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Pride and politics
�(�O�T�T�E�R���4�H�A�N���*�U�L�Y���D�R�A�W�S���M�A�Y�O�R���A�N�D���C�O�U�N�C�I�L���C�A�N�D�I�D�A�T�E�S

Despite the heat and humidity, Hotter Than July pride-
goers were eager to hit up the outdoor dance �oor at 
the festival on July 25.

“I’m not really here to try and get 
votes. Young people don’t vote. I 
could have handed out a thousand 
�iers here and it wouldn’t get 
me as many votes as if I did a 
hundred someplace else. �is is 
more about showing, well, pride.” 

- Detroit City Council 

candidate Charles Pugh

BY CRYSTAL A. PROXMIRE

DETROIT –  Thousands of men and women 
gathered in Palmer Park on Saturday, July 25 for 
the 14th annual Hotter than July picnic celebrat-
ing black gay pride. Among them were several 
Detroit politicians, including Detroit Mayor Dave 
�%�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�S�H�Q�O�\���J�D�\���F�L�W�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���F�D�Q�G�L-
date Charles Pugh.  

Pugh, who has attended the picnic for the 
past eight years, said that his favorite thing about 
Hotter Than July is that “it’s the one day a year 
that we all really get together and celebrate.”

“I’m not really here to try and get votes,” 
Pugh said. “Young people don’t vote. I could 
�K�D�Y�H�� �K�D�Q�G�H�G�� �R�X�W�� �D�� �W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�� �À�L�H�U�V�� �K�H�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W��
wouldn’t get me as many votes as if I did a 
hundred someplace else. This is more about 
showing, well, pride. I want to let young people 
know they’ve got an ‘out’ candidate they can look 
up to. And to show these young people they can 
be anything.”

Detroit Mayor Dave Bing also made an ap-
pearance, happily shaking hands, posing for pic-
tures and answering questions from reporters.

“We are going to be the comeback city and 
we need as much help from you as we can get,” 
Bing told the cheering crowd. In an interview 
with Between The Lines, Bing said that though 
he has “no ties to the community personally” he 
is “hoping to learn more.”

“I met a lot of people today to learn from,” 
said the mayor. “I’d want them to know that I’m 
very open minded and supportive of people, all 
people.”

�%�L�Q�J�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �K�L�V��
number one priority, he and his staff are discuss-
ing the possibility of reforming the city’s LGBT 
advisory committee. Deputy Director of General 
Services Brad Dick said that committee started 
during the Kilpatrick administration but wasn’t 
very active.

Dick, an openly gay man who worked for 
�E�R�W�K�� �.�L�O�S�D�W�U�L�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �%�L�Q�J���� �V�D�L�G�� �K�H�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W��
that communication will continue to improve. “In 
previous years administrations did not reach out 
to gay people, but I think Mr. Bing really will,” 
he said. “He gave up a Michigan Alumni picnic 
to be here today. I think that shows that he really 
wants to connect.”

Other candidates took the opportunity to 
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �W�R�� �Y�R�W�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �À�L�H�U�V�� �W�K�D�W��
littered the park and the surrounding streets. 
�0�D�Q�\���G�U�L�Y�H�U�V���I�R�X�Q�G���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�H�D�À�H�W�V���V�W�X�F�N���X�Q�G�H�U��
their wipers or slid between their windows and 
doors.

The Detroit City Council primary election 
takes place Aug. 4, narrowing down the top 19 
candidates out of over 200 hopefuls.

Kai Lampkins and Ladie Milltown of 
Detroit were more interested in enjoying a day 
in the sun walking their two dogs, hanging out 
with friends and listening to the many DJs and 
other performers that are a popular feature of the 
annual celebration.

“I’m not really active in the community in 
any way,” Lampkins said. “But I like to go out 
a lot to the clubs and stuff.” This was Lampkins 
�¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�� �D�W���+�R�W�W�H�U���7�K�D�Q�� �-�X�O�\���� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�U��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �³�G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\�� �K�H�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q-
ment.”

And plenty of entertainment there was. 
Dancers rocked the stage, a DJ led a group in 
doing the hustle and there were plenty of jams 

for the young and the old. Venders sold jewelry, 
T-shirts, snacks, books, Michael Jackson memo-
rabilia and even penis-shaped rainbow suckers. 
Many came out with tents and BBQ equipment; 
others had blankets and picnic ware. Some 
couples lounged in the more quiet areas of the 
park, relaxing beneath gently rustling trees, while 
other people danced to pounding club music from 
the main stage. And groups like Kick, Black and 
White Men Together and Black Pride Society 
handed out information at their booths.

Black Pride Society puts on the annual HTJ 
Pride event, which is based upon the seven core 
principles of Kwanzaa. It serves as a year round 
mechanism and foundation to promote communi-
ty-building activities and events with the goal of 
cultivating and sustaining a healthy community. 
Black Pride Society President Hank Millbourne 
said that attendance seemed to be down because 
of that morning’s rain, “but now people seem to 
be coming out and enjoying themselves.”

Millbourne assured that despite any eco-
nomic downturn, Hotter Than July is a tradition 
that will carry on in the city. “I think we need 
black LGBT pride because we need to support 
each other,” he said. “We need this empowering. 
Motor City Pride is for the whole gay community. 
�%�X�W���Z�H���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�G���L�Q��
this community we need to empower people to 
be themselves in this environment.”

For more information about Hotter Than 
July, visit the Black Pride Society’s Web site at 
www.blackpridesociety.org.

Detroit Mayor Dave Bing speaks with Hotter Than July picnic attendee Rita Degraffenreid during his �rst-ever 
visit to the event. BTL photo: Andrew Potter

“I met a lot of people today to 
learn from. I’d want them to know 
that I’m very open minded and 
supportive of people, all people.” 

- Detroit Mayor Dave Bing

�8�d�k�Z�g���h�i�d�g�n

Kai Lampkins and Ladie Milltown came out to the 
Hotter Than July festival for the entertainment - 
including performers and DJs. BTL photo: Crystal 
Proxmire

HTJ board member Hank Milbourne with Detroit Mayor 
Dave Bing. BTL photo: Andrew Potter
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A fake ad sits inside this 
issue. Find it and you 
could win some really 

delicious prizes.

It’s easy to win  
�-�X�V�W���À�Q�G���W�K�H���D�G��
in this issue and 
enter online. See 
p.28 for details.

�7�Z�i�l�Z�Z�c���D�j�g�h�Z�a�k�Z�h���W�n���?�Z�h�h�^�X�V���8�V�g�g�Z�g�V�h

Find the fake ad & win

Between Ourselves is a weekly feature that highlights members of Michigan’s LGBT and allied community. 
To recommend someone for Between Ourselves, e-mail Jessica at jessica@pridesource.com

Colette Beighley serves as assistant director of the LGBT Resource Center at Grand 
Valley State University. The Spring Lake resident and mother of a gay son started out as a PFLAG 
mom and from there, worked for the Triangle Foundation and now, for GVSU.

1 What 
sparked 
your in -

terest in LGBT 
rights?

When my 
then 16-year old 
son Ari came 
out four years 
ago, I read Rob 
Eichberg’s book 

“Coming Out: An Act of Love” and wept through 
it. I read of the rejection individuals often face 
when they tell the truth about themselves to those 
they love. I vowed that would never happen in 
my family. I decided to live openly so others 
could be exposed to a family that was loving 
and proud. I explicitly told my children not to 
accept anyone’s shame. Then, after a friend of 
mine who is a gay man said to me, “It is really 
the moms of the world who have made things 
better for us,” I was mobilized.

Being a vocal advocate for the LGBT com-
munity has been a double-edged sword. There 
have been some severe consequences. We have 
lost many relationships and had others seriously 
impaired. We have experienced a devastating 
loss of income as a result of being so vocal in a 
small community. Additionally, I have received 
my share of hate mail. That said, I want to be 
very clear that the losses pale in comparison to 
the gains. I live boldly and honestly. I feel that I 
am completely true to myself and that I am using 
my heterosexual privilege to leverage change. 
The new relationships we’ve formed within the 
LGBT and allied communities are precious to 
me. And, most of all, I know I am making a dif-
ference for other families.

2 What does your advocacy of equal rights 
mean to you as a mother?

I have to say that it is pretty surreal 
to have had one of my four kids come out to me 
and realize that he no longer enjoyed the same 
rights and protections as his siblings. How is that 
even possible? And more than that, why would 
someone be the recipient of violence because 
of who they are? My thoughts spun and tried to 
make sense of this. I could not.

For me, having grown up in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area, I experienced culture shock 
when I moved to west Michigan. When we 
moved here we thought, “This is a great place 
to raise a family.” I guess that is true – unless 
one of your kids is gay; then not so much. I 
remember thinking after Ari came out, “This 
must be why I am here.” There are so many 
individuals and families who suffer in silence, 

and I knew that I could create a larger space for 
them if I could kick down some of the walls of 
silence and shame.

3 How are LGBT issues doing overall in 
west Michigan?

Historically, west Michigan has been 
a tough crowd ... but things are changing. I’m 
so proud to be at Grand Valley State University, 
which received the Catalyst Award last year for 
their work on behalf of LGBT issues. GVSU 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�Z�D�U�G�� �I�R�U�� �¿�Y�H�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�W�L��
discrimination policy, which includes sexual ori-
entation and gender identity and expression; the 
LGBT Resource Center; the Allies & Advocates 
program, which trained faculty and staff to be 
advocates for their LGBT students; the Inclusion 
and Equity Division of the university; and the 
�K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���P�H�P�E�H�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���±���O�R�Q�J���D�Z�D�L�W�H�G���E�\��
GVSU faculty and staff!

These are massive policy changes that 
�U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���E�H�L�Q�J���³�D��
place where all voices are heard.” These policies 
are also a bold statement to the west Michigan 
community that attitudes have changed and 
that inclusivity is the norm today and for the 
future.

4 What do you think is the most important 
part of the work you do at GVSU?

It is a wonderful challenge to attempt 
to understand the developmental journey of a 
college student and how the LGBT Resource 
Center can best meet his or her needs. Our work 
focuses on everything from being visible and 
available to support students who are just com-
ing out to developing future leaders for both the 
equality and justice movement and the world.

5 You also maintain a blog. What is the 
purpose of it?

My blog was developed to share the 
journey of our family as we navigated coming 
out in the often tumultuous waters of west Michi-
gan. I have shared not only our own experience 
but the story of Jeremy – who came to live with 
us after being kicked out of his home for being 
gay – and the devastating loss of transgender 
youth Ian, a dear friend of our family. I also use 
this blog to discuss current issues and events 
important to the community. Since it is read not 
only by the community but also by individuals 
who oppose equality for LGBT individuals, I 
have a unique audience and opportunity. This 
blog is my small attempt to change the world.

Check out her blog, Mostly Sunny with a 
Chance of Gay at www.chanceofgay.org
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MAC hires 
new CEO

The Michigan AIDS Coalition announced 
Monday, July 27, that the organization has hired 
�D���Q�H�Z���F�K�L�H�I���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�����+�H�O�H�Q���+�L�F�N�V���F�R�P�H�V��
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �W�Z�R�� �G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �R�I��
�H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���O�H�Y�H�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W���V�H�F-
tor, including positions with Citizens for Better 
�&�D�U�H���� �)�R�R�G�� �%�D�Q�N�� �R�I�� �2�D�N�O�D�Q�G�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�%�D�O�G�Z�L�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U��

“My professional 
and personal experi-
�H�Q�F�H���O�H�G���P�H���R�Q���D���Q�D�W�X-
�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �P�\��
new position with the 
Michigan AIDS Coali-
�W�L�R�Q���´���V�D�L�G���+�L�F�N�V�����³�(�Y�H�Q��
in these challenging 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �W�L�P�H�V���� �W�K�H�U�H��
�L�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���W�R���E�H���P�D�G�H����
My intention is to grow 
this agency and ulti-
�P�D�W�H�O�\���P�D�N�H���O�L�I�H���E�H�W�W�H�U��
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �Z�H��

�V�H�U�Y�H���´
�7�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\��

�P�D�G�H���L�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���������������W�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���$�,�'�6��
�&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���I�R�U�P�H�G���)�H�E���������Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H��
Michigan AIDS Fund and the Midwest AIDS 
�3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �3�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �P�H�U�J�H�G���� �7�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V��
�K�D�Y�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���D�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K����
�0�$�&�� �K�D�V�� �D�� �V�W�D�I�I�� �R�I�� ������ �D�Q�G�� �D�� �E�X�G�J�H�W�� �R�I�� ����������
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q����

�6�L�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�U�J�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�I�I�� �R�I�� �0�$�&�� �K�D�Y�H��
�Z�R�U�N�H�G���R�Q���I�X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�Z�R���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�¶���R�E�M�H�F-
�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�D�U�F�K��
�I�R�U���D���&�(�2��

�:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�U�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �+�L�F�N�V���� �W�K�D�W�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �K�D�V��
�H�Q�G�H�G��

�0�$�&���&�K�L�H�I���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���2�I�¿�F�H�U���&�U�D�L�J���&�R�Y�H�\��
said he is thrilled with the energy and wealth of 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �+�L�F�N�V�� �E�U�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\���� �³�7�K�H�U�H��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���S�U�H-
�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���´�� �V�D�L�G�� �&�R�Y�H�\����
�³�:�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �W�K�D�W�� �+�H�O�H�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �W�D�N�H�� �X�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�[�W��
�O�H�Y�H�O���D�V���W�K�H���J�R���W�R���D�J�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����:�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W��
�E�H���P�R�U�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���´

The Ultimate Gay Male

Arcus gives Triangle $500,000

“I don’t think we can have a 
place in Detroit where we can 
be comfortable until we become 
comfortable with each other.” 

- Royale Theus, program director 

for the Michigan AIDS Coalition

�4�H�E���@�M�I�N�D�����B�O�D�Y���A�N�D���S�O�U�L�����O�F���Y�O�U�N�G���G�A�Y���M�E�N���D�I�S�C�U�S�S�E�D���A�T���(�4�*
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BY JASON A. MICHAEL

DETROIT – �$�E�R�X�W���������S�H�R�S�O�H���F�D�P�H���R�X�W��
�-�X�O�\�� ������ �I�R�U�� �D�� �W�R�Z�Q�� �K�D�O�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �7�K�H��
�8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�� �*�D�\�� �0�D�O�H���� �0�L�Q�G���� �%�R�G�\�� �D�Q�G�� �6�R�X�O����
The event was sponsored by Young Brothers 
�8�Q�L�W�H�G�����0�S�R�Z�H�U�P�H�Q�W���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��
�$�,�'�6���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���0�S�R�Z�H�U�P�H�Q�W��
�'�H�W�U�R�L�W�¶�V���*�U�H�H�N���7�R�Z�Q���O�R�I�W���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V����

Discussed were a variety of subjects such 
�D�V�� �F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �R�X�W�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R��
�G�R���V�R��

“Whenever you do decide to tell your 
�V�W�R�U�\�����P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H���W�R���J�R���´��
�V�D�L�G�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �'�H�W�U�R�L�W�� �&�L�W�\��
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�� �&�K�D�U�O�H�V�� �3�X�J�K���� �³�:�K�H�Q�� �\�R�X��
�G�R���L�W�����P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���´

�3�D�Q�H�O�L�V�W���6�K�D�Z�Q���2�G�R�P���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���R�Q�O�\���\�R�X��
�F�D�Q���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���L�V���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���F�R�P�H���R�X�W�����³�,��
�W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���W�L�P�H���W�R���W�H�O�O���\�R�X�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���L�V���Z�K�H�Q��
�\�R�X�¶�U�H���U�H�D�G�\�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X�¶�U�H���V�H�F�X�U�H���L�Q���Z�K�R��
�\�R�X���D�U�H���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

�³�,�I�� �\�R�X�¶�U�H�� �S�U�R�X�G�� �R�I�� �\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���� �W�K�H�Q�� �R�W�K�H�U��
people around you can sense that,” said Fern-
dale Mayor and Michigan AIDS Coalition Chief 
�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���2�I�¿�F�H�U���&�U�D�L�J���&�R�Y�H�\�����³�6�R���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�H�S��

�L�V���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���U�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���´
�)�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�� �K�R�P�H�� �D�F�F�H�S�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I��

your sexual orientation was also a topic of 
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q��

�³�,���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�G���V�S�R�N�H���W�R���W�K�H��
pastor after the service about what he thought 
�D�E�R�X�W���J�D�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���V�D�L�G���3�X�J�K�����³�3�D�V�W�R�U���$�G�D�P�V��
�D�W�� �+�D�U�W�I�R�U�G�� ���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�� �%�D�S�W�L�V�W�� �&�K�X�U�F�K���� �J�D�Y�H��
the best answer of the six churches I visited, so 
�W�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���Z�H���M�R�L�Q�H�G���´

Jonathan Davis, executive director of 
�0�S�R�Z�H�U�P�H�Q�W���'�H�W�U�R�L�W�����V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���Z�D�V��
�S�R�Z�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���F�D�P�H���W�R���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���X�S���I�R�U���K�L�P�V�H�O�I��
�L�Q���K�L�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��

�³�,�I���\�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�����W�K�H�Q���\�R�X���F�D�Q���J�R��
toe-to-toe with anyone who tries to throw the 
�Z�R�U�G���D�W���\�R�X���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

�7�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W���J�D�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q��
�W�K�H���F�L�W�\���R�I���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���±���D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���J�D�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���D�U�H�D��
�R�I���W�R�Z�Q���±���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���D�W���O�H�Q�J�W�K��

�³�$�W���W�K�H���:�R�R�G�Z�D�U�G�����%�D�U�����Z�H���H�Q�W�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�W�K�H�� �E�D�F�N�� �G�R�R�U���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �7�D�Q�J�H�Q�W�� ���*�D�O�O�H�U�\���� �L�V��
located on a street with no streetlights and bro-
�N�H�Q���J�O�D�V�V���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���´���V�D�L�G���S�D�Q�H�O�L�V�W���.�H�Y�L�Q��
�-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���� �³�:�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �D�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �L�Q��
�'�H�W�U�R�L�W���W�K�D�W���L�V���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�D�W���´

�5�R�\�D�O�H�� �7�K�H�X�V���� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���$�,�'�6���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q�����V�D�L�G���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���P�X�F�K��
�Z�R�U�N���W�R���E�H���G�R�Q�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�I���V�X�F�K���D��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G��

�³�,�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �Z�H�� �F�D�Q�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q��
�'�H�W�U�R�L�W���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���F�D�Q���E�H���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���X�Q�W�L�O���Z�H��
�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�D�F�K�� �R�W�K�H�U���´�� �7�K�H�X�V��
�V�D�L�G��

