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A fake ad sits inside this 
issue. Find it and you 
could win some really 

delicious prizes.

It’s easy to win  
�-�X�V�W���À�Q�G���W�K�H���D�G��
in this issue and 
enter online. See 
p.30 for details.

�7�Z�i�l�Z�Z�c���D�j�g�h�Z�a�k�Z�h���W�n���?�Z�h�h�^�X�V���8�V�g�g�Z�g�V�h

Find the fake ad & win

Cleney Matlock is the most recent addition to the team at the Ruth Ellis Center. 

There, since April of this year, she has served as a Life Coach and Drop-in Center Manager at 

the center, which serves LGBT youth who are struggling or homeless. Matlock started the Life 

Coach program herself, which helps to prepare LGBT youth for adulthood.

1 You recently became the Ruth Ellis 
Center’s Life Coach and Drop-in 
Center Manager. What do these posi-

tions entail?
 
In my role as the Life Coach, I assist 

young people with preparing resumes, access-
ing career development resources, honing their 
interview skills and articulating their educa-
tional goals. I also provide individual coaching. 
Along with the Street Outreach workers, we as 
a team provide assistance in accessing housing 
– including our 
residential pro-
grams, refer-
rals to medical 
resources, pro-
viding crisis in-
tervention and 
running support 
g roups .  My 
management 
duties include 
ensuring qual-
ity program-
ming, supervis-
ing employees 
and structuring the Drop-In Center activities.

 

2 Why did you decide to work with the 
Ruth Ellis Center?

I enjoy working with youth that are 
considered high-risk. Many, if not most, at-risk 
youth have great potential. Some just need a 
little help to break through barriers; others may 
�Q�H�H�G���W�R���¿�Q�G���Q�H�Z���Z�D�\�V���R�I���U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q-
tial that is inside them but is being held back 
for some reason. Through the life coaching 
program, it is my goal for young people to see 
themselves not as they are today but who they 
can be tomorrow. Through life coaching, we 
can develop a plan to help young adults help 
themselves map out a path to that future.

 

3 You undoubtedly spend a lot of time 
with LGBT youth. How have the youth 
impacted you?
They keep me focused on the important 

matters of life. Some of the young people at 
the center face dire circumstances out on the 

streets, yet seek every opportunity not to give 
up but to move forward. I learn a lot about 
how the young people express their identities, 
show me the newest dances, and they give 
me love.

 

4 What was your own young adulthood 
�O�L�N�H�"���'�L�G���L�W���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���\�R�X�U���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R��
work with youth?
The early stages of my own adulthood 

�Z�H�U�H���¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���O�L�I�H���F�K�D�Q�J-
ing decisions. Time management was a con-

stant issue and 
learning about 
the resources 
available to 
help me in ar-
eas that were 
naïve to me 
was a lso a 
challenge. At 
the age of 21, 
I worked full-
time as a HIV 
counselor and 
attended col-
lege full-time. 

�6�R���\�H�V�����P�\���S�D�V�W���K�D�V���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���P�\���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R��
work with youth.

5 What LGBT youth issue is most im-
portant to you, and why? 

The three most important issues 
are homelessness, discrimination and suicide. 
LGBT youth are vastly overrepresented in the 
youth homeless population (LGBT youth rep-
resent 20 percent to 40 percent of all homeless 
youth). LGBT young people face discrimina-
tion in schools and in their own homes. Also 
devastating is the high rate of both attempted 
and complete suicides by LGBT youth.  But 
most importantly, I am impacted by the fact 
that discrimination and scorn can cause some 
youth to struggle to believe in themselves and 
feel unworthy of life. At the center, we can be 
an oasis from the danger in street life and pro-
vide ways to escape from negative situations 
to positive opportunities.

To learn more about the Ruth Ellis Center, visit 
www.ruthelliscenter.org.

Between Ourselves is a weekly feature that highlights members of Michigan’s LGBT and al-
lied community. To recommend someone for Between Ourselves, e-mail Jessica at jessica@
pridesource.com

“.....”

 Many, if not most, at-risk youth 
have great potential. ... �rough 
the life coaching program, it is 
my goal for young people to see 
themselves not as they are today 
but who they can be tomorrow.”

“
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�B�^�X�]�^�\�V�c Detroit City Council shapes up  
to be very LGBT-friendly
Charles Pugh places first in primaries; council hopefuls 
promising, say community leaders

Kick opens 
registration for 
Help and Heal 
summer session

Summer sessions for Help and Heal, the 
faith-based support and action group for HIV-
positive African American men, begin Aug. 13.

Help and Heal is a sub-group of Kick, the 
�'�H�W�U�R�L�W���E�D�V�H�G���/�*�%�7���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
people of color. The group provides encourage-
ment, education and resources for people with 
HIV/AIDS. Program participants enjoy a safe, 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H�����F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G���D�I�¿�U�P�L�Q�J���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q-
ment where they can explore their spirituality 
without judgment or condemnation. Two co-
facilitators guide participants though the journey 
to live authentically.

The next session of Help and Heal will be 
�K�H�O�G���D�W�������S���P�����$�X�J�����������D�W���.�L�F�N�¶�V���R�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���1�H�Z��
Center in downtown Detroit. It will address such 
questions as “Did God punish me?,” “Does God 
love me?” and “How can I get help?”

The meeting will be facilitated by Victor 
Tate and Rev. Hattie Alexander-Robinson, who 
will address these issues in an intimate, safe and 
secure setting.

Seating is limited to 15 participants. Re-
freshments will be served. To secure a spot, 
contact  Victor Tate at vkytate@e-kick.org.

For more information about Help and Heal 
and other upcoming Kick events, visit www.e-
kick.org.

Upcoming events 
for Steppin’ Out

A kick-off party for Steppin’ Out and AIDS 
Walk Detroit will be held Aug. 20 at Pronto! 
restaurant. The event will take place all day 
and will feature Steppin’ Out staff and board 
members who will be handing out information, 
�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���U�D�I�À�H���W�L�F�N�H�W�V���I�R�U���J�U�H�D�W���S�U�L�]�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�V�V�L�Q�J��
out AIDS Walk Detroit swag.

They will also be signing people up for this 
year’s AIDS Walk Detroit, which will take place 
Sept. 20 in Royal Oak.

Pronto! is located at 608 S. Washington in 
Royal Oak. A portion of the day’s proceeds from 
the restaurant will be donated to AIDS Walk 
Detroit, so visitors are encouraged to stay for 
lunch or dinner, too.

In addition, Steppin’ Out is looking for 
volunteers to help with several upcoming events 
related to AIDS Walk Detroit. 

The first is a mailing, held at 6-8 p.m. 
Aug. 18 at the First United Methodist Church 
in Royal Oak. 

The second event volunteers are needed for 
is the Step Inside the Box fundraiser, held Sept. 
12 at ZMC Pharmacy in Royal Oak. Several 
volunteers are needed in the such areas as food 
service, registration and more.

And, of course, volunteers are needed to 
help with registration, safety, water tables and 
other positions for AIDS Walk Detroit 2009.

For more information about any upcoming 
event, or to sign up to volunteer, contact Steppin’ 
Out Executive Director Alyssa Johnson at 248-
399-9255 or e-mail her at info@aidswalkdetroit.
org. Or, visit www.aidswalkdetroit.org.

 BY JASON A. MICHAEL

DETROIT – �3�X�O�O�L�Q�J���D�K�H�D�G���W�R���D���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H��
�¿�Q�L�V�K���L�Q���O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N�¶�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �I�R�U�P�H�U��
newscaster Charles Pugh is poised to make 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �W�K�L�V�� �1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�� �E�\�� �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��
openly gay person elected to the Detroit City 
Council. 

“It’s really exciting,” Pugh said. “I honest-
ly want to thank Between The Lines for helping 
�P�H�����¿�U�V�W���R�I���D�O�O�����W�R���F�R�P�H���R�X�W���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���¿�Y�H��
years ago, which honestly makes the discussion 
of my being gay kind of old news. You all told 
that story and it empowered me to tell my own 
story on the radio and in the mainstream print 
�P�H�G�L�D�����1�R�Z�����'�H�W�U�R�L�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���O�L�N�H�����µ�6�R���Z�K�D�W�"���:�H��
knew that. We’re going to vote for him. Stop 
beating that dead horse.’”

In the race to narrow 167 candidates down 
to 18, Pugh, who pulled in 59,560 votes, bested 
�W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�U���±���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���&�L�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �.�H�Q�� �&�R�F�N�U�H�O�� �-�U���� �±�� �E�\�� �D�� �Z�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J��
10,000 votes. The highest vote-getter in the 
general election automatically becomes the 
�F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�V���D�E�X�]�]��
with talk of Pugh as president. It’s something 
the candidate himself puts no energy into and 
has no time to consider.

“The only thing that we can do is ask 
Detroiters to vote for us to get on the council,” 
said Pugh. “We’re just going to campaign hard 
and campaign smart and pray that our message 
resonates with Detroiters. We’ve already gotten 
off to a good start. But for us that doesn’t mean 
that we can rest. For us that means that we have 
to work harder.”

The Triangle Pride PAC sent question-
naires to all the candidates and received 
about 30 responses. The PAC endorsed nine 
�F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���±���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���V�H�D�W�V���±���D�Q�G��
seven of those they endorsed will move for-
ward to the general election. Along with Pugh, 
the list includes incumbents Cockrel, Brenda 
Jones and JoAnn Watson, and Gary Brown in 
the top nine, as well as Fred Elliott Hall and 
�0�R�K�D�P�H�G�� �2�N�G�L�H���� �E�R�W�K�� �R�I�� �Z�K�R�P�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �L�Q��
the bottom half.

Determining who among the other top 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�U�V�� �L�V�� �/�*�%�7���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\�� �L�V�Q�¶�W�� �H�D�V�\���� �D�V�� �W�K�H��
�3�$�&�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �O�L�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�R�U�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�O�O�� �Z�K�R�� �¿�O�O�H�G��
out questionnaires on their Web site and will 
not discuss individual responses.

“We wanted to really think about making 
the endorsements useful, so we thought let’s 
just do the nine that we really, really want,” said 
Bernadette Brown, director of policy for the 
�7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�:�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���K�D�G���P�R�U�H��
than nine that were good questionnaires. We 
were very pleased with the number of people 
who responded and the number who were very 
pro-LGBT.”

For instance, Saunteel Jenkins, the former 
chief of state to the late councilwoman Maryann 
Mahaffey, who was for years the chief sup-
�S�R�U�W�H�U���R�I���/�*�%�7�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����F�D�P�H���L�Q���¿�I�W�K��

last week. She told Brown while attending the 
Hotter Than July black Pride picnic that a staff 
error caused her questionnaire to be turned in 
late. And incumbent Alberta Tinsley-Talabi, 
who came in ninth, also didn’t submit a ques-
tionnaire. She has, however, spoken at LGBT 
events, including an opening ceremony for 
HTJ, in the past. 

Brown said the PAC will now re-evaluate 
the questionnaires it received and decide if it’s 
going to revise its endorsements for the general 
�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��

In other council election news, Motown 
legend Martha Reeves will not return for a 
second term, having come in 25th place last 
�Z�H�H�N���� �,�W�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �L�Q�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �W�K�D�W��
an incumbent did not make it past the primary. 
Reeves made international headlines when she 
was elected in 2005, but the rest of her cover-
age she garnered while on the council was 
�O�D�U�J�H�O�\���X�Q�À�D�W�W�H�U�L�Q�J�����6�K�H���P�D�G�H���K�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���W�D�[��
troubles, being driven repeatedly to the casino 
by a city employee in a city-owned car and 
referring to her council position as a “second 
job” to reporters while taking time off from her 
council duties to tour with the Vandellas, as well 
as for her unwavering support of fellow council-
woman Monica Conyers, who recently resigned 
and pled guilty to bribery charges.

Despite his first place finish, Pugh is 
feeling a bit of backlash from all this as other 
candidates in various post-election coverage 
repeatedly referred to him as another “ce-

lebrity” candidate. It’s a term he takes great 
offense to. 

It’s a “myth, misnomer or strategy by 
other candidates to portray me as somebody 
who’s an outsider who’s led this privileged 
life,” said Pugh.  

A Detroit native, Pugh’s early years in 
the city were rough ones. He was only three 
when his mother was murdered, and seven 
when his father committed suicide. Raised by 
his grandmother, Pugh graduated with honors 
from Murray Wright High School before study-
ing journalism at the University of Missouri on 
scholarship. His goal was always to return to his 
hometown by the time of his 10-year class re-
union from high school. And after working jobs 
in smaller media markets in Kansas, Indiana and 
Virginia, he managed to do just that when he 
accepted a job at WJBK Fox 2 in 1999.

For 10 years, Pugh traveled to every part of 
�W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\���W�\�S�H���R�I���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�����Z�K�L�O�H��
he reported for Fox 2. In the process, he earned 
a great deal of respect and trust from them, as 
evidenced by last week’s election results. 

“I followed my dream of being a news-
caster and worked really hard to accomplish 
it,” Pugh said. “Then to have somebody use it 
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���P�H���D�Q�G���V�D�\�����µ�'�R�Q�¶�W���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���K�L�P�����K�H�¶�V���D��
�F�H�O�H�E�U�L�W�\�¶�"���7�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���Q�R���V�H�Q�V�H�����1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���D�P��
I not a celebrity, but I’m uniquely positioned 
to make good decisions and set priorities for 
this community.”

 “�e only thing that we can 
do is ask Detroiters to vote 
for us to get on the council. 
We’re just going to campaign 
hard and campaign smart 
and pray that our message 
resonates with Detroiters. 
We’ve already gotten o� to 
a good start. But for us that 
doesn’t mean that we can 
rest. For us that means that 
we have to work harder.” 

-Charles Pugh, who led in 

votes in Detroit City Council 

primary election results
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Building ‘bridges of love’
Tel Aviv shooting victims remembered in West Bloomfield ceremony

World reacts 
to Tel Aviv 
shooting
70,000 gather in city, 
while cities across world 
hold demonstrations
 BY BTL STAFF

TEL AVIV – An estimated 70,000 people 
gathered at Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square on Aug. 8 
to mourn the deaths of Nir Katz, 26, and Liz 
Troubishi, 16, who were killed in an Aug. 1 
�V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J�� �E�\�� �D�Q�� �X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�� �P�D�V�N�H�G�� �P�D�Q�� �D�W��
a gay center in the city. Eleven others were 
injured.

Present at the Aug. 8 vigil was Israeli 
President Shimon Peres, who spoke out against 
hate violence and for gay rights at the event. 
“This heinous murder of youth and teenagers 
is an act that a civilized nation cannot tolerate,” 
President Peres said. “Murder and hate are two 
of the most appalling crimes against society. 
I call the police to do its utmost to catch this 
vile murderer. I call all the citizens of Israel 
to denounce this crime.”

Other events were held within several 
cities in Israel, as well as in other locations 
across the globe.

Thousands of people marched in Tel Aviv 
the night of the shooting, and demonstrations 
in response to the attack were held in several 
Israeli cities on Aug. 2 in Jerusalem, Haifa 
and Beersheba.

Still, the largest outpouring of support 
and grief was seen in Tel Aviv. “We will 
continue offering the LGBT community our 
support,” said Mayor Ron Huldai, “as we see 
Tel Aviv (as) a home where any man or woman 
can live according to their beliefs.”

“We will not step back into the dark 
closet, we shall not be terrorized,” said openly 
gay Member of the Knesset Nitzan Horowitz, 
according to a translation provided by the 
Israeli Consulate General in New York City. 
“We will carry on marching in Tel Aviv, in 
Jerusalem and in every other city or town. ... 
Years of incitement from politicians, Rabbis 
�D�Q�G�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R��
this tragedy. We shall not forgive nor forget 
them.”

Other demonstrations and vigils were 
held in Montreal, London, New York City, 
Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, San Francis-
co, Buenos Aires and other places, including 
one on Monday, Aug. 10 at Michigan’s Jewish 
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q���:�H�V�W���%�O�R�R�P�¿�H�O�G��

In the U.S., Human Rights Campaign 
President Joe Solmonese said: “I am shocked 
�D�Q�G���K�R�U�U�L�¿�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���S�H�U�Q�L�F�L�R�X�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W��
occurred in Tel Aviv over the weekend. To cut 
short the lives of two innocent youths is an un-
conscionable tragedy. The Jewish and LGBT 
communities are, sadly, united in a shared 
history of and experience with prejudice. The 
Human Rights Campaign stands in solidarity 
with the families of the victims and all those 
in Israel and around the world grieving from 
this blow to basic humanity.”

Quotes and assistance from national 
correspondent Rex Wockner

BY JASON A. MICHAEL

WEST BLOOMFIELD, Mich.  “Those 
who sow, who sow in tears, will reap, will reap, 
in joy.” 

Taken from Psalm 126, those words, put to 
music and accompanied by two guitars, echoed 
through the elegant chamber of the Jewish 
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q���:�H�V�W���%�O�R�R�P�¿�H�O�G���0�R�Q�G�D�\��
night, Aug. 10. It was there that nearly 80 people 
came together to stand in solidarity with their 
gay brothers and sisters in Israel, and to mourn 
the passing and celebrate the lives of 26-year-old 
Nir Katz and 17-year-old Liz Trubeshi, the two 
killed in the Aug. 1 shooting at a gay and lesbian 
youth center in Tel Aviv, Israel. Eleven others 
were also injured when a masked man opened 
�¿�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q���Z�K�D�W���R�Q�H��
Israeli lawmaker is calling the worst attack ever 
on the gay community in Israel.

For the local LGBT Jewish community 
in Michigan, it was an event that could not go 
without recognition.

�³�:�H���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���O�H�W���W�K�L�V���K�R�U�U�L�¿�F���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W���J�R��
unnoticed in our metro Detroit community,” 
said Gail Katz of the Jewish Gay Network of 
Michigan, the organization that sponsored the 
program. “We, as Jews, have an obligation to 
repair our world, tikkun olam, and therefore 
we have come together to build bridges of love, 
because as we have all seen, homophobia is 
alive and well within many countries and within 
many religions.”

Katz said that homophobic violence “is 
the result of the failure of societies to validate 

the feelings, identities and relationships of 
homosexuals. Harassment, slurs, insults, jokes 
and threats of violence are a daily struggle for 
lgbt folks, especially gay and lesbian teens.  
How tragic, that at a support group for gay and 
lesbian youth, a place where they can let down 
their guard and be validated as human beings, 
�W�K�L�V���K�R�U�U�L�¿�F���D�F�W���R�I���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���´

Rabbi Aaron Starr of Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek said preparing to speak at the event was 
�G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W��

“I opened the Torah and looked to some 
of my favorite biblical passages,” he told the 
crowd. “First I turned to v’ahavta l’reacha ka-
mocha: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
I read it not once but twice and then leaned 
in and looked a little closer. You know, there 
is no asterisk next to that verse in the Torah. 
That command, ‘you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself,’ does not mean love everyone but 
gays and lesbians; it does not list queer, bisexual, 
transgendered, those questioning or friends 
thereof as exceptions to the rule. ... Today, we 
gather together as one family, gay and straight, 
Jewish and non-Jewish, to stand with our broth-
ers and sisters in Israel in denouncing all forms 
of violence, terrorism, hatred and bigotry.”

Dan Levy of the State of Michigan Depart-
ment of Civil Rights also spoke at the event, 
focusing on the status of hate crimes legislation 
in the state.

“It’s being held hostage by a few anti-gay 
extremists in the Michigan Senate,” he said of 
the bill. “And it’s being held hostage with the 
silent nod of the leadership of the Senate.” 

And so we see that Tel Aviv is suddenly 
closer than we realized.

“When something like this happens, even 
in as far away as Israel, it affects us all,” said 
longtime activist Peter Cooper following the 
program. “The kids in Israel could have easily 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���N�L�G�V���D�W���$�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R��
support each other.”

“Wh
away as I
have e

An estimated 70,000 people gathered at Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square on Aug. 8 to mourn the deaths of Nir Katz, 26, and Liz Troubishi, 16, who were killed in an Aug. 1 
shooting by an unidenti�ed masked man at a gay center in the city. Eleven others were injured. Vigils have been held around the world since the shooting. On Monday 
the Jewish Gay Network and the Jewish Community Center in West Bloom�eld, Michiganheld a vigil. AP photo.

“Today, we gather 
together as one family, gay 
and straight, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, to stand with 
our brothers and sisters 
in Israel in denouncing 
all forms of violence, 
terrorism, hatred and 
bigotry.” - Rabbi Aaron 
Starr of Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek
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BY JESSICA CARRERAS

Last week, a deaf lesbian walked into 
Common Language bookstore in Ann Arbor’s 
Kerrytown district with her friends. She was 
looking for the newest release by a gay, deaf 
author named Raymond Luczak – and proprietor 
Keith Orr, who owns the store with his partner 
Martin Contreras, knew exactly what she was 
asking for. Her delight over Orr’s knowledge 
of the author, he says of the memory, is exactly 
the type of reason why LGBT businesses still 
need to exist.

“It wasn’t even just having the book for 
her,” he explains. “It was seeing the excitement 
that she had. One of the important things about 
community is having a sense of sharing things 
with someone … she needed to have a shared 
experience with someone and that’s something 
we were able to provide.”

And it’s something, Orr maintains, that a 
�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���M�X�V�W���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���¿�Q�G���L�Q���D���%�D�U�Q�H�V���	���1�R�E�O�H��
or Border’s Books. Sure, they could get the latest 
Augusten Burroughs or David Sedaris release, 
and maybe even a book to explain to their child 
why they have two mommies. But a sense of 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�V���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���K�D�U�G�H�U���W�R���¿�Q�G��

Like practically any business these days, 
LGBT-owned stores, bars, restaurants and service 

providers are struggling. They are cutting back on 
labor, working overtime and looking for innova-
tive ways to stay open during trying economic 
times. In several cases, such as the recent closing 
of Chosen Books in Ferndale, they are falling 
short and shutting their doors.

LGBT businesses, on top of tough economy, 
face unique challenges: The mainstreaming of 
LGBT culture; the possibilities that the Internet 
has created; the changing norms of how gay 
people meet and interact; and the possibility 
that maybe there’s just no need for their services 
anymore.

Making changes, being 
innovative

The last few years of a combina-
tion of economic hardship and changing 
trends have forced slews of LGBT-
specific businesses to shut down or 
change their look and broaden their ap-
peal. Within the past couple of months, 
Common Language announced that it 
could be the next to go.

Open since 1991, the bookstore 
was purchased in 2003 by Orr and 
Contreras, who hoped to grow its busi-
ness into an online store for their books. 
Instead, they faced being shut down and 
have been supporting the business with 
both income from their other business, 
the popular \aut\Bar, and from their 
personal savings.

In June, the couple decided to take 
action, and Orr put the word out to the 
community, asking for their support in 
the form of an online pledge to shop at Common 
Language and spread the word about the store. 

