�����:�K�L�W�H���E�D�O�O�R�R�Q�V��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���E�\���E�O�R�R�G���F�D�Q�F�H�U���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V�����J�R�O�G��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���P�H�P�R�U�\���R�I���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V���O�R�V�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
bold red balloons that make up the bulk of the 
procession will be carried by supporters of 
�F�D�Q�F�H�U���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V��

�:�D�O�N�V���D�U�H���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���R�Q���2�F�W����
�����L�Q���5�R�\�D�O���2�D�N�����R�Q���2�F�W�����������L�Q���$�Q�Q���$�U�E�R�U���D�Q�G��
�*�U�D�Q�G���5�D�S�L�G�V�����R�Q���2�F�W�����������L�Q���:�\�D�Q�G�R�W�W�H���D�Q�G���R�Q��
�2�F�W�����������L�Q���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R����

Each walk pays homage to one “Honored 
�+�H�U�R���´���D���E�O�R�R�G���F�D�Q�F�H�U���Y�L�F�W�L�P���Z�K�R���L�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J��
�Z�L�W�K���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���J�L�Y�H�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H��
to come together and share their stories. This 
�\�H�D�U�¶�V���+�R�Q�R�U�H�G���+�H�U�R���L�V���1�D�R�P�L���*�D�U�F�L�D�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
national spokesperson is comedian and actress 
Tina Fey.

�7�K�H�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�� �Z�D�O�N�V�� �Y�D�U�\�� �L�Q�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H����
�E�X�W�� �D�U�H�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �G�R�Q�H�� �D�W�� �D�� �U�H�O�D�[�H�G�� �S�D�F�H�� �W�K�D�W��
takes about an hour. There are no physical 
requirements to walk. Walkers can register on 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Web site www.

UPCOMING LIGHT  
THE NIGHT WALKS
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�����S���P�����2�F�W������
Memorial Park
�:�����������0�L�O�H���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G���:�R�R�G�Z�D�U�G�����5�R�\�D�O���2�D�N

ANN ARBOR
�����S���P�����2�F�W��������
Community High School
���������1�����'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W�����$�Q�Q���$�U�E�R�U

GRAND RAPIDS
�����S���P�����2�F�W��������
Greater Grand Rapids YMCA
���������/�D�N�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���'�U�L�Y�H���1�:�����*�U�D�Q�G���5�D�S�L�G�V

DOWNRIVER
�����S���Q�����2�F�W��������
�'�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���:�\�D�Q�G�R�W�W�H
�%�L�G�G�O�H���6�W�U�H�H�W���D�Q�G���(�O�P���6�W�U�H�H�W�����:�\�D�Q�G�R�W�W�H

KALAMAZOO/BATTLE CREEK
�����S���P�����2�F�W��������
Bronson Park
���������:�����6�R�X�W�K���6�W�������.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R

�7�V�c�i�d�c���j�c�Y�Z�g���[�^�g�Z
Jamaican ‘murder 
music’ performer’s 
shows canceled 
across U.S.; show still 
scheduled in Detroit

BY JESSICA CARRERAS

�-�D�P�D�L�F�D�Q���³�P�X�U�G�H�U���P�X�V�L�F�´���5�H�J�J�D�H���V�L�Q�J�H�U��
�%�X�M�X���%�D�Q�W�R�Q���L�V���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���D�W���'�H�W�U�R�L�W�¶�V��
�0�D�M�H�V�W�L�F���7�K�H�D�W�H�U���R�Q���6�H�S�W�����������±���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���D���U�H�F�H�Q�W��
outcry across the country and in Michigan by 
the LGBT and allied community to cancel his 
shows.

�$�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���W�R�X�U�����K�R�V�W�H�G��
�E�\�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�U�V�� �/�L�Y�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �$�(�*�� �/�L�Y�H����
prompted an open letter and many phone calls 
from the Gay Liberation Network and support-
ers in August.

�,�W���Z�D�V���D���V�K�R�U�W���O�L�Y�H�G���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����I�R�U��
gay rights groups after the concert promoters 
�F�D�Q�F�H�O�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�U�W�V���L�Q���O�D�U�J�H���F�L�W�L�H�V���E�\���%�X�M�X��
�%�D�Q�W�R�Q�����D���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�U���Z�K�R���J�U�X�H�V�R�P�H�O�\���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U��
killing and maiming of gays in the lyrics of his 
�P�R�V�W���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q���V�R�Q�J�����³�%�R�R�P���%�\�H���%�\�H���´

Some media outlets wrongly reported that 
the entire tour was canceled.

But Banton’s Gargamel label recently an-
�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�R�X�U���Z�D�V���R�Q���Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��������
�F�L�W�L�H�V�� �E�R�R�N�H�G���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�W�U�R�L�W�� �G�D�W�H���� �+�L�V��
MySpace Music page lists canceled shows as 
�7�%�'�����,�Q���3�K�L�O�D�G�H�O�S�K�L�D�����W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���F�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�X�U����
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�W���Z�D�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���F�D�Q�F�H�O�H�G�����E�X�W���W�K�H�Q���W�K�H��
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�H�Q�X�H�� �D�J�U�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�R�Z��
anyway.

Booking agents at The Majestic noted that 
�%�D�Q�W�R�Q���K�D�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���D�W���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H����
�E�X�W���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���R�U���F�D�O�O���I�R�U���F�D�Q-
�F�H�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���/�*�%�7���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����7�K�L�V���W�L�P�H����
�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �V�W�R�S�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�U�� �I�U�R�P��
�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\��

�$�V�� �R�I�� �S�U�H�V�V�� �W�L�P�H���� �7�K�H�� �0�D�M�H�V�W�L�F�� �K�D�G�� �Q�R�W��
cancelled the show. Calls for comment on their 
reasons why were not returned.

�7�R���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H���W�R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����6�D�Q���'�L�H�J�R��
�J�D�\���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W���6�\�G���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���K�W�W�S������
�F�D�Q�F�H�O�E�X�M�X�E�D�Q�W�R�Q���Z�H�W�S�D�L�Q�W���F�R�P���� �L�Q�� �H�D�U�O�\��
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �V�L�W�H�� �J�L�Y�H�V�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D-
tion about the tour and how to contact concert 
�Y�H�Q�X�H�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�V�W��

“I felt it was necessary to create a central-
�L�]�H�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���F�O�H�D�U�L�Q�J���K�R�X�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H���:�H�E�����O�L�N�H��
�Z�H���G�L�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H���D�Q�W�L���3�U�R�S���������'�D�\���R�I��
�'�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�V���´���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�����³�,���Z�D�Q�W��
�W�R���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U���O�R�F�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���W�R���S�R�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���O�H�W�W�H�U�V����
organize protests and boycotts and remain uni-
�¿�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����0�D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�R��
Buju is. Those who do likely know about his 
�K�D�W�H���O�\�U�L�F�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���V�H�H�P���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���K�H���Z�D�V��
�D�O�V�R�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�U�P�H�G�� �D�V�V�D�X�O�W�� �R�Q�� �V�L�[�� �J�D�\��
�P�H�Q���L�Q���-�D�P�D�L�F�D���´

While a Jamaican court acquitted Banton 
�R�I���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�����/�*�%�7���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���K�D�Y�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���G�H�J�U�H�H��
of skepticism about the kind of justice that gay 
�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���F�R�X�O�G���J�H�W���L�Q���D���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V���I�R�U���L�W�V��
�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���K�R�P�R�S�K�R�E�L�D�����*�D�\���V�H�[���L�V���S�X�Q�L�V�K�D�E�O�H���L�Q��
Jamaica by up to ten years in prison. When Ja-
�P�D�L�F�D�¶�V���I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W���J�D�\���U�L�J�K�W�V���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�H�U�����%�U�L�D�Q��
�:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�R�Q���� �Z�D�V�� �P�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���L�Q�� �D�� �K�D�W�H���F�U�L�P�H�� �L�Q��
������������ �D���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V���:�D�W�F�K���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U���Z�K�R��
went to the murder scene reported that a mob 
had gathered and was celebrating the murder 
by chanting the chorus Banton’s “Boom Bye 
�%�\�H���´

Banton’s publicists claim that the singer 

no longer performs his infamous “Boom Bye 
�%�\�H�´���D�Q�G���K�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���K�D�U�E�R�U�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W��
attitudes against gays. Banton also signed the 
�5�H�J�J�D�H���&�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���$�F�W���L�Q���������������S�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J���W�R��
refrain from performing homophobic songs.

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �K�H�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �G�H�Q�L�H�G�� �V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
�I�R�U�P���� �D�Q�G�� �Y�L�G�H�R�V�� �R�I�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�Q��
�K�D�Y�H�� �V�K�R�Z�Q�� �K�L�P�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�Q�J���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U�����D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����S�R�X�U�L�Q�J���D�F�L�G���R�Q��
�³�E�D�W�W�\���P�H�Q�´���±���D���-�D�P�D�L�F�D�Q���V�O�D�Q�J���W�H�U�P���H�T�X�L�Y�L�O�D�Q�W��
�W�R���³�I�D�J�J�R�W���´

“Banton still performs this song and it is 
�V�W�L�O�O�� �R�Q�� �V�D�O�H�� �Y�L�D�� �F�R�P�S�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�O�E�X�P�V���´�� �Q�R�W�H�G��
gay rights campaigner Peter Tatchell. “He is 
still making money out of this murder music. 
�+�H���G�H�Q�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�L�O�O���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�V���W�K�L�V���V�R�Q�J�����E�X�W��
�K�H���G�R�H�V���´

�6�K�R�Z�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\�� �E�H�H�Q�� �F�D�Q�F�H�O�O�H�G��
�L�Q�� �5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�J���� �9�D������ �2�U�O�D�Q�G�R�� �D�Q�G�� �7�D�P�S�D���� �)�O�D������
�6�D�O�W�� �/�D�N�H�� �&�L�W�\���� �8�W�D�K���� �&�L�Q�F�L�Q�Q�D�W�L�� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�O�X�P-
�E�X�V���� �2�K�L�R�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �F�L�W�L�H�V���� �,�W�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V��
�W�R�� �E�H�� �V�H�H�Q�� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�W�U�R�L�W�� �V�K�R�Z�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H��
�F�D�Q�F�H�O�H�G�����S�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�G���R�U���J�R���R�Q���D�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
disruption.

Additional information provided by the Gay 
Liberation Network.

�"�˜�i�Ê�œ�v�Ê�Ì�Ü�œ�Ê�Ì�i�i�˜�Ã�Ê�V�…�>�À�}�i�`�Ê
�ˆ�˜�Ê�*�œ�À�Ì�>�}�i�Ê�>�Ì�Ì�>�V�Ž

KALAMAZOO ���$�3�����±���2�Q�H���R�I���W�Z�R���W�H�H�Q�V��
accused of beating a 15-year-old boy because he 
�L�V���J�D�\���Z�L�O�O���V�S�H�Q�G���V�L�[���W�R���Q�L�Q�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���L�Q���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H��
�G�H�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �S�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �J�X�L�O�W�\�� �W�R�� �D�J�J�U�D�Y�D�W�H�G��
assault.

�7�K�H���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���Z�D�V���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�G��
�0�R�Q�G�D�\�����6�H�S�W�����������L�Q���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R���&�R�X�Q�W�\���)�D�P�L�O�\��
Court.

�3�R�U�W�D�J�H�¶�V�� �6�W�H�Y�H�� �+�D�U�P�R�Q�� �V�D�\�V�� �K�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�W-
tacked Aug. 13 in a Portage parking lot while 
walking home with a friend. He says his attackers 
�X�V�H�G���D�Q�W�L���J�D�\���V�O�X�U�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���V�W�U�X�F�N���K�L�P���D�E�R�X�W��������
times in the head and face.

The attackers broke Harmon’s cheek bone 
�D�Q�G���J�D�Y�H���K�L�P���W�Z�R���E�O�D�F�N���H�\�H�V�����D���V�Z�R�O�O�H�Q���O�L�S���D�Q�G��
scratches.

Police say he apparently was targeted be-
�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �V�H�[�X�D�O�� �R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �+�D�U�P�R�Q�¶�V��
�P�R�W�K�H�U���Y�R�Z�H�G���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�Z�R���W�H�H�Q�V���Z�K�R���K�D�U�P�H�G��
her son to justice as a hate crime.

�7�K�H���W�Z�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H��
charged with a hate crime because Michigan’s 
ethnic intimidation law doesn’t include protec-
�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�H�[�X�D�O�� �R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �R�U�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\��
�R�U���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q��

�/�À�ˆ�>�˜�}�•�i�Ê�-�Ì�>�Ì�i�Ê���ˆ�˜�˜�i�À�Ê
�
�Û�i�˜�Ì�Ê�V�œ�“�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�"�V�Ì�°�Ê�Î

The Triangle Foudnation is hosting their 
�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���6�W�D�W�H���'�L�Q�Q�H�U���(�Y�H�Q�W���R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���� �2�F�W��������
�D�W���W�K�H���+�\�D�W�W���5�H�F�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���'�H�D�U�E�R�U�Q��

�7�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�P�H�G�� �&�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
�7�R�U�F�K���� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�J�L�Q�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �F�R�F�N�W�D�L�O�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�U�V��
�G�¶�R�H�X�Y�U�H�V�� �U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�� �D�W�� ���� �S���P�����$�� �V�L�O�H�Q�W�� �D�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
to raise runds for the Triangle Foundation will 
�D�O�V�R���E�H���K�H�O�G���D�W���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H�����$�W�������S���P�������W�K�H���G�L�Q�Q�H�U��
and program will begin in the hotel’s Great 
Lakes Center.

�7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H�������������&�D�W�D�O�\�V�W��
�$�Z�D�U�G���5�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���+�H�Q�U�\���'�����0�H�V�V�H�U���<�R�X�W�K��
�$�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W���$�Z�D�U�G�����W�K�H���+�H�D�W�K�H�U���0�D�F�$�O�O�L�V�W�H�U���$�Z�D�U�G��
�D�Q�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�W�K�H�U���D�Z�D�U�G�V����

�7�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �D�L�P�H�G�� �W�R�� �H�Q�H�U�J�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O��
�/�*�%�7���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��

�7�K�H���N�H�\�Q�R�W�H���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���(�Y�D�Q��
�:�R�O�I�V�R�Q�����I�R�X�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H��
organization Freedom to Marry. Wolfson has 
�E�H�H�Q���D���W�L�U�H�O�H�V�V���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���I�R�U���V�D�P�H���V�H�[���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H��
�U�L�J�K�W�V�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �J�R���W�R�� �Y�R�L�F�H�� �R�Q��
�W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H�����5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���K�L�V���O�R�Q�J�W�L�P�H���F�L�Y�L�O���U�L�J�K�W�V��
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\����
�L�Q���������������7�,�0�(���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���Q�D�P�H�G���:�R�O�I�V�R�Q���R�Q�H���R�I��
�W�K�H���³���������0�R�V�W���,�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���3�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���´��
Wolfson was also co-counssel in the historic 
�+�D�Z�D�L�L�� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�� �F�D�V�H���� �D�U�J�X�H�G�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �8���6����
�6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W���L�Q���%�R�\���6�F�R�X�W�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���Y�����'�D�O�H����
�V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���L�Q���:�H�V�W���$�I�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G���L�V��
�W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���R�I���³�:�K�\���0�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���0�D�W�W�H�U�V�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D����
�(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���*�D�\���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W���W�R���0�D�U�U�\���´

�7�L�F�N�H�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���D�U�H�������������D�Q�G��
�F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �F�D�O�O�L�Q�J�� �������������������������� �R�U��
online at www.tri.org. Those who cannot attend 
�D�U�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���W�R���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U���D���\�R�X�W�K���E�\���S�D�\�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
�W�L�F�N�H�W���W�R���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W��

�O�L�J�K�W�W�K�H�Q�L�J�K�W���R�U�J�����R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���6�W�H�S�K�D�Q�L�H���+�R�O�O�D�Q�G��
�I�R�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�W�� ���������������������������� �R�U�� �E�\��
e-mail at stephanie.holland@lls.org.
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\�9�Z�i�g�d�^�i���h�i�Z�e�h���j�e���[�d�g���6�>�9�H
Steppin’ Out walk a �nancial success in 19th year
BY JESSICA CARRERAS

ROYAL OAK – No matter who was to 
thank for it – Royal Oak Mayor Jim Ellison, 
Steppin’ Out volunteers or a higher being – one 
thing was for sure: the 2009 AIDS Walk Detroit 
couldn’t have happened on a better day.

“Nineteen years of perfect weather for this 
event,” boasted Steppin’ Out Board President 
Bill Thomas, addressing the crowd at the Sept. 
20 event, held at the Royal Oak Farmer’s Market. 
“I just don’t know who to thank: all of you and a 
higher being. It’s a wonderful thing.”

But not quite as wonderful as the $175,000 
(and counting) raised for HIV/AIDS services in 
the state by this year’s walk, including a slew of 
corporate sponsors ranging from national com-
panies like Comerica Bank and See Eyewear to 
locals like Pronto Restaurant or lawyer and Royal 
Oak City Commission candidate Jim Rasor. 

“Without corporate sponsorship, we couldn’t 
put this event on,” Thomas added. “This was a 
tough year for raising money and I want to thank 
all of you for participating.” He noted, how-
ever, that this year marked the highest level of 
�V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���$�,�'�6���:�D�O�N��
Detroit, and that Steppin’ Out expects to exceed 

last year’s funds raised – around $200,000 – by 
the time all the donations are counted.

Sunday’s event featured many of staples of 
the two-decade old walk, including the opening 
of the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt and 
a notorious feud between a cat and dog.

Though total amounts are still not in, it 
appears that Beau the Wonderdog, owned by 
�$�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �&�(�2�� �/�H�V�O�L�H�� �7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���� �E�H�D�W�� �R�X�W��
Michigan AIDS Coalition COO and Ferndale 
Mayor Craig Covey’s Siamese cat Gizmo. As of 
press time, Gizmo – who arrived at the walk in a 
golden cage carried by four MAC staffers – came 
�L�Q�� �D�W�� �������������� �W�R�� �%�H�D�X�¶�V�� �M�X�V�W�� �R�Y�H�U�� ���������������� �³�/�D�V�W��
year, he raised $1,900 so his fundraising prowess 
has declined a little bit,” Covey joked of his furry 
fundraiser. “But he still has another 30 days, so 
he’s going to try to be like the tortoise and the 
hare and leap further ahead in the future.”

�7�K�H���G�R�J���F�D�P�H���L�Q���D�V���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�¶�V���¿�I�W�K���K�L�J�K-
est fundraiser, but was not able to attend due 
to illness.

But only human members of the Extra Mile 
Club were recognized on Sunday for raising 
$1,000 or more for Steppin’ Out. Twenty walkers 
made the cut for a total of $46,500. “Everyone 
that’s standing behind me really has put a big 

effort into raising money,” Thomas said as the 
20 EMC walkers were honored on stage. 

David Agius came in as the event’s highest 
fundraiser again, with over $11,000 in donations 
under his name.

Aside from raising funds, political issues 
were high on the minds of walkers, too. Several 
politicos made appearances at the event, includ-
�L�Q�J���6�H�Q�����&�D�U�O���/�H�Y�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�H�S�����*�D�U�\���3�H�W�H�U�V�����E�R�W�K��
�O�R�Q�J�W�L�P�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���/�*�%�7���D�Q�G���+�,�9���$�,�'�6��
communities.