�7�K�H�� �V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �H�F�K�R�H�G�� �E�\�� �0�D�U�F�X�V��
�:�L�O�V�R�Q���R�I���7�L�E�R�W�H�F���7�K�H�U�D�S�H�X�W�L�F�V����

“We still have to learn to get along – white 
�J�D�\���P�H�Q�����E�O�D�F�N���J�D�\���P�H�Q�����$�V�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���/�D�W�L�Q�R���´���K�H��
�V�D�L�G�����³�7�R���P�H�����W�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���D�Q�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R��
�J�H�W���W�K�D�W���¿�J�X�U�H�G���R�X�W���´

BY JESSICA CARRERAS

DETROIT – �7�K�H���/�*�%�7���D�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\���R�U�J�D-
nization the Triangle Foundation announced on 
�-�X�O�\���������W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���W�K�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W���R�I���D���������������������J�U�D�Q�W��
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H���$�U�F�X�V�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R��
�E�D�V�H�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W��
�I�X�Q�G�H�U�V���R�I���/�*�%�7���L�V�V�X�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�V���J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\���W�R��
achieve social justice that is inclusive of sexual 
�R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����J�H�Q�G�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�D�F�H��

The grant to Triangle will be dispersed 
over the next two years, and will be used for 
general operating support to strengthen the 
�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�����O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q-
�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�R�U�H��
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���K�L�U�H���H�V�V�H�Q-
tial personnel, develop a policies and procedures 
�P�D�Q�X�D�O���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���E�R�D�U�G��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����

�2�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �W�R�� �U�H��
�F�U�H�D�W�H���D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q�� �Z�H�V�W�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H�¶�V��
�V�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V��

“We are pleased the board of the Arcus 
�)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V�� �V�K�R�Z�Q�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �7�U�L-
angle Foundation by awarding this grant,” said 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���$�O�L�F�L�D���6�N�L�O�O�P�D�Q�����³�7�K�H���J�U�D�Q�W��
�L�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���V�W�H�S���L�Q���V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���U�H�Q�H�Z�H�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K��
and sustainability for the Triangle Foundation, 
which has a well-earned reputation as a cred-
�L�E�O�H���O�H�D�G�H�U���I�R�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���/�*�%�7���L�V�V�X�H�V��
�L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���´

�6�N�L�O�O�P�D�Q�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H��
�$�U�F�X�V�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �J�U�D�Q�W�� �L�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���� �L�W�� �Z�L�O�O��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���E�X�G�J�H�W���L�Q�������������D�Q�G��������������

“While this grant will strengthen and 
enhance our infrastructure we will need the 
continued support of our valued donors and new 
�H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�*�%�7���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���L�W�V��
�D�O�O�L�H�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���R�X�U���J�R�D�O���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���I�U�H�H�G�R�P��
�I�U�R�P���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�R�U���/�*�%�7���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���´���V�K�H��
�V�D�L�G���� �³�,�W�¶�V�� �D�Q�� �H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J�� �W�L�P�H�� �I�R�U���7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D��
�G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���P�R�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���/�*�%�7���P�R�Y�H-
�P�H�Q�W���� �:�H�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �Z�H�O�O���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �W�R��
�I�R�U�J�H���Q�H�Z���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���W�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��
�I�D�F�H�G���E�\���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���´

�7�K�H���$�U�F�X�V�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�S�R�N�H�� �S�U�R�X�G�O�\�� �R�I��
Triangle, stating that the grant was necessary to 
�P�R�Y�H���W�K�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�W�H�O�O�D�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G����
�³�6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�����������V�����W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���E�\��
�W�K�H���/�*�%�7���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Z�R�Q���E�\���V�W�D�W�H��
�D�Q�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�W��
�W�K�H���I�R�U�H�I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���S�R�O�L�F�\�����E�X�L�O�G��
�D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�L�Y�L�O���D�Q�G��
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �U�L�J�K�W�V�� �R�I�� �/�*�%�7�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �L�Q�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���´��
�V�D�L�G�� �-�R�K�Q�Q�\�� �-�H�Q�N�L�Q�V���� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���/�*�%�7���5�L�J�K�W�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�W���W�K�H���$�U�F�X�V��
�)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�:�H���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U�\���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W����������
�W�K�H���7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���X�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���N�Q�R�Z�O-
edge and experience in grassroots organizing 
�D�Q�G���F�L�Y�L�F���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���W�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���/�*�%�7���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���´

The grant, though exciting for the Triangle 
�)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���� �E�H�J�V�� �W�K�H�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�L�V��
�O�H�D�Y�H�V�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�� �(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �Q�R��
�I�X�Q�G�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���$�U�F�X�V���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���V�R��
�I�D�U���� �,�Q�� �S�D�V�W�� �P�R�Q�W�K�V���� �E�R�W�K�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �K�D�Y�H��
�E�H�H�Q���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���F�X�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�W�D�I�I�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�Z���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�L�Q�V�W�D�W�H�����&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\����
�W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���K�L�U�L�Q�J���D���Y�L�F�W�L�P���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�����D�V���F�X�U-

�U�H�Q�W���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���9�L�F�W�L�P���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���0�H�O�L�V�V�D���3�R�S�H��
�S�U�H�S�D�U�H�V���I�R�U���D���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���P�R�Y�H���W�R���Z�H�V�W���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��
�W�R���K�H�D�G���X�S���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�K�H�U�H��

�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�D�V���Y�R�F�D�O�O�\��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�W�����,�Q���D���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G��
to the public, Board of Directors President Doug 
�0�H�H�N�V�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�� �(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �F�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X-
lates the Triangle Foundation on its recent grant 
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���$�U�F�X�V���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���$�U�F�X�V���)�R�X�Q�G�D-
�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���/�*�%�7���F�R�P-
�P�X�Q�L�W�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���E�H���R�Y�H�U�Z�H�O�P�L�Q�J���J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V��
and this recent grant will be a step forward to 
�K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�����0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��
�(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���O�R�R�N���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
with the Triangle Foundation and Arcus to 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���H�T�X�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�I���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���/�*�%�7��
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´

�&�R���&�K�D�L�U�� �0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H�� �%�U�R�Z�Q�� �V�S�R�N�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�P�D�W�W�H�U���D�V���D�Q���/�*�%�7���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�����P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H�U��
�W�L�H�V���W�R���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���G�R���Q�R�W���V�W�R�S���K�H�U���I�U�R�P��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H�¶�V���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���L�Q���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�J�U�D�Q�W�����³�:�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J��
�R�X�U�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �J�R�R�G�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�W�� �W�D�N�H�V��
�P�R�Q�H�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�¶�V���U�H�D�O���´���V�K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H���K�D�V��
�E�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�V�� �O�R�Q�J�� �D�V�� �,�� �F�D�Q�� �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �E�H�L�Q�J��
�R�X�W�����V�R���,�¶�P���K�D�S�S�\�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���K�D�U�G���W�L�P�H�V���I�R�U���D�O�O��
�R�I�� �R�X�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �������� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�R�� �P�X�F�K��
�Z�R�U�N���O�H�I�W���W�R���G�R��

�³�$�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���O�R�R�N���D�W���L�W���D�V���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��
�(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���´���%�U�R�Z�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����³�,���O�R�R�N���D�W���L�W���D�V���D��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�K�R�¶�V���J�D�\���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���Z�K�R���F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���E�H��
�¿�U�H�G���I�R�U���E�H�L�Q�J���J�D�\�����Z�K�R�����L�I���,���K�D�Y�H���D���N�L�G���L�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O����
�W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���E�H���E�X�O�O�L�H�G�����D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���D�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���W�U�\�L�Q�J��
�W�R���P�D�N�H���L�W���D�V���D���Z�R�P�D�Q���K�H�U�H���L�Q���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�����7�K�L�V��
�L�V���D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V���R�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���R�X�W��
�I�R�U���P�\���U�L�J�K�W�V���´

�B�^�X�]�^�\�V�c

Helen Hicks

LGBT Caucus 
to hold march

�7�K�H�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �3�D�U�W�\�¶�V�� �/�*�%�7��
�D�Q�G���$�O�O�L�H�V�� �&�D�X�F�X�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�R�V�W�� �D�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��
�R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����$�X�J�X�V�W�������� �I�U�R�P������ �D���P���� �W�R���Q�R�R�Q���D�W��
�W�K�H���7�H�D�P�V�W�H�U���8�Q�L�R�Q���/�R�F�D�O�����������+�D�O�O�����7�K�H���K�D�O�O���L�V��
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W���������������6�F�K�R�R�O�F�U�D�I�W���5�G���L�Q���3�O�\�P�R�X�W�K����

�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���Z�L�O�O���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�� �P�D�U�F�K�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�� �&�L�Y�L�O�� �5�L�J�K�W�V�� �2�U�G�L-
�Q�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�����7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�D�Q���M�R�L�Q���L�Q���Z�L�O�O���P�H�H�W��
�D�W���W�K�H���%�H�O�O�D���1�R�W�W�H���U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�����O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W�����������:����
�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���$�Y�H���L�Q���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�����7�K�H���P�D�U�F�K���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H��
�S�O�D�F�H���I�U�R�P�����������S���P�����3�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D��
�S�L�]�]�D���G�L�Q�Q�H�U���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G��

�7�R���M�R�L�Q���L�Q�����S�O�H�D�V�H���5�6�9�3���W�R���-�X�O�L�H���1�H�P�H�F�H�N��
�D�W���M�Q�H�P�H�F�H�N�#�P�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�U�J���R�U���E�\���S�K�R�Q�H��
�D�W������������������������������

�)�R�U���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���/�*�%�7���D�Q�G��
Allies Caucus, or the event, contact Caucus Chair 
�3�K�L�O���9�R�O�N���D�W���S�K�L�O�Y�R�O�N���������#�\�D�K�R�R���F�R�P��
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Courting season

one of several candidates who attended HTJ 

�$�E�T�R�O�I�T���#�I�T�Y���#�O�U�N�C�I�L��
�H�O�P�E�F�U�L�S���V�I�E���F�O�R��
�,�'�"�4���V�O�T�E�����0�U�G�H��
�T�A�K�E�S���L�E�A�D���I�N���P�O�L�L�S

BY JESSICA CARRERAS

Detroit City Council primary elections 
happen Aug. 4, and candidates are wasting no 
time trying to gather supporters – including the 
LGBT vote.

Over the past week at events for Detroit’s 
black gay pride celebration, Hotter Than July, 
candidates made their way out to meet with 
constituents, promote themselves and schmooze. 
Annivory Calvert and her son Rep. Coleman 
Young II made an appearance at the Ruth Ellis 
Pride March on July 18, while Charles Pugh, 
Saunteel Jenkins and Detroit Mayor Dave Bing 
– who is also running for re-election – showed 
up at the Hotter Than July festival and picnic on 
July 25. Pugh also made an appearance at the 
HTJ VIP reception on Wednesday, July 22.

�3�X�J�K�����Z�K�R���F�D�P�H���X�S���¿�U�V�W���L�Q���D���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�R�O�O���R�I��
Detroiters on their city council picks, claimed 
that he was there to enjoy himself, not to garner 
votes. Others, such as Jenkins, used the festival 
�W�R�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �E�R�R�W�K�V�� �D�Q�G�� �À�\�H�U�V��
about their campaign. Mayor Bing shamelessly 
sported a “Re-elect Dave Bing” T-shirt.

Hank Millbourne, president of the Black 
Pride Society, which puts on HTJ each year, 
said that though no city council candidates were 
invited to attend the events, many came anyway, 
and were a hit with gay constituents.

Calvert’s unexpected appearance at the 
Pride March, for example, went well. “I can’t say 
that she’s actually been courting us,” Millbourne 
said of the candidate. “I think she just heard that 
we were having a parade and just thought it was 
a good opportunity and came out. She stayed a 
pretty decent amount of time and talked with 
people. I think (reactions to her) were pretty 
favorable. She talked about how she was very 
much in support of our community.”

Other candidates have voiced their support 
for the LGBT community, too, and are being well 
received. Though Pugh has been touted as the 
�¿�U�V�W���R�S�H�Q�O�\���J�D�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q���W�R���U�X�Q���I�R�U���F�L�W�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O����
Renita Edmonds, an out, black lesbian joins him. 
Though relatively unknown, she has gained the 
attention of the Triangle Foundation.

 On the side of allies, Ken Cockrel Jr. was 
present at June’s Pride Banquet and Awards 
Ceremony to present awards, and has long been 
known to be supportive of LGBT issues. 

Council run newcomer Matthew Naimi also 
voiced his support in recent weeks when asked 
about his stance. “I believe in equal rights for all 
LGBT community members. I believe in LGBT 
marriage rights. I believe in equality in regards 
�W�R�� �L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���� �W�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���´��
Naimi told Between The Lines. “As far as what 
I will do once elected … I will apply my beliefs 
in these rights to whatever issues that will be 
decided by council.”

Who the community supports
But despite who may be at their events or 

courting their vote, LGBT Detroiters have their 
minds made up about who they’re supporting.

At the top of everyone’s list is ex-newscast-
er Charles Pugh – who stands poised to become 
�Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�S�H�Q�O�\���J�D�\���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���&�L�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��
member, but also the president of the council.

In a poll of Detroit voters released July 
24 by Inside Michigan Politics, Pugh topped 
the charts, coming out just ahead of incumbent 
Cockrel. The former Fox 2 anchor also holds 
lofty endorsements from the Detroit News and 
Free Press, as well as Michigan Equality and the 
Triangle Foundation.

“We endorse him as an openly gay candi-
date,” said Michigan Equality Co-Chair Michelle 
Brown. “With 200 some odd candidates, he’s the 
only one that has actually come to us.”

The Triangle Foundation Pride PAC made 
a full set of endorsements, with Pugh at the top 
of their list. Other names included Fred Elliott 
Hall, Dalton Roberson, JoAnn Watson, Gary 
Brown, Mohamed Okdie and Brenda Jones, as 
well as Edmonds and Cockrel.

Triangle also endorsed Dave Bing for 
mayor of Detroit.

 Brown said that her organization declined 
to make a full endorsement of their picks for city 
council, as they prefer to focus on national and 
statewide elections. However, she commented 
that what she and all LGBT voters should look 
for were candidates who would not only support 
their issues, but support the city itself.

“It’s a time to really look for integrity, 
vision, transparency, community commitment 
and not so much name-recognition,” Brown 

said, pointing out that many hopefuls were well-
known, but for the wrong reasons. “It’s equally 
important for the candidates as well as the com-
munity to sort of look at Detroit and where it goes 
and what’s supposed to happen with it.”

Detroit City Council candidate Charles Pugh meets 
with constituents at the Hotter Than July festival and 
picnic. Pugh was one of several candidates who 
attended HTJ events throughout the week to court 
LGBT voters. BTL photo: Andrew Potter

Ruth Ellis to be 
inducted into 
hall of fame

Ruth Ellis, along with author Edna Ferber 
and Native American activist Margaret Mary 
Chandler, have been selected for induction 
to The Michigan’s Women’s Hall of Fame, 
sponsored by the Michigan Women’s Studies 
Association. The induction

will occur in Lansing on October 21 at 
the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame Awards 
Dinner.

The Ruth Ellis Center released news of the 
induction on July 23, which would have been the 
activist’s 110th birthday.

The center was created to honor the life 
and work of Ellis, who died in 2000 and is re-
membered as a treasured member of Detroit’s 
LGBT community. Ruth was an out lesbian of 
color at a time when very few people of any 
class or ethnicity were out. During her life she 
was an entrepreneur, a nurturer and a role model 
for many, whether white, black, gay, straight, 
young or old. 

The center serves LGBT youth in the metro 
Detroit area with housing, programming and 
guidance. Ellis lived to see the center open at 
its original location in Detroit. The center now 
resides in Highland Park.

For more information concerning the cen-
ter, visit www.ruthelliscenter.org.

For more information about the Michigan 
Women’s Hall of Fame, visit www.michiganwo-
menshalloffame.org.

Saunteel Jenkins, who hosted a booth at the Hotter Than July festival picnic, with members of Kick. BTL 
photo: Crystal Proxmire

Study: Half 
of Chicago’s 
HIV-positive 
men unaware

CHICAGO (AP) –  The Chicago Public 
Health Department estimates 17 percent of gay 
men in Chicago are HIV-positive, with half of 
them unaware they are infected.

�+�H�D�O�W�K���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���D�O�V�R���V�D�\���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���E�O�D�F�N��
men who have sex with other men have 
double the HIV infection rates of white and 
Hispanic men.

Public Health Department assistant com-
missioner Christopher Brown says it isn’t 
known why black men are disproportionately 
affected by HIV. He said the health depart-
ment is working with social service groups to 
expand testing and increase contact with the 
city’s gay and bisexual population.

Health officials said Friday informa-
tion in the report on HIV infection mark the 
�¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���&�K�L�F�D�J�R�� �K�H�D�O�W�K���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H���X�V�H�G��
blood-testing to determine infection rates 
among men.

According to Brown, past estimates 
have relied solely on interviews with gay and 
bisexual men about their HIV status.
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BTL EDITORIAL

POLITICAL IQ

The National Pratfall
March on Washington may do 
more harm than good

BY DIANE SILVER

A n LGBT march on Washington should 
be a great idea. It should energize the 
pro-equality community and rally the 

nation. It should move the president and push 
Congress into repealing all those laws that 
punish us for the “crimes” of living and loving 
while queer.

The Oct. 11 National Equality March, 
spearheaded by longtime activist Cleve Jones, 
should do all those things, but I fear it won’t. 
Even worse, the event could damage the move-
ment at a pivotal time.

�7�K�D�W�¶�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���P�D�U�F�K���K�D�V���D���I�D�W�D�O���À�D�Z�����,�W��
asks LGBT Americans and allies to waste time, 
money and energy traveling to Washington, 
D.C., when we need to stay home and organize 
in our own backyards. 

This flaw is born from a fundamental 
misunderstanding of how change comes to the 
Capitol. D.C.-based lobbying is important, but 
true change only arrives via events that happen 
far outside the Beltway.

�+�H�U�H�¶�V���W�K�H���K�D�U�G���W�U�X�W�K�����1�R���R�Q�H���Z�L�Q�V���D���Y�R�W�H��
in the House of Representatives or the Senate 
until they’ve changed attitudes in places that 
are dozens, hundreds and thousands of miles 
from Capitol Hill. All the visits to Congress and 
all the rallies on the National Mall aren’t half 
as important as what happens in Des Moines, 
Fresno, Baltimore, Dallas, Boston and hundreds 
of other places in the country. 

Take the case of Democrat Nancy Pelosi. 
Why do you suppose the Speaker of the House 
is pro-LGBT? Is it because she is a saint who 
supports our cause even when her constituents 
don’t? Not exactly. 