The response, he said, has been overwhelm-
ingly good. “People want to do something; they 
want to help,” Orr says. “It’s one thing to say 

well, you could help by 
buying more things, but 
turning it into a pledge even 
though there’s nothing bind-
ing about it gives people a 
sense ... that they are doing 
something.”

But more than just 
promising to do more, 
customers are living up 
to their pledges. “Once I 
�K�H�D�U�G�� �D�E�R�X�W�� ���W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
trouble),” says Ann Arbor 
resident Heather Steenrod, 
“I posted it on my Facebook 
page, I got the word out to 
my friends and have made a 
considerable effort to do the 

shopping that I can related to books and media 
(at Common Language).”

Steenrod is not alone. Orr said he has seen 
a considerable jump in sales over the past two 
months – so much so that if business continues 
the way it has, Common Language will be a 
sustainable business once more.

For other LGBT business owners, how-
ever, a drop in sales has meant more drastic 
measures.

Gary Baglio, owner of Five15 Media, Mojo 
and More in Royal Oak, claims that his busi-
ness is surviving partially because of his efforts 

to “mainstream” the store to a broader base of 
customers. What once may have been gay-only 
is now LGBT and ally-friendly for Baglio’s busi-
ness, which is just a few years old. 

Most of that effort manifests itself in the 
form of events – a huge part of Five15’s business. 
From drag shows to performances to their new 
Midnight Movies, events have helped to keep the 
store alive – at a price. “I have to keep coming 
up with ideas for people to discoverer us, and 
it’s working,” explains Baglio. “But I have to 
tell you, it’s exhausting.”

More than just events, Baglio has fashioned 
his entire business – from happenings to wares to 
atmosphere – to appeal to straight customers, too. 
�7�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\���V�H�O�O���/�*�%�7���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���E�R�R�N�V�����P�R�Y�L�H�V��
and other items, he believes that as LGBT culture 
becomes more mainstream, so, too, must LGBT-
owned businesses.

A post-gay world?
“Becoming more mainstream has kind of 

changed where we shop,” Baglio says of the 
LGBT community. “Twenty years ago, you had 
to go to Chosen Books to get a magazine that 
was geared toward LGBT people, where as now 
�\�R�X���F�D�Q���J�R���W�R���%�D�U�Q�H�V���	���1�R�E�O�H���D�Q�G���J�H�W���Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U��
you need.”

And as mainstream businesses begin to 
offer what LGBT-businesses once claimed as 
private territory, Baglio says that he and other 
gay business owners must venture outside of 
gay-only terrain to keep their doors open and the 
money coming in.

Indeed, restaurants and bars that many 
would label as gay hangouts are now fair game 

for straight people, too. Likewise, more LGBT 
people are venturing outside of gay-only busi-
nesses for their needs and outings.

But many in the community believe that the 
waning need for these businesses is more myth 
than fact. “One of the things that we do hear 
is ‘We don’t need this anymore,’” Orr admits. 
“But I think people who say that believe we’re 
in a post-gay world and they have the luxury of 
living in some sort of bubble ... but I think in a 
lot of the country, that’s not the case.”

One of Orr’s main selling points for Com-
mon Language is that it offers things his biggest 
competitors (the Internet and major book chains) 
can’t: namely, safety and community.

“It really is important to have a place that’s 
both a safe space and community space where 
you do share something,” Orr says, referencing 
the deaf woman who recently came into his store. 
“For us, we think we’re doing an added value 
... there is a sense of community that an LGBT 
bookstore helps create and support that an online 
store is just never going to be able to do.”

Steenrod, a regular customer at Common 
Language, agrees. “You have a lot of youth who 
would be scared to death to set food in a book-
store, let alone purchase a book that has any sort 
of LGBT connotations,” she says, adding that 
�W�K�R�X�J�K���%�R�U�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���%�D�U�Q�H�V���	���1�R�E�O�H���K�D�Y�H���J�R�R�G��
LGBT collections, “it’s not going to be nearly as 
extensive as a whole store dedicated to that.”

As for adults, Baglio admits that Five15 has 
�D�Q�� �D�S�S�H�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �/�*�%�7�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�D�W�¶�V�� �K�D�U�G�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G��
outside of gay-owned businesses. “I think there’s 

In June, Common Language bookstore announced that it may have to close. However, community support has caused 
business to �ourish and hopefully, create a sustainable business once more. BTL �le photo.

 “If you’re going to have the option of 
putting your money down, why not put it 
back into the community? It makes sense to 
support the community that you’re in, and 
especially the one that would turn around 
and support any policies or projects that the 
LGBT community would be involved in.” 

- Heather Steenrod, Ann Arbor resident

See Staying a�oat,  page 13

Staying a�oat
LGBT businesses: Can they – 
and should they – survive?

�;�Z�V�i�j�g�Z
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Triangle works to reopen 
west Michigan of�ce
ED Skillman hopes to reassert presence, 
repair bonds with area activists
 BY JESSICA CARRERAS

Following the announcement of receiving a 
$500,000 grant from Kalamazoo-based philan-
thropic group the Arcus Foundation, the Triangle 
Foundation has elaborated on several plans for 
the money – including one that should make 
LGBT west Michiganders very happy.

The ongoing plan, said Triangle Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���$�O�L�F�L�D�� �6�N�L�O�O�P�D�Q���� �L�V�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V��
�W�R���V�W�D�I�I���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���Z�H�V�W���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���R�I�¿�F�H����
“Whether that would just mean a morning a week 
or a couple of mornings a week, (we want) people 
who are really dedicated to the work,” Skillman 
explained. “We have been asking people since 
Pride and especially when we went to West 
Michigan Pride and Kalamazoo Pride to see if we 
could reach people from that particular area.”

The western arm of Triangle has been 
non-functional since previous director Colette 
Beighley left for a position as head of the LGBT 
center at Grand Valley State University. Beighley 
was the only one to ever hold the position, which 
lasted around a year and was also funded by 
Arcus’s gay and lesbian fund.

Since then, Triangle – which has Detroit-
based headquarters but touts itself as a statewide 
organization – has endeavored to maintain a 
presence on the western side of the state, sup-
porting events, lobbying efforts and local politics 
in such areas as Lansing, Kalamazoo and Grand 
Rapids.

However, some organizers from the area 
have voiced the opinion that they haven’t done 
enough. Some even spouted their displeasure on 
social networking Web sites like Facebook. “I am 
not happy with how Triangle has been responding 
to west Michigan,” wrote activist Adam Taylor 
in May, who heads up LGBT suicide prevention 
group Project Light. “Kalamazoo Pride cannot 
get a return phone call from Triangle … Project 
�/�L�J�K�W�� �Z�D�V�� �M�X�V�W�� �À�D�W���R�X�W�� �L�J�Q�R�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D-
tions.”

Steven Gerike, who serves as co-chair of 
the Kalamazoo Alliance for Equality, concurred. 
“If Triangle wants to truly be a statewide orga-
nization, they need to act like one,” he posted. 
“They act more like a (southeast Michigan) 
organization.”

Skillman acknowledged that she has re-
ceived concerned phone calls from activists in 
west Michigan – albeit very few of them. She 
said she takes their opinions very seriously. “Just 
because very few people have contacted me, I 
don’t take it lightly,” Skillman said. “I believe 
we need to have a presence in west Michigan 
and continue to energize and build up the com-
munity there.”

However, she noted that Triangle has still 
participated in local activism and outreach when 
opportunities have been presented. Moreover, 
she believes that more could be done on the 
end of the organizers to create a working bond 
between themselves and Triangle. “Some of 
those leaders and activists who have been more 
vocal, I think they have ulterior motives,” she 
elaborated. “I think that if they really wanted to 
be about the work, they would be willing to work 

with Triangle, but none of them have offered 
that. None of them have offered to staff the west 
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���R�I�¿�F�H���H�L�W�K�H�U���´

�6�N�L�O�O�P�D�Q���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���L�Q�¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
Internet bashing of Triangle’s efforts – or pos-
sible lack thereof – only hurt the cause further. 
“I have an open door, I have an open phone line, 
e-mail – if there’s something going on, please 
contact me directly so that we can get to the 
bottom of it,” she insisted. “But it’s really dis-
heartening when all they do is just spout things 
over the Internet and Facebook.

“They’re bashing, but they’re not trying to 
be people who have solutions.”

Still, Skillman hopes that the efforts of 
Triangle to do more on the western side of the 
state will help to repair some of the animosity 
felt toward the organization, and to establish a 
greater presence there.

�0�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���K�R�S�H�V���W�R��
continue efforts to do outreach and education on 
LGBT issues and policies for organizations and 
communities in that area. “If there’s anything 
that the west Michigan community needs, I want 
to be able to provide that, or point them in the 
right direction,” Skillman said. “... There’s lots 
of great people there who I’ve met recently who 
have great attitudes who are willing to do the 
kind of work that we need to get equal rights in 
Michigan and to protect our community.”

“If there’s anything that the west 
Michigan community needs, I 
want to be able to provide that, or 
point them in the right direction. 
�ere’s lots of great people there 
who I’ve met recently who have 
great attitudes who are willing to 
do the kind of work that we need 
to get equal rights in Michigan.” 

- Triangle Foundation Executive 

Director Alicia Skillman
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POLITICAL IQ

Hate crimes and 
Congressional farce
How the twisted path of one 
bill shows us the future

BY DIANE SILVER

Get ready to laugh. I’m going to lead 
you through the twists and turns of 
one of the most ridiculous places 

known to humankind: the U.S. Congress.  The 
purpose of this exercise is to explain what 
has happened to the Matthew Shepard Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act. 

But I have a deeper goal. The hate crimes 
�E�L�O�O���L�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���L�Q���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���S�U�R���/�*�%�7���S�U�R�S�R�V��
als expected to come before Congress. These 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���1�R�Q���'�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
Act, changes in immigration laws and repeals 
�R�I���W�K�H���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���0�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���$�F�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���³�'�R�Q�¶�W��
�$�V�N�����'�R�Q�¶�W���7�H�O�O�´���E�D�Q���R�Q���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���J�D�\�V���L�Q��
the military. 

Given that President Obama has said he 
�I�D�Y�R�U�V�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���� �W�K�H�� �W�U�L�F�N�� �I�R�U�� �/�*�%�7��
America is to get them through Congress and 
onto his desk. This is no easy task.  To succeed, 
our community and allies must understand 
how Congress really works. We need to know 
when to relax and let the process rumble for��
�Z�D�U�G�����Z�K�H�Q���W�R���À�R�R�G���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���S�K�R�Q�H���F�D�O�O�V��
and letters and, yes, even when to panic.

The civics class explanation of Congres��
sional procedure is simple. First, a bill is con��
sidered by a committee, and then it comes up 
for a vote by either the House or Senate. The 
bill next heads to the other side of the Capitol 
where it goes before yet another committee 
and passes a vote by the other chamber.

Any differences between House and 
Senate versions are worked out in a confer��
ence committee. The revised bill goes back 
�W�R���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���6�H�Q�D�W�H���I�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���Y�R�W�H�V�����,�I���W�K�D�W��
version passes both chambers, it goes to the 
President for either a veto or a signature. 

Oh, that Congressional action really were 
that easy.

The civics class outline is accurate, 
but it leaves out the differences between the 
House and Senate. Civics classes also ignore 
the cajoling, hand holding, threats and deals 
necessary to herd 219 contrary cats in the 
House and 60 grumpily independent cats in 
the Senate in the same direction. 

The twisted path of Matthew Shepherd 
Act shows the real process. In the House, the 
proposal came up for a vote as a stand alone 
bill and won approval without being larded 
with amendments. That’s because House rules 
�J�L�Y�H�� �S�U�R���/�*�%�7�� �6�S�H�D�N�H�U�� �1�D�Q�F�\�� �3�H�O�R�V�L�� �W�L�J�K�W��
control over the chamber and the ability to 
block unsavory amendments.  

The Senate, though, is the home of 100 
�S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����6�H�Q�D�W�H���0�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���/�H�D�G�H�U��
Harry Reid can’t make any other senator do 
a darn thing.

Senators can offer amendments during 
�À�R�R�U���G�H�E�D�W�H�����6�H�Q�D�W�R�U�V���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���¿�O�L�E�X�V�W�H�U�����Z�K�L�F�K��
freezes debate and takes 60 votes to break. 
�'�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�D�W��
only 51 votes are required to pass a bill in the 
Senate, these days it only takes the threat of 
�D���¿�O�L�E�X�V�W�H�U���W�R���N�L�O�O���D���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�����2�Q�H���F�D�Q���V�D�I�H�O�\��
assume that threats will be made against any 
�S�U�R���/�*�%�7���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q����

Because of the Senate’s gnarly nature, 
controversial measures seldom arrive for 
�À�R�R�U�� �G�H�E�D�W�H�� �D�V�� �V�W�D�Q�G�� �D�O�R�Q�H�� �E�L�O�O�V���� �7�K�X�V���� �K�D�W�H��
�F�U�L�P�H�V���E�H�F�D�P�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H��
Authorization Act.

�6�H�Q�D�W�R�U�V���D�O�V�R���O�L�N�H���W�R���L�Q�V�H�U�W���³�S�R�L�V�R�Q���S�L�O�O�´��
amendments. These cute little things are 
so noxious that they make lawmakers vote 
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���E�L�O�O�V���W�K�H�\���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���O�L�N�H�����,�Q���-�X�O�\���D�Q�W�L���J�D�\��
Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama inserted several 
poison pills into hate crimes.

All of this is why the fate of hate crimes 
protection has been tied, at various times, to 
�W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���)���������¿�J�K�W�H�U�����D���F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�H�G���F�D�U�U�\��
gun proposal and the death penalty.

The good news is that versions of hate 
crime protection have passed both the House 
and Senate. Human Rights Campaign Senior 
�3�R�O�L�F�\�� �$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �6�W�D�F�\�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�V�� �W�K�H��
Matthew Shepherd Act should be ready for 
the President’s signature by the end of Sep��
tember. 

I love Stacy’s optimism, but I’m a tad 
more jaded. As Stacy notes at HRC Back 
Story, much remains to be done. The defense 
bill is now the vehicle for passing hate crimes 
protection. Congressional staff will meet 
during the August recess to work out differ��
ences. Key decisions will be made by the 
House and Senate when they return to work 
in September. 

Watch the progress of the defense bill. 
Pay attention to action alerts from the Human 
�5�L�J�K�W�V���&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���*�D�\���D�Q�G���/�H�V��
bian Task Force. Visit with your representative 
and senators when they’re back at home in 
�$�X�J�X�V�W�����$�O�V�R�����F�U�R�V�V���\�R�X�U���¿�Q�J�H�U�V���R�U���V�D�\���D���S�U�D�\�H�U��
if you’re so inclined. 

One more thing: The Matthew Shepherd 
Act is supposed to be the easy part of the 
�S�U�R���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�J�H�Q�G�D�����,���F�D�Q�¶�W���Z�D�L�W���W�R���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W��
happens to the rest of our legislation.  

Diane Silver is a former newspaper reporter 
and magazine editor, whose work has appeared 
in The Progressive, Salon.com, Ms, and other 
national publications. She can be reached care 
of this publication or at PoliticalIQ@qsyndicate.
com.

Gay businesses need our support

On the Human Rights Campaign’s Web site, 
there is a bar graph showing the change 
in the number of employers with a 100 

percent rating from the organization’s Corporate 
�(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �,�Q�G�H�[���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �K�R�Z�� �/�*�%�7��
friendly and supportive organizations are. In 2002, 
the number was 13. In 2005, it was 101. In 2009, 
���������F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���U�D�W�L�Q�J��

�:�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���W�K�L�V���P�H�D�Q���I�R�U���X�V�����W�K�H���/�*�%�7���F�R�P��
munity? Businesses want our approval – and more 
importantly, our money.

When they support 
us, we support them. When 
they donate thousands of 
�G�R�O�O�D�U�V�� �W�R�� �D�Q�W�L���J�D�\�� �P�D�U��
riage groups, we boycott 
them. We care where we 
shop, and so do they.

A perfect example of 
how much businesses care 
was shown just this week 
when, on the morning of 
Monday, Aug. 10, word 
leaked that the coffee and baked goods corpora��
tion Tim Hortons was donating goods and their 
�O�R�J�R���W�R���D�Q���D�Q�W�L���J�D�\���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���U�D�O�O�\���K�R�V�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��
National Organization for Marriage in Rhode 
Island. Though a formal news story was tough to 
�¿�Q�G�����D���O�R�R�N���D�W���D�Q�\���J�D�\���E�O�R�J���V�L�W�H���Z�L�O�O���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\����
and many called for a boycott of the business. 

Apparently, the news caused lots of people to 
�F�D�O�O���7�L�P���+�R�U�W�R�Q�V�¶���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���R�I�¿�F�H���W�R���F�R�Q�¿�U�P���W�K�H�L�U��
support of the event and voice their displeasure. 
And by Monday afternoon, Tim Hortons had 
released a statement rescinding their support, stat��
ing that they were not aware that it was a political 
�H�Y�H�Q�W���K�R�V�W�H�G���E�\���D���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���J�U�R�X�S��

 See what we can do if we make our opinions 
heard by corporations?

But perhaps more important than boycotting 
those businesses that do not support our rights and 
do not offer us equal employment is supporting 
those that do. And HRC’s Corporate Equality In��
dex aside, there’s one group we know we should 

�D�O�Z�D�\�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����/�*�%�7���R�Z�Q�H�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V��
�7�K�L�V���Z�H�H�N�����Z�H���D�W���%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���7�K�H���/�L�Q�H�V���O�R�R�N�H�G��

�D�W���K�R�Z���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���/�*�%�7���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���G�R�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
why our community goes out of their way to shop 
there and help them.

The reasons are numerous, and many, obvi��
ous. They are part of our community. They un��
questionably support our causes. We will always 
be welcome at their stores, restaurants, bars and 
coffee shops. We will always have a friend there 
and a place to go where we can shop without 

worrying whose hand we 
are holding or how we are 
dressed. They will help 
the community that helps 
them, whether through do��
nation, petition signature 
or something as simple as 
providing a space for an 
�X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �/�*�%�7�� �D�X�W�K�R�U��
or artist to showcase their 
work.

�/ �* �%�7�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V��
need our support. There’s no question about it. 
But here is a statement that should never be ut��
tered: We don’t need them.

When a young adult is coming out to their 
parent and they need an easy way to explain what 
�W�K�H�\�¶�U�H�� �J�R�L�Q�J�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K���� �D�� �E�R�R�N�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�Q�� �/�*�%�7��
bookstore will do that. When a transgender person 
is looking for a safe space to hang out and have 
coffee or meet with friends, there are plenty of 
places to go. When a lonely single man or woman 
is fed up with Internet dating and wants to try to 
�P�H�H�W�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �R�O�G���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�H�G�� �Z�D�\���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� 
�?�D�X�W�?���%�D�U���R�U���3�U�R�Q�W�R�����R�U���$�-�¶�V���0�X�V�L�F���&�D�I�H���R�U���'�L�Y�H�U��
sions or Just 4 Us. When someone feels alone 
and needs that sense of community, there they 
always are.

This may not be the 1970s, but it’s still a time 
to know where you’re most welcome and where 
�\�R�X�U�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �E�H���� �6�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �/�*�%�7��
businesses, because you always know that they 
will be there to support you.

LGBT businesses need our 
support. �ere’s no question 
about it. But here is a 
statement that should never be 
uttered: We don’t need them.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Parting 
     Glances
Then & Now

Give me a hug 
anytime!

I don’t recall growing up as a kid and getting or giving hugs. 
Hugs were not part of our family life.

I also don’t recall as a teenager getting or giving hugs to 
other gay teenagers. Back in the late 1950s, men – straight, gay, 
so-called bi – didn’t demonstrate affection in public. Period.

To survive in a heterosexual, homophobic society it was 
imperative to pass for straight. Two gays walking down the street 
arm in arm might very well occasion a gay bashing, incarcera-
tion, or both. Even penny loafers were suspect.

(Cross dressing was limited to Halloween. Female imper-
sonators were permitted makeup, but had to wear men’s pants 
and buttoned-up shirts when performing. Lip-synching was to 
monophonic 33-1/3 rpms.)

Not only was hugging a no-no for gays and lesbians, but 
holding hands was out of the question. Same-sex dancing in a 
bar was wishful thinking. (You could be arrested for dancing 
together – even if you were an Arthur Murray’s dance instruc-
tor; and God knows many a fox-trotting Arthur Murray dance 
instructor was gay.)

As far as hugging goes, I’ve come a long, long way. I now 
hug freely. I now hug happily. I even comfortably hug straight 
women. (You’ve got to be kidding, Mary!) And just recently 
in Chicago for Halstead Market Days I hugged nine people at 
the Water Tower, greeting each, “Thanks, you’ve just hugged 
a gay person.”

For today’s gay, lesbian and transgendered teens, hugging’s 
no big deal. For these uncloseted kids hugging is a way of bond-
ing and celebrating rainbow personhood, youth, coming out 
experiences. (Caution is for school settings, especially if bullying 
is not checked by teachers and administrators.)

More than half of my adult life was hug free. My friends 
didn’t hug; or if they did it was so rare that no one thought about 
it one way or the other. I came to the act of hugging – embar-
rassed, cautiously, shyly – born out of a desparate need to reach 
out at a crucial time in my life.

In 1982, following alcohol rehab, I started  attending AA 
meetings, and on Sundays retreating for safety and much-needed 
sanity to Metropolitan Community Church of Detroit, when 
it was then located in Central Methodist Church near Grand 
Circus Park.

It was important for survival to stay sober. One day at a 
time.

For weeks I sat in the last row of the Central Methodist 
Church sanctuary. I listened inattentively. I observed vacantly. 
Shaky. Another week ended, but also began with a touchstone 
to my long-neglected spiritual past. I spoke to no one. I left 
quickly.

On Mondays I began another uncertain work week, deter-
mined – muddled though my thinking was from years of martini 
meddling – to make things different. One Sunday before I could 
dart out, an usher stood between me and the side-door exit, 
introduced himself, invited me to stay for coffee. And touching 
me gently he added, “Here. I think you need a hug. May I? It 
doesn’t hurt, you know.” (Oh, if he only knew.)

Looking back at his act of understanding kindness – he was 
in recovery himself I later learned – I was inwardly touched, 
�R�X�W�Z�D�U�G�O�\���P�R�Y�H�G�����-�X�V�W���W�K�H�Q���,���Q�H�H�G�H�G���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���W�R���U�H�D�I�¿�U�P���P�\��
long-lost worth and nearly forgotten dignity. “I’m Jimmy Carroll. 
In the future, you just might be a little more comfortable if you 
sat closer to our family of friends. We’re here for each other.”

�<�H�V���� �L�W�� �S�O�H�D�V�H�G�� �P�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �Z�H�H�N�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �R�I�� �S�H�R�S�O�H����
young and old, holding inviting signs at Chicago’s Water Tower 
corner. “WE GIVE HUGS!” They embraced me wholeheartedly. 
I couldn’t resist. I came out to them joyfully. Life’s too short. 
Hug someone today!