Both men spoke of the need to renew the 
Ryan White Act, which provides much-needed 
funds to HIV/AIDS services across the country. 
The act, named after a teenaged boy who died 
from AIDS-related causes, is set to expire Sept. 
30 unless Congress passes an extension of it 
within the next week or so.

�6�H�Q���� �/�H�Y�L�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\�� �Y�R�F�D�O�� �D�E�R�X�W��
the subject, and assured that he would do what 
it took to take care of those with HIV/AIDS. 
“This is the 19th straight year that we’ve been 
raising money to defeat AIDS and HIV. We’re 
going to do it one of these years,” he told the 
�F�U�R�Z�G���R�I���Z�D�O�N�H�U�V�����³�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D���E�L�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U��
of the senate to continue our AIDS program. The 
funding will run out by the end of this month 

... so Debbie Stabenow and I, Gary Peters and 
�H�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\�� �±�� �P�\�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�� �6�D�Q�G�\�� �/�H�Y�L�Q�� �±�� �Z�H�¶�U�H��
going back to Washington tomorrow and we’re 
going to renew that act.”

Rep. Peters echoed his sentiments, and 
urged the crowd to let their voices be heard in 
support of the act. “You can’t assume that it’s 
going to pass,” he warned. “We need to have your 
activism. Make those calls to your members of 
Congress to make sure we support that act.”

For some, however, the 2009 AIDS Walk 
Detroit was not about politics or money. Instead, 
for many, the walk is a simple wish to honor 
those they have lost. “I have a friend whose 
daughter died from AIDS, and a grandson and a 
colleague,” recounted Royal Oak resident Mary 
Mills. “I think Tim – my colleague – died in 1994 
and I’ve been doing the walk since then.”

And even though Mills said she thinks she 
didn’t raise more than $75 or so, her heart was 
in the walk. Talking about her losses on Sunday, 
tears came to her eyes. “I don’t know why after 
all this time, it still does this to me,” Mills said 
of her emotional response to the AIDS walk. 
“But it still does.”

�/�X�F�N�L�O�\���I�R�U���0�L�O�O�V�����V�K�H���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���Q�R�W��
alone.

Clockwise from top left: State Rep. Gary Peters addressed the crowd at AIDS Walk Detroit on Sept. 
20, along with Royal Oak Mayor Jim Ellison, Ferndale Mayor Craig Covey and Sen. Carl Levin; 
Students from Lawrence Tech University participated in the walk, many showcasing their LGBT 
pride as they strolled the streets of Royal Oak; Volunteers joined forces to open the quilts of the 
NAMES AIDS Memorial Quilt Project; Members of the Detroit Medical Center’s walk team did the 
5K walk decked out in costumes. BTL photos: Jessica Carreras
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�6���b�d�g�Z���^�c�i�^�b�V�i�Z��
�D�j�i�;�Z�h�i���e�a�Z�V�h�Z�h���X�g�d�l�Y
Annual Ann Arbor event draws attendees 
with entertainment, food and politics

 Staff of Ann Arbor’s \aut\Bar gayed it up at the 15th annual OutFest on Sept. 19.

David Garcia, who spoke at the event, was recently named the new executive director of the Kalamazoo Gay 
and Lesbian Resource Center.

 Tracy Mack performed as part of the night’s entertainment. BTL photos: Jason A. Michael

BY JASON A. MICHAEL

ANN ARBOR –  The 15th annual OutFest 
took place Saturday, Sept. 19 in Ann Arbor. The 
event, a fundraiser for the Washtenaw Rainbow 
Action Project, took on a more intimate feel this 
year as the entire evening took place in Braun 
Court, the courtyard shared by WRAP, \aut\Bar, 
Common Language Bookstore and Trillium Real 
Estate. The downsizing was the result of the 
economic downturn and dwindling attendance for 
the event, which in recent years has been plagued 
by poor weather.

Ironically, the event, a celebration of Na-
tional Coming Out, which is Oct. 11, is actually 
scheduled nearly a month earlier out of weather 
concerns. But as any Michgander knows, the 
calendar has little to do with the temperature in 
these parts. This year, weather conditions were 
mild and clear and the crowd sat outside listening 
to live music well into the night.

“We’re here for WRAP,” said Keith Orr, 
the evening’s master of ceremonies and the co-
owner of \aut\Bar and Common Language with 
his partner, Martin Contreras. “We’re also here 
to have a really good time.”

Several speakers started out the evening and 
took to the stage to talk about coming out – past 
and future.

The Rev. Gail Geisenhainer of the First Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation of Ann Arbor, 
began her remarks on a comedic note.

“I’ve been asked to talk about coming out,” 
she said. “The CliffNotes version is, ‘Yes. Early, 
often and over and over again.’ Now go back to 
your meal.”

Dave Garcia, the new director of the Ka-
lamazoo Gay Lesbian Resource Center, looked 
back to the birth of the modern gay rights move-
ment.

“Forty years ago this past June, the gay 
community fought back against abuse and oppres-
sion,” he said. “It was a message that has evolved 

into a movement, and I’m here today – we’re all 
here today – in no small part as a result of that 
effort at the Stonewall Inn.”

For his part, Gabe Javier of the University 
of Michigan’s Spectrum Center spoke about the 
movement’s future, focusing on the upcoming 
march on Washington,  D.C. and urging folks 
from Michigan to attend.

“We are only asking for one thing: every-
thing,” Javier said. “I want it all. Everything. And 
I want it not only for me, but for everyone.”

Re-invisioning 
OutFest

“It was a great evening,” commented Barry 
MacDougall, president of WRAP’s board of 
directors, after the event. “The weather was per-
fect. We had really great speakers and each one 
of them brought to the event sort of a different 
perspective and reminded us of the importance of 
Coming Out Day; and to keep our focus on not 
only what we’ve accomplished but where we still 
need to continue to focus our energy.”

But for some time, WRAP’s attention has 
been focused on OutFest and how to revamp 
the event to make it more economically sound. 
In 2007, there was even talk of discontinuing 
the celebration. That discussion has apparently 
abated for the moment.

“I think we’ll always continue to have an 
OutFest,” MacDougall said. “I think it’s a great 
opportunity to come together.”

However, while the plan is for the event to 
continue, MacDougall said WRAP will no longer 
look to the event, which is very labor-intensive 
and dependent on elusive good September 
weather conditions, to be it’s main fundraising 
effort of the year. Instead, WRAP is planning a 

large dinner event for December.
“So while we’ll continue to do OutFest, we’ll 

continue to rethink how we do it,” he said.
While crowd estimates for this year were 

�G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�H�� �X�S�� �Z�L�W�K�� �±�� �E�R�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W��
and the bookstore were open all night and outdoor 
tables changed hands all evening – MacDougall 
said the courtyard remained packed through-
out. He estimated that the event raised nearly 
$2,500.

“OutFest is a great event, but it’s not the best 
model for fundraising,” he said. “You don’t want 
to put all your eggs in one basket.”

Correction: Last week’s article previewing 
OutFest said that one year’s event raised $2,200. 
The actual amount was $22,000.
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�È�C�Z�l�a�n�l�Z�Y���<�V�b�Z�É��
�\�Z�i�h���c�Z�l�a�n���\�V�n��
Classic game show 
stays current with 
�rst gay couple ever

BY DAVID BAUDER

NEW YORK (AP) – Even as states and 
jurisdictions made gay and lesbian marriages 
legal, “The Newlywed Game” has played it 
straight – until now.

The long-running game show, now on the 
GSN cable network, said Wednesday it will fea-
�W�X�U�H���L�W�V���¿�U�V�W���J�D�\���F�R�X�S�O�H���W�K�L�V���V�H�D�V�R�Q���R�Q���D���F�H�O�H�E�U�L�W�\��
edition. George Takei, who played Mr. Sulu on 
“Star Trek,” will appear with his partner, Brad 
Altman.

�7�K�H�\���M�X�V�W���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\��
after being married in Los Angeles last Septem-
ber, but they’re nothing like the giggly young 
couples the game is known for. Takei and Altman 
have been together for 22 years.

“What we want is to display the normality 
and the joy of having a happy union,” Takei 
said.

“The Newlywed Game” has been on TV off 
and on since it premiered in prime-time on ABC 
in 1967, mostly with Bob Eubanks as host. Singer 
Carnie Wilson is now host of the show, which is 
in its second season on GSN and has done well 
in the ratings for the network.

The show always teased and tested couples 
about how well they know each other, with the 
slightly lascivious Eubanks delighting in ques-
tions about “making whoopee.”

It has since featured older couples, inter-
racial couples and some who have lived together 
many years before marriage. Even long-ago 
contestants were retested as part of “Oldyweds 
Game” segments.

Kelly Goode, GSN’s programming chief, 

said she couldn’t speculate on why gay couples 
were never included in the past because GSN, 
the former Game Show Network, has only been 
responsible for the show for two years. She said 
it was in the game’s rules that the couple needed 
to have a legally-recognized marriage to play.

The change “made sense for GSN,” Goode 
said. “It seems like the show has always re-
�À�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�V���G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G��
and this felt like the next logical step.”

Takei and Altman haven’t taped their epi-
sode yet but expect to do so soon. GSN hopes 
to air in October.

The show is sprinkling a handful of ce-
lebrity players and their new spouses in this 
season, including Davy Jones of The Monkees, 
Christopher Knight of “The Brady Bunch” and 
Jonny Fairplay of “Survivor.”

Wilson said she had been pressing behind-
the-scenes to have an all-gay edition of the 
show. She’s excited about Takei’s appearance.

“It’s needed at this point,” she said. “To 
me, this is not anything political. This is not 
a political statement. This show has always 
been about couples and how well they know 
each other.”

Dan Gainor, a vice president at the con-
servative Culture and Media Institute, said the 
move was a publicity stunt for a show most 
Americans didn’t realize was still on the air. 
Despite Wilson’s views, Gainor said he believed 
it was a political statement for the California-
based show and network, coming in a state 
where voters banned same-sex nuptials months 
after Takei and Altman married.

“They’re trying to use TV and the movies 
to set the gay agenda and make it mainstream,” 
Gainor said.

Even though they’ve been a committed 
couple for 22 years, Takei said he and Altman 
are quietly preparing for their appearance. He’s 
taking careful note of what his partner orders in 
restaurants and wears.

“To be included in something we never 
felt we’d be included in is very satisfying,” 
he said.

�H�Z�g�W�^�V�c���e�g�^�Y�Z���X�V�c�X�Z�a�Z�Y
Organizers pull out on march with no promise of police protection

BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) –  Organizers 
have canceled Serbia’s gay pride march after au-
thorities said they could not guarantee protection 
for the event from extremist groups.

The gathering, scheduled to take place on 
�6�X�Q�G�D�\�����6�H�S�W�����������Z�D�V���W�R���E�H���6�H�U�E�L�D�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���J�D�\���S�U�L�G�H��
march since 2001. The previous event received 
almost no police protection and was broken up 
by rightist groups.

Serbia’s government had promised to de-
�S�O�R�\���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W��
the gay pride march, but were unable to follow 
through on the promise. The planned march was 
seen a major test for the current Serbian govern-
ment, which has launched pro-Western reforms 
and pledged to protect human rights.

But organizers said Saturday that authori-
ties informed them that the march in downtown 
Belgrade was too risky. Spokesman Dusan Ko-
sanovic says police offered a different venue, but 
organizers decided to cancel the march instead.

Pride organizers saw the event somewhat 
differently, essentially saying that they were 
“forced” into the cancellation by the police’s 

refusal to protect them. “In the last 48 hours, the 
police in meetings with pride organizers refused 
all cooperation for the securing of the pride, ap-
plying further pressure to organizers to cancel,” 
they said in a press release sent out Sept. 19. 
“Police refused to take responsibility for main-
taining public order during the event, instead 
telling the pride organizers that they would be 
held responsible for any public damage caused 
by the hooligans and fascist groups who have 
been organising a violent response to pride.”

The group also noted that the event was 
supported by the European Parliament.

Several extremist groups had said they 
would attack the gathering in weeks prior to the 
march. Then, opponents of the march received 
�D�� �E�R�R�V�W�� �6�H�S�W���� ������ �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �6�H�U�E�L�D�Q��
Orthodox Church, which called the event a 
“parade of shame.”

�%�L�V�K�R�S���$�P�¿�O�R�K�L�M�H�����Z�K�R���L�V���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Q�J���K�H�D�G��
of the church, said in a statement posted on the 
church’s Web site that “gay and lesbian love ... 
leads to death and suicide.”
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The mood was high and the weather was 
perfect in Royal Oak on Sept. 20. An electric 
buzz and loud cheers rang out from the farmer’s 
market, where the 19th annual AIDS Walk De-
troit was held.

It seemed somewhat paradoxical, however, 
to have so many smiling faces raising money for 
something that has caused the deaths of millions 
of our friends, family members and lovers. 

HIV/AIDS is a cause that, by all means, 
should be part of our past by now – not some-
thing we continue to need more and more 
funding for. Funding from the federal and 
state government. Funding from philanthropic 
organizations. Funding from caring companies. 
Funding from individuals.

HIV/AIDS has been around for almost 
30 years. For many of the younger attendees 
at AIDS Walk Detroit, that’s more than their 
entire lifetime. They have never known a world 
without AIDS.

So why smile? Why cheer? Why continue 
to work, year after year, to raise funds?

As Sen. Carl Levin noted at the Sunday 
event, “This is the 19th straight year that we’ve 
been raising money to defeat AIDS and HIV. 
We’re going to do it one of these years.”

It’s an amazing experience to sit back and 
watch a fundraiser for HIV/AIDS services, 
education and research happen. For Between 
The Lines, it’s part of what we have done 
each and every year of our existence. We have 
watched, listened and documented the fight 
against AIDS – in Michigan, in the U.S. and all 
over the world.

And more than just drug advances, fund-
ing changes and the wax and wane of AIDS 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�H�¶�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W��
heartaches and the most hopeful stories of the 
individuals who have been personally touched 
by the disease.

Not just in the ‘80s and ‘90s, when AIDS 
hit the hardest. But even in 2009, at AIDS Walk 
Detroit, people who still get choked up remem-
�E�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�H�\���O�R�V�W���¿�Y�H�����������R�U���H�Y�H�Q���������\�H�D�U�V��
ago. People who stare at the NAMES quilts and 
see some resemblance to their own lives in the 

messages left on each square. People who still, 
year after year, come out to raise money to defeat 
something that has taken so much from them.

They continue the work because it has to be 
done. They continue to hope for a cure and an 
end to HIV/AIDS because they must to survive. 
They are courageous, tireless and optimistic.

The smiling, cheering faces of AIDS Walk 
Detroit – and for that matter, all other AIDS 
walks all over Michigan and the rest of the 
country – do not belie the pain they have suf-
fered from the disease. They smile because they 
are not alone.

As each generation grows older and the 
youth who have never seen a world without 
AIDS become tomorrow’s leaders, we need to 
make sure that people who are HIV-positives, 
mothers and fathers who have lost their children, 
lovers who have lost their partners – the list goes 
on – never feel alone. Or abandoned. Or that they 
should give up hope that there will ever be an 
end to HIV/AIDS.

Sen. Levin believes it – and he intends to 
make it reality when he helps push for reautho-
rization of the Ryan White Act in Congress to 
continue federal AIDS funding. Those thousands 
of AIDS walkers believe it. And so do we.

Jan Stevenson Publisher

Susan Horowitz Publisher/Editor

BTL EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT

Why Kalamazoo 
should matter to you

Whether we like it or not, we know what 
happens in Kalamazoo doesn’t stay in 
Kalamazoo. If we lose in Kalamazoo, other 
cities thinking about treating gay and 
transgender people fairly may think twice. 

BY TERRY KUSESKE

When you read this, less than 50 days 
will remain before voters in Kalamazoo decide 
who in Michigan deserves to be treated fairly 
and equally.

For more than two years, people in Ka-
lamazoo, led by the Kalamazoo Alliance for 
Equality and supported by local partners, have 
educated, lobbied and organized to pass a fully 
inclusive non-discrimination ordinance. The 
ordinance as passed by the Kalamazoo City 
Commission on June 29 would simply adjust ex-
isting law to add sexual orientation and gender 
identity to the list of demographics – like race, 
gender, age and marital status – that can’t be the 
reason to deny someone the ability to provide 
for themselves and their families.

In a story seen all too often across Michi-
gan, a small group of extremists came together 
to try to repeal Kalamazoo’s pro-equality 
non-discrimination protections. Those people 
used the worst misinformation and stereotypes 
to get just enough people to sign a petition to 
put the protections up to a vote and force it to 
the ballot.

We can’t let them win.
Opponents of equality are already out try-

ing to confuse voters, skew the real issues and 
scare voters through lies. This last weekend we 
�V�D�Z���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�I���Z�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���W�R���E�H���P�D�Q�\���À�\-
ers demonizing gay and transgender people.

I am a long-time Kalamazoo resident and I 
know these are not the values of Kalamazoo.

In the month the non-discrimination or-
dinance was in effect, Kalamazoo was a place 
where everyone was safe to live, work and visit.  
Now voters will have a chance to show the rest 
of the state what sort of city Kalamazoo wants 
to be – one that welcomes all people, including 
gay and transgender people, and rejects fear 
mongering and hatred.

The vote means so much to Kalamazoo. 
The result of the vote will send a signal to busi-
ness, students and families about the values of 
Kalamazoo. But the vote means something to 
people across Michigan as well.

There are groups in Michigan that are 
focusing on taking away equality for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people. Last year, 
they were successful in Hamtramck at repealing 
a similar ordinance. We have to come together 

to make sure people vote YES for fairness and 
equality this time in Kalamazoo.

Whether we like it or not, we know what 
happens in Kalamazoo doesn’t stay in Kala-
mazoo. If we lose in Kalamazoo, other cities 
thinking about treating gay and transgender 
people fairly may think twice. If we lose in 
Kalamazoo, it sends the signal that Michigan 
as a state isn’t welcoming to diversity. If we 
lose in Kalamazoo, anti-equality groups will 
set their sites on the next community to take 
away equality.

We’re all affected by what happens in 
Kalamazoo and we need everyone’s help to 
make sure we win.

Volunteers are working hard every day in 
Kalamazoo to talk to voters, build coalitions and 
tell the truth about the lives of gay and transgen-
der people. But we need a bigger team.

There are a few things you can do to join 
the One Kalamazoo campaign – no matter 
where you live.

First, take a minute to visit www.onekala-
mazoo.com and sign up for more information. 
You can help us spread the word online by using 
the tell-a-friend feature, becoming a fan of One 
Kalamazoo on Facebook and suggesting your 
friends become fans, or by promoting One Ka-
lamazoo on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Flickr 
and MySpace.

Second, please make an investment in the 
One Kalamazoo campaign by donating online. It 
�Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�K�H���O�L�H�V��
about the non-discrimination ordinance and the 
lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people. Donate at www.OneKalamazoo.com.

Finally, plan a trip to come to Kalamazoo. 
We need your help to talk to voters. If you’re 
interested in canvassing, send an e-mail to con-
�W�D�F�W�#�R�Q�H�N�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R���F�R�P�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�¶�O�O�� �¿�J�X�U�H�� �R�X�W��
the best time to help you make a difference.