Since 1987 Pelosi has represented the 8th 
District of California, which encompasses the 
Castro. Not only does her district include the 
highest number of same-sex couples in the 
nation, but it has also been the site of the most 
sustained LGBT organizing effort in history. 

Beginning in the 1960s, continuing with 
Harvey Milk’s campaigns, moving through 
AIDS activism and up to today, the 8th provides 
a model of how LGBT people can organize 
locally. These days an anti-LGBT politician 
�F�R�X�O�G�� �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U�� �J�H�W�� �H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �Q�R�U�� �V�W�D�\�� �L�Q�� �R�I�¿�F�H�� �L�Q��
the California 8th. 

Here’s a political pop quiz.
�4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����:�K�H�Q���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���0�D�U-

riage Act, the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” ban on 
lesbians and gays in the military and other 
discriminatory laws be repealed? 

�$�Q�V�Z�H�U�����:�K�H�Q�����������P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H��
and 60 senators realize that their constituents 

no longer support politicians who work against 
equality. Those numbers are the votes needed to 
pass legislation and send it to President Barack 
Obama for his signature.  

Although march leaders say they intend to 
organize all 435 Congressional districts, pull-
ing people out of their hometowns and sending 
them on a costly trip won’t do that. If only 5,000 
people attend the march and each one spends a 
mere $500 on travel expenses, this one event 
�Z�L�O�O���E�X�U�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H��
been put into local organizing.

The cost is worrisome in the midst of a 
record-breaking recession. An upcoming vote 
on marriage equality in Maine and another pos-
�V�L�E�O�H���Y�R�W�H���L�Q���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���D�O�V�R���Q�H�H�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
support we can provide. 

March organizers aren’t villains, and 
they’re not fools. I’ve long admired politico 
�'�D�Y�L�G���0�L�[�Q�H�U�����Z�K�R���¿�U�V�W���U�D�L�V�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I��
a march; organizer Torie Osborn, former execu-
tive director of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force; and Cleve Jones. 

The California 8th wouldn’t be what it is 
today without Jones. He also helped transform 
attitudes about AIDS and gave people a way to 
cope with the epidemic’s emotional devasta-
tion by founding The NAMES Project AIDS 
Memorial Quilt.

On this project, though, I respectfully 
disagree with my three heroes.

Mixner blogged that “having matured into 
�D���I�X�O�O���À�H�G�J�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����L�W���L�V���H�V�V�H�Q-
tial that our community move outside its own 
comfort zone.” If I’m reading him correctly, he’s 
talking about the march and bringing straight 
friends and allies with us to D.C.

Once again, I respectfully disagree. I don’t 
think that joining a anonymous crowd in a gay-
friendly city like Washington, D.C., takes much 
courage, even if we drag our straight family and 
friends along. 

For LGBT people and our allies in Mis-
souri, Maine and other states that control key 
votes in Congress, moving outside our comfort 
zones means demonstrating in our own back-
yards. These often-conservative places are 
where our voices – and the voices of our straight 
family and friends – must be heard. 

An LGBT march on Washington should 
be a great idea. Sometime in the future it might 
be. Just not today. 

Diane Silver is a former newspaper reporter and 
magazine editor, whose work has appeared in The 
Progressive, Salon.com, Ms, and other national 
publications. She can be reached care of this pub-
lication or at PoliticalIQ@qsyndicate.com.

Electing Pugh will offer more 
than a political win

While it will be great to have an 
openly gay man on city council for 
his political power, it’s not entirely 
necessary to win our battles. 
We still have many friends, even 
without Pugh. So then why is his 
election and possible city council 
presidency such a huge deal?

When Charles Pugh announced his run 
for Detroit City Council in April of 
this year, we at Between The Lines 

�D�G�P�L�W�����:�H���J�R�W���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���J�L�G�G�\��
Not only has Pugh long been an icon in 

Michigan’s gay community, but he’s just a re-
ally nice, down-to-earth guy. He has hung out at 
Hotter Than July events, served as MC at award 
dinners and moderated panels on HIV/AIDS – 
and he did a lot of this long before he was vying 
for our votes.

�2�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\�����-�X�O�\�����������'�H�W�U�R�L�W�¶�V���/�*�%�7���F�R�P-
munity got some news for which giddy was an 
understatement. Charles Pugh not only stands a 
good chance to be elected to city council – he is 
in the lead. In a poll conducted by Inside Michi-
�J�D�Q���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���)�R�[�������Q�H�Z�V�����3�X�J�K�¶�V��
�I�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�R�P�S�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�Q�G�������W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���R�S�H�Q�O�\��
�J�D�\���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���F�D�P�H���R�X�W���¿�U�V�W���R�Q���Y�R�W�H�U�V�¶���O�L�V�W�V�����M�X�V�W��
ahead of Ken Cockrel Jr. If this trend stays true 
until November, Pugh stands poised to be the 
next president of Detroit City Council.

Wow.
This is not just exciting for the reasons you 

might think, i.e. that he’ll support our causes 
in city council. Here’s why there’s more to it 
than that.

Ex-Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick had his anti-
gay moments, including a very hurtful comment 
he made concerning the fact that he didn’t want 
gays near his kids.

However, the council – and now, Mayor 
Dave Bing – have been generally supportive of 
the community. They come to our events, they 
want our votes and they value our input. They 
know we are a part of Detroit. Eight out of nine 
���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���.�Z�D�P�H���.�H�Q�\�D�W�W�D�����Y�R�W�H�G���L�Q��
favor of the ordinance that protects LGBT people 
from discrimination in housing, employment and 
public services in Detroit.

Other candidates being voted on in Aug. 
4’s primary election are LGBT-supportive, too, 

including Cockrel, Annivory Calvert, Saunteel 
Jenkins and others. After the passing of the ordi-
nance, Cockrel even said, “Detroit is a welcom-
�L�Q�J���F�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���D�O�O���R�I���R�X�U���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���P�X�V�W���U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�L�V��
openness and commitment to social justice.”

�:�H�� �D�W�� �%�7�/�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�K�R�P�H�Y�H�U��
is elected to city council will be supportive of 
our rights – or at least if they’re not, they’ll be 
outnumbered by our allies.

While it will be great to have an openly gay 
man on city council for his political power, it’s 
not entirely necessary to win our battles and push 
forward on our issues in the city and state. We still 
have many friends, even without Pugh. 

So then why is his election and possible city 
council presidency such a huge deal?

Because he’s making history. Because we 
love him as a member of our community. Because 
we can be proud.

The election of Charles Pugh – and our 
many other allies – to Detroit City Council and 
�R�W�K�H�U���O�R�F�D�O���R�I�¿�F�H�V���Z�L�O�O���R�I�I�H�U���Z�L�Q�V���I�R�U���X�V���S�R�O�L�W�L-
cally and socially. Pugh paved roads for black, 
gay Detroiters when he came out as a well-liked 
and respected media personally. Now, let’s cheer 
�K�L�P���R�Q���D�Q�G���Y�R�W�H���K�L�P���L�Q�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���H�L�J�K�W���R�W�K�H�U��
LGBT-supportive candidates) as he makes his-
tory again.



11�"�E�T�W�E�E�N���4�H�E���,�I�N�E�S���s���*�U�L�Y������������������

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

– First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Parting 
     Glances
Then & Now

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

VIEWPOINT 

Remembering E. Lynn
But not on the hole

October 11 – Coming Out Day – will roll around this year 
with challenges from a new organization for ex-gays and 
their therapists: Parents & Friends Advocating Reparative 

Religion.
Like it or not, the LGBT event that started just years ago – set 

aside for coming out to family, friends, employers, IRS, senior citizen 
assisted living staff – will be competing with P-FARR’s planned, “Take 
An Ex-Gay to Lunch Day.”

According to P-FARR’s president, Dr. Phineas T. Widestance, 
author of “Pulling It Out: An Ex-Gay’s Handbook to Celibacy and 
Salvation”: “There’s no reason why ex-gays can’t be ‘holy heartedly’ 
welcomed into American religious society.

”What better place to start than in a family values restaurant, 
with ‘holy some’ Southern Baptist down-home-style cooking. No 
�I�U�X�L�W�\���À�D�P�E�H�V�����1�R���S�H�W�L�W���I�R�X�U�V�����1�R���F�D�Y�L�D�U�����-�X�V�W���I�R�O�N�V�\�����V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G����
God-blessed vittles.

�³�<�R�X�¶�G���E�H���O�L�F�N�H�G�O�\���V�S�O�L�W���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G���K�R�Z���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���\�R�X�¶�O�O���¿�Q�G���±���R�Y�H�U��
Oolong tea, a toss-your-own salad, a succulent helping of de-boned 
chicken – that ex-gays are like everybody else. Like our Muslim 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����R�X�U���-�H�Z�L�V�K���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�����+�L�Q�G�X���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���E�X�G-
�G�L�H�V�����7�K�H�\���D�O�O���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���X�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H�\���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�H�Q���X�S���D�Q�G���À�\���U�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K��
�-�H�V�X�V�����W�K�H�U�H�¶�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�O���W�R���S�D�\��

“If you’ve the courage of your holy convictions and ex-gay 
lunch, then by your straight-shooting example, heaven may be just 
a few well-buttered hot-cross buns away, so to speak. But keep in 
mind. Cocktails are no no. Colas – diet free of same-sex associa-
tions – are OK.”

�'�U�����:�L�G�H�V�W�D�Q�F�H�¶�V���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�P�D�U�N�V���D�U�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���3���)�$�5�5�¶�V���¿�U�V�W��
�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����K�H�O�G���-�X�O�\���������L�Q���3�U�R�X�G�S�X�W�W�H�U�L�Q�J�����*�D�������D�W���W�K�H���5�H�Y����
Candy A. Cotton Bible Center, with 800 attendees, 38.5 of whom 

profess to be ex-gay, ex-T, ex-butch, ex-femme, ex-Democrat (the 
�S�R�L�Q�W���¿�Y�H�U����

“It takes courage to ‘pull it out’ as an ex-gay,” says Dr. Wid-
estance (whose daughter, Wanda-Mae Shortblouse, three times 
divorced, is now happily married to an ex-gay Episcopalian priest, 
�W�X�U�Q�H�G���I�R�U�H�F�O�R�V�X�U�H���P�R�J�X�O�����E�\���W�K�H���J�U�D�F�H���R�I���*�R�G�������³�6�R�����,���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���\�R�X��
who are straight – you know who you are by how you cross your 
legs in your own church pew – to befriend an ex-gay and invite him, 
her, or it to lunch.

“Remember: It’s lunch, not brunch – so, there’s no gay thing to 
�Z�R�U�U�\�� �D�E�R�X�W�����7�K�H�U�H�¶�V�� �D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\�� �Q�R���V�L�Q���L�Q���S�L�F�N�L�Q�J�� �X�S�� �W�K�H���W�D�E���� ���-�X�V�W��
�P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���Q�R�E�R�G�\���S�L�F�N�V���X�S���W�K�H���Z�D�L�W�H�U�����-�X�V�W���N�L�G�G�L�Q�J�����-�X�V�W���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���M�R�N�H����
�$�K���P�H�Q�����,���P�H�D�Q�����D�\���P�H�Q�����´

�1�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���3���)�$�5�5���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U�������������P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H����������
an online registry of ex-gays by state, city, precinct – with photos, 
�¿�Q�J�H�U�S�U�L�Q�W�V���� �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���� ������ �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V��
�W�R���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U���³�(�[���*�D�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���:�H�H�N�´���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� ������ �F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �D�Q���H�[���J�D�\��
�P�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���E�D�Q�G���I�R�U���J�D�\���S�U�L�G�H���S�D�U�D�G�H�V�����D�Q�G���������F�K�D�S�H�U�R�Q�H�G���E�X�V���W�U�L�S�V���W�R��
the Creation Museum near the Grand Canyon rim to view straight 
�,�V�U�D�H�O�L�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�D�U�E�\���P�D�W�L�Q�J���K�H�W�H�U�R�V�H�[�X�D�O���G�L�Q�R�V�D�X�U�V����

�-�X�O�\�������3���)�$�5�5���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H�P�H���L�V�����³�6�R�P�H���R�I���0�\���%�H�V�W���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V��
Were Gay.” Hands-on workshops include: “Are Computers to Blame 
for Limp Wrists?” “Are Stealth Drag Kings A Threat to the Second 
�&�R�P�L�Q�J�"�´���³�&�D�Q���(�[���*�D�\�V���&�5�2�6�6�G�U�H�V�V���I�R�U���-�H�V�X�V�"�´���³�,�V���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�D�U�\��
Position Politically Correct?” “Keep Your Eye On the Donut.”

This year’s P-FARR honoree is Richard B. Flaccid, who holds 
the Guinness record for reparative therapy-induced celibacy (10 years, 
�V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����������G�D�\�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�K�R�U�W�H�V�W���I�R�U���J�R�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�����W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V��
of RT, after a year in the slammer for “demon crazed,” non-stop sex 
on a Sunday in an illegally parked Baptist School Bus with its turn 
signals on.

Says Dick, “I’d be ever so happy to brunch, er, lunch, with 
anybody. Holy or Unholy. Doughnuts or no. Not only haven’t I had 
�V�H�[�����V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���R�U���J�D�\���±���,�¶�P���À�D�W���E�U�R�N�H���´

Charles@pridesource.com

“Ah-men! I mean, ay-men!”

BY JASON A. MICHAEL

I t was early 1995. I was living in 
Miami and taking a leisurely perusal 
through the bookshelves of Lambda 

Passages on Biscayne Boulevard, look-
ing for books with black faces on the 
cover. There were few. But, suddenly, I 
came upon back-to-back books by a new 
author named E. Lynn Harris, and I felt 
my luck starting to change.

I took home both “Invisible Life” 
�D�Q�G���³�-�X�V�W���$�V���,���$�P�´���W�K�D�W���G�D�\�����7�K�H���E�R�R�N�V��
were my companions for the next several 
nights and reading them was a deli-
cious thrill. So much so that after 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P���� �,�� �U�H�D�G�� �W�K�H�P�� �E�R�W�K��
again. And, eventually, again.

Later that year, I took the 
worn trade paperbacks with me to 
the Miami International Book Fair, 
which took place just blocks from 
my apartment on the grounds of 
the downtown campus of Miami-
Dade Community College, where 
I was attending classes. Harris was 
there, already drawing healthy 
crowds. After speaking and read-
ing, he took questions from the 
raft audience before beginning to 
sign books, a process he clearly 
relished. He greeted each fan with 
an undeniably authentic smile, 
posed for photographs and chat-
ted amicably.    

Fast forward four years. I 
had returned home to Detroit, 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �D�W�� �:�D�\�Q�H�� �6�W�D�W�H��
University and was just starting 
out, as they say in the trade, as a 
cub reporter for Between The Lines when 
I heard that Harris was coming to town. 
I jumped at the chance to interview him, 
and was delighted when both the paper 
and his publicist gave me the green light 
to do so. I had barely a handful of writing 
assignments under my belt, and when the 

time came to meet him in the lobby of 
his hotel, the Ritz Carlton in Dearborn, 
I was a puddle of nerves.

I needn’t have worried. Harris 
gauged the situation within seconds and 
set out to put me at ease. He ended up 
treating me to lunch in the hotel’s restau-
rant, and the interview went fabulously, 
particularly considering it started by my 
showing him the photo we had taken 
together at the book fair back in Miami. 
Things had changed dramatically for 
Harris since then. Long gone were the 
days of selling books out of the trunk of 

his car. Harris’s star had made a rapid 
ascent and he was now living the high 
life. 

“I remember struggling to get to 
different places,” he told me. “Counting 
�G�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�H�Q�Q�\�� �R�Q���D�L�U�O�L�Q�H���À�L�J�K�W�V���R�U��
bus or train or just getting a hotel. But on 
�W�K�L�V���W�R�X�U�����H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���¿�U�V�W���F�O�D�V�V����

I mean, no expense has been spared ... 
and that’s easy to get used to.”

Still, as happy as he was to be liv-
ing the dream, he was already a little 
weary.

“A lot of people think that this 
would be an easy life, and there are cer-
�W�D�L�Q���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���L�W���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���´���K�H���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�G����
“But when you’re on the road, it’s gru-
eling. This tour, I became a little more 
tired of E. Lynn Harris. I would rather 
�M�X�V�W�� �E�H�� �/�\�Q�Q�� �������� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�D�\�V�� �W�R��
�¿�O�O���P�\���G�D�\�V���´

But being E. Lynn Harris was a 
full-time job. He would go on to 
release 11 novels – all New York 
Times bestsellers – and an auto-
biography. He edited two antholo-
gies, saw one of his books devel-
oped for the stage and three more 
�R�S�W�L�R�Q�H�G���I�R�U���¿�O�P�����+�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R��
his alma mater, the University of 
Arkansas-Fayetteville, for what 
was supposed to be a one-term 
teaching assignment and enjoyed 
it so much he stayed on. He men-
tored students, aspiring writers 
and even his peers. 

Lynn always answered my 
calls for help while I was work-
�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �P�\�� �¿�U�V�W�� �E�R�R�N���� �³�6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K��
Of A Woman: The Phyllis Hyman 
Story.” He asked for a copy upon 

its release and after proclaim-
ing it “an important book,” he 
worked to promote it when he 
could. He did this for many 
others as well. Lynn had a 
big, big heart and so it’s not 
surprising that it gave out on 

him in the end. It was so overworked.
“I want to do my part,” he told 

me in 2006, the last time I interviewed 
him for BTL. “I think to whom much is 
given, much is expected. So that’s what 
I’m trying to do.”

And you did it, Lynn. You did it.

LGBTs must defeat stigma, create dialogue to gain black acceptance

In reading “On the Same Side,” I had 
�D���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����%�7�/���-�X�O�\�������������,�¶�P���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�L�W�K��
arguments typically used by black Ameri-
cans to express opposition to gay civil 
rights. I identify as an African-American 
same gender attracted woman and have 
taught LGBT Studies at the University 
of Michigan. In class, I used comparisons  
to appreciate both struggles, as well as 
the intersecting struggles/stressors of 
being black and SGA simultaneously. To 
me, part of the choice versus non-choice 

controversy stems from not realizing the 
distinction between behavior and identity. 
I believe that we have not done enough to 
de-stigmatize same gender attraction and 
we continue to sexualize and behavior-
ize it by using terms like homosexuality 
and sexuality. Lastly, I concur with Dr. 
Angela Dillard’s highlight of studies 
showing increased compassion for SGA 
persons by heterattractional people with 
increased personal interface. With this 
being said, there will be a citywide group 

dialogue for African Americans across at-
�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\���R�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������7�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O��
create safe space for needed conversations 
that haven’t been happening within black 
communities. It’s being sponsored in part 
by the Arcus Foundation and organized by 
�P�\�V�H�O�I�����-�����)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N���%�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���&�U�\�V�W�D�O�O�H�H��
Crain. For more information, visit www.
detroitstartsomethinggmail.com  

�'�U�����.�R�¿���$�G�R�P�D
Detroit, Mich.