Charles@pridesource.com

S/he  said
COMPILED BY HOWARD ISRAEL

“Outside the community, if a straight person attacks some-
one for being effeminate, we attack them, we’re furious. But 
within our community, we’re terrible to each other on the 
very same issue. No one sat down and mapped this all out as 
part of an evilly brilliant strategy to keep gay and bisexual 
men oppressed. For the most part, it’s unconscious. But that’s 
also part of the problem too, because few people ever stop to 
�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���L�W�����$�Q�\�Z�D�\�����W�K�H���H�Q�G���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�V���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�����Z�H���F�D�Q�¶�W���¿�J�K�W��
for equality when we’re so busy hating on each other. Why 
can’t effeminate men butch it up? That’s the title of this article, 
the one question everyone wants to ask. But it’s the wrong one. 
The right question is: why should they have to?”

 
 - Brent Hartinger, in an article titled “Why Can’t You 
Just Butch Up? Gay Men, Effeminacy, and Our War with 
Ourselves,” afterelton.com, June 11.

�³�7�K�H�� �$�3�$�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �������� �G�L�G�� �D�� �W�H�U�U�L�¿�F��
job stating how therapists should 
handle clients who are struggling to 
accept their sexual orientation. Most 
important, they directly challenged 
‘ex-gay’ therapists who mislead 
clients about gay life. The APA made 
it crystal clear that such charlatans 
should not be selling snake oil by 
claiming they can magically turn 
clients from gay to straight. Any 
therapist who makes such a pitch is 
a con artist. ...Everyone deserves the 

chance to love and be loved – and conservative therapists will 
�K�D�Y�H���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���W�L�P�H���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���J�D�\���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��
are exceptions to this rule.”

 
 - Wayne Besen, founding executive director of Truth 
Wins Out, in a column about the American Psychological 
Association’s recent report and resolution rejecting so-
called “reparative therapy” and the tactics of “ex-gay” 
therapists, truthwinsout.org, August 6.

“Homophobia in middle school is used to police gender. Today, 
girls are free to do sports and be competitive. No one thought 
they had to play dumb to get a boyfriend. The women’s move-
ment has done great things for middle school girls. It’s another 
story with boys. We have not dealt with men and masculinity in 
a serious enough way. Boys police each other. There’s no room 
not to do anything not traditionally masculine. It’s important 
�Q�R�W���W�R���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���W�R���P�R�V�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����E�X�W��
the fact that boys are labeled quickly suggests that this is a 
developmental stage. The stigma of homosexuality looms 
among young boys.”

 
 - Barbara Risman, Ph.d., Professor and Head of the 
Department of Sociology, University of Illinois Chicago, 
in a panel discussion at the Council on Contemporary 
Families conference, reporting on her study of urban 
�P�L�G�G�O�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���Y�D�V�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
the sexes in their attitudes about sexual orientation, USA 
Today, April 19.

“In New York in the ‘40s and ‘50s ... I 
drank an awful lot, I drugged an awful 
lot. But I think I have a built-in gover-
nor, because at any point I would say 
OK, I’ve had enough, and I’d go home 
to bed. I assumed everybody could do 
that. I was a hopeless romantic. Well, 
no one could have that much sex and 
be entirely romantic. Eventually ... 
I reached a point where I had been 
drinking so much and screwing so 
much, it just depressed the hell out 
of me. Somebody said to me, if you 

don’t stop going to parties, you’ll never write a play. So I 
wrote a play.”

 
 - Arthur Laurents, author of the musicals “Gypsy,” 
“West Side Story” and “La Cage Aux Folles,” and the 
screenplays for “The Snake Pit,” “The Way We Were” 
and “The Turning Point,” in an interview about his life, 
Guardian.co.uk, August 1.

“’Fairy Hawk’ is a term for individuals pretending to be gay 
in order to entrap a gay man. This technique has been used by 
police to arrest homosexuals in places where it is illegal, gay 
bashers and those seeking to blackmail people.”

 
- Word of the Gay blog entry, queersunited.blogspot.
com, August 3.

“Language matters and words have 
power. What you call someone has 
meaning, particularly when you use 
language that is offensive, deroga-
tory or even ‘just’ dismissive. ... How 
you talk about our community is an 
issue that is often fraught with ten-
sion and confusion. There are those 
well-meaning people who want to 
be respectful and appropriate and 
just don’t know how. There are those 
folks who don’t realize they’re being 
offensive in the language they use, but 

would likely change if the fact were pointed out to them. And 
there are those folks who want to be offensive because they 
�K�D�Y�H���D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�����Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���Y�L�H�Z���D�E�R�X�W���/�*�%�7���S�H�R�S�O�H����
This post is for all of those folks, but I suspect only the folks 
�L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�Z�R���J�U�R�X�S�V���Z�L�O�O���S�D�\���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���´

 
 - Ben Finzel, on his blog titled “Say What? Eight Words 
and Phrases to Avoid in LGBT Communications,” 
fhoutfront.com, August 4. Finzel’s eight offending 
terms are: “lifestyle,” “choice,” “sexual preference,” 
“homosexual,” “alternative,” “tolerance,” “special 
rights” and “friend,” used as a term for a partner or 
spouse.

CORRECTION:
In the Aug. 6 article “On the grow,” Andrea Wilson was 

quoted as the executive director of S.P.I.C.E. This is incorrect. 
Wilson is the interim board chair.
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�C�V�i�^�d�c�V�a

Maggie Gallagher
BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

When beauty queen Miss California Carrie 
Prejean stood up at the Miss USA pageant 
and declared her support for “opposite 

marriage” I personally thought, “Who cares?” I mean, 
the fact that people got so angry with her afterwards 
was nothing short of ridiculous. 

Especially Perez Hilton. 
I mean, come on. Miss USA contestants are 

allowed to disagree with the opinions held by the 
people asking them the questions. And anyway, if 
you don’t want Miss USA contestants off the cuff 
musing about controversial subjects then don’t ask 
them questions about gay marriage, ask them ques-
tions like, “Do you feel pretty when you get your 
hair did?”

Granted, when Prejean didn’t become Miss USA 
she claimed it was all because of her courageous 
stance against the queers. In reality it had more to 
do with her bare hooter photos and the fact that her 
answer to Hilton’s question was borderline retarded 
(see: “opposite marriage”).

But that was, like, years ago. And in a country 
with its priorities straight we’d all have forgotten 
about Prejean and moved on to things like who 
Jennifer Aniston may or may not be marrying. But 
thanks to the anti-gay right, Prejean has become a 
quasi-celebrity “one penis, one vagina” marriage 
advocate.

Looking past the fact that she’s not the bright-
est bulb in the chandelier, you really can’t blame the 
so-called “defenders” of marriage for glomming onto 
her. After all, Prejean is young and pretty (which, 
I realize, is a relative term, especially when you 
consider her eye makeup. In fact, the other night I 
heard animals rummaging through my trash cans and 
am fairly certain I saw Prejean’s head peek out with 
an apple core in her mouth). Young and pretty isn’t 
typically the demographic of the anti-gay right. In 
fact, polls show that younger Americans are far more 
likely to support marriage equality.

Take Maggie Gallagher, president of the Na-
tional Organization for Marriage. Gallagher, neither 
young nor pretty, is super hot to hold Prejean (but 
not in a gay way) out in front while Gallagher does 
the talking.

In an article in the Aug. 10 issue of The Na-
tional Review, Gallagher credits Prejean, who she 
calls “a stunning, young Christian beauty-pageant 
contestant,” with, basically, the undoing of support 
for marriage equality in America. Her answer to 
Hilton’s question was, writes Gallagher, “powerfully 
moving” because we “see her choose between truth 
and the tiara.”

“Culture consists of ideas. Ideas, like civiliza-
tions, can die out. They die when no one is willing to 
defend them out loud,” Gallagher writes.

Yes, Prejean, that brave soul, dared to defend 
aloud the idea that gays should not be allowed to get 
married. No doubt thousands of little girls watching 
the Miss USA pageant were inspired by her answer 
to also defend “opposite marriage” and to starve 
themselves and hate their bodies.

“Despair is gay-marriage advocates’ most pow-
erful weapon,” Gallagher writes, “especially when it 
is fed by social conservatives’ failure to create solid 
strategies of hope.”

Funny how that works. Who knew that a cam-
paign against couples in love who want to marry 
would lack hope?

The folks who want to keep gays away from 
marriage are banking on Prejean. Because she’s their 
best hope. Which isn’t saying much.

ENDA introduced in Senate
Supporters optimistic about swift passage in Congress
BY LISA KEEN

An inclusive Employment Non-Discrim-
ination Act is now on the move in the U.S. 
Senate. Long-time sponsor Sen. Ted Kennedy 
(D-Mass.) introduced the bill on Aug. 5 along 
with Sens. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) and Susan 
Collins (R-Maine).

The Human Rights Campaign launched 
a lobby effort today to muster support for the 
legislation, asking supporters to send e-mails 
to their senators urging their support. (www.
passendanow.org) The e-mail notes that in 29 
states, there is no law to prevent an employer 
�I�U�R�P���¿�U�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���R�U���V�K�H���L�V���J�D�\��
and, in 38 states, no law to prohibit an employer 
�I�U�R�P���¿�U�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���I�R�U���E�H�L�Q�J���W�U�D�Q�V�J�H�Q�G�H�U��

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�D�\���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R��

push for a federal law to prohibit job discrimi-
nation against gays, in 1974, said it hopes the 
stated support of President Obama will “play a 
role in assisting with (the bill’s) swift passage 
in both the House and the Senate.”

Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), who is the 
lead sponsor of the ENDA bill introduced in 
the House in June, said he is optimistic about 
its chances of passing that chamber. But he 
expressed less optimism about reaching a new 
political threshold of 60 votes in the Senate. 
The bill needs only 51 votes to pass, but the 
Democratic majority has sought to ensure 60 
�Y�R�W�H�V�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �À�R�R�U��
�L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U���� �W�K�H�\�� �V�D�\���� �W�R�� �Z�D�U�G�� �R�I�I�� �D�Q�\�� �¿�O�L�E�X�V�W�H�U��
attempts.

A form of ENDA without gender identity 
protection passed the House in the last session 
of Congress but engendered so much opposi-

tion for omitting gender identity that it was 
never brought up in the Senate.

The ENDA bills introduced in the House 
and Senate this year both seek to prohibit dis-
crimination in the workplace based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. Current federal 
law prohibits discrimination based on race, sex, 
religion, national origin, age and disability.

Kennedy, who has being undergoing treat-
ment for brain cancer since last year, was not 
in Washington for introduction of the bill but 
has been working on bills from his home in 
Massachusetts. He issued a statement saying, 
�³�7�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���I�X�O�¿�O�O�H�G��
as long as justice is denied to even one among 
us. The Employment Non-Discrimination 
�$�F�W���E�U�L�Q�J�V���X�V���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���I�X�O�¿�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�P�L�V�H��
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
citizens.”

Sotomayor con�rmed to high court
LGBT groups, legal scholars support the decision
 BY LISA KEEN

The U.S. Senate confirmed on Aug. 
6 the appointment of federal Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme Court, with 
many Democrats emphasizing her credentials 
as a “moderate” and “mainstream” judge and 
many Republicans insisting she is “liberal” 
and “activist.”

Although she has had very few gay-related 
cases before her during her years on the fed-
eral bench, national gay political organizations 
supported Judge Sotomayor’s nomination to 
the court. 

At least two senators – Republicans Sam 
Brownback and Tom Coburn – mentioned 
gays in opposing Sotomayor’s nomination. 
They quoted President Obama’s remark that 
he wanted to nominate someone with “the 
empathy to understand what it’s like to be 
poor, or African-American, or gay or disabled 
or old.” Brownback, Coburn, and many other 
Republicans argued that the president’s state-
ment constituted an “empathy standard,” and 
claimed Judge Sotomayor must be inclined to 
assess her empathy with people before the court 
in rendering legal decisions.

When asked about this during the con-
�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���� �-�X�G�J�H�� �6�R�W�R�P�D�\�R�U�� �V�D�L�G�� �V�K�H��
does “try very, very hard to ensure that, in my 
life, I introduce as much experience with other 
people’s lives as I can.” But when it comes to 
judging, she said, “We apply law to facts. We 
don’t apply feelings to facts.”

As expected, Republican opponents of 
Sotomayor made frequent mention during the 
�F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�E�D�W�H���R�I���D�Q���R�I�W�H�Q���T�X�R�W�H�G���V�S�H�H�F�K��
Sotomayor made in which she said a “wise 
Latina woman” judge could come to a better 
conclusion “than a white male” judge. This, said 

some, indicates Sotomayor is a “racist.”
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) said 

Thursday that such claims of “bias” and “activ-
ism” are now code words for “not hard right.”

Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, quoted 
Sotomayor’s remarks at the Berkeley speech 
in which she said judges “must transcend their 
personal sympathies and prejudices and aspire 
to achieve a greater degree of fairness and 
integrity based on the reason of law.’’

�7�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���������W�R��
31, largely along partisan lines. (Sen. Ted Ken-
nedy was not in the Senate due to illness but 
expressed support for the nomination.)

She replaces Justice David Souter, who 
announced his retirement earlier this year. 
While gay organizations strongly opposed 
Souter’s nomination to the court, his record 
on gay-related cases turned out to be strongly 
supportive of equal treatment for LGBT people 
under the law.

The Human Rights Campaign endorsed 
Sotomayor, saying it was “encouraged” by her 
acceptance that the U.S. Constitution provides, 
implicitly, for a right to privacy. That right to 
privacy, said HRC, “lays the foundation for 
recognizing fundamental rights for LGBT 
people.”

Arthur Leonard, a gay legal scholar, 
wrote in a recent issue of his Lesbian/Gay 
Law Notes, that he has “looked through those 
of her published opinions (or cases where she 
was on a panel) that appeared to have some 
LGBT connection, and saw nothing that would 
alarm us.”

Leonard noted that, as a member of the 
Second Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in 2006, 
Sotomayor was part of a three-judge panel “that 
was willing to entertain a hostile environment 

sexual harassment claim by a gay man under 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act using the sexual 
stereotyping theory. 

The case was Miller v. City of New York 
and, wrote Leonard, “involved a ‘small, non-
muscular man with a disability’ who alleged 
that his supervisor made his life miserable by 
claiming he was not a ‘real man’ or ‘manly man’ 
and subjecting him to verbal harassment and 
discriminatory assignments.” The trial court 
had ruled against the man, saying sexual ori-
entation discrimination was not covered under 
the federal law. The three-judge panel vacated 
that decision, citing the 1989 Supreme Court 
decision in Price Waterhouse v. Hopkins.

He also noted that Sotomayor had been 
part of a three-judge panel that vacated a lower 
court ruling that had enabled a New York bor-
ough president to pressure a billboard company 
to take down an anti-gay message which a 
Staten Island church had sought to post.

Leonard, in a memo to the New York City 
Bar Association, concluded that Sotomayor 
demonstrated “evenhandedness and respect for 
constitutional rights.”

Kevin Cathcart, executive director of 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
issued a statement even before Sotomayor’s 
�F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���� �V�D�\�L�Q�J�� �³�/�D�P�E�G�D��
Legal applauds the confirmation of Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, and congratulates her on an 
historic appointment. Justice Sotomayor has 
excellent credentials and a proven record of 
understanding the law and Constitution, all of 
which have been recognized and highlighted 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���K�H�U���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����:�K�H�Q���V�K�H��
takes her seat in September, Justice Sotomayor 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���Z�R�P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���¿�U�V�W���/�D�W�L�Q�D����
appointed to the Court.”
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a level of comfort that people have coming here 
to hang out,” he says. “You wouldn’t want to go 
to Barnes & Noble in hopes of meeting a potential 
date, but you would hang out at Five15 in hopes 
of meeting someone else.”

Why the community still cares
�7�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���/�*�%�7���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���V�W�R�U�H�V���L�V��

debatable, one thing is not: the LGBT community 
still wants them around.

The reasons are various, including a sense 
of loyalty to the community, a feeling of safety 
and the ability to be oneself, or just to know that 
their hard-earned dollars are going to businesses 
that support the causes they believe in.

The latter has proven to be a particularly 
helpful point for LGBT businesses.

Each year, the Human Rights Campaign 
publishes their Corporate Equality Index, which 
rates businesses in terms of LGBT friendliness on 
such issues as their offerings and attitude toward 
the community and their policies toward LGBT 
employees. In 2009, 260 businesses received a 
rating of 100 percent – up from 195 last year. In 
2002, only 13 businesses made the cut.

Consumers care where their money is go-
ing – and businesses are keen to that fact. “I shop 
at LGBT-owned businesses because it makes 
me feel good to know that my dollars don’t go 
unnoticed, aren’t assumed and are supporting so-
cially responsible organizations,” says Michigan 
resident Charles Lisee.

“This summer our family rented a cottage 
�L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���+�D�Y�H�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���´���U�H�F�D�O�O�V���1�D�U�G�D��
Beauchamp of Kalamazoo. “Each inquiry I made 

�W�R���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���R�I�����������U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�����,���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���L�I���W�K�H�\��
were LGBT inclusive because our family will not 
spend money in any other way.”

Steenrod put it simply: “If you’re going to 
have the option of putting your money down, 
why not put it back into the community? It makes 
sense to support the community that you’re in, 
and especially the one that would turn around and 

support any policies or projects that the LGBT 
community would be involved in.”

Their supportive ways haven’t gone un-
noticed, either.

Baglio says he has customers who often 
inquire if Five15 – which regularly contributes 
�P�R�Q�H�\���W�R���O�R�F�D�O���/�*�%�7���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W�V���±���L�V���G�R�L�Q�J���2�.��
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�K�R���Y�R�L�F�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W����

“There’s a lot of people who want to see us suc-
�F�H�H�G�����D�Q�G���F�R�P�H���K�H�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R��
support us,” he says. “I get regulars here all the 
time that want to make sure we make it through 
the crisis.”

�)�R�U���&�R�P�P�R�Q���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����2�U�U���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W��
community support is exactly what saved the 
bookstore from certain death – and he’s thankful 
for it. “So often you see the situation where a 
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�O�R�V�H�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���V�D�\�V�����³�2�K�����,���Z�L�V�K��
I had known,’” he explains. “So we thought well, 
let’s give people that opportunity ... to step for-
ward. The response really has been great.”

And hopefully, the trends will continue.

�Š��Staying a�oat
Continued from p. 8

“It really is important to have a 
place that’s both a safe space and 
community space where you do 
share something. For us, we think 
we’re doing an added value ... there 
is a sense of community that an 
LGBT bookstore helps create and 
support that an online store is 
just never going to be able to do.” 

-Keith Orr, owner of Common 

Language bookstore and  

\aut\Bar in Ann Arbor

Gary Baglio, owner of Five15, Media, Mojo and More in Royal Oak, has had to look for innovative ways to 
generate business in this tough economy – such as holding events at his store almost every weekend. BTL 
�le photo: Andrew Potter
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�>�c�i�Z�g�c�V�i�^�d�c�V�a

Australians march 
for same-sex 
marriage

A National Day of Action for Same-Sex 
Marriage saw demonstrations Aug. 1 in the 
Australian cities of Sydney, Melbourne, Bris-
bane, Perth, Adelaide, Hobart, Canberra and 
Lismore.

According to the group Equal Love, 5,000 
people marched in Melbourne in “the largest 
single show of support for marriage equality 
ever in Australia.”

The rallies had no apparent effect on the 
national convention of the ruling Australian La-
bor Party, which voted the same day to support a 
national registry for same-sex partnerships but to 
oppose legalization of same-sex marriage.

“Although the decision of the ALP delegates 
was disappointing, I think politicians from all 
sides now understand that this is not an issue 
that’s going to go away,” said Equal Love co-
convener Tim Wright. “Today’s rallies put it 
clearly on the national agenda. Marriage equality 
is rapidly spreading throughout the world and 
we’re going to be back here year after year until 
we get it in Australia.”

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd told local radio 
July 29 that marriage is “between a man and a 
woman.”

At the same time, the Rudd government has 
altered around 100 laws to give same-sex de facto 
couples the rights and obligations of marriage in 
areas that include health care, taxation, pensions, 
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���� �Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V����
workers’ compensation, veterans’ affairs, elder 
care and educational assistance.

Rudd said July 29 that his goal is to remove 
“all legal discriminations” against gay couples.

Polling has found that 60 percent of Aus-
tralians think gay couples should be allowed to 
get married.

European 
human rights 
commissioner 
publishes 
transphobia report

Council of Europe member states should 
do more to stop transphobia and discrimination 
against transgender people, the Council of Eu-
rope’s commissioner for human rights, Thomas 
Hammarberg, said July 29 in an “expert issue 
paper” released at the World Outgames 2nd In-
ternational Conference on LGBT Human Rights 
in Copenhagen.

“The situation of transgender persons has 
long been ignored and neglected, although the 
problems they face are very real and often spe-
�F�L�¿�F���W�R���W�K�L�V���J�U�R�X�S���D�O�R�Q�H���´���W�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���V�D�L�G�����³�7�K�H�\��
experience a high degree of discrimination and 
�L�Q�W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���D�O�O���¿�H�O�G�V���R�I���O�L�I�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���R�X�W�U�L�J�K�W��
violence.”

Among other things, the document asserts 
that transgender people should not have to under-
go sterilization or other medical treatment before 
their revised gender identity is recognized.

Romania enacts 
discriminatory 
laws

Romanian President Traian Basescu has 
signed a new Civil Code enacted by Parliament 
that discriminates against gay people.

Ironically, Article 30 of the new code bans 
discrimination based on sexual orientation 
even as Article 277 bans same-sex marriage, 
recognition of foreign same-sex marriages, and 
recognition of foreign civil partnerships, gay 
or straight.

In addition, Article 462 prohibits two un-
married persons from adopting a child together. 
�$�U�W�L�F�O�H�� �������� �G�H�¿�Q�H�V�� �³�V�S�R�X�V�H�V�´�� �D�V�� �D�� �P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D��
�Z�R�P�D�Q�� �X�Q�L�W�H�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�¿�Q�H�V��
“family” as based on marriage between spouses. 
�$�Q�G���$�U�W�L�F�O�H�����������G�H�¿�Q�H�V���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���D�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D��
man and a woman and makes marriage a right.

“The inclusion of these provisions perpetu-
ates discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender people and their families,” 
said the Romanian LGBT group ACCEPT, the 
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission, and the European Region of the 
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and 
Intersex Association (aka ILGA-Europe).

“Articles 277, 258, 259 and 462 prevent 
same-sex couples and other nontraditional fami-
lies from enjoying their rights to nondiscrimina-
tion, freedom of movement, and privacy under 
international and European law and policy,” the 
groups said. “These provisions ... deny the exis-
tence of LGBT and non-traditional heterosexual 
families, increasing social stigma and discrimina-
tion against them.”

The organizations wrote Basescu a letter 
expressing their disappointment with the laws 
and urging him to support any efforts that may 
be made to repeal them.