Let’s make sure Kalamazoo – and Michi-
gan – votes yes for fairness and equality for 
everybody. Let’s make sure we tell the truth 
about the lives of gay and transgender people. 
Let’s make sure we stand together, united as 
One Kalamazoo.

 Terry Kuseske is on the steering committee of One 
Kalamazoo and is running for City Commission 
in November. To comment on this Viewpoint, e-
mail editor@pridesource.com

Something to smile about
 It’s an amazing experience to 
sit back and watch a fundraiser 
for HIV/AIDS. For Between The 
Lines, it’s part of what we have 
done each and every year of our 
existence. We have watched, 
listened and documented the 
�ght against AIDS – in Michigan, 
in the U.S. and all over the world.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Parting 
     Glances
Then & Now

S/he  said
COMPILED BY HOWARD ISRAEL

“The freedom to marry has come to America’s heartland, and 
Americans in Iowa and elsewhere have seen what people in 
countries from Canada to Spain to South Africa know: End-
ing gay couples’ exclusion from marriage helps families and 
harms no one, the gays don’t use up all the marriage licenses 
and there’s enough marriage to share. More and more voices 
have joined the discussion, and with each conversation, hearts 
and minds open and Americans move in support of ending the 
denial of marriage. (The) evolution in thinking and increased 
understanding of how the federal discrimination in marriage 
harms gay couples, harms states and harms America is a hope-
ful reminder that people change when we talk with them about 
why marriage matters and why we, gay and non-gay people, 
care. If we do the work of enlisting more Representatives and 
�6�H�Q�D�W�R�U�V���W�R���I�X�O�¿�O�O���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���2�E�D�P�D�¶�V���S�O�H�G�J�H���W�R���U�H�S�H�D�O���'�2�0�$����
we can pass the Respect for Marriage Act. Now is the time.”

 - Evan Wolfson, executive director of Freedom to Marry, 
in a column titled “Respect for Marriage Act Introduced 
in Congress: Time to Dump DOMA,” about the Respect 
for Marriage Act, a bill recently introduced which would 
�U�H�S�H�D�O���'�2�0�$�����Z�Z�Z���K�X�I�¿�Q�J�W�R�Q�S�R�V�W���F�R�P�����6�H�S�W����������

“When you get down to the root of House Bill 176, it is not 
really about people being denied 
rights to basic needs, which is the 
premise the bill was sold on. It 
is about forcing acceptance of a 
lifestyle that many people disagree 
with. Lawmakers should not use the 
machinery of government to force 
people to accept lifestyles that they 
do not believe in. If I must blindly 
accept everyone’s lifestyle to be non-
discriminatory, then that is a price 
that I’m not willing to pay.”
 - Ohio Rep. Jeff Wagner in a 
House debate before the passage of 

a bill protecting LGBT Ohioans from discrimination in 
employment, housing and public accommodations, www.
�F�O�H�Y�H�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P�����6�H�S�W����������

“Federal recognition of gay marriage would, of course, be one 
solution to the problem – but it would only be a half measure in 
this case. It would do nothing for the partner of anyone whose 
�M�R�E���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���F�R�P�H���Z�L�W�K���K�H�D�O�W�K���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����7�K�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W��
hits the nail squarely on the head is a health care system that 
offers coverage to all Americans, on equal terms, and certainly 
not as a function of sexual orientation, marital or class status. 
While gays, lesbians and unmarried heterosexuals face a 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���E�X�U�G�H�Q���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�H�\��
represent just a sliver of the population whose lives could be 
improved – and in some cases saved – by a health care system 
that covers not just some of the people some of the time, but 
all of the people, all of the time.”

 - Elizabeth G. Hines, in a commentary titled “Health 
�&�D�U�H�����$���/�H�V�E�L�D�Q���0�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���6�X�G�G�H�Q���3�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���5�H�I�R�U�P���´��
about America’s heath care system in which she found 
herself “facing the gated community that is American 
health care from the outside looking in,” http://
�Z�R�P�H�Q�V�P�H�G�L�D�F�H�Q�W�H�U���F�R�P�����6�H�S�W��������

“The time has come for the grassroots 
of the LGBT community in this nation 
to make a powerful statement against 
being used as a political football 
between the two parties. If you are 
unhappy with our progress, you will 
�¿�Q�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�K�R��
feel like you do to march with you. 
The time has come to take a stand 
against the absence of progress and 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���� �'�R�Q�¶�W�� �O�H�W�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�D�N�H�� �\�R�X��
�I�R�U�� �J�U�D�Q�W�H�G�� �D�Q�\�� �O�R�Q�J�H�U���� �'�R�Q�¶�W�� �E�X�\��
into making others politically com-

�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���E�\���G�H�O�D�\�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�����'�R�Q�¶�W���D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���µ�2�K���/�R�U�G����
�1�R�W���1�R�Z�¶���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���K�R�O�G���\�R�X���E�D�F�N���L�Q���\�R�X�U���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P����
�3�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H���P�H�D�Q�V���V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���G�D�\���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�V���Q�R�W���D���I�U�H�H��
person. Is that really acceptable to you? The National Equal-
ity March will be an experience you will never forget. Know 
why? Because at least we are taking a stand. Standing up for 
freedom in a horrible political climate. Letting our political 
allies know that patience, waiting or negotiating our freedom 
away are certainly not on our agenda! We want full equality 
and freedom now. Not tomorrow, not next week, not after the 
elections and not after everyone feels nice and warm and 
comfortable. We want it now.”

 - David Mixner, political strategist and LGBT rights 
activist, in his blog, encouraging LGBT people to 
“march, protest and stand up and be counted” at the 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���0�D�U�F�K���R�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���R�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U����������
�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���G�D�Y�L�G�P�L�[�Q�H�U���F�R�P�������6�H�S�W��������

“Before there was a straight-gay alliance in America, there 
was Al Gordon. When other people wouldn’t touch us, he did. 
He was a hero.”

�������5�H�Y�����7�U�R�\���3�H�U�U�\�����U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�L�Q�J���$�O�E�H�U�W���/�����*�R�U�G�R�Q�����D��
dedicated attorney in Los Angeles, who helped advance 
gay rights by challenging discriminatory practices and 
laws, including a successful effort to decriminalize 
consensual homosexual acts in California, died recently 
�D�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����Z�Z�Z���O�D�W�L�P�H�V���F�R�P�����6�H�S�W�����������*�R�U�G�R�Q�����D��
heterosexual whose twin sons were gay, was the leading 
pro bono lawyer to L.A.’s gay community in the 
���������V���¶�����V��

“I do not believe the battle for LGBT rights will ever be won 
until we can diminish the homopho-
bia in black communities and until 
more in the black LGBT community 
join the battle openly. (It is awfully 
�H�D�V�\���I�R�U���D���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���P�D�Q���W�R���V�D�\���µ�F�R�P�H��
out’ - I can only imagine the scorn 
and derision that would follow some 
who did so.) I’ve often wondered 
what would be the result of black 
LGBT church goers standing up in 
the churches they attend and say-
�L�Q�J���µ�,�¶�P���J�D�\���±���\�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���P�H���±���,�¶�P��
like you. I am what God made me. 

Why do you treat me so badly?’ (It is equally easy for a non-
church goer like me to say that.) If not a church goer, I am an 
optimist – and I believe the day when equality for all reigns 
will soon come.”

 - Julian Bond, social and civil rights activist, in an 
�H���P�D�L�O���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���W�R���E�O�R�J�J�H�U���3�D�P���6�S�D�X�O�G�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�1�$�$�&�3�¶�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���L�W�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
civil equality for the LGBT community, www.
�S�D�P�V�K�R�X�V�H�E�O�H�Q�G���F�R�P�����6�H�S�W��������

On the QT.com (#2)

T�2�0���7�2�3���4�7�����6�R�U�U�\���R�X�U���/�H�Q�L�Q�¶�V���7�R�P�E�����5�H�G���6�T�X�D�U�H���D�V�V�L�J�Q�D-
�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�R�R���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���*���$���,���3�D�U�H�H���U�H�Q�G�H�]�Y�R�X�V����
is no go for you. Tough travelog!

Hook-up closeting – getting it on in an out-of-the-way place 
���W�K�D�W�¶�V���P�\���E�D�J�����Y�V�����*�2�3���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����\�R�X�U���N�Q�D�S�V�D�F�N�����±���D�U�H���E�L�J�����E�L�J���F�R�Q-
siderations for us red-white-and-blue, stay-safe-in-the-closet types.

�:�K�D�W���F�D�Q���,���V�D�\�"���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���F�R�P�H�V���¿�U�V�W�����&�K�X�U�F�K�����D���F�O�R�V�H��
�V�H�F�R�Q�G�������+�H�\�����D�U�H�Q�¶�W���W�K�H�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���E�L�Q�J�R���J�D�P�H�"��

You’re right. It’s one thing to get caught red-handed stateside 
���*�R�G���I�R�U�E�L�G���������L�W�¶�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���W�R���J�H�W���F�D�X�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���S�D�Q�L�F���G�R�Z�Q���D�E�U�R�D�G����
���.�Q�R�Z���D�Q�\���4�7�H�U���Z�K�R���I�D�N�H�V���S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W�V�"��

�:�K�L�O�H���/�H�Q�L�Q�¶�V���7�R�P�E���V�R�X�Q�G�H�G���O�L�N�H���D���Q�H�D�W���F�U�L�E���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���¿�U�V�W���H��
�P�D�L�O�H�G�����,�¶�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�R���D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W���\�D�����&�O�R�V�H�W�H�G���R�U���Q�R�����5�H�G���6�T�X�D�U�H�¶�V���M�X�V�W���Q�R�W��
�3�&�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���I�R�U���D���*�2�3���P�D�L�Q�O�L�Q�H�U���O�L�N�H���\�R�X�����$���S�R�O���R�K���M�H�H�V�����0�L�G�G�O�H��
of the Road Donkey Dude that I am. Where was my head?

�<�H�D�K�����6�H�Q�G���\�R�X�U���¿�Y�H���V�W�D�U���4�7���F�R�P���O�L�V�W���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\��
���F�O�R�V�H�W���V�D�I�H�����S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���R�X�W���D�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�O�\���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P��

�Q�R�V�H�\�� �I�D�P�L�O�\���� �E�X�V�\�E�R�G�\�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���� �V�Q�R�R�S���G�R�J�� �W�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�W�V���� �À�L�W�]�\��
�À�X�W�W�H�U���F�K�R�L�U���T�X�H�H�Q�V��

Right off the bat I’m sure we agree that, sunny, sandy, romantic, 
carry-me-banana, Jamaica – even with separate rooms in separate 
hotels, baggy swim trunks, no rainbow umbrellas, assorted girlie 
�P�D�J�V���±���M�X�V�W���D�L�Q�¶�W���L�Q���R�X�U���G�H�F�N���R�I���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���F�D�U�G�V�������������3�L�F�N�X�S����

�,�¶�G���J�R���I�R�U���%�U�D�]�L�O�����%�X�W���D�W���P�\���D�J�H�����À�L�J�K�W���W�L�P�H�����M�H�W���O�D�J�����,�¶�G���S�U�R�E-
ably go tourista in a barf bag on landing. And, God only knows what 
would happen if we got caught up in one of those nonstop, Girl-from-
Ipanema, samba, bossa nova, million-dancer marathons that Brazil’s 
�I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���M�X�P�S�L�Q�¶���Z�L�W�K�����,�¶�G���E�H���O�D�L�G���X�S���D�Q�G���R�W�W�D���M�R�L�Q�W���I�R�U���Z�H�H�N�V��

�$�Q�\�Z�D�\�����7�7���4�7�����W�U�\���F�K�H�Z�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�L�V�����,�I���Z�H���Z�D�L�W���W�L�O���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���Z�H��
can meet up in New Orleans. Go Mardi Gras in costume. Nobody 
spot us. (As long as we don’t do drag, we can still be All-American, 
�E�L���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���P�D�F�K�R�������+�D�Y�H���D���K�H�O�O�X�Y�D���J�U�H�D�W���W�L�P�H�����3�U�D�\���W�H�O�O�����Z�K�R�¶�G���E�H��
any the wiser?

Of course it’s Gaysville. Everybody there’s faggy. But if ev-
erybody’s gayola at Mardi Gras, nobody will think a thing about 
us. We can still be closeted. Blend in. But, at the same time, we can 
oh-fay too. Neato!

If I go as Batman and you go as Robin (you’re two years 
�\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���±���������±���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���L�Q���\�R�X�U���À�D�J���G�U�D�S�H�G���I�U�R�Q�W�D�O��
�M�S�H�J�J�H�U�����L�W�¶�O�O���E�H���D���S�O�X�V�����$���O�L�W�W�O�H���S�D�G�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�L�O�O���F�U�H�D�W�H��
the illusion.

More than likely there’ll be a dozen or more Batmans and Robins 
cape crusading everywhere. (Just so no suspicions are aroused by TV 
or cellphone cameras – we’re mistaken for openly, homo-sex-you-
alls – we can wear our I VOTED for McCAIN badges. Better still, 
�R�X�U���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���S�L�Q�V�����0�D�\�E�H���U�H�Q�W���D���U�H�D�G�\���P�D�G�H��
�$�9�,�6���%�D�W�P�R�E�L�O�H����

�%�X�W�����������7�K�H�U�H�¶�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�¶���,���J�R�W�W�D���W�H�O�O���\�R�X���7�7���±���U�H�D�O�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���4�7��
– especially if we’re going to have a traveling closeted relationship 
�W�K�D�W�¶�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���V�W�D�\���F�O�R�V�H�W�H�G���I�R�U�����������������P�L�O�H�V���R�U���S�D�U�W�V���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W����
�Z�K�L�F�K�H�Y�H�U�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �¿�U�V�W���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W�� �W�R�O�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�R�� �D�� �V�R�X�O���� �1�R�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �P�\��
�V�K�U�L�Q�N�����+�H�\�����S�O�H�D�V�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���M�X�P�S�����H�U�����G�X�P�S���P�H�����E�X�W���,���P�X�V�W���E�H���R�S�H�Q���Z�L�W��
ya before we really get it on full steamer trunk.

For months I’ve been attending ex-gay pray-and-sleep-over 
�F�K�L�O�O�� �R�X�W�V���� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�� �D�O�L�D�V���� ���*�H�W�� �W�K�L�V���� �%�U�X�F�H�� �:�D�\�Q�H������ �,�� �Z�H�D�U�� �D�� �5�H�G��
�6�R�[���E�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���F�D�S�����2�O�G���6�S�L�F�H���D�I�W�H�U�V�K�D�Y�H�����-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P���V�D�Q�G�D�O�V�����&�D�U�U�\���D��
�E�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O�����'�U�L�E�E�O�H���D���O�R�W�����6�$���6�$��

�&�D�O�O���L�W���V�K�H�H�U���G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����R�U���V�Z�H�H�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H�������%�X�W���±���S�U�D�L�V�H��
be! – I’ve gotten lucky six times. In my closet space. And theirs. Ciao! 
�%�R�\���:�R�Q�G�H�U�������-�X�V�W���F�D�O�O���P�H���%�D�W�W�\���I�R�U���\�R�X����

Charles@pridesource.com

But if everybody’s gayola at Mardi Gras, 
nobody will think a thing about us. 
We can still be closeted. Blend in.
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BY SUSAN HOROWITZ

KALAMAZOO  – The broad, 
innovative and yet unassuming 
power of the Arcus Foundation 
was demonstrated on Friday, 
Sept. 11, at a private breakfast 
that drew over 70 members of 
southwest Michigan’s faith and 
social justice community. They 
were there to hear Bishop Gene 
Robinson discuss his journey as 
the first openly gay man to be 
appointed as a bishop in the An-
glican Church – a church whose 
worldwide membership is said to 
be over 77 million. 

“The conversation here this 
morning is about how gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered people 
participate in religion,” said Jon 
Stryker, founder and president of 
the Arcus Foundation, before in-
troducing Bishop Robinson. “This 
�L�V�� �U�H�D�O�O�\�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
work that we do at Arcus Founda-
tion. For me, this meeting itself is 
a milestone in that work.” 

Stryker opened the conver-
sation with remarks about the 
�L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���±���D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�L�Q�J��
– roles sexuality and religion play 
in the lives of LGBT people. “For 
many LGBT people, spirituality 
is the most profound dimension 
in their lives,” he elaborated. “Yet 
if they are open about their sexual 
orientation and gender identity, 
they are pushed away from their 
own churches, synagogues, tem-
ples, mosques and other places of 
worship.”

“It is my personal hope that 
events like this one today can 
contribute to a rational, calm 
and meaningful transformative 
conversation that will ultimately 
change hearts and minds here in 
southwest Michigan, in this nation 
and beyond our borders.”

�,�œ�L�ˆ�˜�Ã�œ�˜�½�Ã�Ê�Ã�Ì�œ�À�Þ

These opening remarks set the 
tone for an in-depth conversation 
with Bishop Robinson that was 
moderated by Tom Kam, deputy 
director of LGBT programs and 
director of the Arcus Foundation’s 
Religion and Values Program.  In 
2008, the Religion and Values 

Program funded 19 grants totaling 
$2,128,331; the amount represents 
just under 20 percent of the Arcus 
LGBT Program Grants last year. 

Throughout his remarks, 
Robinson emphasized the impact 
of discrimination, fear and hate in 
his own life. His remarkable story, 
recounted to the Kalamazoo audi-
ence, held numerous examples of 
the challenges and changes during 
the past 30 years. He noted that, 
“Over 90 percent of all discrimina-
tion LGBT people experience can 
be laid at the feet of the religious 
community.” 

In a gentle, engaging manner, 
he seemed to captivate those in the 
room, often using humor to move 
the audience along through some 
of his more painful recollections. 
“I often say that in the gay com-
munity, it is easier to come out as 
gay to your straight friends than it 
is to come out as religious to your 
gay friends,” Robinson said with 
a smile.

Robinson was raised in Ken-
tucky to a family of very reli-
gious sharecroppers. He studied 
at the University of the South 
in Sewanee, Tenn., but immedi-
ately attended seminary after his 
graduation when he felt a calling 
to ordained ministry.

The soon-to-be bishop kept 
his homosexuality a secret for 
much of his life, marrying and 
fathering two daughters, Jamee 
and Ella. Robinson came out in 
the late 1980, and has since feared 
that he would not only lose his 
marriage, but his position within 
the church.

“I was pretty hopeful that I 
could still have a life as a baptized 
person, but it was very clear to 
me that this decision would end 
my life as an ordained person,” 
he said. “And to become part of 
the institution the way a bishop is 
still kind of boggles my mind and 
soul because by virtue of being a 
bishop, I am the institution, and 
by virtue of being gay, I am anti-
institution. 

“So I think I’m doomed to 
live a bipolar existence, I guess. 
But I love it.”

Robinson was not the only 
one who believed he could never 
advance in the ministry, and his 

election as Bishop of New Hamp-
shire was met with strong opposi-
tion from both within and outside 
of the church, as well as allegations 
of impropriety and death threats.