“I think to whom much is given, much is 
expected. So that’s what I’m trying to do.”

The late E. Lynn Harris with  Jason Michael in 1995.
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Peter LaBarbera
BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

The topic of health care is on everyone’s lips, and Peter 
LaBarbera, president of Americans for Truth About 
Homosexuality, “a group dedicated to exposing the 

homosexual activist agenda,” is no exception.
Granted, most folks are focused on things like Ameri-

ca’s large number of uninsured or the rising cost of caring for 
the sick and injured. LaBarbera 
has a much more limited scope: 
�W�K�H�� �J�D�\�V���� �6�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���� �J�D�\�� �P�H�Q��
and sex and how it’s bad and the 
government must stop it.

Speaking July 24 at the 2009 
Reclaiming Oklahoma For Christ 
Conference, LaBarbera called for 
a government study of the danger-
ous of homosexual sex. Because, 
you know, priorities.

“When it comes to com-
bating cigarettes, the 
government not only 
restricts, taxes and bans 
smoking, it also funds 
and encourages anti-
smoking messages and 
advertisements,” reads 
Americans for Truth’s 
Web site. “Given the 
immense health risks of 
male homosexual sex, 
shouldn’t the federal 

government do a comprehensive study on the matter, tax 
sodomitic establishments and educate the public and espe-
cially young people about the dangers of ‘gay’ sex?”

One wonders just how LaBarbera thinks the govern-
ment should restrict, tax and ban gay sex. Given his obses-
sion with the subject, my guess is he’d be happy to take on 
the volunteer title of gay sex enforcer, much like those old 
guys who stand on the Texas border with shotguns looking 
out for illegal immigrants.

It is also worth noting the fact that Americans for Truth 
about Homosexuality advocates educating “young people” 
about the horrors of gay sex. Keep in mind, this is a group 
�W�K�D�W�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �/�*�%�7�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�¿�O�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V��
and corrupting children. So it’s OK to talk to kids about 
homosexuality if the topic is gay sex=bad, but not OK if 
the topic is, say, anti-gay bullying.

Also, the cigarette analogy is not new one. Anti-gay 
groups have long been batting around the claim that men 
having sex with other men is more dangerous than smok-
ing. That there has been no valid data indicating as much 
doesn’t seem to matter. Science is, after all, the providence 
of secular heathens.

So what is fueling LaBarbera’s clarion call for such a 
study is information from the FDA’s Web site about gay men 
donating blood in the United States. While LaBarbera acts 
as if this information is new and revelational, the policy has 
been in place since 1983. 

In fact, the policy, which lumps gay and bisexual men 
in with hookers and junkies and bans them from donating 
blood for life, has been widely criticized. The Red Cross 
�K�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���L�W���³�P�H�G�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���X�Q�Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�H�G���´���7�K�H��
executive vice president of America’s Blood Centers has 
publicly expressed his disappointment over the policy.

Martin Algaze, spokesman for Gay Men’s Health Cri-
sis, has called the policy “archaic and discriminatory because 
it falsely assumes that all gay men are HIV-positive regard-
less of their sexual behavior. At the same time, it allows 
heterosexuals to donate blood even if they have participated 
in risky sexual or drug-use behavior.”

But hey, never mind that. Let’s do a government 
study of hot man-on-man action, because LaBarbera needs 
something to replace his dog-eared and tattered copy of the 
Starr Report.

Americans for Truth 
about Homosexuality 
advocates educating 
“young people” about 
the horrors of gay sex. 

Famed author E. Lynn Harris dies
�#�O�M�M�U�N�I�T�Y���R�E�A�C�T�S���T�O���L�O�S�S���O�F���-�I�C�H�I�G�A�N�
�B�O�R�N��
�B�E�S�T�
�S�E�L�L�I�N�G���W�R�I�T�E�R

BY BTL STAFF

LOS ANGELES – Flint native and 
New York Times best-selling author E. 
Lynn Harris died suddenly of an apparent 
heart attack on the night of July 23 while 
on a business trip in California. Harris, 54, 
was found unconscious in his room at the 
Peninsula Hotel in Los Angeles. A doctor 
was called but was unable to revive him.

Harris, who spent most of his formative 
years in Little Rock, Ark., studied journalism 
at the University of Arkansas-Fayetteville. 
Following his graduation, however, Harris 
went into the lucrative business of computer 
sales, working for IBM, Hewlett-Packard 
and AT&T for over 13 years. Finally, in 
1991, Harris felt the time was right to pursue 
his dream. He left his job and comfortable 
salary behind and wrote his first novel, 
“Invisible Life.” 

A groundbreaking effort, “Invisible 
Life” told the story of a black, gay man 
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�� �O�L�I�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�U�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G��
self-acceptance. Unable to interest a pub-
lisher, Harris self-published and sold the 
book directly to black bookstores and beauty 
salons before eventually being picked up by 
Anchor Books in 1994.

“It was just what was supposed to 
happen,” Harris told Between The Lines in 
1999 of the struggle to get a book deal. “I 
worked very hard during that time, but it 
was among the best times of my life and it 
was good for me.”

Once reissued, “Invisible Life” quickly 
made The New York Times bestsellers list, 
an astounding feat for an openly gay black 
male author writing about gay black men, 
and one that all 11 of his novels would man-
age to accomplish. Harris shed a light on an 
entirely new literary genre and opened doors 
for many to come. And with the creation of 
his Better Days Foundation, he sought to 
support struggling up and coming authors. 

�+�D�U�U�L�V�¶�V���Q�R�Y�H�O�V���W�R�O�G���R�I���D�I�À�X�H�Q�W���E�O�D�F�N����
gay men and the beautiful black women 
whose lives they intersected with. But in 
2003, Harris strayed from the formula and 
released a no-holds barred biography.

Harris’s book tours became massive 
undertakings as he read to packed houses 
across the continent. He would often begin 
or end his tours in Detroit, and once did as 

�P�D�Q�\���D�V���V�L�[���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���L�Q���¿�Y�H���G�D�\�V��
time.

“I love Detroit,” he once said. “I think 
they claim me as their own since I was born 
in Flint and I’m really honored by that. It’s 
one of those cities where I could come and 
stay a week and do something everyday and 
still have nice crowds.”

And Detroit, it seems, loved him back. 
News of the author’s death spread quickly, 
and Michigan’s LGBT community mourned 
the loss of Harris. 

“His work was instrumental in showing 
black people that gay people exist and they 
are black,” commented Tiffany McLean of 
Detroit. “He helped countless people come 

out, comfortably knowing that they were not 
alone. He was a treasure to all the world. He 
will be missed.”

“As a writer and a lesbian, as well 
as an African-American, I am deeply sad-
dened,” added Shuntoia Gradford, 25, of 
Detroit. “My heart goes out to those closest 
to him.”

Local black LGBT organization Kick 
released a statement announcing Harris’ 
death. Executive Director Curtis Lipscomb 
recalled meeting the author and growing 
to be friends. “I met E. Lynn when I was 
publisher of Kick Magazine,” he said. 
�³�+�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���X�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W��
self-published book. We were friends ever 
since.”

In addition to The New York Times, 
Harris’s books have also appeared on the 
bestseller lists of the Wall Street Journal, 
USA Today, Entertainment Weekly and The 
Washington Post. There are to date, accord-
ing to his publisher, 4 million copies of his 
books in print. He also edited two antholo-
gies, “Freedom In This Village: Twenty-Five 

Years of Black Gay Men’s Writing” (Da 
Capo Press) and “Gumbo: A Celebration of 
African-American Writers” (Harlem Moon), 
and was twice nominated for an NAACP 
Image Award. 

Harris maintained homes in Atlanta and 
Fayetteville, where he taught contemporary 
�¿�F�W�L�R�Q���D�W���K�L�V���D�O�P�D���P�D�W�H�U�����8�S�R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H��
of his autobiography, Harris told BTL the 
moral of his story was simple.

“Don’t ever give up, don’t ever give 
up, don’t ever give up,” he said. “So many 
people think about it and I’m here – liv-
ing proof – to tell them to just wait, be 
patient.”

Best-selling author E. Lynn Harris died of an 
apparent heart attack on July 23. He was 54.

“His work was instrumental in showing black people that gay 
people exist and they are black. He helped countless people 
come out, comfortably knowing that they were not alone. 
He was a treasure to all the world. He will be missed.”

- Tiffany McLean of Detroit

Bloggers call for nationwide kissing demonstration
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - Gay rights 

activists are organizing a nationwide string 
of kissing demonstrations in response to the 
treatment of gay couples in Utah and Texas 
who tangled with security guards or police 
after kissing in public.

The Great Nationwide Kiss-In is 
scheduled for Aug. 15. Events are planned 
for at least seven cities, including Boston, 

New York, Houston, Portland, Ore., and 
three California cities _ Irvine, San Diego 
and San Francisco.

A Web page and Facebook page pro-
moting the demonstrations says more events 
are in the works.

A pair of bloggers, David Badash, of 
New York, and David Mailloux, of Boston, 
are behind the plans, along with the organi-

zation Join the Impact.
They say the events are not a protest 

against those who oppose gay rights. But 
they say people should be allowed to freely 
express their affection.

The Great Nationwide Kiss-In: http://great-
nationwidekissin.com
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�C�s�f�b�l�j�o�h�!�g�s�p�n�!�u�i�f�!�Õ�C�j�c�m�f�Ö�!

Sia is the friend you never knew. Lexapro, butt 
sex, compulsively lying – she doesn’t even know 
us, and we heard it all, oftentimes laced with 

thunderous bursts of shrill laughter. It’s way cute.
Best known for “Breathe Me,” the send-off song 

�W�R���W�K�H���³�6�L�[���)�H�H�W���8�Q�G�H�U�´���V�H�U�L�H�V���¿�Q�D�O�H�����W�K�H���T�X�H�H�U���S�U�R�J��
pop Aussie’s dropped three solo albums and a DVD 
– “TV is my Parent,” released in May. One of her 
biggest fans happens to be one of the world’s biggest 
stars: Christina Aguilera, who tapped Sia for a handful 

of collaborations on the “Dirrty” singer’s upcoming 
album.

Sia’s also wrapping up work on her own LP – 
“the best thing I’ve ever done,” she gushes. Between 
recording sessions, the human energy drink told us 
about her take on being a “womyn,” having game 
night with Aguilera and how the hardest years of her 
life produced the happiest album of her career.

Hello, Sia. It’s good to speak with you.

Yes, likewise. I would say I look forward to meeting you, but I 
won’t because it sounds like you have a dong.

(Laughs) I was just gonna say that, ‘Unfortunately,  I 
won’t see you at the Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival 
because – ”

You were born with a penis – yeah. Wouldn’t it have been awkward 
if, actually, you just had an incredibly deep voice (laughs)? That 
kind of thing happens to me all the time – awkward moments where 
I make an assumption and it’s wrong, like, “I guess we won’t be 

seeing you at the 
Womyn’s Festival, 
ol’ deep voice.”

And it’s actually 
a woman?

Yeah.

So you’re recording a new record. How’s it coming 
along?

I’m really excited! I think it’s the best thing I’ve ever done.

Whoa, cool. Yeah, I’m really psyched, too. I loved the 
last couple records.

Well, it’s very different. I hope you’ll still like – I mean, it’s still 
me. If you know the last record at all, there was a track on it 
called “Buttons,” which was a more uptempo one. It’s going in 
that direction.

Still      
breathing

Michigan Womyn’s Music 
Festival performer Sia talks 
about happiness, feminism, 
elephants, drugs and murder

by Chris Azzopardi Michigan 
Womyn’s Music 

Festival, Aug. 4-9
Sia: Night stage, Aug. 7

Oceana County, between Hart and 
Ludington

For directions, ticket information and the 
complete line-up, visit www.michfest.com

Michigan-born musician on being the daughter of a 
preacher man, how songwriting is like peeing and the 

gay pals that changed her life forever
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Will it be equally split between depressing “Breath e Me” 
Sia and sunny/cute “Day Too Soon” Sia?

Actually there’s not much depressing shit on here this time. I’m 
scared. I hope I’m not alienating a whole demographic, like the 
majority of my miserable fans (laughs).

You’ve been taking too much Paxil?

I know. I’m really high on the Lexapro (laughs). Lexi! Lexi! 
Basically, I don’t know what happened, but it’s weird. I’ve had 
the hardest two years of my life; it’s just been a bit of a struggle 
the last couple of years, but I’ve written the happiest album of my 
career, so it’s really weird. 

Well, I’m glad that you sound happy now.

Thank you!

But, actually, I first knew you when you were sad 
(laughs). Like a lot of your fans, I was sold after hearing 
“Breathe Me” during the “Six Feet Under” series finale.

I know, wasn’t that painful?

It was  very  painful. What was it like hearing your song 
as a bunch of people just dropped dead?

I felt awkward and masturbatory in a way, because I was a big 
fan of the show, and I was watching it and I was crying and I was 
like, “This is weird.”

A little part of me, if I were you, would’ve felt respon-
sible.

Yeah – I’m a killer (laughs).

I know you’ve been super busy with the recording of 
this album, but also you were working with Christina 
Aguilera for a bit.

Yeah, hello!

I read a blog post that you wrote regarding what went 
on behind the scenes, like drinking milkshakes, gram-
mar lessons –

And how I wanted to eat her child like corn on the cob (laughs). 
I still do.

Sounds like it must’ve been a fun recording experi -
ence.

It really was. It was so fun. She’s a really nice person. I’m going 
over their house to have game night some time. It’s gotta be an 
�R�G�G���G�D�\�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Q�R�Z���,�¶�P���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���J�H�W���¿�W���V�R���,�¶�Y�H���J�R�W���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��

trainer. I’m in Hollywood now, recording the album with a per-
sonal trainer. It’s hilarious.

You’ve hit the big time.

I’m really, really moving up in the world. So I’m going over 
(to Aguilera’s) one night next week when I don’t have to get up 
early with the personal trainer the next day, because she’s a bit 
of a night owl, so I know it’ll probably end up being a late one. 
She has Super Mario in her house. She has a game room that has 
arcade games in it and a pool table and stuff. 

I would totally have the same if I were famous.

Yeah, if I was that famous, and if I could afford it, I would build 
several restaurants in my house with different themes, and prob-
ably a dog park and a Pinkberry (Frozen Yogurt). Maybe a board 
game haven, with Taboo, Scrabble –

I love word games.

Are you on Facebook? Do you play Word Twist or Scrabbli-
cious?

No, but I am on Facebook. I’ll have to check those ou t.

Oh, it’s so good. You should. You should challenge your friends 
to a game of Twirl or Scramble. You can play yourself – or you 
can play random people you don’t know, but I think that’s kind 
of like sleeping around.

I’d still do it.

I totally do it. I don’t know why, but I do (laughs).

So the material that you wrote for her, is it happy or 
depressing?

It’s a bit of both. It’s kind of more ballad-y. There’s one really 
beautiful kind of mid-tempo; I guess that’s the one they’re thinking 
might be a single. I have a couple of favorites, but my favorite is 
kind of like a lullaby. I don’t remember what we’re calling it now, 
but we wrote it for her son, and it’s really beautiful.

What does being a “womyn” mean to you?

Oh, wow – I just think that’s some snazzy spelling. As a word-
�V�P�L�W�K�����,�¶�P���J�R�Q�Q�D���V�D�\���,�¶�P���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���E�L�W���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����O�D�X�J�K�V������
But, actually, I think it’s about owning something.

Do you see it as a feminist approach to the word 
“woman”?

Yeah, I do, and I only know that because J.D. (Samson of Le Tigre), 
my girlfriend, has been trying to teach me about that stuff. I mean, 
she says that I am a feminist, that I’m clearly a feminist, and I 
know that my mom is a feminist – my mom is a studied feminist. 
I’ve never studied feminism, but I have an approach to life that 
is – well, my belief (regarding) feminism is simply that women 
should be kind to other women, and that’s what feminism is to me. 

So I don’t know. I’ve never read any Gloria Steinem or Germaine 
Greer; I am clueless when it comes to that. All I know is that I’m 
nice to my female friends, and I support women in my industry, 
and I support women and equal rights. And now I’ve kind of moved 
on to gay rights ’cause it’s the fashion right now (laughs).

Yeah, it’s definitely “in” right now.

I also am kind of into Iran (laughs). And elephants, obviously.

I’ve watched your DVD, and I loved it. Every second of 
it. You are hilarious.

Thank you. I have not seen it. Have they put in all the banter 
between the songs?

Yeah.

Oh, no (laughs).

Which brings me to my last question: Have you really 
seen most of your band members’ dicks like you say?

Well, let me think. I’m trying to remember who was in the band at 
the time, and I think the answer is no. I’ve only seen one of their 
dicks because about 11 years – no, must be 15 years ago, oh my 
god. Oh, no, no, it’d have to be 11 or 12 years ago. I boofed my 
bass player (laughs).

Our readers will appreciate knowing that.

We’ve talked about that on stage before; it’s been a hilarious 
kind of a running joke. He gets really embarrassed about it. I 
obviously have no shame about any of my past, but I’ve seen 
his dong. I’ve not seen anyone else’s in the band – that’s a lie 
(laughs). I’m a liar.

That makes me feel better. I was way jealous – espe cially 
when you said they were enormous.

(Laughs) I’m a total liar. I’ll lie for a laugh, but I generally come 
clean. But on stage, I’ll lie and obviously there’s not really an 
opportunity for me to say, “That was a lie.” But this has been a 
great opportunity for me to really clear that up.

For the complete interview with Sia, visit www.pridesource.com.

The Michigan Womyn’s Festival, held every August 
since 1976, has created a sanctuary for thousands of 
women to gather on private land and proudly unleash 

their lesbian.
And for the past few years, Brooklyn photographer/photo-

journalist Angela Jimenez has been creating “Welcome Home: 
Building the Michigan’s Womyn’s Music Festival,” which fea-
tures 120 color photos by Jimenez. Its focus is on hardworking 
women that build the festival from the ground up. Think Diego 
Rivera’s Detroit Industry fresco – with women.

“The idea for the book came from the workers them-
selves,” Jimenez says. “There is amazing art that happens when 
building the festival. The workers that build the festival are 
largely volunteer and all female. (They) spend up to a month 
living in tents long before and after the weeklong festival, 
building up, taking down and returning the land to how it 
originally was.