Portuguese ban 
on same-sex 
marriage upheld

Portugal’s Constitutional Court declined to 
strike down the ban on same-sex marriage July 
31 in a 3-2 ruling.

In a case brought by lesbian couple Teresa 
Pires and Helena Paixão, the court said that al-
�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���3�R�U�W�X�J�X�H�V�H���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\��
bans discrimination based on sexual orientation, 
it does not mandate that same-sex marriage be 
permitted.

“The issue posed to the Court is not whether 
the Constitution allows the establishment of a 
system of marriage between persons of the same 
sex, but is precisely to know if it is imposed in 
the Constitution,” the court said.\

Correspondent João Paulo from Portu-
galGay.pt said Pires and Paixão “questioned 
how can gays and lesbians not be discriminated 
(against) if they are not recognized the right to 
marry.” He said the couple told him they will ap-
peal to the European Court of Human Rights.

Meanwhile, the ruling Socialist Party has 
said it will move legislatively to legalize same-
sex marriage, should it remain in power after 
September’s elections.

Portugal has had a “de facto unions” law for 
same-sex couples since 2001 that grants limited 
rights to all gay couples who have lived together 
for two years or longer.

Same-sex marriage is legal in Belgium, 
Canada, the Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, 
Sweden, Spain and the U.S. states of Connecti-
cut, Iowa and Massachusetts. It also has been 
legalized in the states of Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont, though the laws have not yet come 
into effect.

Amsterdam mayor 
marries binational 
couples

�$�P�V�W�H�U�G�D�P���0�D�\�R�U���-�R�E���&�R�K�H�Q���P�D�U�U�L�H�G���¿�Y�H��
binational gay couples on a boat during the gay 
pride canal parade Aug. 1.

The couples were purposefully composed 
of one Dutch citizen and one resident of New 
York state. Same-sex marriage is not allowed in 
New York, but New York recognizes same-sex 
marriages performed elsewhere.

The weddings created the disconnect of the 
couples now being married in the Netherlands 
and in New York, where they would not have 
been allowed to get married, and also not being 
married in the eyes of the U.S. government, 
which holds the keys to more than 1,000 mar-
riage rights and obligations, including spousal 
immigration rights.

“As a result, thousands of U.S. citizens 
are forced into exile in countries like the Neth-
erlands, where their relationships with their 
foreign partners are recognized and where they 
enjoy equal rights in family law,” said Martha 
McDevitt-Pugh of the Love Exiles Foundation.

�2�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������������������&�R�K�H�Q���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
same-sex marriages in the world, after the Neth-
�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �D�O�O�R�Z�� �W�K�H�P����
Same-sex marriage has since been legalized in 
Belgium, Canada, Norway, South Africa, Swe-
den, Spain and the U.S. states of Connecticut, 
Iowa and Massachusetts. It also has been legal-
ized in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, but 
the laws have not yet come into effect.

More than half a million people turned out 
for Amsterdam’s waterborne pride parade.

by Rex Wockner

A National Day of Action for Same-Sex Marriage saw demonstrations Aug. 1 in the Australian cities of Sydney, Melbourne (pictured), Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide, Hobart, 
Canberra and Lismore. Photo provided by Equal Love
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An illegal Zac Efron and gayish Paul Rudd 
swoon in DVD releases out this week 

BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

A ll that sexual energy – and corny one-
liners – that fueled The B-52s ’80s new-
wave work hasn’t dissipated even after 

17 years, the last time they released an LP before 
2008’s “Funplex.” It’s only grown, so to speak. 
There are prostitutes, pumping and a trip to the 
G-spot. They need it; they want it – ooh yeah. 
“I’m not even sure if there’s one song without 
some sort of strong sexual content,” Strickland 
tells Between The Lines of their latest album. 
Before the band’s Aug. 20 gig at DTE Energy 
Music Theatre, Strickland spoke to us about the 
making of The B-52s’ comeback LP, playing 
their music on Rock Band and why he hasn’t 
aged in the last two decades.

You’re on the road now, right? 

Yeah, we’re on the road. I’m actually in Altoona, P.A. 

Oh, nice – I guess? (Laughs) 

(Laughs) Yeah, there’s a Cracker Barrel just across the 
street. But, actually, a very beautiful countryside not unlike 
where I used to live in Woodstock, New York.

So, I feel like the last 17 years never actually ev en 
happened. The new album sounds as every bit 
’80s kitsch as earlier albums, and you don’t look 
a day older than 38.  

The B-52s – (from left) Fred Schneider, Keith Strickland, Kate Pierson and Cindy Wilson – will perform at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 20 at DTE Energy Music Theatre. 

The Sex  Shack
Before The B-52s 
roam to Michigan, 
out guitarist Keith 
Strickland talks the 
G-spot, Rock Band 
and their dirtiest 
album yet

Double meat-ure 



(Laughs) Oh, the magic of Photoshop.

What’s it like touring now versus in the 
’80s, when you were 25 years younger? 
Is it harder? 

It’s different. I wouldn’t say it’s necessarily 
harder. We’ve actually been playing continuously 
pretty much since around ’97, when Cindy (Wil-
son) returned to the band. We did several exten-
sive tours during that time, and since the album’s 
come out we’ve been pretty busy, so touring has 
just become – it’s what we do. So I’m just very 
much used to it, but I don’t know if it’s really all 
that different. I certainly pace myself differently 
these days. I don’t party down like I used to – not 
that I was ever out of control or anything, but I’m 
just at the age now where I don’t like to wake up 
with a hangover (laughs).

So you do a show, go back to the hotel 
and head to bed? 

Pretty much, yeah. Not everyone does. And some 
nights I go out and have fun. If we have a day 
off the next day and we’re staying in the same 
town, I may go out, particularly if I have friends 
in that town.

According to a statement you made on 
your Web site, you weren’t prepared for 
the level of sexiness on this album. 

It kind of surprised me. I write the music, and I 
was writing all the music at home in Key West, 
and I do think about what they’re going to do 
when I’m writing the music. I think, “They’ll 
like this or that or whatever,” and I would travel 

to Atlanta and we would all meet in the studio 
in Atlanta, and they would improvise to write 
their vocal melodies and lyrics. At that stage of 
writing, I’m there to change the music around to 
�¿�W���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���X�S���Z�L�W�K�����7�K�H�\�¶�O�O���L�P�S�U�R-
vise and jam and we’ll begin to see some sort of 
direction forming. But, anyway, after each song 
I would go, “There’s another song about sex – 
what’s going on here?”

At least all of you seem to have a high 
sex drive. 

Apparently so.

One of the dirtier songs I’ve been quot-
ing for the last year is “Ultraviolet,” 
where Fred Schneider (the band’s front-
man) takes us to the G-spot. 

Do people even know what a G-spot is these days 
(laughs)? It’s such a ’70s term. I remember when 
it was a big thing. 

It doesn’t feel like as many people talk 
about it these days, but I know what it is. 
I’ve never been there, though (laughs). 

Oh, you haven’t? (Laughs)

No, have you? 

Uh, no, I haven’t actually. Do women only have 
G-spots?

Gosh, I couldn’t tell you. So, would you 
say you’re the least dirty minded of the 
four? 

We’re pretty equal. And it’s interesting, when 
we’re on the road for a long time, it comes out 
more and more. It’s easy for us to get really 
trashy. It’s funny how you think as you get older 
�\�R�X�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �J�H�W�� �D�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �O�H�V�V�� �W�U�D�V�K�\���� �E�X�W�� �,�� �¿�Q�G��
most of my friends are as trashy as ever. Or can 
be. All in jest, of course. 

I saw you last year, when you were here 
during the True Colors Tour. What was 
it like performing as part of that? 

Festivals are always fun in the sense that you 
get to hang around with other people. There 
were different artists at different times coming. 
We did one show with the Indigo Girls in New 
York, and they’re friends of ours, so it was great 
to see them again and hang out with them. Rosie 
(O’Donnell) was a blast. Everybody was great. 
It was like a summer camp.

Most people could care less about this, 
but because I’m an editor, I’m going to 
ask: Why did you drop the apostrophe 
after 52 in the band’s name for the new-
est album? 

Oh, right. The mysterious dropping. It always 
bugged me because it’s like B-52’s is what? 
The B-52’s ... yeah. We just thought we’d drop 
it. But no particular reason other than it’s not 
quite grammatically correct. Not that we really 
care that much. 

Do you ever get sick of performing “Love 
Shack”?  

No, no. The audience just loves it – that’s a thrill 
in itself. I never really feel that way. The only 
time I feel that way about a song is if it’s not 
working, and if we’re trying really hard to make 
it work, and it’s just not working. Some songs 
are that way – no matter how hard you try, you 
can’t pull it off live. We’ve had a few of those 
that we’ve tried and tried, and I’m just like, “Ah, 
let’s not do this again.” 

 Are these songs from “Funplex”? 

No, all the songs that we’re doing off the new 
album are working, and that was part of the 

design really, be-
cause we have 
been playing so 
much prior to 
recording this 
album. Part of 
the inspiration 
for writing a new 
album was really 
just to have new 
songs to perform 
live, because we 
thought if we’re 
going to keep 
doing this, we 
better write some 
new songs. So we did. (I wanted to) keep the 
music very lean and easy to perform live – and 
with a bit of electronica and rock and roll and 
our own sound mixed all together – and that was 
the jumping off point for me. When I had that 
idea in mind, I knew this was something I could 
devote the next couple of years to. That was it 
for me, I felt like, “OK, I can go in this direction 
and just see where it goes.” I had no idea where 
it would end up. Actually, more songs ended up 
being more straight-forward rock and roll than I 
thought. Even though there’s a lot of electronic 
textures, it’s much more rock. 

Speaking of rock, what do you think of 
your music being used on Rock Band? 

I’ve never seen our songs on Rock Band. My 
partner’s nephews play it and say, “Uncle Keith, 
here, play it.” They think I’m going to be great 
at it because I play guitar – and this has noth-
ing to do with playing the guitar. I didn’t even 
bother trying to explain, but they thought it was 
hilarious that I was terrible and they were better 
than me (laughs). 

The B-52s
7:30 p.m. Aug. 20 

DTE Energy Music Theatre

7774 Sashabaw Road, 
Clarkston

$7-$32

www.theb52s.com

�Š��B-52s
Continued from p. 17
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Double meat-ure

BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

A double dose of cutie-patooties – Paul 
Rudd goes gaga for a guy in “I Love You, 
Man,” and “17 Again” stars Zac Efron, 

who goes back to school – in the same week? 
Someone fan me; I’m sweating more than I do 
in my AC-less pad. Naked. 

Rudd’s always charmed my pants off 
(something I wish I meant more literally) – from 
his Alicia Silverstone-lover/brother role on 
“Clueless” to that humdrum rom-com “Object 
of my Affection” with Jennifer Aniston, in which 
he played gay. Affection for the guy-next-door 
daddy only surged during a March ’09 Enter-
tainment Weekly story (the cover greets me 
�H�D�F�K���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���P�\���R�I�¿�F�H�����G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���5�X�G�G��
admitted to thinking he’d make a good homo: 
“I love gay guys. I feel pretty gay.” 

So I say, with overwhelming glee, that his 
�¿�U�V�W���P�D�M�R�U���P�R�Y�L�H���V�W�L�Q�W�����D�V���D���G�Z�H�H�E���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���G�X�G�H��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���Z�K�R���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���¿�Q�G���D���E�H�V�W���P�D�Q���L�Q���W�L�P�H���I�R�U��
his wedding, is better late than never. He’s so 
�L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���O�L�N�D�E�O�H���±���F�K�D�U�P�L�Q�J�����À�X�V�W�H�U�H�G�����À�D�P�E�R�\-
ant – in a howlingly hilarious, aww-provoking 
and more-metrosexual-than-Ryan-Seacrest’s-
�Z�D�U�G�U�R�E�H���À�L�F�N��

It’s all a bit like my high school prom ... 
with a chick ... who was taller than me: Awk-
ward. Which is exactly how bromantic comedy 
“I Love You, Man” scores so many of its big 
belly laughs: Because his above-embarrassing 
girly man – the hopelessly uncool Peter Klaven 
– fails at anything involving any machismo or 
smoothness, be it chugging booze or making a 

man-date call.
These man dates prove tricky – one ends 

in a surprise nighty-night kiss. And when Peter 
�¿�Q�D�O�O�\���P�H�H�W�V���K�L�V���P�D�W�F�K�����S�O�D�\�H�G���E�\���-�D�V�R�Q���6�H�J�D�O����
they’re an irresistible comedic duo in one of the 
�I�X�Q�Q�L�H�V�W���¿�O�P�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���\�H�D�U���±�� �D�Q�G���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\�� �R�Q�H��
of the best about platonic man love ever. The 
DVD special features – especially the bloopers 
and Segal-Rudd commentary – are as lovable 
as Rudd.

Zac Efron, too, proves pretty adorable in 
“17 Again,” being all smiley and dapper and 
– rats! – not legal. Too bad his foray into non-
musical movies didn’t arouse much out of me but 
a few grunts, chuckles and several woos when 
Efron showed us more than his average acting 
skills. Those sculpted abs have been through 
more of a workout than the been-there-done-
there script of this mediocre do-over “comedy,” 
which suffers from déjà vu. Call it a male-cast 
rehash of the Jennifer Garner vehicle “13 Going 

on 30,” because that’s almost what it 
is, except with less ha-has and charm. 
Matthew Perry plays the older Efron, 
before some magic water kicks him 
back into his teen years, during which 
he’s taught life lessons and learns more 
about the people around him and about 
love and blah blah blah. 

Efron seems a little stuffy, and 
didn’t win me over quite as much as 
Garner did in her time-traveling relative 
of a farce (see, Paul, there’s nothing to 
be jealous of). Thomas Lennon, as his 
hyper-nerdy pal with a needless and stu-
pid principal-courting subplot, is mostly 
annoying (the “Reno 911” ’mo gets 
around; he has an unrecognizable – and 
better – spot in “I Love You, Man”). My 
high school years sucked monkey balls 
(and I don’t care to ever be 17 again, 
by the way) – but at least daydreaming 
about getting the heck out of there was 
more entertaining than most of this. And 
the DVD extras? Zilch, unless you pick 
up the Blu-ray. And that’s not fair, but 
neither is watching a movie you’ve seen 
at least 17 times ... again. 

“I Love You, Man,” A-;“17 
Again,” C-

Hotties Paul Rudd and 
Zac Efron swoon in new 
DVDs out this week

DVD Lowdownby Chris Azzopardi
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Book Marks
BY RICHARD LABONTE

“The Creamsickle,” by Rhiannon Argo. Spinsters Ink, 268 
pages, $14.95 paper.

Bois, boards, baby butches and bed hopping: Argo’s angsty 
�À�F�W�L�R�Q�� �G�H�E�X�W���� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�H�Q�D�Q�L�J�D�Q�V�� �R�I�� �D�� �F�U�H�Z�� �R�I��
�J�H�Q�G�H�U���Á�X�L�G���\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�����V�K�R�X�O�G���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���F�R�P�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q��
�D�J�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���O�D�E�H�O�����2�O�G���I�R�O�N�V���²���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���R�Y�H�U�����������P�R�U�H���R�U��
�O�H�V�V���²���R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�H���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W���D�W���K�H�D�U�W�����R�U���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���Q�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�F��
�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�R�X�V���\�R�X�W�K�����W�R���I�X�O�O�\���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���L�W�V��
�I�H�L�V�W�\�� �S�O�R�W���� �7�K�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �U�H�Z�D�U�G�H�G���� �7�K�H��
�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���7�K�H���&�U�H�D�P�V�L�F�N�O�H���²���D���U�D�P�V�K�D�F�N�O�H���6�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R��
�0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�Q���F�U�D�V�K���S�D�G���Z�K�H�U�H���D�U�W���D�Q�G���D�Q�D�U�F�K�\��
�U�H�L�J�Q���²���D�U�H���D���V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\���U�D�P�E�X�Q�F�W�L�R�X�V���O�R�W�����&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\��
�L�V�� �*�H�R�U�J�L�H���� �D�� �K�D�S�O�H�V�V�� �U�R�P�D�Q�W�L�F�� �W�R�P�E�R�L���W�X�U�Q�H�G���V�W�U�L�S�S�H�U��
�Z�L�W�K���D���W�R�X�J�K���H�[�W�H�U�L�R�U���D�Q�G���D���\�H�Q���I�R�U���V�H�O�I���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���S�X�Q�N��
�U�R�F�N���J�L�U�O�V�����D�Q�G���K�H�U���V�N�D�W�H�U���S�D�O�V���&�U�X�]�H�U�����D���W�R�X�J�K���0�H�[�L�F�D�Q��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���J�L�U�O���Z�L�W�K���D���V�R�I�W���K�H�D�U�W���D�Q�G���D���W�D�O�H�Q�W���I�R�U���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\����
�D�Q�G���6�R�G�D�����Z�K�R���V�W�D�U�W�V���W�K�H���F�K�H�H�U�I�X�O�O�\���X�Q�U�X�O�\���V�W�R�U�\���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�T�X�H�H�U�H�V�W���R�I���T�X�H�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�V���´�K�H�U�µ���D�Q�G���H�Q�G�V���L�W���D�V���´�K�L�P���µ��
�$�U�J�R�����Z�K�R���L�V���W�R�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���I�D�O�O���Z�L�W�K���G�\�N�H���V�S�L�U�L�W�H�G���6�L�V�W�H�U���6�S�L�W����
�E�U�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���R�I���O�L�Y�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J�O�\��
�R�I�I�E�H�D�W���G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���T�X�H�H�U���\�R�X�Q�J���O�L�Y�H�V��

“The 38 Million Dollar Smile,” by Richard Stevenson. MLR 
Press, 288 pages, $14.99 paper.

�)�R�U���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���Q�L�Q�H���E�R�R�N�V���L�Q���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V�R�Q�·�V���Y�H�Q-
�H�U�D�E�O�H�� �'�R�Q�D�O�G�� �6�W�U�D�F�K�H�\���� �3�,�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�V���� �$�O�E�D�Q�\���� �1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N��
�D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�V�D�L�F�����E�X�W���Q�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���Z�U�\�O�\��
�H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���T�X�L�W�H���T�X�H�H�U�����V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�L�V���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���W�R���D�W-
�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�L�F���D�I�I�H�F�W�����W�K�H���V�O�H�X�W�K�L�Q�J���U�H�O�R�F�D�W�H�V���W�R���7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�U�H��
�6�W�U�D�F�K�H�\���D�Q�G���K�L�V���O�R�Y�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q���V�L�G�H�N�L�F�N���D�U�H���V�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J��

�I�R�U���V�W�H�H�O���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���V�F�L�R�Q���*�D�U�\���*�U�L�V�Z�R�O�G�����Z�K�R���K�D�V���Y�D�Q�L�V�K�H�G��
�D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�D�Q�F�H�����,�W�·�V���V�D�I�H���W�R���J�X�H�V�V��
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���D�Q�G���K�L�V���U�H�D�O���O�L�I�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���K�D�Y�H���V�S�H�Q�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W��
�W�R�X�U�L�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G�����W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���V�D�O�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O��
�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���V�X�F�K���%�D�Q�J�N�R�N�L�D�Q���V�W�U�H�H�W���G�H�O�L�F�D�F�L�H�V���D�V���E�L�U�G���V�S�L�W��
�E�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H�����S�L�J���F�R�O�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�X�I�I�D�O�R���J�X�P�V�����<�X�P�����$�Q�G���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W����
�W�K�H�\���G�R���V�R�X�Q�G���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V�����6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V�R�Q���L�V���D�V���H�Q�W�K�U�D�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���´�O�D�Q�G���R�I���V�P�L�O�H�V�µ���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�V���K�H���L�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�X�L�V�L�Q�H����

Featured Excerpt

�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �R�X�U��
�K�R�X�V�H���´�7�K�H���&�U�H�D�P�V�L-
�F�O�H�µ���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���O�R�R�N�V��
�O�L�N�H�� �D�Q�� �R�U�D�Q�J�H�� �3�R�S-
�V�L�F�O�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
dropped in the dirt a 
�I�H�Z�� �W�L�P�H�V���� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �L�W�·�V��
�S�D�L�Q�W�H�G�� �D�� �V�S�O�R�W�F�K�\��
�R�U�D�Q�J�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �Z�K�L�W�H��
�W�U�L�P���W�K�D�W�·�V���V�S�O�D�W�W�H�U�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K�� �S�L�J�H�R�Q�� �V�K�L�W����
�&�U�X�]�H�U�� �O�L�N�H�V�� �W�R�� �D�O�V�R��
insist that the house 
�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V��
�W�K�H���F�U�H�D�P���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H��

�Q�D�P�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���L�W�V���O�R�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���T�X�H�H�U��
�E�D�F�K�H�O�R�U���S�D�G�����7�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���S�D�V�V�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G��
�K�D�Q�G�H�G���G�R�Z�Q���O�L�N�H���D���J�R�R�G���G�L�U�W�\�� �M�R�N�H���� �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�L�H�V��
�W�U�D�P�S�O�H�G���L�W�V���Á�R�R�U�V���I�R�U���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���\�H�D�U�V�����D���V�O�H�Z���R�I���K�L�S�S�\��
�I�D�J�V���D�Q�G���I�D�L�U�L�H�V���O�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���H�L�J�K�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�J�U�X�Q�J�H���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�V���R�Y�H�U�U�D�Q���L�W���D�O�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Q�L�Q�H�W�L�H�V��

���I�U�R�P���´�7�K�H���&�U�H�D�P�V�L�F�N�O�H���µ���E�\���5�K�L�D�Q�Q�R�Q���$�U�J�R��
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to the extent that the plot’s perilous twists and menacing 
treacheries are almost secondary to how the sexual, po-
litical and karmic tones of Thailand are captured with an 
outsider’s wise eye. As much travel memoir as mystery, 
this tenth in a series spanning three decades is supremely 
satisfying as both.  

“Sprout,” by Dale Peck. 
Bloomsbury USA, 288 
pages, $16.99 hardcover.

Not so many months ago, 
�3�H�F�N�·�V�� �V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\�� �K�R�U�U�L�À�F����
�Y�L�V�F�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �W�H�U�U�L�À�F�� �´�%�R�G�\��
Surfing” was released. 
This young adult nov-
el, the author’s first, is 
work of a kindler, gentler 
sort. It’s the charming 
yet sharp-edged story of 
16-year-old, openly gay 
�'�D�Q�L�H�O���´�6�S�U�R�X�W�µ���%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G��
�²���´�V�S�U�R�X�W�µ���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���K�D�V��
�G�H�À�D�Q�W�O�\�� �G�\�H�G�� �K�L�V�� �K�D�L�U�� �D��
lush green – as he navigates the very square halls of his 
rural Kansas high school with snarky self-assurance and a 
�Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\���H�Q�G�H�D�U�L�Q�J�O�\���E�H�\�R�Q�G���K�L�V���\�H�D�U�V�����0�R�U�H���D�Q���´�R�X�W�����V�R��
what” than a classic coming out story, Peck’s invigorating 
YA effort embraces numerous tropes of the genre – beloved 
dead mother, emotionally absent and alcoholic father, best 
�J�L�U�O�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �Z�K�R�� �´�J�H�W�V�µ�� �K�L�P���� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�H�D�F�K�H�U�� �Z�K�R��
detects talent under a smartass surface, sex on the side with 
a jock hunk, eventual bonding with another boy, unlikely 
�R�X�W�V�L�G�H�U���Z�K�R���Z�L�Q�V���6�S�U�R�X�W�·�V���K�H�D�U�W�����%�X�W���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�G���U�L�F�K���Q�R�Y�H�O��
imbues these sometime stereotypes with extra dimension, 
adding complexity to a plucky adolescent’s earnest search 
for illusive love and settled self-knowledge.