But, Robinson recalled, his 
�F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
openly gay bishop in the history 
of the church was not something 
he was going to pass up – even 
at the risk of being assassinated. 
“There are a lot worse things than 
dying. One of them is not living,” 
Robinson said to the crowd in 
Kalamazoo. “Seems to me that 
God is a lot more worried about 
life before death than life after 
death. Whatever happens after 
death, God’s going to take care 
of. We don’t know anything about 
that except that it’ll be good. What 
we’re in charge of is life before 
death, right? And not living your 
life – that’s worse than death.”

�-�Ì�i�«�Ã�Ê�Ì�œ�Ü�>�À�`�Ê
�>�V�V�i�«�Ì�>�˜�V�i

At the end of the dialogue, 
audience members had an opportu-
nity to ask Robinson questions. 

One of the common threads 
was seeking insight into how to 
engage their congregations to 
move forward on LGBT issues. 
Robinson encouraged them to be 
honest and open and most impor-
tantly to him, 

“There is nothing worse than 
being ignored, not acknowledged,” 
he told the attendees, many of 
whom were looking for direc-
tion in their own congregations. 
“At the very least, when a clergy 
person is preaching a sermon and 
they’re talking about the various 
ills and sins in the world, just 

name LGBT people in the list of 
others who are poorly treated in 
the world … just to be sitting in a 
pew and hear yourself named, just 
recognized that you’re in the room, 
is astounding.”

Robinson explained that this 
was a key motivation for attend-
ing the worldwide conference of 
bishops last year, though he was 
the only bishop in the world not 
invited.

“I went anyway because I 
wanted those guys to remember 
that in every one of their congrega-
tions - I don’t care where it is - in 
Africa or Asia or South America, 
every congregation – there will be 
someone sitting there who is gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or transgender,” 
he said emphatically. “So just 
to name that, to say I know that 
you’re there, is huge.”

He also stressed the impor-
tance of heterosexual people 
participating in the LGBT move-
ment. “When more of America 
starts saying the old thing where 
‘if one of us is treated unjustly, 
we’re all treated unjustly, so this 
is our issue as Americans,’” Rob-
inson explained. “I don’t want to 
live in a country that treats people 
this way.”

Pressed by some in the audi-
ence that were still searching for 
solutions, he added with a tone 
of encouragement, “ I would say 
to you as an ordained leader: You 
may not have had this particular 
experience, but you can listen to 
us and believe us and then serve 
as interpreters of our experience 
to those who, at least right now, 
won’t sit down with me.”

Carrie Prejean
BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

Oh, Carrie Prejean. Give it up.
There was a time I felt sorry for Miss 

Prejean. It sucked that when she was asked 
about gay marriage at the Miss USA pageant – 
by Perez Hilton, no less – she choked and she 
sounded, well, kind of dumb.

Prejean said, “Well I think it’s great that 
Americans are able to choose one or the other. 
We live in a land that you can choose same-sex 
marriage or opposite marriage. And, you know 
what? In my country, in my family, I think that 
I believe that marriage should be between a 
man and a woman. No offense to anybody out 
there, but that’s how I was raised and that’s 
how I think it should be between a man and 
a woman.”

She’s entitled to her opinion. And last 
time I checked, Miss USA wasn’t in charge 
of marriage laws. As I understand Miss USA’s 
duties, she’s supposed to cry when she wins, 
hug people and not show her titties or her Miss 
V-A-G.

So when folks like Hilton went ape shit, I 
thought they were being ridiculous and overly 
nasty. And it’s, in part, because of this uproar 
that Prejean became the pretty pretty princess 
of the anti-gay right. Creatures like Maggie 
Gallagher were more than happy to wipe the 
mascara off Prejean’s cheeks and protect her 
from the big, bad homos.

So it’s not surprising that Prejean spoke at 
this year’s Values Voter Summit, a sort of anti-
gay right orgy of political activism. Standing 
in front of a background emblazoned with the 
names and logos of rabidly anti-gay groups like 
the American Family Association and Family 
Research Council, Prejean milks it.

“I always thought of pageants as doing 
better for the world,” she says. She saw Miss 
America winners as “women who were going 
to go out there and save the world.” 

You know, like Jesus in a bikini.
 “I knew ... as soon as I didn’t give the 

politically correct answer, that there was no 
way that I would be Miss USA,” she says. “But 
... I am so proud of the stance that I took. I am 
so proud of the answer that I gave. And God 
chose me for that moment because he knew 
that I would not only be the one to stick up for 
him” (as she says this she points to the ceiling) 
“and for the truth, but also he knew that I am 
strong enough to get through all of the junk that 
I have been through.” 

And the crowd goes wild.
Honey, you didn’t lose because you 

weren’t “politically correct.” No offense to 
anybody out there, but I think that I believe 
you can blame “opposite marriage.” Had you 
been on “American Idol,” maybe you would’ve 
scored points with Paula Abdul, who once 
made a video about her tumultuous “opposite” 
relationship with MC Skat Kat. But you were in 
the Miss USA pageant and typically winners are 
people who can articulate a coherent thought.

“I am not a hater of anyone. I’m not. This 
is not a matter of me hating any particular 
group. Or me being a bigot,” she says. “It’s just 
I was a woman who stood up for the truth.”

That’s right. Carrie Prejean is basically the 
Rosa Parks of the anti-gay right.

Do I smell a Sarah Palin running mate 
for 2012?

Breakfast with the Bishop
Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson sets stage for new dialogue

“Seems to me that God is a lot more worried about 
life before death than life after death. Whatever 
happens after death, God’s going to take care of. 
We don’t know anything about that except that 
it’ll be good. What we’re in charge of is life before 
death, right? And not living your life – that’s 
worse than death.” – Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson speaks with moderator Tom Kam of the Arcus 
Foundation at a breakfast held in Kalamazoo on Sept. 11 to open dialogue about 
religion in the LGBT community. Photo courtesy of Cynthia L. Black
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Gay rights bill building momentum in Ohio
BY STEPHEN MAJORS

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) – A proposal 
in the Ohio Legislature to prohibit employment 
and housing discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity is making progress 
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �R�I�� �O�D�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �L�Q��
committee.

The Democratic-controlled House is poised 
to bring the legislation up for a vote when law-
makers return next week from a break. It was 
�D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���L�Q���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
�W�L�P�H���W�K�D�W�¶�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���L�W���Z�D�V���¿�U�V�W���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
in the early part of the decade.

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H���E�L�O�O���I�D�F�H�V���D�Q���R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
�*�2�3���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���6�H�Q�D�W�H�����Z�K�R�V�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���I�H�D�U�V���L�W��
might place additional burdens on business.

�6�W�D�W�H���5�H�S�����'�D�Q���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W�����D���&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V���'�H�P�R-
�F�U�D�W�����K�D�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�K�H���E�L�O�O���L�Q���H�D�F�K���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V-
sembly session starting in 2002.

“It’s taken that long to make people under-
stand it doesn’t have anything to do with gay 
�P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���R�U���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H���W�K�D�W���´���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���V�D�L�G�����³�:�H��
always have a few fringe folks who don’t get it 
�D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N���Z�H�¶�U�H���F�R�Q�G�R�Q�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���E�D�G���´

Stewart said lawmakers have begun to 
understand the issue when a simple question 
�L�V���S�R�V�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�P�����³�'�R���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W�¶�V���I�D�L�U���W�R���¿�U�H��
someone solely on the basis that they are gay 
�R�U���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�"�´

The bill would add sexual orientation and 
gender identity to established categories - such 
as race and gender - to be protected from dis-
�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�����K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�L�W����
Ohio would be the 13th state to prohibit dis-

crimination based on both sexual orientation and 
�J�H�Q�G�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V��
�&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�����D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�����J�D�\�����E�L�V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G��
transgender civil rights organization. Twenty-
one states protect against sexual orientation 
discrimination only.

Supporters of the anti-discrimination 
legislation have been also been trying to get it 
passed for years at the federal level. The latest 
�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���8���6�����5�H�S�����%�D�U�Q�H�\���)�U�D�Q�N��
�R�I���0�D�V�V�D�F�K�X�V�H�W�W�V�����F�R�X�O�G���J�H�W���D���E�R�R�V�W���L�I���D���V�W�D�W�H���D�V��
�O�D�U�J�H���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���D�V���2�K�L�R���Z�H�U�H���W�R��
approve the measure.

�$�E�R�X�W���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���)�R�U�W�X�Q�H�����������F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V��
have policies that prohibit sexual orientation 
�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�O�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���W�K�L�U�G���K�D�Y�H��
�S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J��
�W�R���W�K�H���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V���&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q��

The Ohio House bill has two Republican 
�F�R���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V���� �%�X�W�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�V�¶�� �D�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�\�� �L�Q�W�R��
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�D�P�E�H�U���L�Q���������������I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H��
�L�Q���������\�H�D�U�V�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���I�R�U�F�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H��
bill’s latest momentum.

The Senate is concerned it may be an im-
position on business.

�0�D�J�J�L�H�� �2�V�W�U�R�Z�V�N�L���� �V�S�R�N�H�V�Z�R�P�D�Q�� �I�R�U��
�6�H�Q�D�W�H�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �%�L�O�O�� �+�D�U�U�L�V���� �V�D�L�G�� �K�H�� �³�L�V�� �Q�R�W��

convinced that it is necessary to impose what 
�D�P�R�X�Q�W�V���W�R���Q�H�Z���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�V���R�Q���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���´

�2�S�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�O�O���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��
�I�R�U���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���9�D�O�X�H�V�����D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�R�P�R�V�H�[�X�D�O�V��
should not be extended the same protections as 
those of different races because their differences 
�D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�����W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G��
a history of discrimination resulting in economic 
deprivation and they are not politically power-
less.

Opponents also argue that by extending 
�W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���/�*�%�7���S�H�R�S�O�H�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���Z�R�X�O�G��
infringe on the rights of those who believe ho-
mosexuality is immoral. The bill provides an 
exemption for religious organizations.

“It makes no sense to protect the right to 
worship when an individual can then be pros-
�H�F�X�W�H�G���I�R�U���D�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�R�V�H���E�H�O�L�H�I�V���´���'�D�Y�L�G���0�L�O�O�H�U����
�Y�L�F�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�\���I�R�U���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���I�R�U��
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���9�D�O�X�H�V�����V�D�L�G���L�Q���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\��
�-�X�Q�H�����������³�,�I���\�R�X���S�D�V�V���W�K�L�V���E�L�O�O�����\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J��
us on a slippery slope of having commissions 
scrutinize what is an acceptable expression of 
�R�Q�H�¶�V���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\���K�H�O�G���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���E�H�O�L�H�I�V���´

�0�L�F�K�D�H�O�� �3�D�\�W�R�Q���� �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�2�K�L�R���&�L�Y�L�O���5�L�J�K�W�V���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����V�D�L�G���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H��
wouldn’t infringe on anyone’s rights. He pro-

�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���6�W�D�W�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
with seven cases of potential sexual orientation 
and gender identity discrimination that had been 
brought to the commission’s attention.

“The granting of this right will not result in 
a detriment to others just as the granting of other 
civil rights protections down through time did 
�Q�R�W���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���D���G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W���W�R���R�W�K�H�U�V���W�K�H�Q���´���3�D�\�W�R�Q��
�W�H�V�W�L�¿�H�G���-�X�Q�H������

State Rep. Dan Stewart said lawmakers have begun to understand 
the issue when a simple question is posed to them: “Do you think it’s 
fair to �re someone solely on the basis that they are gay or lesbian?”
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�>�c�i�Z�g�c�V�i�^�d�c�V�a by Rex Wockner

British prime 
minister apologizes 
to Alan Turing

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
apologized to Alan Turing on Sept. 11 after 
31,564 people signed a petition on Brown’s Web 
site asking him to do so.

Turing – the openly gay founder of modern 
computing who cracked key Nazi military codes 
during World War II – was prosecuted in 1952 
for the crime of engaging in gay sex and was 
chemically castrated and stripped of his security 
clearance. He committed suicide in 1954.

“On behalf of the British government, and 
all those who live freely thanks to Alan’s work I 
am very proud to say: we’re sorry, you deserved 
so much better,” Brown wrote.

“Turing was a quite brilliant mathematician, 
most famous for his work on breaking the Ger-
man Enigma codes,” Brown explained. “It is no 
exaggeration to say that, without his outstanding 
contribution, the history of World War II could 
well have been very different. He truly was one of 
those individuals we can point to whose unique 
contribution helped to turn the tide of war. The 
debt of gratitude he is owed makes it all the 
more horrifying, therefore, that he was treated so 
inhumanely. In 1952, he was convicted of ‘gross 
indecency’ – in effect, tried for being gay. His 
sentence – and he was faced with the miserable 

choice of this or prison – was chemical castration 
by a series of injections of female hormones. He 
took his own life just two years later.”

“Thousands of people have come together 
to demand justice for Alan Turing and recogni-
tion of the appalling way he was treated,” the 
apology continued. “While Turing was dealt with 
under the law of the time and we can’t put the 
clock back, his treatment was, of course, utterly 
unfair and I am pleased to have the chance to 
say how deeply sorry I and we all are for what 
happened to him. Alan and the many thousands 
of other gay men who were convicted as he was 
convicted under homophobic laws were treated 
terribly. Over the years millions more lived in 
fear of conviction. I am proud that those days are 
gone and that in the last 12 years this government 
has done so much to make life fairer and more 
equal for our LGBT community. This recognition 
of Alan’s status as one of Britain’s most famous 
victims of homophobia is another step towards 
equality and long overdue.”

Leading gay activist Peter Tatchell called 
Brown’s apology “most welcome and com-
mendable.”

“But,” Tatchell said, “a similar apology is 
also due to the estimated 100,000 British men 
who were convicted of consenting, victimless 
same-sex relationships during the 20th century. 
Singling out Turing just because he is famous 
is wrong. Unlike Turing, many thousands of 
ordinary gay and bisexual men were never given 
the option of hormone treatment. They were sent 
to prison.”

Another famous victim of the gross inde-
cency law was Oscar Wilde, who was prosecuted 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said Sept. 11 that the United States will �ght anti-gay violence anywhere 
in the world that it happens. Photo by Rex Wockner.

and jailed in 1895.

British consul 
murdered in 
Jamaica

The honorary British consul in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, was strangled in his home Sept. 9 
in a possibly homophobic attack.

John Terry’s nude and beaten body was 
found with a handwritten note calling him a 
“batty man,” which means “faggot.”

Police believe Terry knew his killer.
Honorary consuls are volunteers who rep-

resent the British government and help people 
for whom the United Kingdom has consular 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �7�H�U�U�\���� �������� �¿�O�O�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
western end of the island.

Jamaica is considered by human-rights de-
fenders to be one of the world’s most virulently 
homophobic countries. Gay sex is illegal.

Uruguay OKs gay 
adoption

Uruguay reportedly became the first 
country in Latin America to allow gay adoption 
Sept. 9 when the Chamber of Senators passed 
a bill that previously had passed the Chamber 
of Deputies.

President Tabaré Vázquez indicated he will 
sign the bill into law.

Questions have been raised, however, about 
a confusing provision in the bill that requires 
children’s full names to include both their 
mother’s and father’s last names.

Uruguay also has a national civil-union law 
for same-sex couples and lets open gays serve 
in the military.

The civil union law requires that couples 
�K�D�Y�H���O�L�Y�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���I�R�U���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q��
take advantage of it, and grants spousal rights in 
areas that include inheritance, property owner-
ship, pensions, parenting and health care.

The couple must “maintain an emotional 
relationship of a sexual nature (and) an exclusive, 
singular, stable and permanent character.”

Other Latin American localities with civil 
union laws include the city of Buenos Aires, the 
Argentine province of Río Negro, the Brazilian 
state of Rio Grande do Sul, Mexico City, and 
the Mexican state of Coahuila, which borders 
Texas.

Clinton says U.S. 
will battle anti-gay 
violence worldwide

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said 
�6�H�S�W�����������W�K�D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�O�O���¿�J�K�W���D�Q�W�L���J�D�\��
violence anywhere in the world that it happens.

Speaking in New York at the Roosevelt 
Institute’s Four Freedoms Medals Gala Dinner, 
where she received the institute’s Four Freedoms 
Award, Clinton explained: “(We) must condemn 
violence based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. In country after country after country, 
young men and women are persecuted, are 
singled out, even murdered in cold blood, be-
cause of who they love or just based on claims 
that they are gay.

“We are starting to track violence against 
the LGBT community, because where it hap-
pens anywhere in the world, the United States 
must speak out against it and work for its end. 
Through our annual human rights report, we are 
documenting human rights abuses against LGBT 
communities worldwide. And we are seeking out 
partners at the United Nations such as Brazil, 
France, Sweden and the Netherlands to help us 
address these human rights abuses.”
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Designer Andrew Christian talks to BTL 
about butt-lifting underwear and the hard, 
hard job of working with hot male models

Under it all

While fawning over Brandi Carlile as she 
mesmerized and melted a packed crowd to 
the core in Detroit nearly two years ago, I 

knew the Seattle-born musician crafted one of the best 
songs of her then dual-album career: “Dying Day,” 
a lingering love-you-miss-you lament that she sang 
without a mic. 

Carlile didn’t need it: Her belty alto tore through 
it, bellowing from the bottom of her heart and gut, 
like she so effortlessly does. I had chills. Arm hairs 
were up. I wrestled a couple tears.

No non-YouTubers knew the song, but by the 

�¿�Q�D�O���F�K�R�U�X�V���±���Z�K�H�Q���K�H�U���P�X�V�F�X�O�D�U���K�R�Z�O���Z�D�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\��
�L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���L�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G���X�V�����±���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���O�L�S-
ping it, myself included. She’d be crazy not to record 
this, I thought. She’s not crazy.

The soulful song that sounds apropos for a camp-
�¿�U�H���V�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���F�X�W���I�R�U���K�H�U���O�D�W�H�V�W���/�3�����³�*�L�Y�H���8�S��
�W�K�H���*�K�R�V�W���´���R�X�W���2�F�W���������±���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D���S�U�H�Y�L�H�Z���D�W�������S���P����
�6�H�S�W�����������D�W���W�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���7�K�H�D�W�H�U���L�Q���$�Q�Q���$�U�E�R�U�����(�Y�H�Q��
in its recorded version, “Dying Day,” now licked with 
steel guitar accents and achy cello strings, retains its 
intimacy. It’s a testament to the strikingly underpro-
duced quality of the album and the inimitable power 

of Carlile’s voice, which reaches out, snatches your 
heart and grips it even after the last note sounds. 

�(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�V���G�U�H�D�P���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���³�7�K�D�W��
Year,” another sad song she premiered at the same 
show (during which I didn’t even bother repressing 
�P�\���P�L�V�W�\���H�\�H�V�����,���M�X�V�W���O�H�W���L�W���J�R�������2�Y�H�U���D���V�L�P�S�O�H���J�X�L�W�D�U��
�P�H�O�R�G�\���� �D�� �T�X�L�H�W���� �U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q�H�G�� �&�D�U�O�L�O�H�� �¿�Q�G�V�� �S�H�D�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K��
�D�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�¶�V�� �V�X�L�F�L�G�H���� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �O�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �J�R�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�Q�W���X�S����
�G�H�F�D�G�H���O�R�Q�J���D�Q�J�H�U���±���K�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�O�\���S�X�Q�F�W�X�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�R�Q�J��
�Z�L�W�K�� �³�,�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �%�D�S�W�L�V�W���,�� �Z�D�V�� �Z�U�R�Q�J�´�� �±�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�K�H�� �I�H�O�W��
following it. 