“This has never before been documented.”
To properly experience the art she was photographing, 

Jimenez worked as a carpenter for the festival in 2007 and 
2008. “I really felt like I was becoming a part of it,” she says. 
�³�7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���,���Z�D�V���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�Q�J���P�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���±���D�Q�G��
that doesn’t mean gay people. I’ve photographed gay people, 
�E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\���V�X�E�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V���±���D�Q�G���W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���P�\��
people.”

�6�L�[���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���S�K�R�W�R�V���Z�H�U�H���V�Q�D�S�S�H�G�����E�X�W���R�Q�O�\���D�E�R�X�W���D���¿�I�W�K��
of them made it into the book, which Jimenez calls “more of 
a visual poem. It’s my attempt to boil down the essence of the 
�Z�R�U�N�H�U���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����,�W�¶�V���W�R�O�G���L�Q���¿�U�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����,���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���E�H�J�L�Q���W�R���W�H�O�O��
the story for everybody.”

“Welcome Home” will be available at the festival. For 
more information, visit www.thewelcomehomebook.com.

– Andrea Bonaventura

New book looks back 
at Womyn’s Festival

�Š��Sia
Continued from p. 15
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�O�e�k�h���_�i�i�k�[�i�"���o�e�k�h���b�_�\�[�"���o�e�k�h���m�e�h�b�Z�¾�e�k�h���X�k�i�_�d�[�i�i�$

� ? � J � Ê � I � � � 7 � B � B � � � 7 � 8 � E � K � J � � � O � E � K
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Ann Arbor Civic Theatre will stage three 
musicals and three non-musicals, plus two 
Junior Theatre productions and three Studio 
Series shows, during its 2009-10 season. 

“We wanted to create a season that had 
some comedy and escapism, but also some 
important, relevant drama,” said play selec-
tion committee chair Mark Batell in a press 
release. “That’s why our diverse season in-
cludes the zaniness of Steve Martin as well as 
the haunting and timely drama ‘The Laramie 
Project.’ We believe we have crafted a season 

that will appeal to a wide range of theatergo-
ers, as well as to moviegoers. 

All of our plays have some connection to 
�W�K�H���F�L�Q�H�P�D���±���H�L�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�\�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���¿�O�P�V�����W�K�H�\��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���¿�O�P�V�����R�U���Z�H�U�H���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���E�\���D���V�F�U�H�H�Q�Z�U�L�W-
er, as in Steve Martin’s ‘Lapin Agile.’ We’ve 
priced our tickets this season to keep in step 
with the recession, so seeing an A2CT show 
will be in line with seeing a movie, with the 
added bonus of the immediacy and intimacy 
of live theater.” A2CT begins its season with 
the Broadway smash-hit, “The Producers,” 

directed by Wendy Sielaff, Sept. 10-13, at 
the Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre. Next up: 
Martin’s outrageous comedy, “Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile,” directed by Thom Johnson, 
from Nov. 19 to 22 at the Mendelssohn.  

A2CT rings in the New Year Jan. 14-17 
with the musical “Nine” (soon to be a movie 
starring Daniel Day Lewis), directed by Ed-
mond Reynolds. Civic does some sleuthing 
March 11-14 with the classic whodunit “The 
Hound of the Baskervilles,” directed by Da-
vid Andrews, at UM’s Arthur Miller Theatre.  

The searing drama “The Laramie Project,” 
directed by Keith Paul Medelis, runs May 
6-9 at the Arthur Miller Theatre. Civic rounds 
out its season June 10-13 at the Mendelsssohn 
with the toe-tapping musical comedy “How to 
Succeed in Bausiness Without Really Trying,” 
directed by Andy Ballnik.

Season tickets for the 09-10 season are 
on sale now and will be available through 
�W�K�H���$���&�7�� �R�I�¿�F�H���� �������� �:�����$�Q�Q�� �6�W���� �)�R�U�� �P�R�U�H��
information, call 734-971-2228, or visit www.
a2ct.org. 
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Dependabl e
Collision

Center
5133 Carpenter Road, Suite A

Ypsilanti, MI  48197
Phone (734) 528-9581

Fax (734) 528-9593
www.dependablecc.com

We work with all insurance companies!
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�ank you for 
being a friend

BY ROHIN GUHA

Behind every formidable LGBT 
television hero is their straight 
ally. No, not someone whiny 

and histrionic like Grace Adler. These 
are unlikely allies – you wouldn’t 
peg them to frequent the company 
of gays or lesbians, but when they 
do, you feel your heart melt a little. 
Sometimes these men are unattain-
able love interests. Other times, they 
provide the difference between life 
and death for our TV heroes. Or once 
in a while, they’re there so viewers 
can vicariously experience the joy of 
gay pride, if only because they’re too 
cloistered to do so anyway.

Eric Northman (“True Blood,” 9 p.m. Sundays, HBO)
He emerged in season one of the vampire serial as the cold, distant 
overlord of Bon Temps – a stark contrast to Bill Compton. But in 
one of the most bizarrely erotic sequences to air recently, Eric lent 
his own blood – as vampire blood is said to heal all ailments – to 
�/�D�I�D�\�H�W�W�H�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���L�Q�¿�U�P���D�Q�G���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���D�E�R�X�W����
And those of us watching felt our hearts tingle at the prospect of 
a budding Lafayette-Eric romance on the horizon, if only because 
such a thing seems a bit unlikely, though never impossible.

Michael Scott (“The Of�ce,” 9:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
NBC)
I’m not sure in this case if it’s unlikely as it is totally unwelcome, 
but Steve Carell – who was just nominated recently for an Emmy 
�D�Q�G���U�L�J�K�W�O�\���V�R���±���G�R�H�V���D���E�D�Q�J���X�S���M�R�E���D�V���³�7�K�H���2�I�¿�F�H�´���E�R�V�V���0�L�F�K�D�H�O��
Scott. When interacting with the token gay, Oscar, he seems to 
dance on eggshells. Sometimes, Scott dispenses off-color gay 
jokes without tact – but also with the bestest of intentions. Still, 
we can’t forget the episode where Scott actually plants a big kiss 
on Oscar’s lips to show his LGBT solidarity.

Dr. Cooper (“Nurse Jackie,” 10:30 p.m. Mondays, 
Showtime)
Peter Facinelli has minted his entire reputation on playing douche 
�E�D�J�V�����I�U�R�P���³�&�D�Q�¶�W���+�D�U�G�O�\���:�D�L�W�´���W�R���³�6�L�[���)�H�H�W���8�Q�G�H�U���´���%�X�W���L�Q���H�S�L-
sode six of this series, we got insight into the compassionate side 
of Dr. Cooper – Facinelli’s latest alter ego. When his two moms 
showed up at the ER, played delightfully by Swoosie Kurtz and 
Blythe Danner, respectively, Cooper’s materialistic entitlement 
melted away into withering concern and obsequious devotion. For 
once we see Dr. Cooper not being a complete jerk, but a three-
dimensional character with insecurities and a little depth.

Tom Vize (“Kathy Grif�n: My Life on the D-List,” 10 
p.m. Mondays, Bravo)
Not directly a friend to the gays, but Vize is close enough. As 
�.�D�W�K�\�� �*�U�L�I�¿�Q�¶�V�� �Z�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J�� �E�R�\���� �9�L�]�H�� �S�X�W�V�� �R�Q�� �D�� �F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�� �V�P�L�O�H��
�D�Q�G���J�U�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���E�H�D�U�V���L�W���O�L�N�H���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�H�Q���G�R�L�Q�J���*�U�L�I�¿�Q�¶�V���E�L�G�G�L�Q�J����
�$�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���.�D�W�K�\���*�U�L�I�¿�Q���L�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���J�D�\��
man, this makes Vize one of the preeminent fag stags to be trolling 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���³�'���/�L�V�W�´���S�D�V�W�X�U�H�V���D�V���R�I���O�D�W�H��

Rohin Guha, a Michigan native living in NYC, is a freelance col-
umnist for Between The Lines. His TV column runs the last week of 
each month. Visit his blog at www.ohrohin.com.

From Kathy Griffin’s right-hand man 
to Steve Carell as a nutty boss, we 
take a look at our on-screen allies
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C U R T A I N C A L L ST h e a t e r CURTAIN CALLS @ pridesource.com

Michael Brian Ogden and Jeff Thomakos battle 
as Macduff and Macbeth in “Macbeth” at Starr 
Jaycee Park in Royal Oak through Aug. 9.  
Photo: SMyers

There will be blood (and a few mosquitoes)
For all the latest professional theater news, log on to www.EncoreMichigan.com.

BY D. A. BLACKBURN

The record books will likely remem-
ber the summer of 2009 as one Metro 
Detroit’s coldest, but the unseasonable 
chill that seems to have lingered through 
July has done nothing to cool passions at 
the Water Works Theatre Company. Last 
week, with the scent of bug spray heavy 
in the air and patrons wrapped in blankets, 
they embarked on their ninth annual Shake-
speare in the Park with a fresh production of 
“Macbeth.” For audiences, the experience 
was a solid reminder that the Bard is best 
heard outdoors.

Nestled among the trees of Royal 
Oak’s Starr Jaycee Park, the company has 
built a suitable venue for such an endeavor, 
�Z�L�W�K���D���V�L�P�S�O�H�����E�X�W���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���V�W�D�J�H���I�R�U���R�Q�H���R�I��
Shakespeare’s best-loved tragedies. Often 
called “the Scottish play” in theater circles 

– owing to a perceived curse – “Macbeth” 
is easily one of the playwright’s most potent 
dramas – a tale charged with deceit, murder 
and madness.

It is a play that requires a formidable 
cast, in numbers and in talent, and Water 
�:�R�U�N�V�� �K�D�V�� �D�V�V�H�P�E�O�H�G�� �D�� �¿�Q�H�� �H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H�� �L�Q��
both respects.

The company’s artistic director, Jeff 
Thomakos, appears in the play’s title 
role, and though Saturday night he got 
off to a shaky start, he found his stride as 
Macbeth descended into madness – his 
performance improving as his character’s 
intensity built.

The role of Lady Macbeth marks a 
superb return to the stage for Aphrodite 
Nikolovski, who capably navigates the 
dichotomy of scheming murderess turned 
guilt-stricken madwoman. Stephen Black-
well’s Banquo is likewise superb, played 
with the type of endearing charm that 
makes an audience resent his character’s 
untimely death.

But it’s Michael Brian Ogden’s 
Macduff that leaves the strongest impres-
sion. His grief upon learning of his family’s 
massacre is without doubt the emotional 
zenith of Water Works’ production, owing 
entirely to Ogden’s ability to convey the 

pain of such a loss. Ogden also doubles as 
�¿�J�K�W���F�K�R�U�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�����L�Q���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���P�R-
ments of Macbeth’s life, is exceptional.

Director Sara Catheryn Wolf makes 
a strong showing with thoughtful use of 
the stage, and more notably, the space 
surrounding it, which is all fair game for 
entrances and exits. She’s also opted for a 
very judicious use of “blood” – a prominent 
element in “Macbeth” – making its limited 
appearance very effective.

The production, however, is not with-
out a few minor issues.

�7�K�H�� �V�K�R�Z�¶�V�� �D�P�S�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �S�H�U�K�D�S�V��
the biggest – equally likely to pick up 
ambient noise and the breeze, as the per-
formers. But this is one of the pitfalls of 
performing outdoors, and as such, is easily 
forgivable.

Harder to dismiss are the production’s 
costumes (Katie Casebolt) and properties 
(Don Hunter), which are creative, but not 
�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���Z�H�O�O���F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G�����6�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���F�D�U�U�\���¿�U�H-
�D�U�P�V���D�Q�G���D�U�H���G�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���M�X�Q�J�O�H���F�D�P�R�X�À�D�J�H����
which does little to the play – for good or 
ill – but seems an odd juxtaposition against 
more traditionally costumed witches.

These issues aside, the overall experi-
ence is one of the most unique and enjoy-
able theatrical opportunities around. And 
this critic would be remiss to neglect men-
tioning the many folks behind the scenes 
at Water Works. After nine years, they’ve 
planned for every contingency (excepting 
rain) that comes with performing under 
the stars – even passing out bug spray and 
blankets – making outdoor theater a magi-
cal experience on a cool July night.

R E V I E W

‘Macbeth’
Water Works Theatre Company, Starr 

Jaycee Park, 1101 W. 13 Mile Rd., Royal 
Oak. Thursday – Sunday through Aug. 9. 

$15.  
www.waterworkstheatre.com 

P R E V I E W

‘BoxFest Detroit 
‘09’

At The Furniture Factory, 4126 Third St, 
Detroit. Friday-Saturday Aug. 7 - 22. $10. 

734-552-7535.

 www.boxfestdetroit.com

A women’s world at The Furniture Factory
BY DONALD V. CALAMIA

What two pioneering women birthed 
in Ann Arbor over a four-day period in 
August 2004 has since moved east, changed 
leadership, added other art forms to the 
mix and expanded to three weekends. But 
the original purpose of “Pandora’s Box 
Fest” – now “BoxFest Detroit” – has never 
changed. “It’s a way to showcase female 
directors,” explained the festival’s current 
artistic director, Shannon Ferrante.

�:�K�L�O�H�� �D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V�� �K�H�O�S�H�G��
move women into top leadership positions 
throughout corporate America, theater 
is still predominately a man’s industry – 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�H�O�G�V�� �R�I�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
playwriting. But that’s been changing 
locally – thanks, in part, to “BoxFest.” 
“We’ve seen so much good come out of the 
festival,” Ferrante said.

And she should know. After a few 
years of directing short plays at “BoxFest,” 
Ferrante was given the opportunity to stage 
the world premiere of “Dr. Seward’s Dracu-
la” at Planet Ant. This year, her production 
of “Red Light Winter” was the talk of the 
town. But she’s not the only success story.

“Frannie Shepherd-Bates started as a 
director with us, and now she’s directing at 
Planet Ant next year. And Lauren Bickers 
took her show, ‘Timeless: The Danceical,’ 
to the Skybox in Chicago.”

“BoxFest” even helped producer/
director Alison Christy get into grad school 
at the University of Houston. “I applied, and 
the only work they wanted to talk about was 
‘BoxFest.’ I’ve acted, I’ve directed, I’ve 
done dramaturgy work – and this was the 
thing they honed in on. I thought that was 
quite interesting,” she remarked.

That’s what Ferrante loves about 
“BoxFest.” “We have this range of direc-
tors, and we’re watching these women grow 
year after year.”

The festival, too, has grown – from 
an initial six directors to 16. And this sum-
mer, the expanded three-weekend schedule 
features a diverse repertoire that includes 
16 short plays, improv, an art exhibit, live 
musical performances and a cocktail hour. 
The variety, executive director Kelly Rossi 
says, is to help attract people who might not 
otherwise come to the theater to see a play. 
“Nine hours of just theater would drive 

people nuts,” she laughed.
The move last year to The Furniture 

Factory on the fringe of Detroit’s Cultural 
Center is a major reason why “BoxFest” 
has been able to expand, organizers said. 
“It’s so spacious,” Molly McMahon, the 
art liaison explained. “It really lends itself 
to what we need.”

That’s especially true of the lobby 
and upstairs area that will serve as the art 
gallery. “The art community mirrors (the 
theater community) in a lot of ways. You 
have the ‘big dogs,’ but then you have the 
people who are really hungry to get in a 
show. So it’s really nice to offer (women 
artists) an opportunity to be a part of this 
great festival and get some exposure,” 
McMahon said.

Plus, their inclusion helps expand 
on what organizers believe is one of 
“BoxFest’s” greatest assets. “It’s becoming 
a network of women who get together and 
talk,” said Ferrante.

But that’s not all. “This is one of the 
strongest networks I’ve ever worked with,” 
said producer and second-year participant 
Lyndsay Michalik. “People are so sup-
portive of each other.”

But that type of support can only 
go so far.