“Moral Panics, Sex Panics: Fear and the Fight Over Sexual 
Rights,” edited by Gilbert Herdt. NYU Press, 304 pages, $24 
paper.

When it comes to such issues as sex education in schools 
and same-sex marriage, AIDS prevention and private-use 
pornography, or black sexuality and abortion rights, the 
response from the political and the Christian right is, unerr-
ingly, honed self-righteous hypocrisy and focus-grouped 
hysterical panic. For cultural and sexual activists, challeng-
ing the manufactured panic around these matters is a given. 
In this six-essay collection, with an astute introduction 
from editor Herdt, social scientists and scholars of sexual-
ity (more of them women than men) dissect where such 
loathing for personal freedoms originates, how maniacally 
it is deployed and whether there is an effective response 
to the fomented onslaught of anti-woman, anti-gay and 
anti-sexual moral Puritanism. For lay readers, this study’s 
prescription for taking the offensive high ground against 
the fundamentalists’ low-blow denial of rights may well 
�E�H���K�H�D�Y�\���J�R�L�Q�J�����%�X�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���F�R�P-
mitted to the progressive struggle for cultural and sexual 
�I�U�H�H�G�R�P�V���Z�L�O�O���À�Q�G���V�P�D�U�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���D�Q�G���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���D�G�Y�L�F�H���L�Q���D��
timely academic call to arms.

Footnotes

E. LYNN HARRIS, ���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���R�I���������´�1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���7�L�P�H�V�µ��
bestselling books – a feat no other gay author has accom-
plished – died in his sleep July 23 while touring in Califor-
�Q�L�D���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���K�L�V���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W���Q�R�Y�H�O�����´�%�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O���-�R�Q�H�V���µ��
apparently of heart failure. Harris, who in 1991 peddled his 
�À�U�V�W���V�H�O�I���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���Q�R�Y�H�O�����´�,�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���/�L�I�H���µ���W�R���$�W�O�D�Q�W�D���D�U�H�D��
beauty salons from the trunk of his car, has two more nov-
�H�O�V���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G�����´�%�O�D�P�H���,�W���R�Q���W�K�H���6�X�Q�����µ���D���-�X�O�\���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����D�Q�G��
�´�0�D�P�D���'�H�D�U�H�V�W���µ���G�X�H���L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���²���W�K�R�X�J�K���K�L�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U����

Simon & Schuster, has no 
listed information, and a 
tentative publication date, 
about the second book... 
�)�,�1�$�1�&�,�$�/�� �8�1�&�(�5-
TAINTY IS facing two 
of America’s dwindling 
�Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���/�*�%�7�4���E�R�R�N-
�V�W�R�U�H�V�����*�L�R�Y�D�Q�Q�L�·�V���5�R�R�P��
in Philadelphia, the oldest 
surviving gay bookshop, 
is turning to customer 
support to help cover the 
$50,000 cost of rebuild-
ing a structurally unsound 
outside wall – though the 
store will remain open 
during reconstruction, 
�V�D�\�V���R�Z�Q�H�U���(�G���+�H�U�P�D�Q�F�H�����0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�����W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���R�I���&�R�P-
�P�R�Q���*�U�R�X�Q�G���%�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H���L�Q���$�Q�Q���$�U�E�R�U���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���H�P�D�L�O�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��
customers seeking donations in order to stay open – the 
�V�K�R�S���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���.�H�L�W�K���2�U�U���D�Q�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q���&�R�Q�W�U�H�U�D�V��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���V�D�Y�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���S�U�R�À�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���������6�&�,�(�1�&�(���)�,�&�7�,�2�1���D�Q�G���P�\�V�W�H�U�\���Z�U�L�W�H�U���1�L�F�R�O�D��
�*�U�L�I�À�W�K���D�Q�G���6�F�R�W�W���&�U�D�Q�L�Q�����H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���D�Q�G���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���G�L�U�H�F-
�W�R�U���D�W���7�/�$���(�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W���*�U�R�X�S�����D�U�H���Q�H�Z���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�/�D�P�E�G�D���/�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V���E�R�D�U�G���R�I���W�U�X�V�W�H�H�V�����M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U�� �5�L�F�H���� �Y�L�F�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �/�L�Q�G�D�� �+�L�O�O����
treasurer Teresa de Crescenzo, secretary Judith Markowitz, 
�D�Q�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���9�����)�R�U�U�H�V�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K���:���� �/�X�Q�G���D�Q�G��
James A. Yokley.

Richard Labonte has been reading, editing, selling, and writing 
about queer literature since the mid-‘70s. He can be reached in 
care of this publication or at BookMarks@qsyndicate.com.

E. Lynn Harris
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Suits and 
the City
Between The Lines will 
be sponsoring the Sept. 
2 gathering of Suits and 
the City.

Plans are set to meet from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Harry’s Place (Westside).
To learn more visit the 
Suits Web site or Facebook 
page.

www.suitsandthecity.org

SAVE THE DATE
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BY DONALD V. CALAMIA & 
D. A. BLACKBURN

Since 2004, women thespians 
throughout Southeast Michigan have 
joined together to stage an annual festival 
of plays to showcase the work of female 
directors. The event has morphed from 
“Pandora’s Box Fest” (a small fundraiser 
in Ann Arbor) to “BoxFest Detroit ’09” (a 
greatly expanded, three-weekend event at 
The Furniture Factory in Detroit) – and 
recent festivals have helped a handful of 
women knock down the doors to what has 
traditionally been a male-
dominated bastion in Michi-
gan’s slice of the professional 
theater industry.

Critics Donald V. Cala-
mia and D.A. Blackburn at-
tended the opening weekend 
of “BoxFest Detroit ’09” and 
reviewed 14 plays (ranging 
from approximately 10 min-
utes to an hour each) with 
but one singular objective: 
to see how well these novice 
and up-and-coming directors 
interpreted and staged their plays.

The plays are divided into hour-long 
“boxes” of time spread out over two days, 
with a brief intermission in-between each 
box. So you can see one box or see them all. 
The result, the two critics agree, is a rather 
fun and engaging visit to the theater!

 BOX 1:}
The challenge for both director Jaime 

Moyer and actress Jill Dion was to take 
Kelly Rossi’s three “Monologues” and 
create three totally different and interest-
ing characters from them – and they did 
so with great success. The opening scene 
about a mother who obsesses over making 
school lunches every day warmed the audi-
ence for the best of the three: a morality 
tale about a turtle who wants to live like a 
snake. The third monologue was hampered 
somewhat by a weak ending supplied by 
the playwright, but Dion and Moyer rode 
the character’s emotional roller coaster 
quite well.

Possibly the best production of the 
festival is “The Opal Show,” written by 
playwright Kim Carney and directed by 
Shannon Ferrante, which reveals the truth 
behind a TV-obsessed woman’s interroga-
tion at the local police station. Although the 
one-act play stars only two actors - Sarah 
Switanowski as Opal and Bryan Lark as 
Vito – the story unfolds with the help of 
a handful of other characters, all of whom 
are invisible (and silent) to the audience. 
So the trick is to make a two-way (or 
three-way) conversation with unseen 
and unheard characters believable. And 
amazingly, they do, as Ferrante has tightly 
staged every glance, every turn of the head 
and every vocal and physical reaction her 
actors deliver. As a result, Switanowski and 
Lark give possibly their best performances 
I’ve ever seen.

 BOX 2:}
One of the most intriguing offerings 

of this year’s festi-
val has to be “Fabula 
Rasa” by Joanna Hast-
ings, directed by Jackie 
Strez. Hastings’ script 
is a surreal experience, 

which unfolds like a dream (read: night-
mare) sequence. The play is populated by 
some very lyrical – if a bit nonsensical – 
dialogue and four challenging characters. 
In the director’s capable hands, “Fabula 
Rasa” bounds to life full of thoughtful cho-
reography, clever costuming and makeup 
and bold characterizations. Central to the 
work’s success is the role of Archimedes 
Montezuma, who charts a broad emotional 
spectrum while leaving a performer in 
some very vulnerable positions. Todd Min-
�Q�H�K�D�Q�� �P�D�N�H�V�� �D�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�� �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�N�����D�Q�G���J�H�W�V���¿�Q�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���&�K�U�L�V�W�D��
Coulter, Joe Katrein and Bridget Michael. 
“Fabula Rasa” leans heavily towards the 
realm of experimental theater, but for those 
who like to step out of the proverbial box, 
�L�W�¶�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���S�U�R�Y�R�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�D�F�N�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿-
cant emotional punch.

 BOX 3:}
Fresh from the recent presidential 

election comes “Something Called Amer-
ica,” a humorous satire about a televised 
presidential debate that morphs from the 
typical “answers-free” responses from the 
candidates to their deepest, darkest beliefs 
bubbling to the surface. Director Elaine 
Hendriks Smith has cast her show well, 
with two seemingly polar opposites for 
the candidates (Eric Maher as a smarmy 
and overly-groomed senator, and Andrea 
Scobie as a dykish, Hilary Clinton-esque 
governor). And you can’t help but pity 
moderator Gerrick Reidenbach, whose 
frustration and disbelief builds as the de-
bate descends into madness.

Another festival highlight is the 
absurdist “Speed Dating” by Audra Lord. 
Three lonely and emotionally damaged 
�Z�R�P�H�Q���J�R���R�Q���D���7�9���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���V�K�R�Z���W�R���¿�Q�G���D��
date, but their expectations are dashed by 
the equally damaged men they encounter. 
Director Frannie Shepherd-Bates’ vision is 
nicely executed by six actors who deliver 
a wide range of intriguing, well-developed 
characters. (Morgan Chard will especially 

break your heart, while Lisa Mellin will 
bust your balls just as easily. And Dave 
Davies gets laughs without having to say 
a word.) The pace is brisk, but the script 
could use some judicious trimming.

 BOX 4:}
A wonderful character study staged 

by Alison Christy opens Box 4. “Life as We 
Knew It” by Jake Christensen and Alexis 
�&�D�L�Q���¿�Q�G�V���W�Z�R���V�L�V�W�H�U�V�����.�D�W�L�H���*�D�O�D�]�N�D���D�Q�G��
�.�H�O�O�\���5�R�V�V�L�����D�W���D���S�V�\�F�K�L�D�W�U�L�V�W�¶�V���R�I�¿�F�H���F�R�Q-
fronting their different reactions to their 
father’s recent death. I saw this play twice 
(and sat on opposite sides of the house), 
and a brief directorial decision bothered 
me both times: a movement downstage by 
the shrink that blocks parts of the audience 
from observing the reactions of one of the 
sisters during a critical conversation.

Not even the delicious Jessalyn 
Brooks could improve the “Big Game” by 
Molly Thomas. Direction by Diviin Huff 
is lackluster, and the action – a married 
couple argues over scheduling the concep-
tion of their baby – utilizes far too much of 
the space than it should have. (Either their 
living/family room is devoid of furniture, 
or they live in a mansion!) Plus, it seemed 
the least rehearsed of all the shows.

Another gem is the heavenly “Squish-
er’s Atonement” by Jacquelyn Priskorn. A 
recently deceased (and now disoriented) 
woman (Linda Rabin Hammell) suddenly 
�¿�Q�G�V���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�¶�V���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���U�R�R�P�����,�W�¶�V��
a delightful comedy with plenty of twists 
�D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D���Z�H�E���R�I���¿�Q�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V��
by Hammell, Christa Coulter and Robert 
Hotchkiss. Direction by Molly McMahon 
couldn’t be better.

“Strip Club” by Kristen Wagner is 
every stripper’s nightmare: What if your 
parents showed up to show their support 
for your new job? Director Linda Rabin 
Hammell shows a new and gutsy side of 
herself with this brief, but funny endeavor 
that stars Kelly Rossi as the embarrassed 
stripper. Even the set change that opens the 
performance is fun to watch!

To read the complete review, log on to www.
EncoreMichigan.com or www.pridesource.
com.

“BoxFest Detroit ’09” celebrates women directors through Aug. 22.  Photo: 
Boxfest

Stuf�ng the box: 14 plays (and 
two critics) at ‘BoxFest ’09’

 ‘BoxFest 
Detroit ‘09’

At The Furniture Factory, 
4126 Third St, Detroit. 8 p.m. 
Friday and 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Saturday through Aug. 22. 
$10. 734-552-7535. For a 
complete schedule of plays: 

www.boxfestdetroit.com.
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�=�V�e�e�Z�c�^�c�\�hFor expanded listings visit www.pridesource.com

OUTINGS
Friday, Aug. 14
Dykes On Bikes Detroit, 10 a.m. The 
weather is changing and we are ready 
to ride! Ladies get out and ride with us. 
Contact the Detroit chapter of Dykes On 
Bikes for ride and meeting dates. Dykes 
On Bikes Detroit, Metro Detroit. www.
dykesonbikesdetroit.com

Wild West Weekend, 4 p.m. A weekend 
of fun with the LGBT country western 
group. Grand River Renegades, 
Fennville. 616-307-3921. activities@
grandriverrenegades.com. www.
grandriverrenegades.com

Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 
Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Gender Noise, 7 p.m. A safe space 
for LGBTQ youth to thrive through 
discussion, conversation and social 
activism. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Noche Latin@, 9 p.m. A monthly 
LGBT Latino Night, featuring different 
entertainment each month. Admission: 
$5 for non-members, free for members. 
Detroit Latin@z, 141 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. www.goaf�rmations.org

Midnight Movies Cult Classics, 11:30 
p.m. A series of classic midnight �lms 
shown on Five15’s big screen TV. Includes 
such favorites as “Valley of the Dolls,” 
“Die Mommie, Die” and “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” Five15 Media, Mojo and 
More, 515 S. Washington, Royal Oak. 
248-515-2551. www.�ve15.net

Saturday, Aug. 15
Coming Out Over Coffee, 10:30 a.m. A 
casual discussion group that explores all 
aspects of coming out to friends, family, 
neighbors and co-workers. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Youth Media Project, 5 p.m. A project 
looking for submissions from youth 
writers, poets and artists. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Drag Queen Bingo, 8 p.m. This ain’t 
your Grandma’s bingo! Five15, 515 S. 
Washington, Royal Oak. 248-515-2551.
info@�ve15.net. www.�ve15.net

Tuesday, Aug. 18
Tortoise Club, 6:30 p.m. A writers 
support group for people to share their 
work and get feedback. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Men’s Discussion Group, 7 p.m. An 
informal discussion and support group 
for gay and bisexual men. Light snacks 
provided. Perceptions Saginaw Valley, 
3100 N. Center Road, Saginaw. www.
perceptionssv.org 

Wednesday, Aug 18
Caring Partners Support Group  6:30 
p.m. Support group for caregivers who 
care for anyone in the LBGT community 
that has dementia or Alzheimer’s Disease. 
Alzheimers Association of Greater 
Michigan Chapter, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale . 248-398-7105. brolarrys@
comcast.net. www.goaf�rmations.org

Young @ Heart, 7 p.m. A space 
promoting socializing and conversation 
among those 45 and older. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Great Lakes Pride Band, 7:30 p.m. Held 
every Wednesday for rehearsals. Great 
Lakes Pride Band, 240 Marshall Ave., 
Lansing. www.greatlakesprideband.org

Thursday, Aug. 20
The 20 Somethings, 6:30 p.m. A 
new group of young adults who meet, 
collaborate and take action. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

LGBT Couples Meet-Up, 7 p.m. Meet 
other couples, learn relationship skills 
and get support. Snacks included. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Gender Non-Conformists, 7 p.m. 
A social and support group for those 
who transgress the gender binary. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

LGBT Youth Support Group, 7 p.m. A 
group structured for LGBT youth. Held in 
the board conference room. The Network, 
345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 616-458-
3511. www.the-lgbt-network.org

Friday, Aug. 21
Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 
Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Gender Noise, 7 p.m. A safe space 
for LGBTQ youth to thrive through 
discussion, conversation and social 
activism. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: 
“Laurel Canyon.” Christian Bale and 
Kate Beckinsale star in a drama about 
a couple whose lives get shaken up 
when they go to live at his mother’s old 

home – and his mother is still living 
there. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Noche Latin@, 9 p.m. A monthly 
LGBT Latino Night, featuring different 
entertainment each month. Admission: 
$5 for non-members, free for members. 
Detroit Latin@z, 141 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. www.goaf�rmations.org

Midnight Movies Cult Classics, 11:30 
p.m. A series of classic midnight �lms 
shown on Five15’s big screen TV. Includes 
such favorites as “Valley of the Dolls,” 
“Die Mommie, Die” and “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” Five15 Media, Mojo and 
More, 515 S. Washington, Royal Oak. 
248-515-2551. www.�ve15.net

Saturday, Aug. 22
Coming Out Over Coffee, 10:30 a.m. A 
casual discussion group that explores all 
aspects of coming out to friends, family, 
neighbors and co-workers. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

MUSIC & 
MORE
BENEFITS/SOCIAL EVENTS
Artcenter Traverse City “Traverse City 
Wine and Art Festival” Foods and wines 
from local wineries and restaurants, 
plus a juried �ne arts show. Tickets: 
$20. Grand Traverse Commons, Traverse 
City. 5 p.m. Aug. 22. www.lpwines.com/
tcwinefest

Detroit Central City Community Mental 
Health “Cruise for a Cause” A fundraiser 
for the DCC’s mental health services. 
Tickets: $150. Ovation Yacht, Jefferson 
Beach Marina, St. Clair Shores. 7 p.m. 
Aug. 21. 313-833-4610. www.dcccmh.
org

Happy Hounds Dog Day Care “Dog 
Extravaganza” Celebrating the �fth 
anniversary of Happy Hounds Dog Day 
Care with food and fun for dogs and 
humans. Happy Hounds, 673 S. Main, 
Plymouth. 11 a.m. Aug. 16. 734-459-
DOGS. www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

Henry Ford Museum “Blues, Brews and 
Local Roots BBQ” A BBQ cookout with the 
sounds of the Front Street Blues Band. 

Tickets: $65. Green�eld Village, 20900 
Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn. 6:30 p.m. Aug. 
13. 313-982-6001. www.thehenryford.
com

Preservation Wayne “Guided Walking 
Tours” A tour of nine historic venues, 
including the Fox Theatre, Detroit Opera 
House, Music Hall and more. Tickets: $40, 
which includes lunch. Historic Theatre 
District, Detroit. Aug. 15 - Aug. 15. 313-
577-3559. www.preservationwayne.org

CONCERTS
Flint Institute of Music “Music in the 
Parks” Motown night with the Flint 
Symphony Orchestra and The Contours. 
Free. Durant Hotel, Downtown, Flint. 7 
p.m. Aug. 14. www.the�m.org

Flint Institute of Music “Back to the 
Bricks Concert” A performance featuring 
the Flint Symphony Orchestra and The 
Contours, as part of the Back to the 
Bricks car cruise. Free. South Saginaw 
Street, Flint. 7 p.m. Aug. 14. 810-238-
1350. www.�m.org

Live Nation “Naked Brothers Band” 
Starring Nat and Alex Wolff. Tickets: 
$25 in advance. Clutch Cargo’s, 65 E. 
Huron, Pontiac. 6:30 p.m. Aug. 18. www.
livenation.com

Lowell Area Arts Council “Crossroads 
Blues Band” Part of the Showboat Sizzlin’ 
Summer Concerts series. Free. Riverwalk 
Plaza, Downtown, Lowell. 7 p.m. Aug. 20. 
616-897-8545. www.lowellartscouncil.
org

Motor City Casino “Gary Allan” With 
special guest Megan James. Tickets: 
$41-58. Sound Board Theater, Motor City 
Casino, Detroit. 8 p.m. Aug. 21. www.
motorcitycasino.com

Motor City Casino “Pat Benetar” With 
special guests Neil Giraldo and The 
Donnas. Tickets: $37.50-52.50. Sound 
Board Theater, Motor City Casino, Detroit. 
7:30 p.m. Aug. 16. www.motorcitycasino.
com

Motor City Casino “Boyz II Men” A 
concert by the hit group of the ‘90s, 
whose last album paid tribute to the 
artists of Motown. Tickets: $45.50-
49.50. Sound Board Theater, Motor City 
Casino, Detroit. 8 p.m. Aug. 14. www.
motorcitycasino.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment 
“blink-182” With special guests Fall Out 
Boy and Panic! At the Disco. Tickets: 
$23-55. DTE Energy Music Theatre, 7774 
Sashabaw, Clarkston. 7:30 p.m. Aug. 22. 
www.ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment 
“The B-52s” In support of their album 
“Funplex.” Tickets: $10-35. DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 7774 Sashabaw, 
Clarkston. 7:30 p.m. Aug. 20. www.
ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment “B.B. 
King” With special guest The Robert 
Cray Band. Tickets: $10-49.50. DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 7774 Sashabaw, 
Clarkston. 7:30 p.m. Aug. 19. www.
ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment “MC 
Hammer” With special guests Coolio 
and Tone Loc. Tickets: $10-35.50. DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 7774 Sashabaw, 
Clarkston. 7:30 p.m. Aug. 14. www.
ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment 
“Heaven & Hell” With special guest 
Coheed and Cambria. Tickets: $20-65. 
Meadow Brook Music Festival, 3554 
Walton Boulevard, Rochester Hills. 7 p.m. 
Aug. 21. www.ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment “AC/
DC” The Black Ice World Tour. Tickets: 
$92.50. Palace of Auburn Hills, 5 
Championship Drive, Auburn Hills. 7:30 
p.m. Aug. 16. www.ticketmaster.com

The Harbor House “Sky Covington and 
the Scott Reiter Trio” A jazz jam session 
and open mic. Held every Wednesday. 
Cover: $5. The Harbor House, 440 Clinton, 
Detroit. March 4 - Aug. 26. 313-967-
9900. 