Give into the ‘Ghost’
The album of the year (so far) is almost here. Preview it 

during Brandi Carlile’s ‘Traveling Show’ in Ann Arbor.
by Chris Azzopardi

Brandi Carlile: God’s gift to music.
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� ? � J � Ê � I � � � 7 � B � B � � � 7 � 8 � E � K � J � � � O � E � K

Elsewhere on “Ghost,” her third – and most candid – album 
following 2007’s guitar-driven “The Story,” she does wistfully 
dreamy (“Oh Dear”), moody arena rock (“Before It Breaks”) 
and whistle-laced love songs (“If There Was No You”), enact-
ing a more self-assured exploratory approach in her expandable 
delivery and, sometimes, in the music itself. On “Dreams,” she 

carries that callow edge over from 
“The Story,” where she traded the 
glossier folk-pop from her 2005 
eponymous debut, on which even 
then her old-soul voice belied her 
actual 20-something age, for beau-
tifully cracked, throaty-voiced 
rock/roots music. 

But from the get-go of 
“Ghost,” it’s clear we’re in for 
something deliciously different: 
“Before It Breaks” is a kind of 
Coldplay, piano-building ballad 
– haunting, hurting and a vocal 
show-stopper, as Carlile’s pliant 
instrument effortlessly whips back 

and forth between a meaty growl and a vulnerable, porcelain-
like falsetto with the ease of a rubberband and the control of a 
teenager’s mom. When she opens her mouth to sing, everything 
around it opens, too. It’s a weapon of mass destruction, cata-

pulting into riptides of raw energy and, especially on “Before It 
Breaks,” complimented hauntingly well by The Twins – longtime 
bandmates Tim and Phil Hanseroth, who get a lot of play on this 
record. Happily so. 

Following “Before It Breaks” is a surprising segue-way – 
“Caroline,” with its jubilant country sweeter-than-lemonade charm 
and Elton John’s harmonies, which has her gushing over a girl 
... her niece (Carlile came out to her college newspaper in 2002, 
but has since to speak of it). Indigo Girls Amy Ray offers back-
up on “Looking Out,” 
an impassioned, soaring 
rocker which, along with 
the world-weary “Pride 
and Joy,” features some 
of Carlile’s best writing to 
date: “I laid a suitcase on 
my chest, so I could feel 
somebody’s weight/And 
not lay you to rest, just 
to feel the give and take.” 

Carlile’s voice here 
packs the force of a head-
on collision, especially as 
the gritty, tension-building 
bridge – where she begins 
belting the shit out of the 
song – swoops up into a 
typhoon of electric guitar 
and drums. It’s a moving 
moment, and they’re ev-
erywhere on “Give Up the 
Ghost,” a career best – and 
favorite this year – that 
unquestionably furthers 
her as a class-act vocal 
genius and a crafty, evolv-
ing songwriter. And now, 
with more of her guard 
down, as transparent as 
a ghost. 

Brandi 
Carlile

‘The Give Up the Ghost 
Traveling Show’

7:30 p.m. Sept. 28

Michigan Theater, Ann 
Arbor

www.michtheater.org

�Š��Brandi
Continued from p. 17

Elsewhere on “Give 
Up the Ghost,” Brandi 
Carlile’s third – and 
most candid – album 
following 2007’s guitar-
driven “The Story,” she 
does wistfully dreamy 
(“Oh Dear”), moody 
arena rock (“Before It 
Breaks”) and whistle-
laced love songs (“If 
There Was No You”), 
enacting a more self-
assured exploratory 
approach in her 
expandable delivery 
and, sometimes, in 
the music itself. 
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Cool 
Cities

BY DONALD V. CALAMIA

A seemingly random act of violence in the food court of 
a shopping mall results in a life-threatening head injury to the 
unsuspecting victim and a jail term for the perpetrator. But 
who else suffers as a result of the vicious attack, and what 
culpability do others have for their actions that somehow led 
�X�S���W�R���W�K�H���K�R�U�U�L�¿�F���H�Y�H�Q�W�"

Those are among the ethical questions playwright Robert 
Hewett explores in “The Blonde, the Brunette and the Vengeful 
Redhead,” the powerfully acted and slickly directed season 
opener at Performance Network Theatre.

It’s a tough day for red-headed Rhonda Russell. First she 
gets a call from her husband, Graham, who unexpectedly an-
nounces that he’s leaving her. Then Lynette, the brunette next 
door neighbor, reveals that she saw Graham and “a blonde” in 
a rather compromising situation – and that she knows where 
the hussy works. So the two drive to Tanya’s jewelry busi-
ness, where Lynette points her out walking in the mall. So the 
usually meek and mousy Rhonda jumps her from behind and 
savagely beats her. It’s at that point when a web of individuals 
�D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���S�U�L�R�U���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���¿�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U��
lives irrevocably intertwined and forever changed.

There’s far more to the story, of course. Hewett’s often 
funny and occasionally heart-wrenching script opens with the 
bare essentials – the basic who, what, when, where, why and 
how. But as each subsequent scene builds upon the previous, 
the playwright slyly doles out tasty tidbits of information 
that alternately shock you and tickle your funny bone. All 
the while, he reveals the all-too human frailties that can drive 
people to perform (or absolve themselves from) questionable 

or despicable acts.
What’s also intriguing is the 

play’s unusual structure: Each scene 
is a monologue delivered by one 
of the plot’s primary characters. 
What’s more, each of the seven 
roles – male or female, young or 
old – is played by Suzi Regan.

Regan, a highly respected 
veteran of the stage who directed a 
handful of shows at the Network’s 
Washington Street location, uses 
the script to teach a master class in 
character development. Each of her 
seven characters has a thoroughly 
unique voice and set of mannerisms 
�±���D�Q�G���K�H�U���I�D�F�H���P�L�U�D�F�X�O�R�X�V�O�\���U�H�À�H�F�W�V��
their correct ages. It’s an impres-
sive accomplishment, and it ranks 
�D�P�R�Q�J���K�H�U���¿�Q�H�V�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V��

The show is kept visually stimulating by director David 
Wolber who moves Regan about the stage in harmony with 
�W�K�H���H�E�E�V���D�Q�G���À�R�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�R�W�����$�O�V�R���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���D�U�H���W�K�H��
scene changes, thanks to Daniel C. Walker’s back-lit set that 
allows the audience to watch Regan’s silhouette as she dons 
and doffs wigs and other accoutrements (including one very 
funny sight gag).

�7�K�H���R�Q�O�\���K�H�D�G���V�F�U�D�W�F�K�H�U���L�V���W�K�H���S�O�D�\�¶�V���¿�Q�D�O���V�F�H�Q�H�����Z�K�L�F�K��
doesn’t make much sense – and has a revelation that’s never 
explained. If nothing else, it sure had opening night theatergo-
ers talking up a storm!

The Detroit Derby Girls will speak in Ann Arbor about starring in 
Drew Barrymore’s “Whip It!,” shot last summer in Michigan. 

���i�Ì�À�œ�ˆ�Ì�Ê���i�À�L�Þ�Ê���ˆ�À�•�Ã�Ê
�`�ˆ�Ã�V�Õ�Ã�Ã�Ê�«�>�À�Ì�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�•�œ�V�>�•�•�Þ�‡
�Ã�…�œ�Ì�Ê���À�i�Ü�Ê�	�>�À�À�Þ�“�œ�À�i�Ê
�“�œ�Û�ˆ�i�]�Ê�¼�7�…�ˆ�«�Ê���Ì�t�½

�%�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���R�I���'�U�H�Z���%�D�U-
rymore’s directorial debut “Whip It!” on Oct. 2, several 
�R�I���W�K�H���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���'�H�U�E�\���*�L�U�O�V�����Z�K�R���V�W�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�O�P���V�K�R�W���O�D�V�W��
summer in Michigan, discuss the rivalries, the spills and 

the thrills of 
life on the 
rink.  This 
event, De-
troit Derby 
Girls Rock!, 
is for adults 
and teens 
in at least 
sixth grade 
and will be 
held in the 
Multi-Pur-
pose Room 

of the Down-
town Library from 7-8:30 p.m. Oct. 1. The girls will also 
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�U�W���L�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���J�U�R�X�Q�G�E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���¿�O�P��

The Detroit Derby Girls, established in early 2005, 
�L�V�� �D�Q�� �D�O�O���I�H�P�D�O�H�� �R�Z�Q�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �À�D�W���W�U�D�F�N�� �U�R�O�O�H�U��
derby league. Over 60 skaters strong, the Detroit Derby 
Girls are part of the national rebirth of roller derby that 
began in 2001.

The average derby girl skater devotes a minimum 
of 12-15 hours a week to the league, including practices, 
meetings and events. 

Find out more at this unique event – and get a solid 
�E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �'�H�U�E�\�� �*�L�U�O�� �O�L�I�H�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �\�R�X�� �V�H�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�O�P����
The Downtown Library is located at 343 S. Fifth Avenue 
in Ann Arbor. For more information, call the library at 
734-327-8301.

 

 

Regan’s back at the Network 
Theatre – with a vengeance

PREVIEW
Catch Between The Lines’ story on “Whip 
It!” next week, including interviews with 
Drew Barrymore and the Detroit Derby 

Girls. 

‘The Blonde, the Brunette 
and the Vengeful Redhead’

Performance Network Theatre, 120 E. Huron St., Ann Arbor. 
Thursday through Sunday through Oct. 11. $25-$39. 734-663-

0681. www.performancenetwork.org

Each of Suzi 
Regan’s seven 
characters has 
a thoroughly 
unique voice 
and set of 
mannerisms 
– and her face 
miraculously 
re�ects their 
correct ages. 
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A n n  A r b o r Cool 
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BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

Wearing underwear is a full-
time job for Andrew Chris-
tian. That could explain the 

�I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�L�V�W�D�� �I�R�U�J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �R�X�U�� �¿�U�V�W��
scheduled interview – or why, when it 
happened, he had no idea who we were 
or why he was doing this. 

Maybe he’s just easily distracted. 
Who wouldn’t be with hot, half-naked 
models wearing your underwear cou-
ture? Such is the life of Christian, an 
L.A.-based designer who didn’t win 
Bravo’s “The Fashion Show” – even 
with the help of his “movie star good 
looks,” as his bio notes – but tells us 
he’s better than the “bore” host Isaac 
Mizrahi called him.

His line, which launched in 1997, 
began producing contemporary collec-
tions – menswear, swimwear, tees and 
accessories – before he merged into 
sexy skivvies. Five15 Media, Mojo 
�	���0�R�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�R�U�H���W�R���F�D�U�U�\���W�K�H�P��
locally, and Christian will appear at the 
trendy Royal Oak gift shop at 4 p.m. 
Sept. 25 during a meet and greet. And, 
yes, he’ll sign them.

What kind of underwear are you wear-
ing?

I’m wearing the Almost Naked briefs. You got 
lucky. You got one that I could tell you.

Which ones can’t you tell me about?

The ones that aren’t released yet, because I 
have to test them out before we actually go into 
production with them – so right after the design 
process I test them out.

What do you test for?

Just fit, comfort, the fabric, the wearability, 
the durability. People ask me, “What are you 
wearing?” I’m like, “They’re not released yet, 
I can’t tell you.”

So you had to try out the Flashback 
butt-lifting underwear before the public 
could?

Yeah.

Do you need the Flashback?

Under It All

Andrew Christian’s skivvies line 
makes its metro Detroit debut – 
and he tells us all about it

Andrew Christian
7 p.m. Sept. 25

Five15 Media, Mojo & More

515 S. Washington, Royal Oak

www.�ve15.net

A model search follows at 10 p.m. at Gold Coast in 
Detroit. The winner gets $200 in gift certi�cates for 
AndrewChristian.com and entrance into a nation-

wide pool for the grand prize, a photo shoot. 
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Yeah (laughs). I don’t think everybody 
needs it, but there’s definitely a good 
percentage of the population out there, 
like myself, that needs help in that area. 
I mean, the way I came up with it was: I 
was at the gym and I saw how people were 
doing lunges and squats, including myself, 
trying to get the perfect butt – and it just 
wasn’t happening.

So you figured, why not make 
an underwear that can do it for 
them?

Yeah, it’s like a push-up bra for your 
butt.

Show-It Technology works similarly 
– except for your junk. How did that 
come about?

I wanted to come up with an enhancing 
garment that was also comfortable to 
wear all day, because a lot of the things 
that have come out in the past weren’t 
very comfortable to wear. (I also wanted) 
something that didn’t need any sort of as-
sembly. You just put it on, wear it and go. 
�7�K�H���6�K�R�Z���,�W�V���D�U�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���W�R��
wear all day long – they don’t pinch you 
in any weird spots. 

Had a lot of people expressed inter -
est in making it bigger?

Yeah, of course. It doesn’t matter what size 
a guy is, he always wants to be bigger. 

What new trends have you noticed 
in underwear fashion?

I see things coming away from prints and 
what not and just going more into solids 
and different color combinations, so a lot 
less kitschy or theme-oriented.

Do you have an underwear fetish?

I didn’t ... but I guess I do now (laughs).

I read that you used to buy generic 
clothes and stylized them yourself 
because you didn’t have a lot of 
money for trendy clothes. What was 
the coolest piece that you made?

I think I was probably around 15 and, I 
mean, I would do so many crazy things. I 

would attach broken mirrors to jackets and 
just really wild, off-the-wall stuff. 

Having a mirror with you wherever 
you went must have been handy. 

Exactly – like a walking disco ball. 

Why do you think gay men are 
more into underwear than straight 
men?

�,���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���K�D�Y�H���P�R�U�H���J�D�\���F�O�L�H�Q�W�H�O�H�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W��
know. I guess gay guys like showing their 
underwear more. And I mean, for the most 
part, they have better bodies, so they want 
to show it off, right? I mean not always. 
Not always, but especially in L.A. – so 
many metrosexuals out here.

What was being on “The Fashion 
Show” like? 

It was good. I got to meet all these great 
�L�F�R�Q�L�F���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q���¿�J�X�U�H�V���O�L�N�H���1�R�U�P�D���.�D�P�D�O�L��
and Tinsley Mortimer 
and Fern Mallis. It was 
fun. You were in there 
and all you had to think 
about was fashion and 
creating.

Did you learn any -
thing from it for 
your own line?

No (laughs).

Why not?

It’s a TV show. It has 
nothing to do with real 
life, even though on the 
TV show they said “Real 
fashion for real people” 
it’s like come on, get real, 
this isn’t real.

Well, meeting for -
mer former Des -
tiny’s Child mem -
ber Kelly Rowland 
must’ve been cool 
at least.

Um, she was alright. 

(Laughs) So you 
probably weren’t 

too unhappy to be eliminated early 
from that show.

No, no, no. I was happy I got to be on 
the show and show my point of view as 
a designer. It was obvious I shouldn’t 
have been eliminated on that challenge 
as the CEO of Manolo Blahnik USA was 
even defending my design against Isaac 
(Mizrahi). 

Who was your favorite famous un-
derwear model growing up? 

Madonna with her cone bustier. I guess I 
was young as a child. I mean, I guess I was 
gay as a child.

What’s it like working with all these 
hot male models?

���6�L�J�K�����,�W�¶�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�����,�W�¶�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���K�D�U�G��
work, but I’m very dedicated.

(Laughs) I’m sure you are. 

“Yeehaw!,” readers: Over 80 acres 
of Midland will serve as the site for The 
Michigan Antique and Collectible Festival 
Sept. 26-27, the last set of dates until next 
summer. The festival, held three times a 
year and now in its 41st year, features a 
classic car show, a Coin and Sports Memo-
rabilia building and local bluegrass and folk 
bands, including: 

Mark Richardson & Tequila Town 
Band: 3 p.m. Sept. 26th in the Michigan 
Antique Festival Dance Hall. They’ve 
�R�S�H�Q�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �*�U�H�W�F�K�H�Q�� �:�L�O�V�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �.�H�Q�Q�\��
Chesney, and they’re currently working on 
their sophomore effort, “Commerce,” to be 
released next summer. 

The Blue Coyote Band: 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. Sept. 27 in the Dance Hall. They’re 
the epitome of traditional country from the 

’70s and ’80s, and the In-
ternational Country Music 
Association recently nomi-
nated them for their song 
“Light in the Window.” 

The HeyJ’s: 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Sept. 26 and 1-4 
p.m. Sept. 27 at the 4-H 
Picnic Area. With their 
soft-sounding guitar melo-
dies and vocal talents, this 
trio will be sure to swoon 

fans of acoustic music as they cover clas-
sic oldies and timeless faves. 

The festival will be held 8 a.m.-6 
p.m. Sept. 26 and 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 27 
at the Midland County Fairgrounds. A spe-
cial Friday “Early Bird” entry opportunity 
is available during dealer setup for $15 
per person (10 a.m.- 5 p.m.). All events 
are held rain or shine and ample parking 
is available at no extra cost. 

The Michigan 
Antique and 

Collectible Festival
8 a.m.-6 p.m. Sept. 26, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Sept. 27

Midland County Fairgrounds

6905 Eastman Ave., Midland

www.miantiquefestival.com.

Antique and Collectible Festival to 
feature country music, unique goodies
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�=�V�e�e�Z�c�^�c�\�hFor expanded listings visit www.pridesource.com

�J�L�G�G�F�I�K���F�L�I���8�;�M�<�I�K�@�J�<�I�J
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�A�L�D�G���=�F�I���A�F�P
�9�K�C���X�[�m�\�i�k�`�j�\�i�j���b�e�f�n���n�_�X�k���p�f�l���c�`�b�\�%��
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OUTINGS
Thursday, Sep. 24
New Volunteer Training, 6 p.m. Learn 
about Af�rmations and hear about ways 
to use your skills to make a difference. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Health Advisory Council Meeting, 
7 p.m. A meeting for LGBT and allied 
professionals in the health care �eld. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

LGBT Youth Support Group, 7 p.m. A 
group structured for LGBT youth. Held in 
the board conference room. The Network, 
345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 616-458-
3511. www.the-lgbt-network.org

Friday, Sep. 25
Dykes On Bikes Detroit, 10 a.m. The 
weather is changing and we are ready 
to ride! Ladies, get out and ride with us. 
Contact the Detroit chapter of Dykes On 
Bikes for ride and meeting dates. Dykes 
On Bikes Detroit, metro Detroit. www.
dykesonbikesdetroit.com

Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 
Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Final Friday Filmfest & Discussion 
Series, 7 p.m. Film is followed with 
refreshments and discussion. Check 
the Web site for the �lm and topic of 
the week. There is a free will offering 
collected to help cover expenses. 
Genesee County PFLAG, 2474 S. 
Ballenger Highway, Flint. 810-496-8302. 
p�ag�int@yahoo.com. www.p�ag�int.org

Gender Noise, 7 p.m. A safe space 
for LGBTQ youth to thrive through 
discussion, conversation and social 
activism. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: 
“Suzanne Westenhoefer: Live From 
The Village.” The audacious lesbian 
comic delivers laughs to a sold-out 
crowd at Hollywood’s Village Theatre 
with her signature gay-centric comedy 
routine. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Noche Latin@, 9 p.m. A monthly 
LGBT Latino Night, featuring different 
entertainment each month. Admission: 
$5 for non-members, free for members. 
Detroit Latin@z, 141 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. www.goaf�rmations.org

Midnight Movies Cult Classics, 11:30 
p.m. A series of classic midnight �lms 
shown on Five15’s big screen TV. Includes 
such favorites as “Valley of the Dolls,” 
“Die Mommie, Die” and “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” Five15 Media, Mojo and 
More, 515 S. Washington, Royal Oak. 
248-515-2551. www.�ve15.net

Saturday, Sep. 26
Men’s Discussion Group, 6 p.m. A 
discussion group for gay, bi and trans 
men ages 18 and up. Open discussion 
night. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Monday, Sep. 28
New Member Night, 6 p.m. New See Music,  page 26

members welcome! Out Loud Chorus, 
1400 W. Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor. 734-
973-6084. OutLoudChorus@gmail.com. 
http://outloudchorus.googlepages.com/=

Tuesday, Sep. 29
A Community Event in Support of 
Charles Pugh, 5:30 p.m. Suggested 
donation of $20-50. Private home, 1665 
Balmoral Drive, Detroit.   