 Read the complete story at www.Encore-
Michigan.com or www.pridesource.com.
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OUTINGS
Friday, July 31
Dykes On Bikes Detroit, 10 a.m. The 
weather is changing and we are ready 
to ride! Ladies get out and ride with us. 
Contact the Detroit chapter of Dykes 
On Bikes at www.dykesonbikesdetroit.
com for ride and meeting dates. Dykes 
On Bikes Detroit, Metro Detroit. www.
dykesonbikesdetroit.com

Final Friday Filmfest & Discussion 
Series, 7 p.m. Film is followed with 
refreshments and discussion. Check 
the Web site for the �lm and topic of 
the week. There is a free will offering 
collected to help cover expenses. 
Genesee County PFLAG, 2474 S. 
Ballenger Highway, Flint. 810-496-8302. 
p�ag�int@yahoo.com, www.p�ag�int.org

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: “Vickie 
Shaw: You Can Take The girl Out of 
Texas...” A romp with everyone’s favorite 
Southern lesbian comedian. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Lesley-Anne Graham, 8 p.m. A solo 
performance, featuring hits from her �rst 
full-length studio album, “Gracious Grey.” 
Five15, 515 S. Washington, Royal Oak. 
248-515-2551.info@�ve15.net. www.
�ve15.net

Noche Latin@, 9 p.m. A monthly 
LGBT Latino Night, featuring different 
entertainment each month. Admission: 
$5 for non-members, free for members. 
Detroit Latin@z, 141 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. www.goaf�rmations.org

Saturday, Aug. 1
Drag Queen Bingo, 8 p.m. This ain’t 
your Grandma’s bingo! Five15, 515 S. 
Washington, Royal Oak. 248-515-2551. 
info@�ve15.net. www.�ve15.net

Tuesday, Aug. 4
Tortoise Club, 6:30 p.m. A writers 
support group for people to share their 
work and get feedback. Af�rmations, 290 
W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-
7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Wednesday, Aug. 5
Young @ Heart, 7 p.m. A space 
promoting socializing and conversation 
among those 45 and older. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Great Lakes Pride Band, 7:30 p.m. Held 
every Wednesday for rehearsals. Great 
Lakes Pride Band, 240 Marshall Ave., 
Lansing. www.greatlakesprideband.org

Thursday, Aug. 6
Pride Bowling Night, 6:30 p.m. A free 
night of bowling fun as part of Windsor 
Pride. Windsor Pride, 2482 Dougall Ave., 
Windsor. www.windsorpride.com

The 20 Somethings 6:30 p.m. A new 
group of young adults who meet, 
collaborate and take action. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Gender Non-Conformists, 7 p.m. 
A social and support group for those 
who transgress the gender binary. 
Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

LGBT Youth Support Group, 7 p.m. A 
group structured for LGBT youth. Held in 
the board conference room. The Network, 
345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 616-458-
3511. www.the-lgbt-network.org

Friday, Aug. 7
Sandra Bernhard, 6 p.m. A Friday 
night OUT with the comedian as part 
of Windsor Pride festivities. Tickets: 
$25-45. Windsor Pride, 377 Riverside 
Dr , Windsor. 519-973-4656. festival@
windsorpride.com. www.windsorpride.
com

Youth Grief and Loss Group, 6 p.m. 
A youth-only group for those dealing 
with loss. Facilitated by Ruth Hiner, 

Michigan School of Psychology Doctoral 
student. Af�rmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaf�rmations.org

Network Friday Night Flicks, 6:45 p.m. 
A new movie held every night with pre-
show. Concessions available. Held in Dr. 
Levi Kamel Memorial Media Center. The 
Network, 345 Atlas Ave., Grand Rapids. 
616-458-3511. www.the-lgbt-network.
org

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: “Wild 
Side.” Alex Lee is a call girl whose life 
takes a turn when she is forced to help 
the FBI nab one of her clients, or else 
face jail time for prostitution. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

First Friday Night Discussion Group, 
7:30 p.m. A safe, inviting space to talk 
about life as lesbians of color. Food and 
beverages served. S.P.I.C.E., 290 W. Nine 
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.spiceonline.org

Saturday, Aug. 8
Drag Queen Bingo, 6 p.m. Drag Queen 
Extraordinaire ‘Sabin’ hosts this wild 
and wacky charity bene�t. Cash prizes 
and loads of fun for all. This ain’t your 
Grandma’s bingo. Ages 18 and up. FIVE15 
Media, Mojo & More, 515 S. Washington, 
Royal Oak. 248-515-2551. info@FIVE15.
net. www.FIVE15.net

Coming Out Over Coffee, 10:30 a.m. A 
casual discussion group that explores all 
aspects of coming out to friends, family, 
neighbors and co-workers. Af�rmations, 
290 W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-
398-7105. www.goaf�rmations.org

Essex County Wine Tour, 10:30 a.m. A 
wine tour that goes to several wineries 
around the area, and arrives back at 
Riverfront Plaza in time for Pride. Cost: 
$35. Windsor Pride, Windsor. www.
windsorpride.com

Next Top Drag Superstar, 5 p.m. A drag 
competition with a cash prize of $1,500. 
Admission: $5. Windsor Pride, Windsor. 
www.windsorpride.com

Saturday Night Dance Party, 8:30 
p.m. A dance party and performance by 
International Drag Superstar Sofonda. 
Admission: $5. Windsor Pride, Windsor. 
www.windsorpride.com g

MUSIC & 
MORE
BENEFITS/SOCIAL EVENTS
Dawn Farm, “Grievous Angel” A live 
concert to bene�t the Dawn Farm 
Community of Programs. Tickets: $10. 
Dawn Farm Community Barn, 6633 
Stoney Creek, Ypsilanti. 8 p.m. July 31. 
734-485-9725. www.dawnfarm.org

ePIFanyNow, “ePIFanyNow” A chance 
to pay it forward to help the needy. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 
Museum Drive, Lansing. 3 p.m. Aug. 8. 
517-485-8116. www.impression5.org

Ferndale DDA, “Ferndale Pub Crawl” A 
pub and bar crawl around Ferndale bars 
to raise funds for the Ferndale Police 
Auxiliary, FernCare, Ferndale Community 
Foundation and Michigan AIDS Coalition. 
Ages 21 and older welcome. Downtown, 
Ferndale. 8 p.m. July 31. 248-545-1435. 

CLASSICAL
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, “Summer 
Nights” A series of concerts by the DSO, 
featuring such events as a Tchaikocsky 
Spectacular, Gershwin Galore, Big Band 
Bash and more. Tickets: $15-30. Meadow 
Brook Music Festival, 3554 Walton 
Boulevard, Rochester Hills. July 25 - Aug. 
2. www.detroitsymphony.com

Detroit Symphony Orchestra, “Second 
Saturdays on the Riverfront” Three free 

performance by various jazz, pop 
and world musicians. Free. Elizabeth 
Park, Trenton. 12 p.m. Aug. 1. www.
jazzontheriver.org

Olympia Entertainment, “Jamie Foxx” 
A concert as part of his 50-city Intuition 
Tour. Tickets: $39.75-79.75. Fox Theatre, 
2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Aug. 
6. www.ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment, 
“Anita Baker” Tickets: $7-56.50. DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 7774 Sashabaw, 
Clarkston. 8 p.m. July 31. www.
ticketmaster.com

DANCE
Lansing Community College 
Performing Arts, “The C/d Project” 
Featuring original choreography and 
dance in a collaboration between 
Happendance and LCC Dance. Dart 
Auditorium, Lansing Community College, 
Lansing. 7 p.m. Aug. 5, 7 p.m. Aug. 6. 
517-438-1488. www.lcc.edu/hpa/events

FESTIVALS
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, 
“Womyn’s Music Festival” Over 40 
performances, plus workshops, social 
activities and more. Prices start at $60 
a day. Six day all-inclusive pass is $490. 
Oceana County, Between Hart and 
Ludington. 12 p.m. Aug. 4. 231-757-
4766. www.michfest.com

Saugatuck-Douglas Jazz Festival, 
“Jazz Festival” Two days of jazz 
performances by Ron English Trio, Flat 
River Big Band, Gary Tu Trio and more. 
See Web site for speci�cs and locations. 
Various locations, Saugatuck and 
Douglas. 7 p.m. July 31, 11:30 a.m. Aug. 
1. www.s-djazz.com

Traverse City Film Festival, “Film 
Festival” A week-long �lm festival 
featuring local and international �lms, 
as well as indie hits and Hollywood 
favorites. Tickets: $9 for regular movies, 
$25 for opening and closing night �lms. 
State Theatre, 233 E. Front Street, 
Traverse City. July 28 - Aug. 2. www.
traverseciy�lmfest.org

FILM & VIDEO
Detroit Science Center, “The Alps” Tells 
the true story of John Harlin III and his 
quest to climb the mountain that took 
his father’s life. Tickets: $13.95 adults, 
$11.95 seniors and children. IMAX 
Theatre, 5020 John R. Street, Detroit. 
Aug. 7 - Aug. 31. 313-577-8400. www.
detroitsciencecenter.org 

outdoor concerts by the DSO. Rivard 
Plaza, Detroit. 11 a.m. July 11, 11 a.m. 
Aug. 8, 11 a.m. Sep. 12. 313-576-5111. 
www.detroitsymphony.com

CONCERTS
AEG Live, “Fleet Foxes” With special 
guest Dungen. Tickets: $22 in advance, 
$25 at the door. Royal Oak Music Theatre, 
318 W. Fourth, Royal Oak. 8 p.m. Aug. 5. 
www.royaloakmusictheatre.com

Canterbury Concert House, “James 
Cornish Large Ensemble” A performance 
by the big band group. Canterbury 
Concert House, 721 E. Huron, Ann Arbor. 
8 p.m. Aug. 7. 734-665-0606. www.
canterburyhouse.org

Live Nation, “Pete Yorn” On tour in 
support of his newest album, “Back and 
Forth.” Tickets: $20. Clutch Cargo’s, 65 
E. Huron, Pontiac. 7 p.m. Aug. 2. www.
livenation.com

Live Nation, “Tori Amos” Tickets: $35-
55. Detroit Opera House, 1526 Broadway, 
Detroit. 8 p.m. Aug. 8. www.motopera.
com

Live Nation, “Chickenfoot” A super group 
comprised of Joe Satriani, Chad Smith 
of the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Sammy 
Hagar. Tickets: $38.50. Fillmore Detroit, 
2115 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Aug. 
8. www.livenation.com

Live Nation, “CKY” With special guests 
Graveyard and ASG. Tickets: $16. Saint 
Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit. 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 7. www.livenation.com

Live Nation, “Dredg” With the RX 
Bandits. Tickets: $15. Saint Andrew’s Hall, 
431 E. Congress, Detroit. 6 p.m. Aug. 5. 
www.livenation.com

Lowell Area Arts Council, “Tami Helm 
and MacNaughton Boulevard” Part of 
the Showboat Sizzlin’ Summer Concerts 
series. Free. Riverwalk Plaza, Downtown, 
Lowell. 7 p.m. Aug. 6. 616-897-8545. 
www.lowellartscouncil.org

Lowell Area Arts Council, “Root Doctor” 
Part of the Showboat Sizzlin’ Summer 
Concerts series. Free. Riverwalk Plaza, 
Downtown, Lowell. 7 p.m. July 30. 616-
897-8545. www.lowellartscouncil.org

Motor City Casino, “David Koz and Brian 
Culbertson” A night of jazz with special 
guest Peabo Bryson. Tickets: $49.50-
55.50. Sound Board Theater, Motor City 
Casino, Detroit. 8 p.m. Aug. 6. www.
motorcitycasino.com

Music Hall Center for the Performing 
Arts, “Jazz on the River” An outdoor 

EDITOR’S PICK

Saxophonist Dave Koz will join musician Brian Culbertson for a night of smooth 
jazz at 8 p.m. Aug. 6 at Detroit’s Motor City Casino. The concert will take place 
in the Sound Board Theater.

Koz has been a jazz legend since the early ‘90s, and released an album of 
greatest hits in 2008. Come hear his singles “Emily,” “You Make Me Smile,” 
“Careless Whisper” and more at his show, which also includes an opening 
performance by R&B and soul singer Peabo Bryson.

Tickets for this concert are $49.50-55.50 and can be purchased at any 
Ticketmaster location, or by calling 248-645-6666. For more information, or to 
purchase tickets online, visit www.motorcitycasino.com
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Michigan Theater, “The Searchers” Part 
of the Summer Classics Series, starring 
John Wayne. Tickets: $9 adults, $7 
students, seniors and veterans. Michigan 
Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 
1:30 p.m. Aug. 2, 7 p.m. Aug. 4. www.
michtheater.org

Penn Theater, “In Search of the 
Castaways” Starring Maurice Chevalier 
and Hayley Mills. All seats $3. Penn 
Theatre, 760 Penniman Ave., Plymouth. 1 
p.m. Aug. 6, 6 p.m. Aug. 6. 734-453-
0870. www.penntheatre.com

Penn Theater, “Annie” Starring 
Aileen Quinn, Carol Burnett and Albert 
Finney. All seats $3. Penn Theatre, 760 
Penniman Ave., Plymouth. 1 p.m. July 
30, 7 p.m. July 30. 734-453-0870. www.
penntheatre.com

SHOWS
Live Nation, “Lewis Black” The Stark 
Raving Black tour. Tickets: $28.50-45. 
The Fillmore, 2115 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. 6 p.m. Aug. 2, 9 p.m. Aug. 2. 
www.livenation.com

Olympia Entertainment, “Young 
American Comedy Tour” Featuring Mike 
Young, Jeff Dwoskin and DJ Bam, plus a 
musical performance by Hush. Tickets: 
$31.50. City Theatre, 2301 Woodward 
Ave., Detroit. 10 p.m. Aug. 8. www.
ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment, 
“Jim Gaf�gan” A night with the stand-up 
comedian. Tickets: $15-49.50. Meadow 
Brook Music Festival, 3554 Walton 
Boulevard, Rochester Hills. 8 p.m. Aug. 7. 
www.ticketmaster.com

OTHER
Jewish Voice for Peace, “Jamie Leno 
Zimron” A speech by the international 
Citizen’s Diplomat, followed by another 
presentation and workshops at the 
Baldwin Library and Center for Physical 
Arts. Birmingham Temple, 28611 W. 
12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills. 7:30 
p.m. Aug. 7. 248-477-1410. www.
birminghamtemple.com

Michigan Theater, “Horror Film Camp” 
A week-long camp for kids who want to 
learn to make horror movies. Cost: $449 
for members, $499 for non-members. 
Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann 
Arbor. Aug. 3 - Aug. 7. 734-668-8397. 
www.michtheater.org

Michigan Theater, “Music Video Camp” 
A week-long camp for kids who want 
to learn how to make music videos. 
Cost: $449 for members, $499 for 
non-members. Michigan Theater, 603 E. 
Liberty, Ann Arbor. July 27 - July 31. 734-
668-8397. www.michtheater.org

Michigan Theater, “Lights! Camera! 
Education!” A summer camp for kids 
who dream of making movies. Classes 
are week-long. Cost: $449 for members, 
$499 for non-members. Michigan 
Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. July 
20 - July 31. 734-668-8397. www.
michtheater.org

MSU College of Music, “Michigan 
Summer Chamber Music Camp” A day 
camp for intermediate to advanced 
violinists, violists, cellists and pianists. 
Admission: $250. MSU Community 
Music School Auditorium, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. July 27 - Aug. 1. 
517-355-7661. www.cms.msu.edu

THEATER 
CIVIC/COMMUNITY THEATER
Comedy Double Feature, $12. Barefoot 
Productions, Walker-Buzenberg Building, 
240 N. Main St., Plymouth. Through Aug. 
2. 734-560-1493. www.justgobarefoot.
com

Rent: The School Edition, $10. Friends 
of Taylor Youth Theater, Riverside Arts 
Center, 76 N. Huron St., Ypsilanti. 
Through Aug. 8. 313-303-5269. www.
riversidearts.org

PROFESSIONAL THEATER
A Collection of Opera Excerpts, $10. 

Michigan Opera Theatre, Detroit Opera 
House, 1526 Broadway St., Detroit. 
3 p.m. Aug. 2. 313-237-7464. www.
michiganopera.org

Anne Frankenstein - The Musical, A 
Late Night mini-play. $5. Who Wants 
Cake Theatre, The Ringwald Theatre, 
22742 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 
Through Aug. 1. 248-545-5545. www.
whowantscaketheatre.com

As You Like It, $28. Michigan 
Shakespeare Festival, Baughman Theatre 
at the Potter Center, Jackson Community 
College, 2111 Emmons Rd., Jackson. 
Through Aug. 1. 517-796-8600. www.
michiganshakespearefestival.com

Big River, $17. 8th Wonder Theatre, The 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 
Cherry Hill Rd., Canton. Aug. 7 - 16. 
734-972-4054. www.canton.mi.org/
villagetheater

BoxFest Detroit ‘09, $10. BoxFest 
Detroit, The Furniture Factory, 4126 Third 
St, Detroit. Aug. 7 - 22. 734-552-7535. 
www.boxfestdetroit.com

Cmplt Wrks of Wm Shkspr...Abrdgd, 
Plays in repertory. $8-$18. Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre, DeWitt Theatre, 141 E. 
12th St., Holland. Through Aug. 14. 616-
395-7890. www.hope.edu/hsrt

Dark Matter, Late night every Friday 
& Saturday. $5. Go Comedy! Improv 
Theater, 261 E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 
248-327-0575. www.gocomedy.net

Dog Park: the Musical, Plays in 
repertory. $8-$26. Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre, Baker Lofts at Til 
Midnight, 171 E. 24th St., Holland. 
Through Aug. 12. 616-395-7890. www.
hope.edu/hsrt

Down the Road, $10. BoarsHead 
Theater, 425 S. Grand Ave., Lansing. 
July 31 - Aug. 1. 517-484-7805. www.
boarshead.org

Hair, Contains adult themes, language, 
nudity, drug use and violent images. 
$20-$26. Tibbits Summer Theatre, 14 S. 
Hanchett St., Coldwater. Through Aug. 1. 
517-278-6029. www.tibbits.org

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change, $20-$26. Tibbits Summer 
Theatre, 14 S. Hanchett St., Coldwater. 
Aug. 6 - 15. 517-278-6029. www.
tibbits.org

Julius Caesar, $11. Pigeon Creek 
Shakespeare Company, Beardsley 
Theater, Frauenthal Center for the Arts, 
425 W. Western Ave., Muskegon. Aug. 6 - 
8. 1-800-585-3737. www.frauenthal.org

Kwame A River: The Chronicles of 
Detroit’s Hip-Hop Mayor, $15-$20. The 
Second City, 42705 Grand River Ave., 
Novi. Through July 31. 248-348-4448. 
www.secondcity.com

Kwame a River 2: The Wrath of Conyers, 
$15-$20. Andiamo Novi Theatre, 42705 
Grand River Ave., Novi. Aug. 2 - Oct. 25. 
1-800-745-3000. www.ticketmaster.com

Little Women - the musical, Plays 
in repertory. $8-$26. Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre, DeWitt Theatre, 141 E. 
12th St., Holland. Through Aug. 15. 616-
395-7890. www.hope.edu/hsrt

Lovers and Other Strangers, $14-$16. 
Broadway Onstage Live Theatre, 21517 
Kelly Rd., Eastpointe. Through Aug. 22. 
586-771-6333. www.broadwayonstage.
com

Macbeth, $15. Water Works Theatre 
Company, Starr Jaycee Park, 1101 W. 
13 Mile Rd., Royal Oak. Through Aug. 9.  
www.waterworkstheatre.com

Monday Nights @ Planet Ant, $5. 
Planet Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff, 
Hamtramck. 313-365-4948. www.
planetant.com

Nine Lives, $15. Barebones Theatre 
Productions, The Ringwald Theatre, 
22742 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Aug. 
6 - 8. 248-885-2078. 