Five15 Media, Mojo and More will begin hosting 
Midnight Movies: Cult favorites and classics at the 
Royal Oak-based store on Friday nights at the stroke 
of midnight. The public is invited to come and enjoy 
the free series of movies, which runs every Friday 
through Nov. 27. The second movie in the series, 
“Girls Will Be Girls,” will be shown Aug. 14. Come 
enjoy the movie along with pizza, snacks and good 
company. For the complete lineup of movies, visit 
�Z�Z�Z���À�Y�H�������Q�H�W���R�U���F�D�O�O����������������������������

See Music,  page 26



25�	�i�Ì�Ü�i�i�˜�Ê�/�…�i�Ê���ˆ�˜�i�Ã�Ê�U�Ê���Õ�}�Õ�Ã�Ì�Ê�£�Î�]�Ê�Ó�ä�ä�™

C U R T A I N C A L L ST h e a t e r CURTAIN CALLS @ pridesource.com

Elsewhere this issue: a team review of ‘BoxFest Detroit ‘09’

Text ur friends: ‘Kwame’ is back w/laughs

‘I Cain’t Say No’ to Encore’s ‘Oklahoma!’

No scandal in Novi: “Kwame a River 2: The Wrath 
of Conyers” is now open for laughs.  Photo: 
Andiamo Novi Theatre

 BY D. A. BLACKBURN

It’s not often that one arrives at a the-
�D�W�H�U���W�R���¿�Q�G���D���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z�V���Y�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�H�O�H�Y�L-
�V�L�R�Q���F�D�P�H�U�D�V���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�J�H�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V��
�L�V���Z�K�D�W���J�U�H�H�W�H�G���J�X�H�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�Q�G�L�D�P�R���1�R�Y�L��
�7�K�H�D�W�U�H���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���Q�L�J�K�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I��
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
�W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����³�.�Z�D�P�H���D���5�L�Y�H�U���������7�K�H���:�U�D�W�K��
�R�I���&�R�Q�\�H�U�V���´

�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�L�F�H��
�H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���� �³�.�Z�D�P�H�� �D�� �5�L�Y�H�U�����7�K�H��
�&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H�V���R�I���'�H�W�U�R�L�W�¶�V���+�L�S���+�R�S���0�D�\�R�U���´��
�L�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���V�K�R�F�N�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Z�U�L�W�H�U���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���0�D�U�F��
�:�D�U�]�H�F�K�D���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���U�H�Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K��
�D���V�H�T�X�H�O�����$�Q�G�����O�H�W�¶�V���I�D�F�H���L�W�����W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V��
�R�I���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���G�L�V�K���R�X�W���K�H�D�S�V��
�R�I���I�R�G�G�H�U���W�R���E�H���V�D�W�L�U�L�]�H�G�����%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���V�X�U-
�S�U�L�V�H���L�Q���V�W�R�U�H���I�R�U���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����³�7�K�H���:�U�D�W�K���R�I��
�&�R�Q�\�H�U�V�´���I�H�H�O�V���S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���I�U�H�V�K�����L�V���U�L�R�W�R�X�V�O�\��
�I�X�Q�Q�\���� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�Q�� �V�W�D�Q�G�� �D�O�R�Q�H�� ���L�Q�� �W�K�D�W���� �\�R�X��
�Q�H�H�G�� �Q�R�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �W�R�� �H�Q�M�R�\��

�W�K�H���V�H�T�X�H�O�����M�X�V�W���¿�Q�H��
�$�O�V�R�� �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �:�D�U�]�H�F�K�D���� �D��

�'�H�W�U�R�L�W���D�U�H�D���H�[���S�D�W���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V����
�K�D�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�K�R�F�N��
�I�X�O�O���R�I���W�L�P�H�O�\���O�R�F�D�O���V�D�W�L�U�H���±���D���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���G�\�V�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�R�H�V���S�O�D�\���R�X�W��
�R�Q���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�D�J�H��

�,�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���D�U�H�D��
�W�K�H�P�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\�V��
�W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�J�H�����W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�H�W���$�Q�W�¶�V���³�6�L�U�V�´���F�R�P�H�V��
�W�R���P�L�Q�G�������E�X�W���Q�R�Q�H���K�D�Y�H���Z�R�U�Q���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F-
�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���³�.�Z�D�P�H���D���5�L�Y�H�U�´���I�U�D�Q-
�F�K�L�V�H�����:�D�U�]�H�F�K�D�¶�V���V�K�R�Z�V���D�U�H���S�D�F�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �S�R�S�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O��
�D�V�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�K�H�P�H�G�� �V�D�W�L�U�H�� �W�R�U�Q�� �V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H�V�����W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���V�X�E���J�H�Q�U�H���R�I��
�O�R�F�D�O�O�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���F�R�P�H�G�\���W�R���Q�H�Z���K�H�L�J�K�W�V��

�$�Q�G�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �L�W�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �W�R�� �:�D�U�]�H�F�K�D�¶�V��
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����Q�R���S�X�E�O�L�F���¿�J�X�U�H���L�V���V�D�I�H��

�0�R�Q�L�F�D�� �&�R�Q�\�H�U�� ���S�O�D�\�H�G�� �E�\���$�P�L�V�H������
�.�Z�D�P�H�� �.�L�O�S�D�W�U�L�F�N�� ���-�D�P�D�D�O�� �+�L�Q�H�V���� �D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�� �U�H�V�W�� �R�I�� �'�H�W�U�R�L�W�¶�V�� �F�L�W�\�� �F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �D�O�O�� �W�D�N�H��
�L�W���R�Q���W�K�H���F�K�L�Q�����E�X�W���R�W�K�H�U���Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���O�R�F�D�O�V��
�±�� �W�K�H�� �%�H�U�Q�V�W�H�L�Q�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�����$�U�H�W�K�D�� �)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q����
�.�L�G�� �5�R�F�N���� �*�H�R�I�I�U�H�\�� �)�L�H�J�H�U���� �H�W�F���� �±�� �D�O�V�R��
�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �S�X�Q�F�K�� �O�L�Q�H�V�� �L�Q�� �V�R�P�H�� �V�F�D�W�K�L�Q�J�O�\��

�I�X�Q�Q�\���M�R�N�H�V��
�:�D�U�]�H�F�K�D�¶�V�� �F�D�V�W�� �K�D�V�� �D�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �F�R-

�P�H�G�L�F�� �F�K�H�P�L�V�W�U�\���� �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �U�R�O�H��
�W�R�� �U�R�O�H���� �D�Q�G�� �M�R�N�H�� �W�R�� �M�R�N�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�D�V�H���� �E�X�W��
�D�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H�\�� �O�D�F�N��
�P�X�V�L�F�D�O�L�W�\���±���H�[�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���$�Y�D���5�R�G�J�H�U�V�����Z�K�R��
�V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H�V���D���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���Y�R�L�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W��
�W�K�H���V�K�R�Z�����+�H�U���W�X�U�Q���D�V���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�Z�R�P�D�Q���0�D�U-
�W�K�D�� �5�H�H�Y�H�V�� �P�D�N�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �I�X�Q�Q�\����
�D�Q�G���P�X�V�L�F�D�O�����V�F�H�Q�H�V��

�$�V�� �&�R�Q�\�H�U�V���� �$�P�L�V�H�¶�V�� �S�R�U�W�U�D�\�D�O�� �L�V��
�V�S�R�W���R�Q���� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �F�D�U�L�F�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I��
�W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�Z�R�P�D�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �J�R�L�Q�J��
�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���W�R�S�����2�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����W�K�H���U�H�D�O���&�R�Q�\�H�U�V��
�K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���K�H�U���O�R�W�V���R�I���K�L�O�D�U�L�R�X�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���W�R��
�H�P�X�O�D�W�H���� �$�P�L�V�H�¶�V�� �O�L�J�K�W�Q�L�Q�J���I�D�V�W�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V��
�L�Q�� �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�U�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W��
�G�H�P�H�D�Q�R�U�� �R�Q�� �V�W�D�J�H�� �D�U�H�� �D�� �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�� �¿�W�� �I�R�U��
�W�K�H���U�R�O�H��

�+�L�Q�H�V���� �Z�K�R�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�O�D�\�H�G�� �.�Z�D�P�H�� �L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���� �J�L�Y�H�V�� �D�� �¿�Q�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �R�Q��
�K�L�V���R�Z�Q�����E�X�W���L�W�¶�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�V�K�R�Z�¶�V�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �W�Z�R�� �P�H�Q���� �5�H�Q�H�O�O�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O��
�:�K�L�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �-�D�V�R�Q�� �(�F�K�R�O�V�� ���D�V�� �&�R�O�H�P�D�Q��
�<�R�X�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �'�H�Q�Q�L�V���$�U�F�K�H�U���� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\������
�W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�H�V���K�L�V���E�H�V�W�����7�K�H�L�U���F�K�H�P�L�V�W�U�\�� �D�Q�G��
�W�L�P�L�Q�J���D�U�H���V�X�S�H�U�E��

�6�K�D�U�R�Q�� �%�U�R�R�N�V�� �L�V���� �O�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H���� �D�� �I�L�Q�H��
�H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H�� �S�O�D�\�H�U���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H��
�D�V���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U���*�U�D�Q�K�R�O�P��

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�G���� �L�W�¶�V�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�� �W�K�D�W��
�'�H�W�U�R�L�W�¶�V�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �K�D�V�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �Q�R�W�H�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����$�I�W�H�U���D�O�O�����W�K�H�\���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q���W�K�H��
�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���W�K�D�W���V�S�D�Z�Q�H�G���³�.�Z�D�P�H���D���5�L�Y�H�U��������
�7�K�H���:�U�D�W�K���R�I���&�R�Q�\�H�U�V�´���G�D�\���L�Q���D�Q�G���G�D�\���R�X�W����
�$�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�I�X�Q�Q�\�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�J�D�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �'�H�W�U�R�L�W��
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V

R E V I E W

‘Kwame a River 
2: The Wrath of 

Conyers’
Andiamo Novi Theatre, 42705 Grand River 
Ave., Novi. Wednesday - Sunday through 

Oct. 25. $15-$20. 1-800-745-3000.  
www.ticketmaster.com

BY DONALD V. CALAMIA

�,�� �V�X�V�S�H�F�W�� �P�R�V�W�� �W�K�H�D�W�H�U�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
�Q�H�Y�H�U�� �D�G�P�L�W�� �W�K�L�V���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�X�V�L�F�D�O�� �³�2�N�O�D-
�K�R�P�D���´���K�R�O�G�V���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���P�\���K�H�D�U�W��

�6�X�U�H���� �E�\�� �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���� �W�K�H�� �S�O�R�W��
�V�H�H�P�V���W�R���K�R�O�G���O�L�W�W�O�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�F�H���W�R���P�R�G�H�U�Q��
�G�D�\�� �O�L�I�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�V�W���S�D�F�H�G�� �����V�W�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\����
���'�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Z�E�R�\�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�R�[�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�V�"�� �1�R��
�Z�D�\�������%�X�W���L�Q���������������³�2�N�O�D�K�R�P�D���´���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G��
�W�K�H�� �W�H�D�P�� �R�I�� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�� �5�R�G�J�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �2�V�F�D�U��
�+�D�P�P�H�U�V�W�H�L�Q���,�,�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���P�X�V�L-
�F�D�O���W�K�H�D�W�H�U���Z�D�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�������7�K�H���V�W�U�L�Q�J��
�R�I���P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H�����K�X�P�P�D�E�O�H���W�X�Q�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V��
�V�K�R�Z���±���H�Y�H�Q���������S�O�X�V���\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U���±���D�W�W�H�V�W�V��
�W�R���W�K�D�W����

�3�O�X�V�����L�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���,���H�Y�H�U��
�V�D�Z���±���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U�����,���V�W�L�O�O��
�F�D�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���W�K�D�W���V�O�L�F�N���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
�R�X�W���R�I���P�\���K�H�D�G�����7�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�D�Q���E�H���V�D�L�G���D�E�R�X�W��
�W�K�H�� �N�L�F�N���D�V�V�� �¿�Q�D�O�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �O�D�V�W�� �Q�L�J�K�W�¶�V�� �S�H�U-
�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���D�W���7�K�H���(�Q�F�R�U�H���0�X�V�L�F�D�O���7�K�H�D�W�U�H��
�L�Q���'�H�[�W�H�U�������,�W�¶�V���V�W�L�O�O���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�Q�G���R�X�W���R�I��
�P�\���P�L�Q�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������� �K�R�X�U�V���O�D�W�H�U���±���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���G�R���V�R���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\��
�K�R�X�U�V���P�R�U�H����

�,�Q�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �O�D�V�W���I�H�Z�� �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���� �D�O�O���R�I�� �W�K�H��
�K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N���E�\���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���F�K�R�U�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U���%�D�U-
�E�D�U�D���)�����&�X�O�O�H�Q���D�Q�G���K�H�U���H�D�J�H�U�����H�Q�H�U�J�H�W�L�F���F�D�V�W��
�F�D�P�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���S�D�L�G���R�I�I���Z�L�W�K���D���U�R�X�V�L�Q�J��
�¿�Q�D�O�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���P�D�Q�\�� �L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���)�U�L�G�D�\��
�Q�L�J�K�W���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���V�P�L�O�L�Q�J�����F�O�D�S�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�L�Q�J-
�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J�������7�R���V�D�\���W�K�H�\���O�R�Y�H�G���L�W���±���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��
�W�K�H���P�R�U�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\��

�F�U�R�Z�G���±���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W����
�%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���D���I�H�Z���E�X�P�S�V���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H��

�G�X�V�W�\���W�U�D�L�O���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�D�W���S�R�L�Q�W��
�8�Q�L�T�X�H���D�P�R�Q�J���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V��

�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �(�Q�F�R�U�H�� �E�O�H�Q�G�V��
�%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\�� �Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �(�T�X�L�W�\�� �D�F-
�W�R�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �E�U�R�D�G�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �D�P�D�W�H�X�U�� �W�K�H�V-
�S�L�D�Q�V���I�U�R�P���O�R�F�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�D�W�¶�V�� �D�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �Z�D�\�� �I�R�U��
�X�S���D�Q�G���F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �D�U�W�L�V�W�V���W�R���J�D�L�Q���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���D���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���R�Q�V�W�D�J�H��
�U�H�V�X�O�W�� �L�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �D�Q�� �X�Q�H�Y�H�Q�� �P�L�[�� �R�I�� �W�D�O�H�Q�W��
�D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O��

�7�K�D�W���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�L�O�\���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���O�D�V�W���Q�L�J�K�W����
�P�R�V�W�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S-
�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���Y�R�F�D�O���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q��

�:�K�H�U�H�D�V���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���S�U�R�V���D�O�O���F�U�H�D�W-
�H�G���I�X�O�O�\���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�Q�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�D�E�O�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V����
�D���I�H�Z���R�W�K�H�U�V���J�D�Y�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H��
�V�L�P�S�O�\���³�W�R�R���O�D�U�J�H���´���Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�X�V�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�R��
�V�W�D�Q�G���R�X�W���I�R�U���D�O�O���W�K�H���Z�U�R�Q�J���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �K�H�U�� �G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�S�S�H�G��
�L�Q���D�Q�G���R�X�W���R�I���K�H�U���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��

�0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H���� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �\�R�X�Q�J�H�U��

�H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�D�U�H�O�\���E�H���K�H�D�U�G��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�R�X�U�W�K���U�R�Z���±���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���R�U��
�V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J��

�%�X�W�� �Z�K�D�W�� �P�R�V�W�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U��
�D�E�R�X�W�� �P�X�V�L�F�D�O�V�� �L�V�Q�¶�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�F�W�L�Q�J���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H��
�V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �±�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�¶�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H��
�W�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �³�2�N�O�D�K�R�P�D���´�� �V�K�L�Q�H�V����
�&�X�O�O�H�Q�¶�V���F�K�R�U�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���L�V���V�X�S�H�U�E�����D�Q�G���K�H�U��
�F�D�V�W�� �±�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �V�P�L�O�L�Q�J���� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���±���H�[�H�F�X�W�H�V���L�W���À�D�Z�O�H�V�V�O�\�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�L�V�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �O�D�X�G�D�E�O�H���� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �F�K�R�U�H-
�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�� �W�R�� �P�R�Y�H��
������ �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �V�W�D�J�H������
�$�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Y�R�L�F�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�� �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\�� �V�X�L�W�H�G��
�W�R���W�K�H���V�F�R�U�H��

�1�R�W�D�E�O�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�U�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� ����������
�:�L�O�G�H�� �$�Z�D�U�G�V�� �Q�R�P�L�Q�H�H�� �5�X�V�W�\�� �0�H�Z�K�D��
���&�X�U�O�\�������Z�K�R���Z�D�V���E�R�U�Q���W�R���S�O�D�\���W�K�H���F�R�Z�E�R�\��
�Z�K�R���J�L�Y�H�V���X�S���K�L�V���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�P�D�Q��
�K�H���O�R�Y�H�V�����/�L�]���*�U�L�I�¿�W�K���D�V���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���R�I���K�L�V���O�L�I�H����
�/�D�X�U�H�\�����6�H�E�D�V�W�L�D�Q���*�H�U�V�W�Q�H�U���D�V���:�L�O�O���3�D�U�N�H�U����
�6�D�U�D�K���/�L�W�]�V�L�Q�J�H�U�����Z�K�R�V�H���S�X�F�N�L�V�K���$�G�R���$�Q-
�Q�L�H�� �L�V�� �V�L�P�S�O�\�� �G�H�O�L�J�K�W�I�X�O���� �*�D�Y�U�L�H�O�� �6�D�Y�L�W����
�Z�K�R�V�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J�O�\���G�H�H�S���Y�R�L�F�H���K�H�O�S�V���V�K�D�G�H��
�W�K�H���P�X�F�K���I�H�D�U�H�G���-�X�G���)�U�\���Z�L�W�K���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�D�\-
�H�U�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���6�W�H�Y�H���'�H�%�U�X�\�Q�H�����Z�K�R��
�M�R�L�Q�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�D�V�W�� �D�V�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J�� �V�D�O�H�V�P�D�Q���$�O�L��
�+�D�N�L�P���R�Q�O�\���D���Z�H�H�N���R�U���V�R���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G�� �J�L�Y�H�V�� �D�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�W�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �I�U�R�P��
�V�W�D�U�W���W�R���¿�Q�L�V�K��

�&�R�V�W�X�P�H�V�� �E�\�� �&�R�O�O�H�H�Q�� �0�H�\�H�U�� �D�U�H��
�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�� �±�� �D�O�E�H�L�W�� �D�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �W�R�R�� �Q�H�Z��
�D�Q�G�� �F�O�H�D�Q�� �I�R�U�� �V�W�U�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Z�E�R�\�V�� �D�Q�G��
�I�D�U�P�H�U�V��

R E V I E W

‘Oklahoma!’
The Encore Musical Theatre, 3126 Broad 

St., Dexter. Thursday-Sunday through 
Aug. 23. $28. 734-268-6200. www.

theencoretheatre.org
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�Š��Music
Continued from p. 24

DANCE
Wayne State University “Motor City Tap 
Fest” Four days of master tap classes 
and performances. See Web site for 
details. Old Main Building, Wayne State 
University, Detroit. 9 a.m. Aug. 20. www.
motorcitytapfest.com

FESTIVALS
Woodward Dream Cruise Executive 
Board “Woodward Dream Cruise” 
The annual one-day celebration of car 
culture with over 40,000 muscle cars, 
street rods, custom, collection and 
special interest vehicles. Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale to Pontiac. 9 a.m. Aug. 15. 
www.woodwarddreamcruise.com

FILM & VIDEO
Detroit Science Center “The Alps” Tells 
the true story of John Harlin III and his 
quest to climb the mountain that took 
his father’s life. Tickets: $13.95 adults, 
$11.95 seniors and children. IMAX 
Theatre, 5020 John R. Street, Detroit. 
Aug. 7 - Aug. 31. 313-577-8400. www.
detroitsciencecenter.org 

Michigan Theater “The Black Stallion” 
The 1979 �lm starring Mickey Rooney. 
Tickets: $9 adults, $7 students, seniors 
and veterans. Michigan Theater, 603 E. 
Liberty, Ann Arbor. 1:30 p.m. Aug. 23, 
7 p.m. Aug. 25. 734-668-8137. www.
michtheater.org

Michigan Theater “A Hard Day’s Night” 
Starring 1960s pop group The Beatles. 
Tickets: $9 adults, $7 students, seniors 
and veterans. Michigan Theater, 603 E. 
Liberty, Ann Arbor. 1:30 p.m. Aug. 16, 
7 p.m. Aug. 18. 734-668-8137. www.
michtheater.org

Penn Theater “The Apple Dumpling 
Gang” Starring Bill Bixby, Don Knotts and 
Tim Conway. All seats $3. Penn Theatre, 
760 Penniman Ave., Plymouth. 1 p.m. 
Aug. 20, 7 p.m. Aug. 20. 734-453-0870. 
www.penntheatre.com

Penn Theater “Babe” Starring James 
Cromwell. All seats $3. Penn Theatre, 760 
Penniman Ave., Plymouth. 1 p.m. Aug. 
13, 7 p.m. Aug. 13. 734-453-0870. www.
penntheatre.com

OTHER
826michigan “How To Write Like I 
Do” Critiquing Contemporary Cinema. 
A writing workshop with Jeff Meyers 
and Corey Hall. Registration fee: $60. 
826michigan, 115 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 6 
p.m. Aug. 20. www.826michigan.org

826michigan “How To Write Like I 
Do” Write Yourself Into Existence: A 

Memoir Bootcamp. A writing workshop 
with Julia Smilie and Jennifer Traig. 
Registration fee: $60. 826michigan, 115 
E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 6 p.m. Aug. 13. 
www.826michigan.org

SHOWS
Olympia Entertainment “Mike Bonner’s 
Detroit Live” With Mike Bonner, Martini 
Harris, Bill Hill and Mike Blackson. 
Tickets: $20. City Theatre, 2301 
Woodward Ave., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. 
Aug. 14, 10:30 p.m. Aug. 14. www.
ticketmaster.com

Wayne County Land Bank “Arab 
American Comedy Show” The third 
annual show featuring Arab-American 
comedians. Tickets: $100-150. Ford 
Community and Performing Arts Center, 
15801 Michigan Ave., Dearborn. 7 p.m. 
Aug. 14, 7 p.m. Aug. 15. www.mizna.tv

THEATER
BENEFITS AND FUNDRAISERS
Starry Night A night of music with “stars” 
from Mason to New York. $18 prepaid 
reservation; $20 at the door. Starlight 
Theatre, Waverly East Intermediate 
School, 3131 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
Aug. 21 - 22. 517-243-6040. www.
starlightdinnertheatre.info

FESTIVALS
Renegade Theatre Festival A FREE 
festival with 17 different productions 
plus music over three nights and 
one afternoon from Aug. 20-22 in 
various Old Town Lansing locations 
on Turner Street, Grand River Avenue, 
and Washington. Aug. 20 -  22. http://
renegadetheatrefestival.org

CIVIC/COMMUNITY THEATER
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast $12 
adults, $8 students. Teenage Musicals 
Inc., Midland Center for the Arts, 1801 W. 
St. Andrews Rd., Midland. Aug. 13 - 16. 
989-631-8250. www.mcfta.org

Hellcab $10-$15. Ann Arbor Civic 
Theatre, A2CT Studio Theater, 322 W. Ann 
St., Ann Arbor. Aug. 21 - 23. 734-971-
2228. www.a2ct.org

No Sex Please, We’re British $9-$10. 
The Barn Theatre, 242 S. Ridge St., Port 
Sanilac. Aug. 13 -  22. 810-622-9114 . 
www.barntheatre.net

Rent: The School Edition $10 adults; 
$8 students & seniors. Friends of Taylor 
Youth Theater, Trenton Village Theatre, 
2447 W. Jefferson, Trenton. Aug. 14 - 15. 
313-303-5269.