Man, Woman, Both, Neither, 6 p.m. 
A free workshop that will explore the 
de�nitions of sex and gender. LINK 
Community Arts, University of Michigan-
Flint, Flint. 810-813-2053.   

Tortoise Club, 6:30 p.m. A writers 
support group for people to share their 
work and get feedback. Af�rmations, 290 
W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-
7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Growing in Spirituality, 7 p.m. An 
interfaith group that explores the 
relationship between faith and LGBT 
identity. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Transgender SOS, 7 p.m. A safe 
space for spouses, partners, family and 
friends of transgender people. Ages 18 
and up. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Sing Out Detroit, 7 p.m. Rehearsals for 
LGBT choir. Looking to hire experienced 
accompanist for 50 member chorus. 
Call for audition. Sing Out Detroit, 26998 
Woodward, Royal Oak. 248-943-2411. 
linda@singoutdetroit.com. www.
singoutdetroit.com

Elbow Deep, 9 p.m. Retro-Alterna-
Drag-Dance-Off!! The monthly gay 
night at Ypsilanti’s hottest bar. Cover: 
$5. House of Chanel and PUSH/PULL, 
6 S. Washington, Ypsilanti. 734-483-
6374. elbow.deep@hotmail.com. www.
myspace.com/deepelbow 

LezBe Honest, 10 p.m. A new lesbian 
dance night. Studio 4, 314 S. Fourth 
Ave., Ann Arbor. 734-302-3687. www.
studio4club.com

Wed, Sep. 30
Newly Single, 6:30 p.m. A support group 
for LGBT people who are coping with the 
loss of a relationship. Af�rmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaf�rmations.org

Rainbow Bowling League, 7 p.m. A 
weekly LGBT bowling league. Cost: 
$13 per week per person. Rainbow 
Bowling League, 2985 Washtenaw 
Road, Ypsilanti. 734-709-9115. www.

rainbowbowlingleague.com

Young @ Heart, 7 p.m. A space 
promoting socializing and conversation 
among those 45 and older. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Thursday, Oct. 1
LGBT Youth Support Group, 7 p.m. A 
group structured for LGBT youth. Held in 
the board conference room. The Network, 
345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 616-458-
3511. www.the-lgbt-network.org

Friday, Oct. 2
Dykes On Bikes Detroit, 10 a.m. The 
weather is changing and we are ready 
to ride! Ladies, get out and ride with us. 
Contact the Detroit chapter of Dykes On 
Bikes for ride and meeting dates. Dykes 
On Bikes Detroit, metro Detroit. www.
dykesonbikesdetroit.com

Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 
Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Womyns Film Night, 7 p.m. Film; “All 
Over Me.” Claude and Ellen are best 
friends growing up in tough New York 
City. But the violent homophobic murder 
of their friend threatens to tear them 
apart. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Gender Noise, 7 p.m. A safe space 
for LGBTQ youth to thrive through 
discussion, conversation and social 
activism. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

First Friday Night Discussion Group, 
7:30 p.m. A safe, inviting space to talk 
about life as lesbians of color. Food and 
beverages served. S.P.I.C.E., 290 W. Nine 
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.spiceonline.org

Midnight Movies Cult Classics, 11:30 
p.m. A series of classic midnight �lms 
shown on Five15’s big screen TV. Includes 
such favorites as “Valley of the Dolls,” 
“Die Mommie, Die” and “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” Five15 Media, Mojo and 
More, 515 S. Washington, Royal Oak. 

248-515-2551. www.�ve15.net

Saturday, Oct. 3
Drag Queen Bingo, 8 p.m. This ain’t 
your Grandma’s bingo! Five15, 515 S. 
Washington, Royal Oak. 248-515-2551. 
info@�ve15.net. www.�ve15.net

MUSIC & 
MORE
BENEFITS/SOCIAL EVENTS
Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis 
Network, “Walk for Food Allergy” To 
bene�t FAAN, which researches food 
allergies. Kensington Metropark, Milford. 
10 a.m. Oct. 3. www.foodallergywalk.org

Freedom House, “Freedom House 
Annual Dinner “ A fundraising dinner 
with strolling dinner, silent auction 
and guest speaker Jack Lessenberry. 
Tickets: $75. Max M. Fisher Music 
Center, 3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
5 p.m. Oct. 1. 313-964-4320. www.
freedomhousedetroit.org

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum, “Saints, Sinners and Sinatra” 
This year’s theme is a tribute to “Old 
Blue Eyes.” Tickets: $80. Marshall M. 
Fredericks Sculpture Museum, Saginaw 
Valley State University , Saginaw. 5:30 
p.m. Oct. 2. www.marshallfredericks.org

Michigan Humane Society, “Meet 
Your Best Friend at the Zoo” An event to 
adopt out hundreds of dogs and cats. 
Free admission. Detroit Zoo, 8450 W. 10 
Mile Road, Royal Oak. 10 a.m. Sep. 26, 
10 a.m. Sep. 27. 248-283-1000. www.
michiganhumane.org

Midland Center for the Arts, “Victorian 
Funeral and Cemetary Tour” A historical 
look at Victorian funerals, plus cemetery 
tours. Tours depart at 4, 5 and 6 p.m. 
Admission: $15 for tour only, $30 for 
funeral tea and tour. Heritage Park, 3417 
W. Main, Midland. 1 p.m. Sep. 26. 989-
631-8250. www.mcfta.org

Mitch Albom and Friends, “Have A 
Little Faith” A fundraiser to help Detroit’s 
homeless. Tickets: $40-125. Fox Theatre, 
2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. 
Sep. 30. www.ticketmaster.com

Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit, 
“GOLD” A fundraiser for the MOCAD. 
Tickets: $65 in advance, $75at the door. 
The Whitney Mansion, 4421 Woodward 
Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Sep. 26. 313-832-
5700. www.mocadetroit.org

CLASSICAL
Chamber Music Society of Detroit, 
“Tokyo String Quartet” Part of the Opus 
9 series. Tickets: $43-75. Seligman 
Performing Arts Center, 22305 W. 13 Mile 
Road, Beverly Hills. 8 p.m. Oct. 3. 248-
855-6070. www.comehearcmsd.org

Detroit Symphony Orchestra, “Sharon 
Isbin” A performance by the world-
renowned classical guitarist. Tickets: 
$19-123. Orchestra Hall, 3711 Woodward 
Ave., Detroit. Sep. 24 - Sep. 27. 313-576-
5111. www.detroitsymphony.com

Lansing Symphony Orchestra, “A 
Parade of Winds” The opening to the 
2009-2010 Chamber Series. Tickets: 
$10-15. Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 2001 E. Grand River Ave., 
Lansing. 3 p.m. Sep. 27. 517-487-5001. 
www.lansingsymphony.org

MSU College of Music, “Wind 
Symphony” Tickets: $10 adults, $8 
seniors, free for students. Cobb Great 
Hall, Wharton Center, East Lansing. 7:30 
p.m. Sep. 29. 517-353-5340. www.
music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music, “Symphony 

It’s the last week of the month – so that means it’s time for 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays’ Flint chapter to host 
their Final Friday Filmfest and Discussion. This month’s �lm, 
shown at 7 p.m. Sept. 25 at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Flint, is “Serving in Silence,” which addresses the U.S. military’s 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy requiring LGBT servicemembers to 
remain silent about their sexuality. The �lm will be followed by a 
discussion of the issue at hand, plus refreshments. The event is 
free, although donations to cover expenses will be accepted. For 
more information, visit www.p�ag�int.org.
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On the Cool Cities Ann Arbor page: a review of “The Blonde, the Brunette and the Vengeful Redhead.”

Familiar faces populate the world of “Bogosian 
V(5): The Christening. Photo: The Abreact

R E V I E W

‘Bogosian V(5): The 
Christening’

The Abreact Performance Space, 1301 
W. Lafayette, #113, Detroit. Fridays and 
Saturdays through Oct. 3. Free admission/
donations accepted. 313-485-0217. www.

theabreact.com 

Old friends, new loft for The Abreact
BY DONALD V. CALAMIA
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BoarsHead’s ‘Beau Jest’ romantic and funny

R E V I E W

‘Beau Jest’
BoarsHead Theater, 425 S. Grand Ave., 
Lansing. Wednesday-Sunday through Oct. 11. 
$12-$30. 517-484-7805. www.boarshead.

org

BY D. A. BLACKBURN
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Northville/ Plymouth

Orchestra” With faculty artist pPanayis 
Lyras. Tickets: $10 adults, $8 seniors, 
free for students. Cobb Great Hall, 
Wharton Center, East Lansing. 8 p.m. 
Sep. 26. 517-353-5340. www.music.
msu.edu

Universal Musical Society, “Bill 
Charlap Trio” With Bill Charlap on piano, 
Kenny Washington on drums and Peter 
Washington on bass. Tickets: $30-40. 
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre, 911 N. 
University Ave., Ann Arbor. 7 p.m. Oct. 2, 
9:30 p.m. Oct. 2. 734-764-2538. www.
ums.org

CONCERTS
Arab American National Museum, 
“Rahim AlHaj” A concert by the oud 
virtuoso. Tickets: $10. Arab American 
National Museum, 13624 Michigan 
Ave., Dearborn. 6:30 p.m. Oct. 1. www.
arabamericanmuseum.org

City of Farmington Hills Culteral Arts 
Division, “Three Men and a Tenor” A 
humorous concert by the nationally 
renowned act. Tickets: $19 adults, $17 
seniors and students. Farmington Players 
Barn Theater, 32332 W. 12 Mile Road, 
Farmington Hills. 7:30 p.m. Sep. 25. 
248-473-1848. 

Crofoot Ballroom, “Sufjan Stevens” 
With special guest Cryptacize. Crofoot 
Ballroom, 1 S. Saginaw, Pontiac. 7 p.m. 
Sep. 25.   www.thecrofoot.com

Live Nation, “MUTEMATH” A stop on 
their fall Armistice Tour. Tickets: $20 in 
advance. Clutch Cargo’s, 65 E. Huron, 
Pontiac. 6:30 p.m. Sep. 27. www.
livenation.com

Live Nation, “The Academy Is...” With 
special guests Set Your Goals, The 
Secret Handshake and You and Me at 
Six. Tickets: $15. Clutch Cargo’s, 65 E. 
Huron, Pontiac. 6 p.m. Sep. 25. www.
livenation.com

Live Nation, “Brand New” With special 
guest Manchester Orchestra. Tickets: 
$25. The Fillmore, 2115 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. 7 p.m. Oct. 2.   www.livenation.
com

Michigan Theater, “Ani DiFranco” 
Tickets: $32.50-37.50. Michigan Theater, 
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Sep. 25. 
www.michtheater.org

Motor City Casino, “Natalie Cole” A 
performance by the Grammy Award-
winning singer. Tickets: $58-78. Sound 
Board Theater, Motor City Casino, Detroit. 
8 p.m. Oct. 3. www.motorcitycasino.com

Motor City Casino, “Bret Michaels” 
Tickets: $41-59. Sound Board Theater, 
Motor City Casino, Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 2. 
www.motorcitycasino.com

Olympia Entertainment, “KISS” 
The Alive 35 Tour with special guest 
Buckcherry. Tickets: $25-128. Cobo 
Arena, 301 Civic Center Drive, Detroit. 
7:30 p.m. Sep. 25, 7:30 p.m. Sep. 26. 
www.ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment, “Pioneers of 
Hip Hop III” With Salt N Pepa, Whodini, 
Too Short, Slick Rick, Rob Base and DJ 
Quick. Tickets: $48-78. Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 3. 
www.ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment, “How Sweet 
the Sound” A competition of the best 
church choirs in America. Tickets: 
$5-7. Joe Louis Arena, 600 Civic Center 
Dr., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. Sep. 28. www.
ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment, “Maxwell” With 
special guests Robin Thicke and Chrisette 
Michele. Tickets: $20-89.50. Joe Louis 
Arena, 600 Civic Center Drive, Detroit. 
7:30 p.m. Sep. 26. www.ticketmaster.
com

Universal Musical Society, “Grizzly 
Bear” A performance by the Brooklyn 
quartet. Tickets: $18-42. Michigan 
Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. 

Sep. 26. 734-764-2538. www.ums.org

Wharton Center, “Willie Nelson and 
Family” A live performance as part of 
the Christman Live At State concert 
series. Tickets: $35-55. Cobb Great 
Hall, Wharton Center, East Lansing. 7:30 
p.m. Sep. 24. 517-432-2000. www.
whartoncenter.com

DANCE
AEG Live, “So You Think You Can Dance 
Tour 2009” A tour of the head dancers 
from the hit competition show. Tickets: 
$38.50-56. Joe Louis Arena, 600 Civic 
Center Drive, Detroit. 6:30 p.m. Oct. 3. 
313-983-6606. www.ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment, “So You Think 
You Can Dance Tour” Featuring all of 
fans’ favorite dancers from the show. 
Tickets: $38.50-56. Joe Louis Arena, 600 
Civic Center Dr., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 3. 
www.ticketmaster.com

FESTIVALS
MIchigan Antique and Collectible 
Festivals, “MIchigan Antique Festival” 
Antique sales and appraisals, a car show, 
entertainment and more. Admission: 
$5. Midland County Fairgrounds, 6905 
Eastman Ave., Midland. May 30 - Sep. 27. 
989-687-9001. www.miantiquefestival.
com

SHOWS
Fashion in Detroit, LLC, “Fashion in 
Detroit” A fashion event in the Motor City 
created by Joe Faris of “Project Runway.” 
Detroit Zoo, 8450 W. 10 Mile Road, Royal 
Oak. 7 p.m. Oct. 1, 7 p.m. Oct. 2.  248-
723-9770. www.fashionindetroit.com

Ocean Entertainment Worldwide, 
“Legends” The Music of Judy Garland 
& Rosemary Clooney. Gateway Theatre, 
6500 Gilbert Road, Richmond. 6:30 
p.m. Sep. 26. 250-270-1812. www.
gatewaytheatre.com

Royal Oak Music Theatre, “Norm 
Macdonald” Tickets: $29.50. Royal 
Oak Music Theatre, 318 W. Fourth, 
Royal Oak. 7 p.m. Oct. 2.   www.
royaloakmusictheatre.com

THEATER
CIVIC/COMMUNITY THEATER

And The Winner Is, $15. Farmington 
Players, 32332 W. 12 Mile Rd., 
Farmington Hills. Oct. 2 - 17. 248-553-
2955. www.farmingtonplayers.org

Evil Dead: The Musical, $20. Whole Art 
Theatre, Epic Theatre, 359 S. Kalamazoo 
Mall, Kalamazoo. Through Oct. 10. 269-
345-7529. www.wholeart.org

Fiddler on the Rood, $17-$22. 
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, Civic 
Auditorium, 329 S. Park St., Kalamazoo. 
Sep. 25 - Oct. 10. 269-343-1313. www.
kazoocivic.com

Hamlet, $12. SRO Productions, Historic 
Burgh Church, 26060 Berg Rd., 
South�eld. Oct. 2 - 18. 248-796-4645. 
www.srotheater.org

Inspecting Carol, $15. The Players Guild 
of Dearborn, 21730 Madison, Dearborn. 
Sep. 18 - Oct. 4. 313-561-TKTS. www.
playersguildofdearborn.org

Oliver!, $18. Spotlight Players, The 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 
Cherry Hill Rd., Canton. Through Sep. 27. 
734-394-5300. www.spotlightplayersmi.
org

Southern Hospitality, $30. Dinner 
served at 6:30 p.m. Starlight Dinner 
Theatre, Waverly East Intermediate 
School, 3131 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
Oct. 2 - 10. 517-243-6040. www.
starlightdinnertheatre.info

Things You Shouldn’t Say After 
Midnight, $15. Peppermint Creek 
Theatre Company, Creole Gallery, 1218 
Turner St., Lansing. Sep. 24 - Oct. 3. 517-
927-3016. www.peppermintcreek.org

TopDog/Underdog, $22. Actors’ Theatre, 
Spectrum Theater, 160 Fountain NE, 
Grand Rapids. Sep. 24 - Oct. 3. 616-234-
3946. www.actorstheatregrandrapids.
com

Waiting for Godot, $18. The Emergent 
Arts Company, Riverside Arts Center, 76 
N. Huron St., Ypsilanti. Through Sep. 27. 
734-330-7815. www.emergentarts.com

PROFESSIONAL THEATER
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, $10-$20. 
Blackbird Theatre, 1600 Pauline, Ann 
Arbor. Oct. 2 - 31. 734-332-3848. www.
blackbirdtheatre.org

A Sleeping Country, $18-$27. Tipping 
Point Theatre, 361 E. Cady St., Northville. 
Through Sep. 27. 248-347-0003. www.
tippingpointtheatre.com

An Evening with Mark Twain, Free. 
Capital TheaterWorks, Historic Ledges 
Playhouse, 133 Fitzgerald Park Dr., Grand 

Ledge. Through Sep. 27. 517-944-0221. 
www.capitaltheaterworks.org

An In�nite Ache, Previews Oct. 1-4 & 
8 ($15). $18-$24. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam Rd., Williamston. Oct. 
1 - Nov. 8. 517-655-7469. www.
williamstontheatre.org

Beau Jest, $12-$30. BoarsHead Theater, 
425 S. Grand Ave., Lansing. Through Oct. 
11. 517-484-7805. www.boarshead.org

Bogosian V: The Christening, Free! The 
Abreact Performance Space, 1301 W. 
Lafayette, #113, Detroit. Through Oct. 3. 
313-485-0217. www.theabreact.com

Boogie Stomp!, $27.50. The Gem 
Theatre, 333 Madison St., Detroit. 8 p.m. 
Oct. 2. 313-963-9800. www.gemtheatre.
com

Confessions of Women from East LA, 
$15. Mah-Dey Theatre & Matrix Theatre 
Company, Matrix Theatre, 2730 Bagley 
St., Detroit. Through Sep. 27. 313-967-
0599. www.matrixtheatre.org

Disney on Ice - 100 Years of Magic, 
$10-$25. The Palace of Auburn Hills, 
5 Championship Dr., Auburn Hills. Sep. 
30 - Oct. 4. 1-800-745-3000. www.
palacenet.com

Entertaining Guests, $25. The Acorn 
Theater, 107 Generations Dr., Three Oaks. 
Sep. 24 - 25. 269-756-3879. www.
acorntheater.com

Escanaba, Previews Sept. 23-24 
($20-$25). $20-$38. The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company, 137 Park St., Chelsea. 
Through Dec. 19. 734-433-7673. www.
purplerosetheatre.org

Ethel Merman’s Broadway, $25-
$65. Broadway Grand Rapids, DeVos 
Performance Hall, 303 Monroe Ave., 
Grand Rapids. Sep. 29 - Oct. 4. 616-235-
6285. www.broadwaygrandrapids.org

Ethel Merman’s Broadway, $39.50. 
Gem Theatre, 333 Madison St., Detroit. 
Through Nov. 21. 313-963-9800. www.
gemtheatre.com

Kwame a River 2: The Wrath of 
Conyers, $15-$20. Andiamo Novi 
Theatre, 42705 Grand River Ave., Novi. 
Through Dec. 27. 1-800-745-3000. 
www.ticketmaster.com

Lonely Planet, $20. Breathe Art Theatre 
Project, The Furniture Factory, 4126 Third 
St, Detroit. Sep. 25 - Oct. 11. 248-982-
4121. www.breathearttheatre.com

Monday Nights @ Planet Ant, $5. Planet 
Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff, Hamtramck. 
313-365-4948. www.planetant.com

Murder at the Howard Johnson’s, 
$14-$16. Broadway Onstage Live 
Theatre, 21517 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe. 
Through Oct. 10. 586-771-6333. www.
broadwayonstage.com

Nunsense Amen!, $18. The Box Theatre, 
70 Macomb Place, second �oor, Mt. 
Clemens. Through Sep. 26. 586-954-
2677.