Oklahoma!, $28. The Encore Musical 
Theatre, 3126 Broad St., Dexter. 
Aug. 6 - 23. 734-268-6200. www.
theencoretheatre.org

Pump Boys and Dinettes, $25-$38. 
Mason Street Warehouse, 400 Culver St., 
Saugatuck. Through Aug. 9. 269-857-

4898. www.masonstreetwarehouse.org

Side By Side By Sondheim, Plays in 
repertory. $28. Michigan Shakespeare 
Festival, Baughman Theatre at the 
Potter Center, Jackson Community 
College, 2111 Emmons Rd., Jackson. 
Through Aug. 2. 517-796-8600. www.
michiganshakespearefestival.com

Suds - The Rocking 60s Soap Opera 
Musical, Plays in repertory. $8-$26. 
Hope Summer Repertory Theatre, 
Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 E 8th St., 
Holland. Through Aug. 13. 616-395-7890. 
www.hope.edu/hsrt

Sundays at Go Comedy!, The night 
features “Soapbox Derby” (8 p.m.); the 
improvised musical “Rock-o-Matic” (9 
p.m.); and “Elemenopy,” the improv team 
of Pj Jacokes & Chris DiAngelo (10 p.m.). 
$10 for the night. Go Comedy! Improv 
Theater, 261 E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 
248-327-0575. www.gocomedy.net

The Book of Liz, $10-$20. Who Wants 
Cake Theatre, The Ringwald Theatre, 
22742 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 
Through Aug. 3. 248-545-5545. www.
whowantscaketheatre.com

The Comedy of Errors, $11. Pigeon 
Creek Shakespeare Company, Beardsley 
Theater, Frauenthal Center for the Arts, 
425 W. Western Ave., Muskegon. Aug. 7 - 
9. 1-800-585-3737. www.frauenthal.org

The Comedy of Errors, $10 Friday, $7 
Saturday; family rates available. Pigeon 
Creek Shakespeare Company, Creative 
360 Stage, Studios & Gallery, 1517 
Bayliss St., Midland. July 31 - Aug. 1. 
989-837-1885. www.becreative360.org

The Complete Works of William 
Shakeapeare (Abridged), Co-produced 
with Tipping Point Theatre. $18-$24. 
Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam Rd., 
Williamston. Through Aug. 9. 517-655-
7469. www.williamstontheatre.org

The Known Limits, $10. 8th Wonder 
Theatre, The Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Rd., Canton. 
July 31 - Aug. 1. 734-972-4054. 
www.8thwondertheatre.com

The Tempest, Plays in repertory. 
$28 adult, $10 student. Michigan 
Shakespeare Festival, Baughman Theatre 
at the Potter Center, Jackson Community 
College, 2111 Emmons Rd., Jackson. 
Through Aug. 1. 517-796-8600. www.
michiganshakespearefestival.com

The Who’s Tommy, $29. Barn Theatre, 
13351 W. M-96, Augusta. July 28 - Aug. 
9. 269-731-4121. www.barntheatre.com

Thursdays at Go Comedy!, $10 for the 
night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Tracing the Light, $25. The Acorn 
Theater, 107 Generations Dr., Three Oaks. 
Through Aug. 8. 269-756-3879. www.
acorntheater.com

Wake, A world premiere. $25-$38. 
The Purple Rose Theatre, 137 Park St., 
Chelsea. Through Aug. 22. 734-433-
7673. www.purplerosetheatre.org

Wednesdays at Go Comedy!, $5 for the 

night. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. 
Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

AUDITIONS, CLASSES & 
NEWS
BAREFOOT PRODUCTIONS – auditions 
for “Mister Rogers,” Aug. 3-4, 734-582-
9688.

HOW TO CONTACT ‘THEATER EVENTS’ AND 
‘CURTAIN CALLS’ Please send all press 
releases and promotional materials at least 
three weeks prior to the scheduled event, 
and your story ideas, comments, brickbats 
and accolades - preferably via e-mail - to 
curtaincalls@pridesource.com or by snail-mail 
to Curtain Calls, Between The Lines, 11920 
Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan 48150. 
Unless otherwise noted, ticket prices shown 
above are for adult general admission tickets 
only; please contact the theater for questions 
regarding the availability of discount tickets for 
preview performances, advance sales, groups, 
students, seniors and children. Complete listings 
can be found online at www.pridesource.com/
happenings.phtml.

ART ‘N’ 
AROUND
Cass Cafe, “Three Corridor Artists” 
Artwork by John Brown, Michael Knight 
and Dennis Pruss. Cass Cafe, 4620 Cass 
Ave., Detroit. July 25 - Sep. 19. 313-831-
1400. www.casscafe.com

Creative Arts Council, “Summer Fine 
Art”  The Village of Rochester Hills, 104 N. 
Adams Rd, Rochester Hills. 9 a.m. Aug. 1. 
248-689-8734. www.�neartatthevillage.
com

Detroit Institute of Arts, “Rede�ning 
20th Century Printmaking” The work 
of Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns 
and Jim Dine, with over 70 prints in the 
collection. Museum admission: $8 adults, 
$6 seniors, $4 youth. Detroit Institute 
of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 
July 15 - Oct. 25. 313-833-7900. www.
dia.org

Downriver Council for the Arts, 
“Members Salon Show” Opening 
reception held 6:30-8:30 p.m. August 
6. Downriver Council for the Arts, 3003 
Biddle Ave., Wyandotte. Aug. 1 - Aug. 28. 
www.downriverarts.org

Downtown Monroe Business Network, 
“Fine Art Fair” The sixth annual art fair 
with artists from all over the Midwest and 
jazz in the square. Downtown, Monroe. 
10 a.m. Aug. 8, 12 p.m. Aug. 9. 734-242-
8308. www.monroemainstreet.com

Gallery Project, “Shrines and Alters” 
A multimedia exhibit highlighting the 
objects and images artists create to 
enshrine, memorialize, honor and protect. 
Gallery Project, 215 S. Fourth Ave., Ann 
Arbor. July 8 - Aug. 16. 734-997-7012. 
www.thegalleryproject.com

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, “Georgia 
O’Keeffee and Her Times” American 
Modernism from the Lane Collection 
of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 
Admission: $8 adults, $6 students, 
seniors and groups, $4 KIA members. 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, 
Kalamazoo. May 9 - Sep. 13. 269-349-
7775. www.kiarts.org

Kresge Art Museum, “Visualizing 
Architecture” Over 20 works of art 
exploring real and imagined spaces. 
Kresge Art Museum, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. May 2 - July 
31. 517-353-9834. www.artmuseum.
msu.edu

Kresge Art Museum, “Michigan Masters 
Invitational” An expansive exhibition of 
the work of 30 well-known Michigan 
artists. Kresge Art Museum, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing. May 
2 - July 31. 517-353-9834. www.
artmuseum.msu.edu

Lawrence Street Gallery, “Image as 
Obsession” An exhibition by photographer 
George Booth. Opening reception held 
6-9 p.m. August 7. Lawrence Street 
Gallery, 22620 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 
Aug. 5 - Aug. 29. 248-544-0394. www.
lawrencestreetgallery.com

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum, “The Softness of Iron” An 
exhibition of welded sculpture by 
Israeli artist Orna Ben-Ami. Marshall 
M. Fredericks Sculpture Museum, 

Saginaw Valley State University, Saginaw. 
June 12 - Sep. 19. 989-964-7125. www.
marshallfredericks.org

Roxanne Frith, “Glimpses” A 30-year 
Retrospective in photographs. Opening 
reception 1-5 p.m. August 2. The Creole 
Gallery, 1218 Turner, Lansing. Aug. 2 - Aug. 
23. 517-371-2736. 

Saugatuck Center for the Arts, “The 
Saugatuck Dunes” Artists respond to a 
freshwater landscape exhibit with dunes-
inspired pieces. Saugatuck Center for the 
Arts, 400 Culver, Saugatuck. July 1 - Aug. 
10. www.sc4a.org

University of Michigaan Museum of Art, 
“Treasures Rediscovered” Chinese stone 
sculptures from the Sackler Collections 
at Colombia University. Free. University of 
Michigan Museum of Art, 525 S. State, Ann 
Arbor. May 23 - Aug. 16. 734-763-UMMA. 
www.umma.umich.edu

University of Michigan Museum of Art, 
“Lisa Anne Auerbach” Post-punk, DIY work 
that mixes art and politics. University of 
Michigan Museum of Art, 525 S. State, Ann 
Arbor. July 11 - Oct. 11. 734-763-UMMA. 
www.umma.umich.edu

Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, 
“Material Afterlife” Artwork made by 
recycling materials. Opening reception 
held 6-9 p.m. April 10. Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Arts, 41 Sheldon Blvd., Grand 
Rapids. April 10 - Aug. 8. www.uica.org

EDITOR’S PICK

The Sixteenth Season of Broadway Onstage Live Theatre and the Twenty-
Ninth Season of Dennis Wickline Productions have opened with a new 
version of the Renee Taylor/Joseph Bologna comedy “Lovers and Other 
Strangers.” Playing 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and select Sundays at 2 
p.m., the hilarious comedy will run through Aug. 22.

“Lovers and Other Strangers” is a play about love, couples, togetherness 
and the natural comedy that ensues. It is told in the context of �ve 
individual scenes as portrayed by two couples, one younger and one older. 
Relationships, sex, being married, being a man or woman are all part of 
the comic fodder that Renee Taylor and Joseph Bologna explore in this 
beloved comedy directed by Dennis Wickline.

Tickets are $16.

Broadway Onstage is located at 21517 Kelly Road at Toepfer (8 1/2 Mile 
Road) in Eastpointe. Reservations are recommended by calling 586-771-
6333.
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Breaking from 
the ‘Bible’

BY PETER GALVIN

Diane Birch may be the only new artist this 
year that sounds like an old favorite but 
still possesses all the freshness and allure 

�R�I���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���E�U�H�D�N�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�D�O�H�Q�W�����³�%�L�E�O�H���%�H�O�W�´��
�L�V���R�Q�O�\���K�H�U���¿�U�V�W���D�O�E�X�P�����D�Q�G���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
compared her to such iconic talents as Carole 
�.�L�Q�J�����/�D�X�U�D���1�\�U�R�����(�O�W�R�Q���-�R�K�Q���D�Q�G���$�O�L�F�L�D���.�H�\�V��
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�6�R�X�W�K�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���E�R�U�Q�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���� �+�H�U�� �G�D�G�� �Z�D�V�� �D��
conservative pastor who moved his family from 
continent to continent rather than just town to 
�W�R�Z�Q�����6�R���W�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���%�L�U�F�K���P�L�J�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���I�R�O�N�V��
�I�U�R�P�� �=�L�P�E�D�E�Z�H�� �W�R�� �6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�� �W�R���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D����
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �K�H�U�� �I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V�� �P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H��
�R�I���%�L�U�F�K�¶�V���S�L�R�X�V�����S�H�U�L�S�D�W�H�W�L�F���X�S�E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���F�D�Q���E�H��
�K�H�D�U�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���³�%�L�E�O�H���%�H�O�W���´

�+�H�U�H���� �W�K�H�� �V�L�Q�J�H�U�� �W�D�O�N�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �K�H�U�� �P�X�V�L�F�D�O��
�L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����K�H�U���S�H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W���I�R�U���V�H�T�X�L�Q�H�G���M�X�P�S���V�X�L�W�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�D�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���K�H�U���O�L�I�H��

Why did you decide to call the album 
‘Bible Belt’?

�:�K�H�Q�� �,�� �Z�D�V�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �X�S���� �P�\�� �I�D�W�K�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �D��
�S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�����7�K�H��
�%�L�E�O�H���Z�D�V���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W���I�R�U���P�H�����V�R���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H��
�K�D�V���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V�����%�X�W���L�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���,��
�U�H�E�H�O�O�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����L�W���K�D�V���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���I�X�H�O�H�G��
�P�\���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���¿�U�H�����,�W�¶�V���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���D�O�O���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���P�\��
�P�X�V�L�F���±���Z�R�U�G�L�Q�J�����F�K�R�U�G���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�����O�\�U�L�F�V�����,�W�¶�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���W�L�W�O�H��

Are you worried that people will think 
that the album is meant for the Christian 
market because of the title?

�,�¶�Y�H���J�R�W�W�H�Q���V�R�P�H���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���O�L�N�H���W�K�D�W�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W�¶�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���E�O�D�F�N���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H���Z�D�\���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����,�¶�P��
�Q�R�W���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�D�O�E�X�P���L�V���Q�R�W���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�����8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W��
to tailor my artistic statement based on what 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���P�L�J�K�W���W�K�L�Q�N��

Besides the church, what else has influ-
enced your music? Were there certain 
artists you liked growing up?

�,�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\�� �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�P�S�R�V�H�U�V���� �¿�U�V�W��
�D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W�� �±�� �&�K�R�S�L�Q���� �0�R�]�D�U�W���� �%�H�H�W�K�R�Y�H�Q���� �,��
�D�O�V�R���O�R�Y�H�G���R�S�H�U�D���V�L�Q�J�H�U�V���O�L�N�H���3�D�Y�D�U�R�W�W�L���D�Q�G���-�R�D�Q��
�6�X�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G���� �,�� �J�U�H�Z�� �X�S�� �P�R�V�W�O�\�� �L�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q�� �D�Q�G��
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���L�W��
�Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���X�Q�W�L�O���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�R�Y�H�G���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���8���6����
�W�K�D�W���,���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���S�R�S���P�X�V�L�F�����,���O�R�Y�H���D�����O�R�W��
�R�I���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���±���F�K�X�U�F�K���K�\�P�Q�V�����V�R�X�O���P�X�V�L�F����
�I�X�Q�N�\�� �G�L�V�F�R���� �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �V�R�Q�J�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V����
�S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�N�H���&�D�U�R�O�H���.�L�Q�J���� �%�X�U�W���%�D�F�K�D�U�D�F�K���� �-�R�Q�L��
�0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�������%�X�W���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���K�D�Y�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���P�X�V�L��
cians that I was trying to emulate when I was 
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���U�H�F�R�U�G��

Perhaps that’s why your music is hard 
to categorize. You don’t sound like any-
one else.

�:�H�O�O���� �W�K�H�� �D�O�E�X�P�� �V�R�X�Q�G�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Y��
�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�R���R�Q�H�����D�O�O���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
�W�L�P�H�����7�K�H�U�H�¶�V���D���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H���¶�����V���D�Q�G���¶�����V���Y�L�E�H���W�R���W�K�H��
�V�R�Q�J�V���� �E�X�W���L�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���S�R�S���� �0�D�\�E�H��
that’s because I didn’t really hear pop music until 
�,���Z�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U�P�H�G�����3�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���V�D�L�G�����³�:�H�O�O����
you need to make this kind of music now because 
�W�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�D�W�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���´���%�X�W���,���M�X�V�W���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���V�R�X�Q�G��
�O�L�N�H���,���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���V�R�X�Q�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�H�Q���P�\���P�X�V�L�F��
�V�W�D�U�W�H�G���V�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F���W�R���P�H��

What kinds of subjects inspire your 
songwriting?

�,�W�¶�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U����
�:�K�H�Q���,���K�D�Y�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���F�X�S���R�I���F�R�I�I�H�H�����,���F�D�Q���Z�U�L�W�H���D��

�U�H�D�O�O�\���J�R�R�G���V�R�Q�J�����O�D�X�J�K�V�������6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�O�O��
�V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\���K�L�W���P�H�����D�Q�G���,���M�X�V�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���D���V�R�Q�J����
�,�W�¶�V���O�L�N�H���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���S�H�H�����O�D�X�J�K�V�������,���W�H�Q�G���W�R��
�Z�U�L�W�H���P�R�U�H���Z�K�H�Q���,�¶�P���V�D�G���W�K�D�Q���Z�K�H�Q���,�¶�P���K�D�S�S�\����
�,�Q���V�R�P�H���V�R�Q�J�V�����,�¶�P���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���P�\���R�Z�Q���V�D�Q�L�W�\����
�$�P���,���V�W�U�R�Q�J���R�U���D�P���,���Z�H�D�N�"���6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���,���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���,��
�M�X�V�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���F�X�U�O���X�S���L�Q���D���E�D�O�O�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V��
�,���I�H�H�O���E�O�L�V�V�I�X�O�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�L�G�H�V��
�W�R���P�H���W�K�D�W���,�¶�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���H�[�S�U�H�V�V��

How does it feel to have music critics 
compare you to people like Laura Nyro, 
Carole King and Elton John?

�,�W�¶�V�� �L�Q�V�D�Q�H���� �,�¶�P�� �U�H�D�O�O�\�� �K�D�U�G�� �R�Q�� �P�\�V�H�O�I���� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U��
me to hear myself compared to Carole King and 
�/�D�X�U�D�� �1�\�U�R���� �L�W�¶�V�� �M�X�V�W�� �D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���� �,�� �S�L�Q�F�K�� �P�\�V�H�O�I��
�Z�K�H�Q�� �,�� �U�H�D�G�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�D�W���� �7�K�H�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q��
�W�R���(�O�W�R�Q���-�R�K�Q���L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���W�R���P�H����
�,���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���,�¶�P���D���S�L�D�Q�L�V�W�����¿�U�V�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W�����D�Q�G��
�,�¶�Y�H�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\�� �K�L�V�� �V�W�\�O�H�� �R�I��
�S�L�D�Q�R���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�����,���O�R�Y�H���W�K�H���Z�D�\���K�H�¶�V���P�H�O�G�H�G���J�R�V�S�H�O��
�V�W�\�O�H���S�L�D�Q�R���Z�L�W�K���S�R�S���V�R�Q�J�V�����$�Q�G���,���D�O�Z�D�\�V���O�R�Y�H�G��
�W�K�H���Z�D�\���K�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���G�U�H�V�V���R�Q�V�W�D�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H���¶�����V�����,�I��
�,�� �K�D�G�� �P�\�� �Z�D�\���� �,�¶�G�� �E�H�� �Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �V�H�T�X�L�Q�H�G�� �S�D�Q�W�V��
�V�X�L�W�V�� �R�Q�V�W�D�J�H���� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �(�O�W�R�Q��
�-�R�K�Q�¶�V���E�L�U�G���V�X�L�W��

That would add an interesting texture to 
your performance.

�:�H�O�O���� �,�� �W�H�Q�G�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�Q�� �H�F�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F�� �V�W�\�O�H�����$�W�� �R�Q�H��
�S�R�L�Q�W�����D�O�O���R�I���P�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���Z�H�U�H���G�U�D�J���T�X�H�H�Q�V�����D�Q�G���,��
�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���W�D�N�L�Q�J���V�W�\�O�H���F�X�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�P�����,�¶�P���W�D�O�O�����V�R��
�Z�K�H�Q���,���Z�R�U�H���K�H�H�O�V���D�Q�G���J�R�W���P�\�V�H�O�I���G�H�F�N�H�G���R�X�W�����,��
�O�R�R�N�H�G���O�L�N�H���D���G�U�D�J���T�X�H�H�Q��

When was that?

�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �P�\�� �W�H�H�Q�V���� �L�Q�� �3�R�U�W�O�D�Q�G���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �P�\�� �I�D�P�L�O�\��

�P�R�Y�H�G�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �8���6���� �� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �,�� �U�H�D�O�O�\��
�E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���J�D�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\����
�,���Z�D�V���D���P�L�V�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���W�H�H�Q�����D�Q�G���P�\���J�D�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V��
�U�H�D�O�O�\���W�R�R�N���P�H���L�Q���D�Q�G���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���P�\���H�F�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F�L�W�\����
�7�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �O�L�N�H�� �P�\�� �I�D�P�L�O�\���� �7�K�H�\�� �W�D�X�J�K�W�� �P�H�� �W�R��
be proud of myself and to appreciate the things 
�W�K�D�W�� �P�D�G�H�� �P�H�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���� �0�\�� �P�R�P�� �D�V�N�H�G�� �P�H�� �L�I��
�,�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �V�K�H�� �V�D�L�G�� �,��
�Z�D�V���R�Q�O�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K���J�D�\�V���D�Q�G���O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�V�����,���V�D�L�G����
�³�7�R���E�H���K�R�Q�H�V�W�����,���U�H�D�O�O�\���O�L�N�H���E�R�\�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H��
�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�D�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���P�H���´���,�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���D�E�R�X�W��
sexual preference – we just saw eye to eye on 
�V�R�� �P�D�Q�\�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V���� �,�� �J�U�H�Z�� �X�S�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �D�� �P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�W�\��
�Z�K�H�U�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �M�X�G�J�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W����
so it was so liberating for me to be accepted for 
�Z�K�R���,���Z�D�V��

So, I take it that you have compiled a lot 
of gay fans along the way.