PROFESSIONAL THEATER
A Sleeping Country Previews Aug. 20-
21. $18-$27. Tipping Point Theatre, 361 
E. Cady St., Northville. Aug. 20 - Sep. 27. 
248-347-0003. www.tippingpointtheatre.
com

Big River $17. 8th Wonder Theatre, The 

Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 
Cherry Hill Rd., Canton. Through Aug. 
16. 734-972-4054. www.canton.mi.org/
villagetheater

Big River $29. Barn Theatre, 13351 W. 
M-96, Augusta. Through Aug. 23. 269-
731-4121. www.barntheatre.com

BoxFest Detroit ‘09 $10. BoxFest Detroit, 
The Furniture Factory, 4126 Third St, 
Detroit. Through Aug. 22. 734-552-7535. 
www.boxfestdetroit.com

Cmplt Wrks of Wm Shkspr...Abrdgd 
Plays in repertory. $8-$18. Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre, DeWitt Theatre, 141 E. 
12th St., Holland. Through Aug. 14. 616-
395-7890. www.hope.edu/hsrt

Dark Matter Late night every Friday 
& Saturday. $5. Go Comedy! Improv 
Theater, 261 E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 
248-327-0575. www.gocomedy.net

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change 
$20-$26. Tibbits Summer Theatre, 14 S. 
Hanchett St., Coldwater. Through Aug. 15. 
517-278-6029. www.tibbits.org

Julius Caesar Pigeon Creek 
Shakespeare Company, Christ 
Community Church, 225 E. Exchange St., 
Spring Lake. Aug. 20 - 22. 616-850-
0916. www.pcshakespeare.com

Kwame a River 2: The Wrath of Conyers 
$15-$20. Andiamo Novi Theatre, 42705 
Grand River Ave., Novi. Through Oct. 25. 
1-800-745-3000. www.ticketmaster.com

Little Women - the musical Plays 
in repertory. $8-$26. Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre, DeWitt Theatre, 141 E. 
12th St., Holland. Through Aug. 15. 616-
395-7890. www.hope.edu/hsrt

Lovers and Other Strangers $14-$16. 
Broadway Onstage Live Theatre, 21517 
Kelly Rd., Eastpointe. Through Aug. 22. 
586-771-6333. www.broadwayonstage.
com

Monday Nights @ Planet Ant $5. Planet 
Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff, Hamtramck. 
313-365-4948. www.planetant.com

Oklahoma! $28. The Encore Musical 
Theatre, 3126 Broad St., Dexter. 
Through Aug. 23. 734-268-6200. www.
theencoretheatre.org

Opera at The Acorn $25. The Acorn 
Theater, 107 Generations Dr., Three Oaks. 
8 p.m. Aug. 22. 269-756-3879. www.
acorntheater.com

Rent $10-$25. Who Wants Cake Theatre, 
The Ringwald Theatre, 22742 Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale. Aug. 21 - Sep. 28. 248-
545-5545. www.whowantscaketheatre.
com

Suds - The Rocking 60s Soap Opera 
Musical Plays in repertory. $8-$26. 
Hope Summer Repertory Theatre, 
Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 E 8th St., 
Holland. Through Aug. 13. 616-395-7890. 
www.hope.edu/hsrt

Sundays at Go Comedy! $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Super Happy Funtime Burlesque $10. 
The Acorn Theater, 107 Generations Dr., 
Three Oaks. 8 p.m. Aug. 20. 269-756-
3879. www.acorntheater.com

The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee $25-$38. Mason Street 
Warehouse, 400 Culver St., Saugatuck. 
Aug. 14 - Aug. 30. 269-857-4898. www.
masonstreetwarehouse.org

The Comedy of Errors Pigeon 
Creek Shakespeare Company, Christ 
Community Church, 225 E. Exchange St., 
Spring Lake. Aug. 21 - 23. 616-850-
0916. www.pcshakespeare.com

Thursdays at Go Comedy! $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Wake A world premiere. $25-$38. 
The Purple Rose Theatre, 137 Park St., 
Chelsea. Through Aug. 22. 734-433-
7673. www.purplerosetheatre.org

Wednesdays at Go Comedy! $5 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

On Aug. 16 from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., the Happy Hounds 
Dog Daycare facility in Plymoth will celebrate their 
�À�I�W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���Z�L�W�K���D���'�R�J���(�[�W�U�D�Y�D�J�D�Q�]�D��

Opened in August of 2004 by Plymouth resident and 
dog enthusiast Nancy Janoch, Happy Hounds has 
�E�H�H�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���O�R�\�D�O���F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V���I�R�U���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����Z�L�W�K���D��
�F�O�L�H�Q�W���E�D�V�H���R�I���R�Y�H�U�����������S�H�W���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���Z�K�R���W�U�X�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�W�V��
to Janoch and her team.

�$�Q�G���R�Q���$�X�J�������������S�R�R�F�K���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���D�Q�G���O�R�Y�H�U�V���F�D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U��
�W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���D�O�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V���G�R�J���D�O�O���G�D�\�����7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W��
�Z�L�O�O���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���Y�H�Q�G�R�U�V���I�U�R�P���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���G�R�J���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���E�X�V�L-
nesses, information about dog daycare and party treats 
for dogs – and their owners.

�)�R�U���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���'�R�J���(�[�W�U�D�Y�D�J�D�Q�]�D�����R�U���W�R��
learn more about doggy daycare, call 734-459-DOGS 
�R�U���Y�L�V�L�W���Z�Z�Z���K�D�S�S�\�K�R�X�Q�G�V�G�D�\�F�D�U�H���F�R�P��

EDITOR’S PICK
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EDITOR’S PICK

The most beloved family entertainment band in the 
world, The Wiggles, is setting out on their wildest 
adventure to date. The fab four from down under are 
back with a brand new lineup of songs from their latest 
album “The Wiggles Go Bananas,” including the smash 
hit “Monkey Man” featuring Australian pop sensation 
Kylie Minogue. The Wiggles, Captain Feathersword, 
Dorothy the Dinosaur, Henry the Octopus, Wags the 
Dog and all the Wiggly Dancers invite their fans to 
join them as they “Go Bananas Live!” at The Palace on 
Friday, Aug. 14 for two shows at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m.

Tickets ($12-$36.50) are on sale at Palacenet.com, 
�7�K�H���3�D�O�D�F�H���%�R�[���2�I�À�F�H���D�Q�G���D�O�O���7�L�F�N�H�W�P�D�V�W�H�U���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
Seating for tickets purchased at $39.50 will take place 
in the “hot potato seats” and will include an exclusive 
Wiggles giveaway.

Tickets may also be charged by phone by calling 
1-800-745-3000.

THEATER FOR YOUNG 
AUDIENCES
Charlotte’s Web Plays in repertory. 
$10. Hope Summer Repertory Theatre, 
DeWitt Theatre, 141 E. 12th St., Holland. 
Through Aug. 14. 616-395-7890. www.
hope.edu/hsrt

Click Clack Moo $10. Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre, DeWitt Theatre - 
Studio Theatre, 141 E. 12th St., Holland. 
Through Aug. 14. 616-395-7890. www.
hope.edu/hsrt

Thunderhoof and the Prince $7 adults; 
$5 children 15 and under. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr., Lansing. Aug. 
14 - Aug. 23. 517-482-5700. www.
riverwalktheatre.com

The Wiggles! Go Bananas Live! $12-
$36.50. The Wiggles, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills, 5 Championship Drive, 
Auburn Hills. Aug. 14. 248-377-0100. 
www.thewiggles.com

 HOW TO CONTACT ‘THEATER EVENTS’ 
AND ‘CURTAIN CALLS’ Please send 
all press releases and promotional 
materials at least three weeks prior to 
the scheduled event, and your story ideas, 
comments, brickbats and accolades - 
preferably via e-mail - to curtaincalls@
pridesource.com or by snail-mail to 
Curtain Calls, Between The Lines, 11920 
Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan 
48150. Unless otherwise noted, ticket 
prices shown above are for adult general 
admission tickets only; please contact 
the theater for questions regarding the 
availability of discount tickets for preview 
performances, advance sales, groups, 
students, seniors and children. Complete 
listings can be found online at www.
pridesource.com/happenings.phtml.

ART ‘N’ 
AROUND
(mg)3: a modern gallery “SoHa” A 
gallery walk throughout the town’s art 
galleries with musical entertainment. 
Downtown, South Haven. 5 p.m. Aug. 20. 
269-639-8161. www.paperandpaperless.
com/mg3

Cass Cafe “Three Corridor Artists” 
Artwork by John Brown, Michael Knight 
and Dennis Pruss. Cass Cafe, 4620 Cass 
Ave., Detroit. July 25 - Sep. 19. 313-831-
1400. www.casscafe.com

Detroit Institute of Arts “Rede�ning 
20th Century Printmaking” The work 
of Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns 
and Jim Dine, with over 70 prints in the 
collection. Museum admission: $8 adults, 
$6 seniors, $4 youth. Detroit Institute 
of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
July 15 - Oct. 25. 313-833-7900. www.
dia.org

Downriver Council for the Arts 
“Members Salon Show” Downriver 
Council for the Arts, 3003 Biddle Ave., 
Wyandotte. Aug. 1 - Aug. 28. www.
downriverarts.org

Flint Institute of Arts “Blown Away” 
International Glass of the 21st Century 
by over 30 artists from around the world. 
Flint Institute of Arts, 1120 E. Kearsley, 
Flint. June 7 - Sep. 8. 810-234-1695. 
www.�intarts.org

Flint Institute of Arts “Sea Forms” 
New works by Dale Chihuly, showing 
in the Hodge and Temporary Exhibition 
Galleries. Flint Institute of Arts, 1120 E. 
Kearsley, Flint. June 7 - Sep. 8. 810-234-
1695. www.�intarts.org

Gallery Project “Contemporary India” An 
exhibit featuring 16 avant-garde artists 
from India. Reception held 6-9 p.m. Aug. 
21. Gallery Project, 215 S. Fourth Ave., 
Ann Arbor. Aug. 19 - Sep. 20. 734-997-
7012. www.thegalleryproject.com

Gallery Project “Shrines and Alters” 
A multimedia exhibit highlighting the 

objects and images artists create to 
enshrine, memorialize, honor and protect. 
Gallery Project, 215 S. Fourth Ave., Ann 
Arbor. July 8 - Aug. 16. 734-997-7012. 
www.thegalleryproject.com

Henry Ford Museum “Mark Arminski” A 
collection of vintage rock posters as part 
of the Rewind Series for Rock Stars’ Cars 
and Guitars. Tickets: $10 advance, $15 
at the door. Henry Ford Museum, 20900 
Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn. 7 p.m. Aug. 20. 
313-982-6001. www.thehenryford.com

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “Georgia 
O’Keeffee and Her Times” American 
Modernism from the Lane Collection 
of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 
Admission: $8 adults, $6 students, 
seniors and groups, $4 KIA members. 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, 
Kalamazoo. May 9 - Sep. 13. 269-349-
7775. www.kiarts.org

Lawrence Street Gallery “Image as 
Obsession” An exhibition by photographer 
George Booth. Lawrence Street Gallery, 
22620 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Aug. 
5 - Aug. 29. 248-544-0394. www.
lawrencestreetgallery.com

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum “The Softness of Iron” An 
exhibition of welded sculpture by 
Israeli artist Orna Ben-Ami. Marshall M. 
Fredericks Sculpture Museum, Saginaw 
Valley State University, Saginaw. June 
12 - Sep. 19. 989-964-7125. www.
marshallfredericks.org

MSU Museum “Tanzania in Deep Time” 
A View from the Rift Valley, documenting 
ongoing research and fossil discoveries 
in Tanzania. On display through 
December 31. MSU Museum, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing. 517-355-
2370. http://museum.msu.edu

MSU Museum “Michigan Eats” An 
exhibition that explores our regional 
culture through the food we eat. Free. 
Runs until Oct. 18. MSU Museum’s 
Heritage Gallery, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. http://museum.
msu.edu

Roxanne Frith “Glimpses” A 30-year 
Retrospective in photographs. The Creole 
Gallery, 1218 Turner, Lansing. Aug. 2 - 
Aug. 23. 517-371-2736. 

Saugatuck Center for the Arts “SIT! 
The Stories Chairs Tell” An exhibition 
featuring different types of chairs, from 
thrones to of�ce chairs to �ning room 
chairs. Saugatuck Center for the Arts, 
400 Culver, Saugatuck. Aug. 14 - Oct. 2. 
269-857-2399. www.sc4a.org

University of Michigaan Museum of Art 
“Treasures Rediscovered” Chinese stone 
sculptures from the Sackler Collections 
at Colombia University. Free. University of 
Michigaan Museum of Art, 525 S. State, 
Ann Arbor. May 23 - Aug. 16. 734-763-
UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum 
of Art “Art Workshop” A series of art 
classes in such mediums as calligraphy, 
brush painting and conte crayon. Cost: 
$45 for UMMA members, $50 for non-
members. See Web site for individual 
class information. University of Michigan 
Museum of Art, 525 S. State , Ann Arbor. 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 6, 6:30 p.m. Aug. 13, 6:30 
p.m. Aug. 20, 6:30 p.m. Aug. 27. 734-
763-UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum of 
Art “Lisa Anne Auerbach” Post-punk, 
DIY work that mixes art and politics. 
University of Michigan Museum of Art, 
525 S. State, Ann Arbor. July 11 - Oct. 11. 
734-763-UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum of Art 
“Los Caprichos” A complete �rst edition 
of etchings by Francisco Goya. Free. 
University of Michigan Museum of Art, 
525 S. State, Ann Arbor. June 6 - Aug. 23. 
734-763-UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum of 
Art “Painting and Public Life in the 21st 
Century” A series of historical paintings 
and photographs capturing real world 
events. University of Michigan Museum 
of Art, 525 S. State, Ann Arbor. May 23 - 
Sep. 20. 734-763-UMMA. www.umma.
umich.edu
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 By Jack Fertig

Be clear, Cancer!
Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Chiron and Eris are all in a lovely basket of 
harmonies, boosting energy, flamboyance, generosity and team-
work, but Saturn will have to intrude at hard angles! Take every 
challenge as an opportunity to improve, and you will! 

ARIES (March 20 – April 19): 
Let your mouth loose among 
your friends, and you will be 
deliciously scandalous. Lack 
of verbal restraint at work will 
just be scandalous. Focus your 
mind on safety. Write down and 
analyze your ideas before toss-
ing them at colleagues. 

TAURUS (April 20 – May 20): 
Tension between home and 
work can provoke impulsive 
shopping you’d regret later. 
Instead, focus on a priority list, 
but do budget some mad money 
for those impulses. A person 
needs some fun! (But save the 
receipts!) 

GEMINI  (May 21- June 20): 
Keep your mind focused on 
ideas, not the personalities ex-
pressing them. Your eagerness 
to express your own perspective 
can come off sounding a bit ag-
gressive. Try to be open to chal-
lenging notions. Political ideas 
do need to stay up to date! 

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
You are a sexual healer, but be 
a little selfish and heal yourself. 
Arguments reflect some of your 
unmet needs. When you get 
testy, take time out for medita-
tion; be clear about what you’re 
not getting, and go get it! 

LEO (July 23 – August 22): 
Your birthday wishes stand a 
better chance of coming true if 
you keep your friends clear on 
what those are. You may need to 
wish a little more economically. 
Real expressions of the heart 
are much less expensive, yet 
infinitely more precious.

VIRGO  (August 23 – Septem-
ber 22): The secret to success is 
to distinguish between your ego 
and your instincts. Meditation 
can help clear any confusion 
there; consulting with col-
leagues is also helpful. Trust 
those instincts, and take good 
care of yourself. (Remember 
to breathe!) 

LIBRA  (September 23 – Oc-
tober 22): Take your baby out 
to party! Or go get very social 
and meet somebody wonderful. 
Worries and doubts could help 
weed out the many potential 

flops, but don’t be too nega-
tive! Advice from older friends 
should help. 

SCORPIO (October 23 – No-
vember 21): Count on your 
own charisma and skill to get 
ahead. Some politicking will be 
necessary. Know which of your 
colleagues you can depend on. 
Ambitious youngsters are set 
to trip you up. Older friends 
who’ve been there are more 
trustworthy.

SAGITTARIUS  (November 22 
– December 20): Not everything 
needs to be said. Heed the law of 
supply and demand, and people 
will be more eager to hear your 
rarer, sparer and more appar-
ently brilliant words. Anything 
you say about authorities will 
get back to them! 

CAPRICORN (December 21 
– January 19): When you strut 
your stuff, what are you really 
putting out there? What’s most 
attractive about you is not the 
“only skin deep” stuff, but your 
values and your skills. Your 
ideals may seem an obstacle to 
romance, but actually they’re a 
protective filter. 

AQUARIUS  (January 20 – 
February 18): Sexual frustra-
tion could just be a sign that 
your standards are still stronger 
than your desire. You could 
sublimate that energy into ter-
rific creativity. Don’t be afraid 
of arguments or getting your 
hands dirty! 

PISCES (February 19 – March 
19): Worries about your health 
are exaggerated, but not entirely 
wrong. Get a check-up! Domes-
tic issues need discussion, and 
that chat will go so much better 
if you can stick to the topic and 
not get snappy.   

Jack Fertig, a professional astrol-
oger since 1977, is available for 
personal and business consulta-
tions in person in San Francisco, 
or online everywhere. He can 
be reached at 415-864-8302, 
through his Web site at www.
starjack.com, and by e-mail at 
QScopes@qsyndicate.com.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSolution to puzzle from page 32
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Got problems?   Send letters to: “Dear 
Jody,” C/O Between �e Lines, 11920 Farm-
ington Road, Livonia, MI 48150. E-mail her 
at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com

Q: I just moved across the country to this area 
six months ago. I have no family here, and 

it has been hard to find friends. But I did finally 
connect with a woman, “Cheryl,” at my new place 
where I work. She knows that I’m gay, but it’s OK 
with her. The good thing about being friends with 
Cheryl is that if you are “in” with Cheryl, others at 
work will accept you too. Before Cheryl took me 
under her wing, no one really paid any attention 
to me. I mean, they really ignored me and it was 
miserable going to work every day.    

I didn’t think everyone else at work knew I’m 
gay because I’ve asked Cheryl not to tell others. I 
want to do that on my own, when I feel comfort-
able about it. For a while, I felt good about that, but 
now I’m wondering if Cheryl has said something to 
others. It’s not that everyone has gone back to being 
mean to me or ignoring me. 

It has bothered me that when I’m with Cheryl 
(we are paired at work as a team a lot) she sometimes 
tells me things about everyone else, like she knows 
all their secrets. Then, she tells me not to tell others; 
that she just tells me because we are extra close.

I think something happened last Friday when 
we were not teamed up, because I saw her talking 
like crazy to this woman, “Lindy,” about something. 
I noticed that almost every time I looked up, Lindy 
was looking over at me. Then, on lunch break when 
most of us get together to eat, I felt like Lindy was 
ignoring me. Maybe it was my imagination, but ever 
since then she has been cooler to me; not mean, just 
not as friendly as she used to be. It’s kind of like she 
just answers things with one word, not wanting to 
get into a conversation with me. That’s not how she 
was before when I got accepted by the group. She 
was real chatty with me.   

Then, early this week, it happened again. 
Cheryl was working with another person, “Katy,” 
in our group, and I started getting the same looks 
from Katy – like many times when I’d look in their 
direction, they’d be looking at me. So, after work, 
I asked Katy if Cheryl told her anything about me 
when they worked together that day. She said that 
Cheryl had told her that I was gay, but not to tell 
anyone. Katy said that she didn’t care that I was gay, 
so I’m not worried that she’ll exclude me, but I’m 
upset with Cheryl for telling people when I asked 

her not to. Katy told me that she’s had “secrets” told 
on her by Cheryl, too.   

Katy and I can’t understand why Cheryl would 
do this. Do you have any ideas about it?           

Dealing with Big Mouth 

A: It sounds like Cheryl keeps her power as 
leader in your group at work by sucking 

someone in, gleaning information from that person 
and offering up personal information to others in 
the group as she sees fit. (A person with personal 
information has power to be hurtful.)    

It works like this: As leader, Cheryl draws you 
in, making you feel special. You feel trust in her and 
give her personal information, thinking you have her 
confidence. She makes you feel special because she 
listens to you and is accepting. Then she makes you 
feel like you are even “more special” than the others 
in the group. She does this by giving you a piece 
of their personal information – and asks you not to 
tell – like two special friends sharing a secret. The 
problem is, she’s doing this with everyone caught 
in her game.  

It’s real mean-ass, grade school, playground 
politics of power. You and Katy need to decide if 
you want to play anymore. A way of getting out of 
her game is to take back your personal information 
by letting it be known to everyone – they’re going 
to find out eventually anyway. Then, Cheryl has 
nothing on you.  

P.S.: It’s a red flag when you find someone tell-
ing others’ secrets. If someone will give out another 
person’s personal confidences to you, she’ll give out 
yours as well. Count on it.  

Jody Valley spent 12 years as a clinical social 
worker. She worked with the LGBT community 
both as a counselor and a workshop leader in the 
areas of  coming out, self-esteem and relationship 
issues. The Dear Jody column appears weekly. 
Reach Jody at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com. 
Letters may be edited.

What’s up with her big mouth?
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The Classifieds Between The Lines Classi�eds Work! 
To place an ad go to www.pridesource.com or call us at 888.615.7003.

�8�d�X�`�i�V�^�a���8�]�V�i�i�Z�g

�>�X�Z�!���>�X�Z�!���8�g�V�W�W�n���7�V�W�n
BY CAMPER ENGLISH

“May I see your ice?” 
I heard myself asking the airport lounge 

bartender this, while realizing I sounded like a 
complete bar snob. (I am, of course, but I prefer 
silent condemnation over verbal abuse.) But I 
wasn’t judging her or her ice; I merely wanted 
to make an informed decision about my drink, 
and to do that I would need to know what type 
of ice I’d have in it. 

It’s not so crazy. I know people who carry 
cocktail bitters in their bags in case bars don’t 
have them when they want a Manhattan, much 
the way old ladies carry Sweet ‘N Low in their 
�S�X�U�V�H�V���L�Q���F�D�V�H���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���¿�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K��
only real sugar for their decaf. That’s just wacky- 
I would never bring an extra bag just to carry bit-
�W�H�U�V���L�Q�����X�Q�O�H�V�V���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�W���P�D�W�F�K�H�G���P�\���R�X�W�¿�W����

But the ice thing seemed crucial at the time. 
I felt it was too early in the day for a mixed drink 
like a Gin and Tonic, yet not too early for a 
stately glass of whisky. (My complicated system 
of proper cocktail timing is best left for another 
column.) But if I were to order a whisky, the 
bartender would ask me if I wanted it neat (room 
temperature, no ice) or on the rocks. This is a 
trick question if you haven’t seen the rocks. 