One Flea Spare, $15. Planet Ant Theatre, 
2357 Caniff St., Hamtramck. Oct. 2 - 24. 
313-365-4948. www.planetant.com

Performance Art in Front of an 
Audience Ought to be Entertaining, 
Free; but seating is limited. Life-Art, 
Lightbox, 106 S. Division, #311, Grand 
Rapids. Sep. 25 - 27.  www.life-art.org

Rent, $10-$25. Who Wants Cake Theatre, 
The Ringwald Theatre, 22742 Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale. Through Sep. 28. 248-
545-5545. www.whowantscaketheatre.
com

Sundays at Go Comedy!, $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street, $28 adults; $25 students 
& seniors. The Encore Musical Theatre, 
3126 Broad St., Dexter. Oct. 1 - 18. 734-
268-6200. www.theencoretheatre.org

The Blonde, the Brunette and 
the Vengeful Redhead, $25-$39. 
Performance Network Theatre, 120 
E. Huron St., Ann Arbor. Through 
Oct. 11. 734-663-0681. www.
performancenetwork.org

to the stage. Barefoot Productions, Walker-Buzenberg Building, 240 N. Main St., Plymouth. Sep. 25 - 26. 734-582-

EDITOR’S PICK

“Coming out as a lesbian has been great practice for saying 
dangerous things,” says comedy veteran Kate Clinton.

Clinton, known for her hilarious takes on political and social 
issues – from the 2008 election to California’s Proposition 8 
– is heading to Ann Arbor’s The Ark at 8 p.m. Oct. 1.

The show, Clinton has promised of her latest tour, will 
include “drama with Obama – ponzi scum, Rick Warrens 
and quagmires galore.” The show also follows the release of 
her latest book, “I Told You So,” which political commentator 
Rachel Maddow calls “true, terrifying and coffee-out-your-
nose funny.”

Tickets to Clinton’s stand-up comedic performance are $30, 
and can be purchased online, at The Ark’s box of�ce or at 
any Ticketmaster location.

For more information, visit www.theark.org.
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The Carol Burnett Show, Reservations 
required. Dinner served at 7:30 p.m.; 
lunch Sunday matinees at 1:30 p.m. 
Dinner performances - $35 per person, 
or $60 per couple; $25 Sunday matinees. 
(Includes lunch/dinner, dessert, tax, tip 
& performance.). TNT Productions, The 
Biddle Hall, 3239 Biddle Ave., Wyandotte. 
Fridays through Oct. 25. 734-626-8395. 

The Fantasticks, $25-$30. Hilberry 
Theatre, 4743 Cass Ave., Detroit. Oct. 2 - 
24. 313-577-2972. www.hilberry.com

The Nina Simone Revue, $25; exhibit 
opens and dinner served one hour prior 
to show time. Sky Productions, Russell 
Gallery, 7500 Chrysler, Detroit. Sep. 26. 
313-989-2995. www.myspace.com/
skycovington

The Phantom of the Opera, Tickets 
begin at $23. Broadway in Detroit, Detroit 
Opera House, 1526 Broadway St., Detroit. 
Through Sep. 27. 313-872-1000. www.
broadwayindetroit.com

The Winning Streak, $15. UDM Theatre 
Company, Marygrove College Theatre, 
8425 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit. Sep. 25 
- Oct. 11. 313-993-3270. http://theatre.
udmercy.edu

Thursdays at Go Comedy!, $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding, $65 per person, 
which includes dinner, a champagne 
toast and of course, the show. Detroit 
Actors Guild, Andiamo Celebrity 
Showroom, 7096 E. Fourteen Mile Rd., 
Warren. 7 p.m. Oct. 2. 586-268-3200. 
http://tonytinadetroit.com

Wednesdays at Go Comedy!, $5 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

AUDITIONS & CLASSES
STAGECRAFTERS YOUTH THEATRE – 
auditions for “Charlotte’s Web,” Sept. 26, 
248-541-8027.

HOW TO CONTACT ‘THEATER EVENTS’ AND 
‘CURTAIN CALLS’ Please send all press 
releases and promotional materials at least 
three weeks prior to the scheduled event, 
and your story ideas, comments, brickbats 
and accolades - preferably via e-mail - to 
curtaincalls@pridesource.com or by snail-mail 
to Curtain Calls, Between The Lines, 11920 
Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan 48150. 
Unless otherwise noted, ticket prices shown 
above are for adult general admission tickets 
only; please contact the theater for questions 
regarding the availability of discount tickets for 
preview performances, advance sales, groups, 
students, seniors and children. Complete listings 
can be found online at www.pridesource.com/
happenings.phtml.

ART ‘N’ 
AROUND
Community Arts @ Paramount Gallery, 
“James Homer Brown” A new exhibit by 
the local artist, entitled “Lost Weekend.” 
Opening reception held 5-8 p.m. Sept. 
25. Paramount Gallery, 22635 Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale. Sep. 22 - Nov. 9. 248-
414-6500. 

Detroit Institute of Arts, “Baroque 
1620-1800” An exhibit that explores 
Style in the Age of Magni�cence. Tickets: 
$15 adults, $7 youth, free for DIA 
members. Detroit Institute of Arts, 2100 
Woodward, Detroit. Sep. 20 - Jan. 3. 313-
833-7900. www.dia.org

Detroit Institute of Arts, “Rede�ning 
20th Century Printmaking” The work 
of Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns 
and Jim Dine, with over 70 prints in the 
collection. Museum admission: $8 adults, 
$6 seniors, $4 youth. Detroit Institute 
of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
July 15 - Oct. 25. 313-833-7900. www.
dia.org

Downriver Council for the Arts, 

“Artifact” An exhibition by students 
from the College for Creative Studies. 
Home Gallery, 20904 Northline, Taylor. 
Sep. 11 - Oct. 9. 734-720-0671. www.
downriverarts.org

Downriver Council for the Arts, 
“Jeannette LaCelle” Young at Art, 
paintings by LaCelle. Skylight Gallery, 
20904 Northline, Taylor. Sep. 11 - Oct. 9. 
734-720-0671. www.downriverarts.org

Eastern Michigan University Art 
Department, “Coping with the Unknown” 
The work of Adrian Hat�eld and Joe 
Meiser. Ford Gallery, Eastern Michigan 
University, Ypsilanti. Sep. 8 - Oct. 2. www.
emich.edu/fordgallery

Gallery Project, “Landscape and 
Memory” Artwork of landscapes. Opening 
reception held 6-9 p.m. Sept. 25. Free. 
Gallery Project, 215 S. Fourth Ave., Ann 
Arbor. Sep. 23 - Nov. 1. 734-997-7012. 
www.thegalleryproject.com

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 
“Embracing Diverse Voices” African-
American Art in the Collection of the KIA. 
Free. Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 314 S. 
Park, Kalamazoo. Oct. 3 - Nov. 29. 269-
349-7775. www.kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, “In Search 
of Motion” The work of deceased sculptor 
John Cavanaugh. Free. Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, Kalamazoo. 
Sep. 19 - Nov. 8. 269-349-7775. www.
kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, “Speed 
Bump” An exhibit of Sunday cartoons by 
Dave Coverly. Opening reception held at 5 
p.m. Sept. 5. Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 
314 S. Park, Kalamazoo. Sep. 5 - Jan. 10. 
269-349-7775. www.kiarts.org

Kresge Art Museum, “Gods, Demons 
and Generals” Icons of Korean 
Shamanism and Haeri Yoo: Paper Deep. 
Free. Kresge Art Museum, Michigan 
State University, Lansing. Sep. 10 - Oct. 
18. 517-353-9834. www.artmuseum.
msu.edu

Lawrence Street Gallery, “Celebrate 
the Print” A juried exhibition of local 
printmakers. Opening reception held 6-9 
p.m. Oct. 2. Lawrence Street Gallery, 
22620 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Sep. 
30 - Oct. 31. 248-544-0394. www.
lawrencestreetgallery.com

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 

Museum, “Breaking the Mold” 
Contemporary Chinese and Japanese 
Ceramic Sculpture. Marshall M. 
Fredericks Sculpture Museum, Saginaw 
Valley State University, Saginaw. Oct. 2 - 
Jan. 28. www.marshallfredericks.org

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum, “Textile Extensions” Quilts 
in a New Context, the work of Carole 
Harris. Opening reception held 3-5 p.m. 
Oct. 3. Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum, Saginaw Valley State University, 
Saginaw. Oct. 2 - Jan. 28. www.
marshallfredericks.org

MSU Museum, “Festive Images” Images 
from the Great Lakes Folk Festival 
Exhibition. Free. MSU Museum, Michigan 
State University, Lansing. Sep. 1 - Oct. 
25. 517-355-2370. http://museum.
msu.edu

Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit, 
“Ann Lislegaard: 2062” An exhibition 
by Swedish artist Alexander Gutke. 
Admission: $6 non-members, free for 
members. Museum of Contemporary Art 
Detroit, 4454 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
Sep. 11 - Dec. 31. 313-832-6622. www.
mocadetroit.org

Re: View Contemporary Gallery, 
“Square Blue Residue” Works by Dennis 
Hayes IV. Opening reception held 7-11 
p.m. Oct. 3. Re: View Contemporary 
Gallery, 444 W. Willis, Detroit. Oct. 
3 - Nov. 7. 313-833-9000. www.
reviewcontemporary.com

Riverside Arts Center, “Curanderas” The 
Hearts and Hands of Coatlicue. Riverside 
Arts Center Gallery, 76 N. Huron, Ypsilanti. 
Sep. 3 - Sep. 26. 734-480-2787. www.
riversidearts.org

Tibbits Opera House, “Paranormal” An 
art exhibit that ties in with autumn and 
the spirit of the season. Entries welcome. 
Tibbits Opera House Gallery, 93 W. 
Chicago Street, Coldwater. Sep. 10 - Nov. 
3. 517-278-2070. 

University of Michigan Museum of 
Art, “(Un)Natural History” The Museum 
Unveiled, a series of photographs by 
Richard Barnes. University of Michigan 
Museum of Art, 525 S. State, Ann Arbor. 
Sep. 12 - Dec. 6. 734-764-0395. www.
umma.umich.edu

EDITOR’S PICK

Lansing Community College Performing Arts Department 
presents “70 Scenes of Halloween” by Jeffrey M. Jones 8 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, Sept 25-26 and Oct. 2-3 at the 
LCC Black Box Theatre, Room 168 of the Gannon Building in 
downtown Lansing.

A young couple hangs out at home on Halloween, drinking, 
greeting trick-or-treaters, arguing and watching TV, with some 
strange appearances by their alter-egos, The Witch and The 
Beast. Darkly comic and absurd, “70 Scenes of Halloween” is 
about relationships – with a bit of grisly horror thrown into the 
mix. Paige Dunckel directs the �ve-person cast of students 
and LCC theater alumni, including Cody Masalkoski and Kayla 
Dewitt as the couple Jeff and Joan, A.J. Murphy as The Beast, 
Samantha Seybert as The Witch, and Kristine Alexander as The 
Stage Manager.

Regular tickets are $10; with $5 for LCC faculty, staff and 
students. For information, call 517-483-1488.
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 By Jack Fertig

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSolution to puzzle from page 32

Avoid �ghts, Leo!
Mars in Cancer tends to diffuse energy, leading us in moody circles 
away from productive focus. That can be directed into examining 
your past, especially the familial and emotional. He’s aspecting 
Jupiter in Aquarius which can help provoke brilliant insights, but 
they will take work and you may have to abandon long-cherished 
notions. 

ARIES (March 20 – April 19): 
Fussing around the house feels 
like a distraction from more 
interesting long-range goals. Try 
taking a fresh look at both to see 
how they might feed each other. 
A feng shui analysis of your 
home could help. 

TAURUS (April 20 – May 
20): Grumbling and kvetching 
with friends can help open new 
insights. Just be careful to stay 
positive and upbeat, even when 
critical, while dealing with 
folks in power. As you identify 
problems, stay on purpose for 
finding solutions.

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): 
Your hunger for adventure can 
get surprisingly expensive. If 
you stay mindful of economy, 
you can discover wonderful 
new ways to stretch a buck and 
enjoy much more of life while 
spending much less! 

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
You can hardly help but to be 
boisterous and challenging. 
But what kind of trouble that 
will get you into? You can be 
swaggering and sexy or just 
obnoxious and argumentative. 
The choice seems easy. Focus-
ing that energy is not. 

LEO (July 23 – August 22): 
Try to avoid fights. The chips 
are stacked against you. Better 
to find private time with some-
one you trust deeply to help 
you face down some personal 
demons. With some effort, 
you can get to the root of old 
problems.

VIRGO (August 23 – Septem-
ber 22): Working with others 
can help uncover flaws in your 
long-range plans. It won’t be 
easy to give up some of your 
vision, but remember, those are 
just steps to a goal. Be open to 
a more effective path. 

LIBRA (September 23 – Octo-
ber 22): Getting too innovative 
can upset the poo-bahs. There’s 
a time and a place for creative 
fun, and you’d better keep it 
there. If you really have such 

brilliant ideas at work, bring 
them up gently and be open to 
suggestions. 

SCORPIO (October 23 – No-
vember 21): You may take 
much greater strength from your 
heritage than you realize, even 
if that is mostly the strength to 
rebel against it. Re-examining 
your roots can offer startling 
insights. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 – December 20): If you 
can’t keep a civil tongue in your 
head, there must be someplace 
where your nasty mouth will 
be appreciated. Find an outlet 
where you can let it all out, and 
remember when and where to 
behave yourself! 

CAPRICORN (December 21 – 
January 19):Focus any impulse 
to fight about money. If you can 
keep it a friendly, principled 
debate with your partner, you 
can figure out how better to 
manage your finances. Keep 
your principles clear, but be 
open to shifting approaches and 
applications. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 – 
February 18): Your magnani-
mous efforts to help others can 
easily go awry. Offer and ask 
before acting on the generous 
impulse. Some exercise or a 
cooking class could be a good 
way to keep that energy out of 
trouble. 

PISCES (February 19 – March 
19): Whatever creative medium 
you favor, it can open windows 
into your soul, perhaps revealing 
hidden depths. Pay attention to 
the songs and images that float 
through your head; they have a 
lot to tell you about yourself. 

Jack Fertig, a professional astrol-
oger since 1977, is available for 
personal and business consulta-
tions in person in San Francisco, 
or online everywhere. He can 
be reached at 415-864-8302, 
through his Web site at www.
starjack.com, and by e-mail at 
QScopes@qsyndicate.com.
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Got problems?   Send letters to: “Dear 
Jody,” C/O Between �e Lines, 11920 Farm-
ington Road, Livonia, MI 48150. E-mail her 
at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com

The trick to lesbian dating?
Q: I feel like a kid in high school. I’m not, 

of course; I am 42 years old. The reason I 
feel like a high school kid is that I want to ask this 
woman out, but I’m scared to death to do it.  

Let me tell you a little something about myself 
so you can get my gist. I was married for 18 years 

and have two 
kids. I got a 
divorce three 
years ago and 
s ince  then 
have come to 
realize that 
I’m lesbian. 
There’s a lot 
more about 
that time of 
my life, but 
it’s not really 
important to 

my question. The important part of it is that I’ve 
lived a heterosexual lifestyle, and in that lifestyle, 
men ask women out. I have not had that kind of 
practice, nor courage. Now that I’m wanting to be 
with women, I don’t know who asks who out, and 
how to go about it.  

For the last two years, I’ve been hanging out 
trying to decide if I’m gay or not. Well, I’ve defi-
nitely come to the understanding that I am lesbian. 
I’ve wanted to be sure about it and not rush into 
something unless I was really certain, for my sake 
and the sake of my kids.  

OK, so now I’m sure and feel that I have 
healed from my past relationship with my ex-
husband. So, I want to get on with my life. And, 
I’m excited about it, but scared as well. 

On to the problem: I met this woman “Cathy” 
at a women’s potluck (for lesbian women). She 
actually came up to me, introduced herself and 
carried on a conversation, which pretty much lasted 
all during the evening, and even though she did 
speak to a few other women there that she knew, 
she always came back and talked to me. It seemed 
to me that she was as interested in me as I was 
with her. But she didn’t go any further than that, 
like ask me out.  

Then, I saw “Cathy” again at another event 

two weeks later. She seemed eager to talk to me 
again and we sort of hung out together at that event. 
I certainly have some feelings – or maybe I should 
say chemistry with her.  But I don’t know how she 
feels; maybe she just likes me as a friend.  Maybe 
she doesn’t feel the chemistry. In my old world of 
heterosexuality, I was used to girls being friends, 
and opposite sex people being “lovers,” so I don’t 
know how this all works. I’m eager to go, but don’t 
know the ropes.  

Can you help me sort this out?
                                                             

Neophyte in her Forties

A: It is a bit more confusing in the lesbian 
world; however, it’s doable or we’d never 

get together, would we? It’s harder for women 
because, like you say, we grow up with the idea 
that we’ll be the ones asked out, not the ones hav-
ing to do the asking. All that we see in life, like on 
TV, in the movies or watching our older brother 
or sister’s dating scene, shows the woman being 
asked, not doing the asking. So, we have to start 
by thinking outside the heterosexual box. In others 
words, if you want to date this woman, you might 
have to make the first move. Your problem here 
may be that she’s waiting for you to do the asking, 
while you are waiting for her to ask you out. You 
can get the ball rolling; it doesn’t have to be a big 
deal. You can start things by just asking her if she’d 
like to grab a cup of coffee with you. From there, 
you will get a better idea where she’s at and what 
the next move is. If the relationship doesn’t become 
clearer, I would recommend being more up front 
and tell her that you are interested in her not only as 
a friend, but as possibly more than that, and would 
like to date her. 

I know this feels strange and difficult for you, 
and for many women, but you know life requires 
new behaviors, and not to adjust could keep you 
from a special relationship. Good luck! 