This bar had a limited selection of whisky- 
no good single-malts that I would take neat 
(eliminating the ice problem), thus forcing me to 

choose between a blended scotch and a bourbon 
made in the good old US of A. With both of these 
I like some ice.

If the ice were concave, Chiclet-shaped non-
cubes you get in a lot of bars, then a glass full 
of them would melt very fast and soon I’d have 
more water than bourbon. This is exactly the kind 
of ice you want for a Mint Julep where diluted ice 
is actually an ingredient in the drink, but I actu-
ally want rocks in my scotch-on-the-rocks. 

If the ice were regular -sized cubes then I 
could ask for just a few of them in the glass to 
achieve the proper dilution-cooling ratio. I knew 
better than to hope for the gorgeous, jumbo-sized 
ice spheres you only seem to get in very high-end 
bars, which make a glass of whisky last an hour 
without getting watery. 

I realize that I sound like a crabby baby 
whining about ice cubes now, but really I’m a 
pleasant person. Case in point: At the airport 
lounge, I caught myself asking about the ice and 
stopped. “Actually, never mind,” I said. “May I 
please have a bourbon, neat, and also a glass of 
ice water?” 

�%�D�F�N���D�W���P�\���W�D�E�O�H���,���¿�V�K�H�G���R�X�W���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H��
number of cubes from the ice water to add to the 
whiskey, and then drank both glasses. After all, I 
was getting a plane and it’s good to stay hydrated.  

 Camper English is a cocktails and spirits writer 
and publisher of Alcademics.com.

106 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
- GROUPS

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets every Sunday evening at 
7 p.m. at WRAP, 319 Braun Ct., 
Ann Arbor.

109 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
- ANNOUNCEMENTS

Great Game Bird Hunt
at Hillsdale County Preserve
Pheasant, Quail, Chuckars
10-15 per gun with no limit
$150. per day, lunch included.
Overnite lodging, guide and dog 
available.
Call 517-283-1559

205 REAL ESTATE  - 
HOMES FOR RENT

Ferndale
Channing St., 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath, A/C, enclosed back porch. 
All appliances. $725/mo. Call 
Kevin or John 248-366-7674.

Hazel Park
Norht of nine, west of I 75, Spot-
less 3 bedrooms.  Some appl....
pets negotiable.  $725.  Call 
248-855-1846

206 REAL ESTATE  - 
APTS./FLATS/CONDOS/

LOFTS FOR RENT

Pontiac
2 BR, Upper and lower flat. 
$475/mo. Additional discount if 
qualify. 249-229-4149.

Detroit
3 BR lower �at, newly renovated, 
very clean. Looking for nice quiet 
tenant! NO PETS. $ 575.00 + 
Utilities Contact: 313-841-6303 
(Jim).

FABULOUS FERNDALE
W. Breckenridge Lower �at. 2 
BR, Dining room, Washer/dryer, 
A/C. Garage.  $800/mo.  Avail. 
9/8/09. 248-544-0305.

302 HELP WANTED - 
OFFICE

Bookkeeper
Standard Equipment Inc. seeks 
experienced bookkeeper. Strong 
computer/e-mail skills necessary 
to work in a paperless environ-
ment. Must be detail oriented and 
a team player. Professional envi-
ronment. Salary commensurate 
upon experience. Send resume 
to: timwill1890@aol.com

350 PETS - PETS

English Setters & Lab-
radors

Adults & Pups at Hillsdale County 
Preserve
$50.00 to $300.00
Call 517-283-1559 for more 
info

408 PROF. SERVICES  - 
COUNSELING

Intuitive Relationship 
Guidance 

When will you meet that someone 
special? I can help you uncover 
the answers your looking for. In-
tuitive relationship guidance with 
Steve. Call 419-356-9848

428 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MASSAGE

Massage - Ann Arbor 
and Berkley Therapeu-

tic massage
gets rid of back, neck, and shoul-
der pain. Call David Rosenberg 
at 734-662-6282 or email at 
Massage4@aol.com.  See my 
webpage at http://www.trymas-
sage.com

434 PROF. SERVICES  - 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

We can do any job - big 
or small

Complete design and renovation 
by master craftsman, at handyman 
rates. Full kitchen design, simple 
repairs - everything. Check out my 
work at www.offermichaeli.com. 
Call O.M. Design & Renovation, 
248-225-8207. Offer_michaeli@
hotmail.com.

435 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MEDIATION

Professional Mediation
Conflict Resolution Specialists, 
trained to help parties settle differ-
ences due to break-ups, �nancial 
issues, PPOs, custody and other 
matters. Serving SE Michigan 
with integrity and honesty to 
avoid costly and painful court 
battles. Belle Mac & Associates 
313-978-7918, bellemac100@
sbcglobal.net

503 MERCHANDISE  - 
AUTOMOTIVE

Diesel Cargo Van
2006 Chevy E-3500 DIESEL van. 
Heavy-duty suspension, excellent 
condition, new tires, new A/C, �n -
ish near-perfect. White, 108,000 
miles. $13,750. 313-515-9839 

607 TRAVEL  - 
HUNTING & FISHING

GREAT DEER HUNTING
for the season in Hillsdate County 
includes lodging.
Call for details 517-283-1559

905 ROMANCE - MAN 
SEEKS MAN

Gay Senior Gentleman
wanted for dating. Call Danny @ 
586-904-4233

1102 EROTICA - 
MASSAGE

HOT NUDE MASSAGE
Handsome, SWM, 34, 5’5”,145 
lbs, 6” member, dark curly hair, 
diamond earring. Soothing, slow 
massage with ORAL stimulation. 
Call JAKE daily 9 a.m. to mid-
night, (248)320-9652.  ($80/
hour)   Your location or my  New 
Birmingham Location . 
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Get your own at pride source.com

�I�l�d���d�[���[�V�g�i�h
�I�]�Z���9�V�i�^�c�\���9�^�Z�i

BY ANTHONY PAULL

Dad thinks 
it’s OK if he farts 
in my face, be-
cause he’s recov-
ering from heart 
surgery and that’s 
just part of my new 
full-time job as his 
personal assistant. 
You see, it’s not 
him doing it; it’s 
the medication. It 
depletes him of the 
keen ability to hold 
his butt-cheeks to-

gether long enough to make it to the bathroom. 
“Who ever knew your ass was so loose?” 

I play with him, rather than argue about the 
despicable matter for the third time today. Mind 
you, this I how I grant myself a breather, a short 
reprieve where I can relax long enough to laugh. 
Lately, it seems, we haven’t been doing enough of 
that. Not since dad made it through his quintuple 
bypass surgery. Five days ago, my brother had 
phoned me from the ER to relay the information 
that my father had suffered a heart attack. Now, 
we’re all back at the house, where I’m woken up 
daily by the piercing rattle of a cowbell, meaning 
dad either has to pee or down a pill. It’s all quite 
fun, honestly. That is, if you can ignore dad’s ir-
ritability due to being void of a smoke. And did I 
mention his incessant jabs about gay men?

“What do you mean you want me to suck on 
this? I’m not gay. That’s your department,” he tells 
me, as I hand him a small tube that’s supposed to 
prevent him from catching pneumonia after the 
surgery. Sucking and blowing on it is said to stir 
�W�K�H���À�X�L�G���L�Q���K�L�V���O�X�Q�J�V��

“Dad, please … pretend it’s a cigarette,” I 
reply. Mind you, it’s 7 a.m., and my patience is 
Lindsay Lohan-thin.

“Fine,” he grunts, before attempting the feat, 
which he can’t seem to do. Of course, he wants 
me to show him, and oh how he gets a kick out 
of telling me that I could suck the sand out of a 
tornado.

“Oh, you know me. That’s why I was 
soooooooo popular in college,” I smile, return-
ing the jab, ever so gently. “Best blow-jobs in 
the tri-state area.” 

“It’s a shame,” dad huffs to himself. “How 
did you get like that?”

Good question, I ask myself, while handing 
him his colorful assortment of meds. Homosexu-
ality: that gift was bestowed upon me at birth. 
But where did I obtain this nutty personality that 
lacks a stop-switch when it pertains to making 
the most inappropriate comments at the inap-
propriate time?

Picture the intensive care unit. Overhead, 
�Z�K�L�W�H�� �À�X�R�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W�� �O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �E�O�L�Q�G�V�� �G�D�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �¿�H�U�\��
�À�H�H�W�� �R�I�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �Q�X�U�V�H�V�� �K�R�Y�H�U�� �R�Y�H�U�� �K�L�P�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H��
sure he’s comfortable. Resting in bed, he has 
more tubes in him than Keanu Reeves in “The 
Matrix,” and each time a nurse is naïve enough 

to get close, he whispers, sounding oh, so Long 
Island, “C’mere, give me a kiss.” Disturbed, the 
nurses look to me for assistance.

“Oh, don’t mind him,” I assure them. “In 
his condition, he can’t even get his dick hard.” 
Then crickets, followed by a moment of my 
awkward laughter, as I wave goodbye to the 
nurse exiting the room. 

Dear God, why do I say these things? 
Why does life suddenly feel like a bad reality 
TV show, sans the camera, wherever I go? I’m 
�W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �¿�J�X�U�H�� �R�X�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�W�� �D�O�O�� �Z�H�Q�W�� �I�R�J�J�\����
but I’m too busy waving away the gas fumes 
permeating the house, where dad has decided 
it’s OK to fart, particularly when I’m standing 
behind him. “Anthony, I don’t care anymore. 
I’m tired of keeping up appearances,” he tells 
me. Then he lets another rip, before voicing an 
utterly pathetic, “Sorry.”

“My God! Will you stop? I don’t want to 
smell your ass!” I scream.

That’s when I realize: I’ve become my dad. 
Aiding in his recovery process, I’ve morphed 
into the potty-mouthed parent who ridicules him 
for inappropriate behavior, even when I act no 
better myself. How did this happen? One day, is 
it inevitable for all of us to become our parents 
and then poorly parent them just as they have 
parented us? Is it merely karma’s way of grant-
ing us a chance to return the favor of mashing 
our brains since birth? Daily, dad and I go back 
and forth, tirelessly arguing about gay this, 
�V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�D�W���� �¿�U�L�Q�J�� �R�I�I�� �U�R�X�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �D�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
in regard to who’s right. I swear; the profanity 
could decimate the Vatican. Still, I’ve come to 
realize, I wouldn’t want it any other way. 

It’s odd; most of us spend a lifetime bat-
tling loved ones before we realize that without 
love, there is no battle, and without battle there 
is no love. 

�,�W���W�R�R�N���G�D�G���Q�H�D�U�O�\���G�\�L�Q�J���I�R�U���P�H���W�R���¿�J�X�U�H���L�W��
�R�X�W�����6�R���I�R�U���P�H�����L�W�¶�V���2�.���W�R���¿�J�K�W�����L�W���P�H�D�Q�V���Z�H���P�D�\��
not always agree, but at least we care enough 
to say it. Still, if only dad had another way of 
showing he cares so much.

“The meds … they’re constipating me,” 
he moans, as I help him into bed. “It hurts. You 
don’t know the pain.” A moment later, he recants 
the statement. “Well, you like it in the butt, so 
you probably do.”

“No one said love comes easy,” I reply, 
kissing his bald head. Reaching for his cowbell, 
he taps it to ensure it’s by his side. It’s hard for 
him to sleep, because he feels that if he stops 
breathing, no one will remember him. No one 
will care.

“I care, papa,” I offer. And for once, he 
doesn’t argue the point. Instead, he closes his 
�H�\�H�V�����I�D�U�W�V�����D�Q�G���O�R�Y�H�V���P�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���¿�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W��
it the next morning.

Anthony Paull is a freelance writer from Sarasota, 
Fla. The Dating Diet runs the second week of each 
month. To comment on this article, send an e-mail 
to chris@pridesource.com.
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Q Puzzle Ellen’s Commencement Speech

Solution to puzzle on page 28

Meet Payton, a three-year-old, 35-pound 
Beagle mix who is looking for a forever 

home! Payton is a sweet and gentle boy who 
is handsome both inside and out. He loves to 
play, and is hoping to find a forever friend to 
take him for plenty of walks and let him explore 
the great outdoors! His adoption fee includes 
age-appropriate vaccinations and much more. 
To meet this wonderful boy, please visit or call 
the Michigan Humane Society Berman Center for 
Animal Care in Westland at 734-721-7300 and 
provide Payton’s Pet ID number, A08132052.

Across
 1 Some G.M. cars
 5 It comes out of your head
 9 t.A.T.u., e.g.
13 Gallo portrayer in “And the Band 

Played On”
14 Olympic medalist Louganis
15 Weight loss product
16 Ellen: “When I was your age, I 

was dating men. So what I’m 
saying is ...”

18 Rimbaud’s zip
19 Slangy term of endearment
20 “Howl” poet
22 Wheel track
24 Falco of “The Sopranos”

25 Made a deep throaty sound
29 In cahoots
33 Fine, at NASA
34 Speed at which you come
36 Like the subjects of “Gay and 

Gray”
37 Use your mouth unfaithfully
39 See 16-Across
41 Room in a casa
42 See 16-Across
44 Takes to court
46 Bottom line
47 Russian River or Provincetown
49 Dancer Duncan
51 Poet ___ Wu
53 What he becomes, with gender 

reassignment
54 Shooter of Rimbaud
58 “___ My Heart in San Fran-

cisco”
62 Skin softener
63 See 16-Across
65 Single drag queen’s title
66 Top
67 Vehicle with treads
68 Overture to a split end?
69 Broadway light
70 Slight advantage

Down
 1 Look at a hottie in a bar, per-

haps

 2 K through 12
 3 Had too much, briefly
 4 “Trying Hard to Hear You” author 

Scoppettone
 5 “Where did ___ wrong?”
 6 AZT, e.g.
 7 Queer, to straights
 8 Meeting outline
 9 Muscle Mary’s weights
10 What Washington wouldn’t tell
11 Glenn Burke, formerly
12 Fender nick
17 Like a chicken hawk’s prey
21 Hole entered by a Minuteman
23 Lions or Tigers or Bears
25 Eva of “Gigi”
26 Husband of Pocahontas
27 Rubber-stamps
28 Durango deity
30 “My Own Private ___ “
31 Moray seeker
32 Area of Tennessee?
35 Poet Kitty
38 Like unavailing cries, to Shake-

speare
40 Gay wedding guide author 

Ayers
43 Bear up there
45 Indian head, once?
48 Taipei’s land
50 Cut
52 Where Dick Button performed
54 Drag queen on the make
55 Film director Kazan
56 “Lady Sings the Blues” star
57 Giggling Muppet
59 Cry of mock horror
60 Dracula feature
61 Little biker in a Gay Pride 

march
64 Spy novelist Deighton
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Detroit Area
Adams Apple, 
Detroit, 
(313) 240-8482

Amici’s Living 
Room, 
Berkley,  
(248) 544-4100

Backstreet, Detroit, 
(313) 838-6699

Body Zone Health 
Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 366-9663

Como’s, Ferndale, 
(248) 548-5005

Detroit Eagle, 
Detroit, 
(313) 873-6969

Diamond Jim’s, 
Detroit,  
(313) 336-8680

Flamingo, Pontiac, 
(248) 253-0430

Gigi’s, Detroit, 
(313) 584-6525

Gold Coast, Detroit, 
(313) 366-6135

Hayloft Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 581-8913

Innuendo, Detroit 
(313) 891-5798

Palladium, Detroit 
(313) 865-9766

Pandora’s Box, 
Detroit 
(313) 892-8120

Pink, Detroit 
(313) 521-8433

Pronto!, Royal Oak, 
(248) 544-7900

R&R Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 849-2751

The Rainbow Room 
Detroit,  
(313) 891-1020

Score Nightclub, 
St. Clair Shores. 
(586) 776-1320

Soho, Ferndale. 
(248) 542-7646

Stilettos, Inkster, 
(734) 729-8980

Stinger’s, Detroit, 
(313) 892-1765

The Works, Detroit,  
(313) 961-1742

TNT Health Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 341-5322 

The Woodward, 
(313) 872-0166

Zippers, Detroit,  
(313) 892-8120

Off Broadway East, 
Detroit,  
(313) 526-8401

Flint/Saginaw/ 
Port Huron
Club Triangle, Flint, 
(810) 767-7550

The Heidelberg, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 771-9508

Merry Inn, Flint, 
(810) 234-9481

Mixx Nightclub & 
Metro Grille, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 498-4022

North Star, Flint, 

(810) 235-2752

The Pachyderm Pub, 
Flint,  
(810) 744-4960

Pub 43,  
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 458-2205

Seekers,  
Port Huron, 
(810) 985-9349

The State Bar, Flint, 
(810) 767-7050

The Zoo, Flint,  
(810) 249-0267

Lansing Area
Club 505, 
(517) 374-6312

X-Cel,  
(517) 484-2399

Esquire Club, 
(517) 487-5338

Spiral, 
(517) 371-3221

Ann Arbor/
Ypsilanti
\aut\ Bar, 
Ann Arbor, 
(734) 994-3677

Necto (Friday),  
Ann Arbor, (734) 
994-5436

Western  
Michigan
The Apartment, 

Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-0815

Club Mo’z &  
Pauly’s Pub, 
Muskegon Hts., 
(231) 830-0190

Diplomat Health 
Club, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 452-3757

Diversions, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-3800

The Dunes Resort 
Douglas,  
(269) 857-1401

Partners,  
Battle Creek, 
(269) 964-7276

Pub 43, 
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 458-2205

Rumours,  
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 454-8720

Tradewinds, Kala-
mazoo, 
(269) 383-1814

The Zoo, 
Kalamazoo, 
(269) 382-9966

Northern 
Michigan
Side Traxx, 
Traverse City, 
(231) 935-1666

Club connection

�H�X�Z�c�Z���8�]�Z�X�`

@ Rainbow Room ...
1. Haley, Michelle and Michael  2. Nikki and Tim  
3. Brad, Jordan and Peter  4. Miss Classic, Garnet 
January and Miss Amateur, Lucy Fire
 

BTL photos: Danielle
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�9�Z�Z�e���>�c�h�^�Y�Z���=�d�a�a�n�l�d�d�Yby Romeo San Vicente

�¼�-�Ì�>�À�}�>�Ì�i�½�Ê
lesbians in space!
The new series “Stargate Universe” will boldly 
explore a hitherto unexamined corner of TV’s 
sci-fi landscape by including two principal 
lesbian characters. Ming Na (“ER”) and Reiko 
Aylesworth (“24”) play a romantically-linked 
�F�R�X�S�O�H���±���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���J�D�\���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q���D���³�6�W�D�U�J�D�W�H�´��
show – who will be prominently featured in 
the new series that revolves around a group of 
humans (some civilians, some military) who 
are stranded in the far reaches of the universe 
and try to survive. (Genre fans are already 
comparing the series, the third of the “Stargate” 
franchise, to the recently-completed, critically 
acclaimed “Battlestar Galactica” reboot.) The 
cast also includes Robert Carlyle, David Blue 
(who recently played the rumpled, regular-guy 
gay photographer on “Ugly Betty”) and Lou 
Diamond Phillips. “Stargate Universe” premieres 
on SciFi – sorry, “SyFy”– in October. Take that, 
“Star Trek”! You’ve been one-upped!

Viola Davis will 
�¼�
�>�Ì�]�Ê�*�À�>�Þ�]�Ê���œ�Û�i�½�Ê
with Roberts
She recently snagged an Oscar nomination for 
nailing her scene in “Doubt,” so it’s no surprise 
that Viola Davis’s name is being tossed around 
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �E�D�W�F�K�� �R�I�� �K�L�J�K���S�U�R�¿�O�H�� �+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G��
projects. The acclaimed actor is now set to 
join Julia Roberts, Javier Bardem and Richard 
Jenkins in “Eat, Pray, Love,” the screen adapta-
tion of Elizabeth Gilbert’s memoir that’s being 
written and directed by gay TV (“Glee,” “Nip/
Tuck”) and movie (“Running with Scissors”) 
mogul Ryan Murphy. Davis would play the best 
friend of Roberts’ character; the latter sets out 
on a worldwide journey to discover herself after 
going through a bitter divorce. And while Davis 
has had to make the most out of thankless best-
friend-of-color roles before – did you happen to 
catch “Nights in Rodanthe”? – she’ll no doubt 
make this one crackle when “Eat, Pray, Love” 
hits screens in 2011.
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Jeffrey Eugenides’ novel “The Virgin Suicides” 
was memorably brought to the big screen by So-
�¿�D���&�R�S�S�R�O�D�����E�X�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�H�G���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G��
adapt his complex next book, the Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel “Middlesex.” That novel dealt 
with the life of Calliope Stephanides, a Detroiter 
raised as a girl who discovers during her college 
years that she was actually born intersexed. It 
is 40-something male “Cal” who narrates the 
novel and tells his story, which includes fam-
ily history and even a glimpse at 1924’s war 
between Greece and Turkey. Rita Wilson and 
Donald Margulies are producing the hour-long 
�G�U�D�P�D���V�H�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���+�%�2���� �Z�L�W�K���0�D�U�J�X�O�L�H�V�����Z�K�R�V�H��
Pulitzer-winning play “Dinner with Friends” also 
became a production for the cable network) slated 
�W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z�����+�%�2���R�S�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�K�H���(�X�J�H�Q�L�G�H�V��
novel this summer, so it probably won’t hit the 
airwaves until 2011 at the earliest. Until then you 
can just watch your DVD copy of “Orlando” a 
few more times.
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for their lives
Get ready for the teen spin on those great old 
�3�D�P�� �*�U�L�H�U�� �S�U�L�V�R�Q�� �À�L�F�N�V���� �0�7�9�� �)�L�O�P�V�� �K�D�V�� �D�Q-
nounced “Bad Girls,” based on the novel by 
Alex McAulay, about an unruly teenager whose 
parents ship her off to a wilderness reform school/
boot camp on a remote Caribbean island. Once 
the troubled young ladies arrive, however, they 
�¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �K�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �O�L�Y�H�V��
against drug dealers and other marauders while 
simultaneously battling their own worst im-
pulses. This one sounds like a winner all around, 
with sharp-tongued mean girls for the gay men 
and sexy chicks running through the jungle for 
the lesbians. Advance buzz has Dakota Fanning 
and Emily Browning (“The Uninvited”) vying 
to play the lead character, but nothing’s set yet; 
look for “Bad Girls” to start some trouble (and 
hopefully do a lot of making out with each other) 
in 2010.

Viola Davis. Photo: Miramax Film

Romeo San Vicente once woke up in a Caribbean hellhole where he was forced to �ght for survival; af-
terwards, he vowed never again to visit a Sandals resort. He can be reached care of this publication or at 
DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.
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