Jody Valley spent 12 years as a clinical social 
worker. She worked with the LGBT community 
both as a counselor and a workshop leader in the 
areas of coming out, self-esteem and relationship 
issues. Reach Jody at DearJodyValley@hotmail.

For the last two years, 
I’ve been hanging 
out trying to decide 
if I’m gay or not. Well, 
I’ve de�nitely come 
to the understanding 
that I am lesbian.
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The Classifieds Between The Lines Classi�eds Work! 
To place an ad go to www.pridesource.com or call us at 888.615.7003.

106 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  - 

GROUPS

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets every Sunday evening at 
7 p.m. at WRAP, 319 Braun Ct., 
Ann Arbor.

205 REAL ESTATE  - 
HOMES FOR RENT

Royal Oak
Two bedrooms, one bath, sun-
room, deck, garage. $900 per 
mo. Newly remodeled. 248-
585-8709.

North Hazel Park-
2 bedroom cottage on nice 
street.  All appliances- stove, 
self cleaning over, frig, washer 
and dryer.  New paint, blinds.  
Sunny laundry room. Large fenced 
backyard. Shed.  Most pets okay.  
23433 Hoover, near 9 1/2 mile.  
$625.00 +$500. dep. Call Judy, 
248-396-2756.

302 EMPLOYMENT  - 
OFFICE

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REP

WE ARE SEEKING DYNAMIC 
CUSTOMER SERVICE ORIENTED 
INDIVIDUALS WITH TYPING 
SKILLS NEEDED TO WORK ON 
BEHALF OF OUR COMPANY. 
THIS CUSTOMER SERVICE REP-
RESENTATIVE WILL EARN UP 
TO $3000 MONTHLY ANY JOB 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED. EMAIL: 
holdings.w.smith@gmail.com

350 PETS - PETS

Adorable super cute  English bull-
dog & Capuchin Monkies, AKC 
Registered, Beautiful coat and 
markings, Champion lines, Good 
with children, Health guaranteed, 
lovable, pure bred, records, shots, 
show quality, vet checked Each 
puppy cost $500   E-mail me 
Andrwsmith444@aol.com
***PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR 
PHONE # IF YOU WANT TO 
CONTACT ME,SO I CAN GIVE 
YOU MORE INFO***

405 PROF. SERVICES  - 
CLEANING SERVICES

Walter & Tom’s Cleaning 
Service

Available weekly, monthly or that 
special occasion cleaning.  Refer-
ences upon request.  Call Walter 
& Tom 248-224-6356 or e-mail 
walterandtoms@aol.com

428 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MASSAGE

Massage - Ann Arbor 
and Berkley Therapeu-

tic massage
gets rid of back, neck, and shoul-
der pain. Call David Rosenberg 
at 734-662-6282 or email at 
Massage4@aol.com.  See my 
webpage at http://www.trymas-
sage.com

GROUP MASSAGE
- For Gay and Bisexual Men. 
Learn some massage techniques 
and meet others in a safe and 
caring environment. Tuesdays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Thursdays at 
2 p.m.  $10 per session. 209 
West Kingsley in downtown Ann 
Arbor. (734) 662-6282 or email 
Massage4@aol.com. http://
www.trymassage.com

434 PROF. SERVICES  - 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

We can do any job - big 
or small

Complete design and renovation 
by master craftsman, at handyman 
rates. Full kitchen design, simple 
repairs - everything. Check out my 
work at www.offermichaeli.com. 
Call O.M. Design & Renovation, 
248-225-8207. Offer_michaeli@
hotmail.com.

435 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MEDIATION

Professional Mediation
Conflict Resolution Specialists, 
trained to help parties settle differ-
ences due to break-ups, �nancial 
issues, PPOs, custody and other 
matters. Serving SE Michigan 
with integrity and honesty to 
avoid costly and painful court 
battles. Belle Mac & Associates 
313-978-7918, bellemac100@
sbcglobal.net

503 MERCHANDISE  - 
AUTOMOTIVE

1996 FORD THUNDER-
BIRD FOR SALE

1996 Ford Thunderbird,  excellent 
condition. Very clean vehicle,  
red exterior with grey interior, 
132k miles. Runs good but needs 
very minor work. Asking $2,000 
O.B.O please call 313 717 
6169 Before 8pm only. Serious 
replies only.

607 TRAVEL  - 
HUNTING & FISHING

PRIME DEER HUNTING
in beautiful Hillsdale County 
on two hundred acre preserve. 
Includes overnite lodging & other 
amenities.  GAY OWNED.  517-
283-1559

1102 EROTICA - 
MASSAGE

HOT NUDE MASSAGE
Handsome, SWM, 34, 5’5”,145 
lbs, 6” member, dark curly hair, 
diamond earring. Soothing, slow 
massage with ORAL stimulation. 
Call JAKE daily 9 a.m. to mid-
night, (248)320-9652.  ($80/
hour)   Your location or my  New 
Birmingham Location . 
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How to have a successful 
lesbian potluck

Q: I hate to be a ste-
reotype, but I’m 

going to have a lesbian 
potluck next month. It’s 
the food that has me wor-
ried, though. The last time 
I did this, I wound up with 
several different versions 
of lentil salad, no main 
courses, and no ingenuity. 
How can I get my friends 
to do better?

A: Well, you can get them to do better by doing 
better yourself. Get organized. By that, I mean 

give out assignments. One way is to divide your 
guest list alphabetically with one group bringing 
appetizers and salads (you might tell this team jok-
ingly, “Let’s skip the lentil salad this year”), another 
main dishes, and the last, desserts. Maybe you can 
provide the beverages yourself.

And the next time you’re a potluck guest? 
Inquire whether anyone coming has special 
dietary considerations – perhaps someone is 
vegan or lactose intolerant or has celiac disease, 
for example. (If you yourself have special needs, 
be sure to bring something that you can eat and 
let your host know beforehand so there are no 
worries.)

Potluck guests should also avoid making 
their dish at the host’s house, even if it’s just 
a salad. All the prep work should be done at 

home, except perhaps for reheating a dish right 
before serving.

Guess who’s coming to 
dinner? Your ex!
Q: It’s said that in the lesbian and gay communi-

ty, “We are an army of lovers and ex-lovers.” 
How do you handle invites, seating arrangements, 
etc., when you know that so many of the guests are 
former lovers – and you want to invite them all?

A: Indeed, what they say is true. I remember be-
ing unpleasantly shocked at a birthday party 

for my former boyfriend Victor to see all four of his 
other exes in attendance. At one point, the five of us 
were even corralled into a group photo. Flash! Pos-
terity recorded. What Victor hadn’t counted on was 
that we would talk - talk about him - and since we 
were all history, as they say, we had a lot of pent-up 
dish. By night’s end, the entire party was referring to 
our merry little band as “Victor’s Victims.” Probably 
not what Victor had in mind.

Back to your question! First of all, as a host, 
you need to think of your guests’ comfort. Just 
because you want to invite them all, doesn’t mean 
you should. Masked or unmasked bitterness, 
rage or jealousy can quickly tank the best of par-
ties. But if you’re committed to this potentially 
prickly guest list, be transparent. You don’t need 
to tell each guest who among their exes will be 
present, but if they ask, fess up. Then, it’s every 
man and woman for him or herself. Some will 
simply not show, but at least the others know 
what they’re getting into.

Likewise, if you’re 
having trouble choosing 
between two separated 
lovers, feel free to in-
vite them both. Let them 
choose to attend or not. 
Or the exes can decide 
between themselves what’s 
appropriate. But again, if 
asked whether the other is 
invited or attending, say what 
you know.

As for seating arrange-
ments, you’ve got to be kidding. 
You can’t just put a group of un-
happy souls at a table and ask them to 
break bread together. Instead, make sure the party 
is big enough so that folks can hide in corners 
– or behind a tree.

The art of mingling (LGBT-
style)
Q: Whenever I have a party, it seems that my 

lesbian friends stay to themselves and my 
gay male friends do the same. How can I encour-
age my guests to mingle instead of clinging to their 
same-gender friends?

A: Of course, the larger question is: How do you 
get people who don’t know each other to try 

and connect? Sad to say, but most of us like to stick 
with our own kind, or at least with what’s tried and 
true. With strangers, simply starting a conversation 
can be the biggest challenge. And this is where a 

good host makes all the difference. Go around 
the party and match up people who happen to have 
something – pretty much anything – in common. 
For instance, “Rochelle, I’d like you to meet Mike; 
he also lived in St. Louis before moving here.” Or: 
“Mike, you probably didn’t know that Rochelle has 
a new puppy too.” 

Of course, one of the reasons that the gays 
and the lezzies may be staying in their own camps 
at your parties is that they’re on the prowl for 
a date. Here, too, a good host intervenes. Intro-
duce Sally to Jeanne, saying something like: 
“You’re two of my favorite people and you’re 
both screenwriters. I think you should know each 
other.” And then let them be. Your work is done. 
Until the next party.

Steven Petrow is the author of “The Essential Book 
of Gay Manners & Etiquette.” Send your manners 
questions to him at queeries@live.com.
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Q Puzzle Hatching a Plot

Solution to puzzle on page 28

Meet Payton, a three-year-old, 35-pound 
Beagle mix who is looking for a forever 

home! Payton is a sweet and gentle boy who 
is handsome both inside and out. He loves to 
play, and is hoping to find a forever friend to 
take him for plenty of walks and let him explore 
the great outdoors! His adoption fee includes 
age-appropriate vaccinations and much more. 
To meet this wonderful boy, please visit or call 
the Michigan Humane Society Berman Center for 
Animal Care in Westland at 734-721-7300 and 
provide Payton’s Pet ID number, A08132052.

Across
 1 Put your eye to a small opening
 5 Lara Croft raids them
10 Tuft of pubic hair, e.g.
14 Meaty Mexican dish
15 “Farewell, François”
16 Italian wine center
17 Alice’s Restaurant patron
18 Titanic-seeker’s tool
19 Actor Rip
20 Bette Midler movie, with “The”
23 Large hill alive with the sound 

of music
24 Brit. word ref
25 “If ___ nickel for every time ...”
26 Compact disk readers

28 Dangerous meat-eater
31 Business card no.
32 Formed words letter by letter
33 Like my lady, on Broadway
34 Cooler room
35 Musical in which Harvey played 

Edna
38 “What ___ thinking?”
41 Lincoln, for one
42 Lauren of fashion
46 Bygone Eur. realm
47 Withdraws, with “out”
48 Frida Kahlo’s woman
49 Straight as an ___
51 Mil. bigwig
52 Maneuver in which you come in 

the opposite direction
53 Joseph Hansen novel
58 Villainous
59 Alaskan tongue
60 Where the salami is hidden
62 Event for George Frenn
63 One who comes slowly
64 Look lecherously
65 Tireless carrier
66 Prop department jewelry
67 Ice cream brand

Down
 1 Mom-and-pop org.
 2 Cover for an orifice
 3 “Total ___ “

 4 Like church mice
 5 Samples some buns, e.g.
 6 Family name of Boy George
 7 Skimpy skirt
 8 Ward and June’s shorter kid, 

for short
 9 “You bet!”
10 “I’ll show you ...”
11 Set apart
12 Fruit treat
13 Elton John’s kind of wizard
21 Rather, informally
22 “ ___ Feet Under”
23 Capp and Capone
27 K-12
28 Blow job and and other jobs
29 Like a fruit ready to be eaten
30 Pull a boner
33 Greek group, for short
34 Greenish blue
36 Shakespeare’s Puck, e.g.
37 Gladiator’s locale
38 Moby Dick chasers
39 Airport event
40 First shot, for Amelie
43 Velvet Underground songwriter
44 “Jailhouse Rock” singer
45 Pile by a pitchfork
47 “A League of Their ___ “
48 Sink to the bottom
50 Lubricated
51 Astronaut’s getup
54 Struggle for air
55 Bone by the humerus
56 What a small shooter shoots off
57 “Spamalot” writer Eric
61 Agcy. that “hatched” a plot against 

Richard that’s hidden in three 
answers
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@ Bearapalooza Weekend/
Diamond Jim’s Saloon ...
 
1. Bearapalooza performers
 
2. Denise, Dave and Lynn
 
3. Aka Eunice and Destiny

4. Kim, Amy and Ashley

 
BTL photos: Danielle
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�9�Z�Z�e���>�c�h�^�Y�Z���=�d�a�a�n�l�d�d�Yby Romeo San Vicente

Jodie Foster and 
Mel Gibson reunite 
over ‘Beaver’
When you’re director Jodie Foster and you re-
ally want to make your mark after not directing 
�D���¿�O�P���L�Q���Q�H�D�U�O�\���������\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���G�U�D�P�H�G�\��
�³�+�R�P�H���)�R�U���W�K�H���+�R�O�L�G�D�\�V�´������ �R�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
project you think of is a black comedy about a 
man who wears a beaver puppet on his hand. 
That’s a given. Then you go get your unlikeliest 
of unlikely pals, Mel Gibson, with whom you 
starred in the really awful movie “Maverick,” 
and you get him to play the beaver puppet 
guy. And then you decide to play his wife. 
And while it may seem out of character for a 
�Z�R�P�D�Q���Z�K�R�¶�V���P�D�G�H���E�L�J���E�R�[���R�I�¿�F�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
protective-mom-on-a-mission-of-vengeance 
to jump into the idiosyncratic comedy end of 
�W�K�H���S�R�R�O�����L�W�¶�V���Q�L�F�H���W�R���V�H�H���)�R�V�W�H�U���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J��
any movie made after the decade-long stall of 
“Flora Plum.” And what do you bet that she’s 
the one woman Mel Gibson will obey? The 
movie’s in pre-production now. Puppet show 
�K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���L�Q������������

Rupert Everett is a 
‘Wild Target’
He complains about his career in the press from 
time to time, that Rupert Everett. And while it’s 
both entertaining and somewhat annoying to 
hear celebrities grouse as though they have to 
work at Taco Bell, Everett remains one of our 
more appealing gay actors – that charm and that 
accent never fail to win us over. And now, in be-
tween popular “St. Trinian’s” projects in which 
he does full-on boarding school headmistress 
drag, the “My Best Friend’s Wedding” alum 
�Z�L�O�O���F�R���V�W�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�O�P���³�:�L�O�G���7�D�U�J�H�W���´���,�W�¶�V���D���%�U�L�W-
ish action-comedy about a hitman wishing for 
�U�H�W�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���E�X�W���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���Q�R���U�H�V�W���I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G��
�L�W���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���W�K�H���K�L�O�D�U�L�R�X�V���%�L�O�O���1�L�J�K�\�����³�3�L�U�D�W�H�V���R�I��
the Carribean”) alongside Emily Blunt, Martin 
Freeman and a breaking-out-of-Ron-Weasley-
�P�R�G�H���5�X�S�H�U�W���*�U�L�Q�W�����D���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���P�R�Y�H���W�K�D�W���R�X�J�K�W���W�R��
guarantee a U.S. release). Directed by Jonathan 
�/�\�Q�Q�����³�0�\���&�R�X�V�L�Q���9�L�Q�Q�\�´�������W�K�H���¿�O�P���K�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
�Z�U�D�S�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�R�X�O�G���� �¿�Q�J�H�U�V���F�U�R�V�V�H�G���� �K�L�W�� �L�W�V��
�W�D�U�J�H�W���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�K�R�U�H�V���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H���L�Q������������

Talking about 
Burroughs in ‘A 
Man Within’
Banned, groundbreaking, controversial, gay-be-
fore-it-was-OK author William S. Burroughs was 
�E�R�W�K���U�H�Y�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�L�O�H�G�����(�Y�H�Q���K�L�V���¿�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D���L�Q���'�D�Y�L�G���&�U�R�Q�H�Q�E�H�U�J�¶�V���K�D�O�O�X�F�L�Q�D�W�R�U�\���¿�O�P��
version of Burroughs’s even-more-hallucinatory 
�Q�R�Y�H�O�� �³�1�D�N�H�G�� �/�X�Q�F�K�´�� �F�D�X�V�H�G�� �F�R�Q�V�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �,�I��
you encountered the legendarily heroin-addicted 
writer, you came away with an opinion about 
him. And in the new documentary, “William S. 
�%�X�U�U�R�X�J�K�V�����$���0�D�Q���:�L�W�K�L�Q���´���W�K�H���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V���À�\���I�U�H�H��
�I�U�R�P�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �¿�J�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �%�X�U�U�R�X�J�K�V��
�O�L�N�H���-�R�K�Q���:�D�W�H�U�V�����Z�K�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���K�L�P���D�V���W�K�H���P�D�Q��
�Z�K�R���¿�U�V�W���W�D�O�N�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Q�R���R�Q�H���Z�D�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G��
�W�R���W�D�O�N���D�E�R�X�W�������*�X�V���9�D�Q���6�D�Q�W�����/�D�X�U�L�H���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q����
�3�H�W�H�U���:�H�O�O�H�U�����,�J�J�\���3�R�S�����-�H�O�O�R���%�L�D�I�U�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�D�Q�G��
Sonic Youth. There’s even an interview with the 
�¿�U�H�D�U�P�V���R�E�V�H�V�V�H�G�� �%�X�U�U�R�X�J�K�V�¶�V�� �J�X�Q�� �G�H�D�O�H�U�� ���W�K�H��
writer infamously and “accidentally” shot and 
�N�L�O�O�H�G���K�L�V���\�R�X�Q�J���Z�L�I�H���L�Q���������������D�Q�G���D���P�D�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
world’s largest collection of poisonous snakes. 
Sounds fascinating already, and it doesn’t even 
have distribution yet. So be on the lookout for 
�W�K�L�V���R�Q�H���D�W���D���¿�O�P���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���Q�H�D�U���\�R�X��

‘The Real L Word’ is 
real. No, seriously.
Spin-off Alice-in-prison show “The Farm”? 
Nope. Feature-length movie? Maybe, maybe 
not. Cheap, fast and exploitive reality series? 
Oh yeah! That’s big news for fans of the – still 
�K�X�U�W�V���W�R���V�D�\���L�W���±���F�D�Q�F�H�O�O�H�G���³�/���:�R�U�G���´���&�U�H�D�W�R�U���,�O�H�Q�H��
Chaiken is developing a reality version of the hit 
drama for Showtime, in which several stylish Los 
Angeles lesbians will get into all manner of “un-
�V�F�U�L�S�W�H�G�´���K�L�M�L�Q�N�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�U���U�H�D�O�O�\���H�[�S�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���R�X�W�¿�W�V��
doing so. Fans are already as divided about the 
new project as they were about the original series, 
with those who prefer to watch wacky, soapy 
trash most likely coming out the ultimate victors 
over viewers who crave solid, true, integrity-rich 
stories about actual lesbian lives. But that’s reality 
�W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����,�I���L�W���Z�H�U�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\��
it would be a little-seen documentary at a queer 
�¿�O�P���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�����1�R�Z�����S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���V�W�D�U�W���W�K�H���K�X�Q�W��
for real-life approximations of Dawn Denbo and 
Jenny Schecter. We’re counting on you.

Jodie Foster 

Photo: Warner Bros. Pictures

Romeo San Vicente auditioned for the reality dating series “Boy Meets Boy” but was disquali�ed for 
being too hot. He can be reached care of this publication or at DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.
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