�7�R�W�D�O�O�\�����0�\���P�X�V�L�F���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�R�Q�D�W�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�\�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �%�X�W���� �,�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �I�R�U�J�H�W��
that it’s an actual community because I have so 
�P�D�Q�\���J�D�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����,���M�X�V�W���O�R�R�N���D�W���L�W���O�L�N�H�����³�:�H�¶�U�H��
�D�O�O���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���´

And what’s your relationship like with 
your family now?

�0�\���P�R�P���D�Q�G���G�D�G���K�D�Y�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���K�H�D�U�W�V�����,���W�K�L�Q�N��
that my experience and my views have helped to 
�P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���P�R�U�H���R�S�H�Q���P�L�Q�G�H�G�����7�K�H�\���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W��
just because I rebelled against religion doesn’t 
�P�H�D�Q���,�¶�P���D���G�H�Y�L�O���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�S�H�U�����0�\���P�R�P���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V��
�Z�K�D�W���V�K�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V�����D�Q�G���,���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�D�W�����+�H�U���P�R�G�H�O��
�L�V���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W���� �%�X�W���L�I�� �\�R�X�¶�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���V�D�\�� �W�K�D�W��
�-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W���L�V���\�R�X�U���U�R�O�H���P�R�G�H�O�����M�X�V�W���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U��
he was hanging out with prostitutes – he wasn’t 
�V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H��

Diane Birch hung out with a lot of gay people when she was younger, and “it was so liberating for me to be 
accepted for who I was.” 

Diane Birch
8 p.m. Aug. 1

The Crofoot Ballroom, Pontiac

www.myspace.com/dianebirch

Michigan-born musician on being the 
daughter of a preacher man and the 
gay pals that changed her life forever
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PUZZLE SOLUTION

 By Jack Fertig

Solution to puzzle from page 28

Keep it light, 
Sagittarius!

Mercury in Leo trine to Eris provokes bold partisan assertions. There’s 
healthy room for that, but it can go overboard. Mercury then opposes 
Jupiter, Neptune and Chiron in Aquarius, leading through confusion, 
perhaps to improvement in ideals and philosophy. You stand a better 
chance of improving yourself, not others. 

ARIES (March 20 – April 19): 
Culture clash can give you a 
better sense of who you are and 
who you’re not, but that will be 
challenged again when you reas-
sess political ideals. Confusion 
and change are necessary steps to 
growth. Just walk through it. 

TAURUS (April 20 – May 
20): Pride in home and family 
can clash with honesty about 
sameness. Ask yourself the hard 
questions that have never been 
answered. Your insights could 
lead to reconsidering career 
goals. New answers there would 
also be helpful! 

GEMINI  (May 21- June 20): 
Your brilliant ideas can be very 
helpful in political long-range 
planning, but they will start up 
arguments over principles. A real 
world approach may be needed 
to get idealist notions down to 
earth, but grounding will not 
come easily. 

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
Know your worth and hang out 
with the right people in your 
profession, those whose level 
you should be at. Strutting your 
stuff in the sack – maybe some 
exhibitionism? – can open up 
new channels for fantasy and 
exploration. 

LEO  (July 23 – August 22): 
The simplest observation can 
quickly become an ideological 
or academic thesis. That could 
be good, clarifying your own 
sense of where you stand. In 
relationships, however, your po-
sition may baffle you. Enjoy the 
mystery; it won’t last long. 

VIRGO  (August 23 – September 
22): That buzz in your brain, 
perhaps about mortality or sexual 
identity, could prove enlighten-
ing. See where it leads. Worries 
about health should motivate you 
to better exercise and hygiene. 
(There’s always room for im-
provement!) 

LIBRA  (September 23 – Oc-
tober 22): Playful banter with 
friends can lead you into a situa-
tion, pushing you to take sides, or 
you might be able to negotiate a 
common ground between oppos-

ing camps. Solutions may defy 
logic. Creativity and intuition 
serve much better! 

SCORPIO (October 23 – No-
vember 21): You can make an 
effective go-between for col-
leagues and bosses. Being clear 
about which side you’re on will 
make you more effective. Your 
focus on career can be a distrac-
tion from problems at home. 
Your distraction could even be 
the problem. 

SAGITTARIUS  (November 
22 – December 20): You need a 
forum for your opinion. Keep it 
light and playful and more peo-
ple will listen. Appeal to emo-
tions more than logic. Sticking 
to ideals and principles may be 
safer than citations that you’re 
“reasonably sure” of. 

CAPRICORN (December 21 – 
January 19): Leaning on 
your own ethnic identity, or your 
ethnic preferences, can help you 
strut your hot stuff. Sexual pref-
erence for a certain skin color 
may be racist, or not. It’s all in 
the context and attitude. Check-
ing your own couldn’t hurt. 

AQUARIUS  (January 20 – 
February 18): Arguments with 
your partner are inflamed by a 
sense of competition. Remem-
ber, you’re on the same side! 
Together you can be unbeatable. 
Self-doubt can be a good thing if 
it leads you to better answers. 

PISCES (February 19 – March 
19): If you must argue with col-
leagues, make sure it’s about 
something important; remember 
you’re ultimately on the same 
team. Is it really something at 
work that’s bothering you? Take 
time out, and meditate to find the 
real problem. 

Jack Fertig, a professional astrol-
oger since 1977, is available for 
personal and business consulta-
tions in person in San Francisco, 
or online everywhere. He can 
be reached at 415-864-8302, 
through his Web site at www.
starjack.com, and by email at 
QScopes@qsyndicate.com.
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The Classifieds Between The Lines Classi�eds Work! 
To place an ad go to www.pridesource.com or call us at 888.615.7003.

Between The Lines Classi�eds get results!
Get your own at pride source.com

106 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  - 

GROUPS

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets every Sunday evening at 
7 p.m. at WRAP, 319 Braun Ct., 
Ann Arbor.

205 REAL ESTATE  - 
HOMES FOR RENT

Royal Oak
For Rent - 2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 
near 13 & Woodward. Great 
house! Greg 248-767-7543

FERNDALE
3 bedroom home with new kitch-
en, carpet, and a large yard.  Very 
quaint and cute.  $825. monthly.  
No cats.  Dennis 248-225-6575

Ferndale
Channing St., 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath, A/C, enclosed back porch. 
All appliances. $725/mo. Call 
Kevin or John 248-366-7674.

206 REAL ESTATE  - 
APTS./CONDOS/LOFTS 

FOR RENT

Pontiac
2 BR, Upper and lower flat. 
$475/mo. Additional discount if 
qualify. 249-229-4149.

210 REAL ESTATE  - 
ROOMMATE WANTED

Room for Rent
Livonia, looking for female room-
mate. $600 rent, $100 utilities. 
Laundry, garage, etc. Very nice 
home to share. 248-974-7591

405 PROF. SERVICES  
- CLEANING SERVICES

Walter & Tom’s Cleaning 
Service

Available weekly, monthly or that 
special occasion cleaning.  Refer-
ences upon request.  Call Walter 
& Tom 248-224-6356 or e-mail 
walterandtoms@aol.com

428 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MASSAGE

Massage - Ann Arbor 
and Berkley Therapeu-

tic massage
gets rid of back, neck, and shoul-
der pain. Call David Rosenberg 
at 734-662-6282 or email at 
Massage4@aol.com.  See my 
webpage at http://www.trymas-
sage.com

434 PROF. SERVICES  
- HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

We can do any job - big 
or small

Complete design and renovation 
by master craftsman, at handyman 
rates. Full kitchen design, simple 
repairs - everything. Check out my 
work at www.offermichaeli.com. 
Call O.M. Design & Renovation, 
248-225-8207. Offer_michaeli@
hotmail.com.

Handyman, Painter & Designer 
No job to small, check out my 
website for more info. www.wix.
com/remodel/john. call john @ 
201-787-9791

435 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MEDIATION

Professional Mediation
Conflict Resolution Specialists, 
trained to help parties settle differ-
ences due to break-ups, �nancial 
issues, PPOs, custody and other 
matters. Serving SE Michigan 
with integrity and honesty to 
avoid costly and painful court 
battles. Belle Mac & Associates 
313-978-7918, bellemac100@
sbcglobal.net

507 MERCHANDISE  - 
GENERAL

German Rottweiler
Beautiful 2 year old, shots okay.  
Never had puppies.  Negotiable 
price includes leash and collar 
and dishes.....moving to New 
York.
call 313-212-9363

1102 EROTICA - 
MASSAGE

HOT NUDE MASSAGE
Handsome, SWM, 34, 5’5”,145 
lbs, 6” member, dark curly hair, 
diamond earring. Soothing, slow 
massage with ORAL stimulation. 
Call JAKE daily 9 a.m. to mid-
night, (248)320-9652.  ($80/
hour)   Your location or my  New 
Birmingham Location . 
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Got problems?   Send letters to: “Dear 
Jody,” C/O Between �e Lines, 11920 Farm-
ington Road, Livonia, MI 48150. E-mail her 
at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com

Too inexperienced for true love?

Q: My name is “Ron” and I’ve been out for 
almost two years fully (i.e. friends, family, 

etc.), and I need a little advice. I’m only 20, and I 
know I’ve found my one true love.

But here’s the issue: We’ve been seeing each 
other for over a year and were good friends for 
more than three years. He has always been out and 
has much more experience in the “scene” than I do. 
He’s had the fooling around aspect of it, unlike me. 
It’s nothing for him to meet someone at an event 
and make friends. He is a very friendly, caring and 
outgoing person and likes meeting new people.

I feel, though, like my inexperience might get 
the best of me. I love him more than anything. Our 
relationship is the epitome of perfection. We can talk 
about anything. And I mean anything. Even about 
this issue. I’m just worried that one night I might 
screw up such a wonderful thing, even though in 
my heart I don’t think I could. 

He has changed some of his ways to make 
me more comfortable about it. My problem is: I 
went straight from the closet to settle-down stage 
without hesitation. He’s all I need in this world, but 
sometimes when he talks about exes, I get a little 
flustered because I’ve never experienced that. Is it 
normal to feel this way, or am I just over reacting 
to things? This is the man of my dreams, so why 
bother dreaming of anything else? Any advice would 
be wonderful.

Epitome of Perfection

A: It seems like a small price to pay – not hav-
ing gone through a lot of exes – to find the 

“epitome of perfection” right out of the gate. Take 
my word for it, if this relationship lasts a lifetime (or 
even 10 years) you will not have missed anything 
important, and you will have gained a wonderful 
relationship.

It’s just a dance!

Q: I wanted to take salsa lessons and my partner, 
“Janis,” didn’t want to take them. This upset 

me at first, especially since Janis is a good dancer. I 

got mad at Janis and pouted a lot, which made her 
mad at me; she told me to grow up. I realized that I 
was acting like a little kid who didn’t get her way, 
so I decided to stop pouting, find a salsa partner and 
learn to dance. 

Now, Janis is pouting. She gets upset every 
week because it really takes two nights a week – one 
night for my lesson and one night out practicing my 
salsa – with my dance partner. (Our dance teacher is 
very clear that if we don’t practice, we won’t be able 
to really get any good at it, and I want to get good 
at it.) We go to a local bar to practice. 

I get the feeling that Janis is worried about my 
cheating on her – she denies this, but I don’t believe 
her. Believe me, there is nothing going on between 
me and my dancing partner, other than the fact that 
we both love to salsa dance. She has a partner as 
well, and it seems to me that she is very happy with 
her life partner. 

I don’t want anything to come between Janis 
and me. Nothing is that important. But I really love 
what I’m doing right now with my dancing. Do you 
think I should give up the salsa so as not to jeopardize 
my relationship with her?

To Salsa or Not

A: If you give up salsa dancing, you will end 
up resenting Janis and that will jeopardize 

your relationship. It is important for both people in 
a relationship to have their own interests honored 
and supported by the other one. If we, as individu-
als, can’t grow in our relationships, we will find 
our relationship stifling. You and Janis need to talk 
about this concept.

P.S.: Why not invite Janis to come out to the 
bar the night that you and your dancing partner 
practice? She may get the desire to join you, along 
with understanding your desire for salsa and not 
your dance partner. 

 

Jody Valley spent 12 years as a clinical social 
worker. She worked with the LGBT community 
both as a counselor and a workshop leader in the 
areas ofcoming out, self-esteem and relationship 
issues. Reach Jody at DearJodyValley@hotmail.
com. The Dear Jody column appears weekly. Let-
ters may be edited.
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Q Puzzle Hot to Trot

Meet Dolly, a delightful one-year-old, 
56-pound Hound mix who is patiently 

waiting to find a home to call her own! Dolly 
is a friendly and happy girl, who just loves 
to snuggle up for petting and affection. She 
also enjoys playing and exploring the great 
outdoors. Her adoption fee includes age-ap-
propriate vaccinations and much more. Please 
visit or call the Michigan Humane Society 
Rochester Hills Center for Animal Care at 248-
852-7420 and provide Dolly’s Pet ID number, 
A07811901.

Solution to puzzle on page 25

Across
 1 Sweaty guys get pinned to them
 5 Sites for three women in a tub
 9 It’s a bust
14 Need a massage
15 Whitman’s “When Lilacs ___ in 

the Dooryard Bloom’d”
16 Gertrude’s partner
17 Legal wrong
18 “___ put it another way ...”
19 Takes a breather
20 Soldier’s stud?
23 Nuts
24 Roz of _Frasier_
25 Halloween cry

28 Fast flier of old
29 Randy’s skating partner
31 Bernie Taupin’s contributions
33 Susie of lesbian erotica
36 Island of Diamond Head Beach
37 Come-on after following a gay 

guy?
41 Club for Sheehan
42 Chased (away)
43 Like Jay’s Bob
46 Roast beef au ___
47 Actor Mineo
50 One of the Stooges
51 Scarlett off “Gone With the 

Wind”
54 Frank behind the scenes

56 Freedom to read Capote?
58 Moisten boxers
61 “Even ___ speak”
62 Non-Judy garlands
63 He gives gifts in stockings
64 Prick
65 Roughly
66 Best example
67 Comic-juggler Felder
68 Waters down

Down
 1 Figure skater Doug
 2 Nuts of a tall one
 3 It’s deep in a movie title
 4 ___ Hall University

 5 Fruit flavor for gin
 6 Shining examples
 7 Prefix with physics
 8 White’s “A Boy’s Own ___ “
 9 Frank of the House
10 Jackie’s designer
11 Liza, to Lorna
12 Sept. follower
13 Month in Madrid
21 Dish name
22 Not in the pink
25 Antigay prejudice, e.g.
26 Phil of folk music
27 Home of the Buckeyes
30 Be under the weather
32 Yellow-brick way
33 Undoing
34 Skeptical ejaculation
35 Homeric subject
37 Threesome
38 Tevye, to Harvey
39 “___ go, girl!”
40 Joe of “JFK”
41 Belief system
44 Tom Wilkinson film about a 

transsexual
45 Day before saying “TGIF”
47 Half of a pair of balls
48 Nancy Azara, for example
49 Rodeo ropes
52 Gather up
53 Bob Marley, e.g.
55 Tickled pink
56 “See ya”
57 C&W star McEntire
58 CBS show in which semen may 

be evidence
59 Way cool
60 Hydrocarbon suffixPet of the Week made possible by 

Patterson Dog & Cat Hospital
3800 Grand River Ave., Detroit

313-832-7282
www.pattersondogandcat.com



29�	�i�Ì�Ü�i�i�˜�Ê�/�…�i�Ê���ˆ�˜�i�Ã�Ê�U�Ê���Õ�•�Þ�Ê�Î�ä�]�Ê�Ó�ä�ä�™

Detroit Area
Adams Apple, 
Detroit, 
(313) 240-8482

Amici’s Living 
Room, 
Berkley,  
(248) 544-4100

Backstreet, 
Detroit, 
(313) 838-6699

Body Zone 
Health Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 366-9663

Como’s, Fern-
dale, 
(248) 548-5005

Detroit Eagle, 
Detroit, 
(313) 873-6969

Diamond Jim’s, 
Detroit,  
(313) 336-8680

Flamingo, 
Pontiac, 
(248) 253-0430

Gigi’s, Detroit, 
(313) 584-6525

Gold Coast, 
Detroit, 
(313) 366-6135

Hayloft Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 581-8913

Innuendo, 
Detroit 
(313) 891-5798

Palladium, 
Detroit 
(313) 865-9766

Pandora’s Box, 
Detroit 
(313) 892-8120

Pink, Detroit 
(313) 521-8433

Pronto!, Royal 
Oak, 
(248) 544-7900

R&R Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 849-2751

The Rainbow 
Room 
Detroit,  
(313) 891-1020

Score Nightclub, 
St. Clair Shores. 
(586) 776-1320

Soho, Ferndale. 
(248) 542-7646

Stilettos, Inkster, 
(734) 729-8980

Stinger’s, 
Detroit, 
(313) 892-1765

The Works, 
Detroit,  
(313) 961-1742

TNT Health 
Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 341-5322 

The Woodward, 
(313) 872-0166

Zippers, Detroit,  
(313) 892-8120

Off Broadway 
East, Detroit,  
(313) 526-8401

Flint/Sag-
inaw/ 
Port Huron
Club Triangle, 
Flint, 
(810) 767-7550

The Heidelberg, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 771-9508

Merry Inn, Flint, 
(810) 234-9481

Mixx Nightclub 
& Metro Grille, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 498-4022

North Star, Flint, 
(810) 235-2752

The Pachyderm 
Pub, 
Flint,  
(810) 744-4960

Pub 43,  
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 458-2205

Seekers,  
Port Huron, 
(810) 985-9349

The State Bar, 
Flint, 
(810) 767-7050

The Zoo, Flint,  
(810) 249-0267

Lansing Area
Club 505, 
(517) 374-6312

X-Cel,  
(517) 484-2399

Esquire Club, 
(517) 487-5338

Spiral, 
(517) 371-3221

Ann Arbor/
Ypsilanti
\aut\ Bar, 
Ann Arbor, 
(734) 994-3677

Necto (Friday),  
Ann Arbor, (734) 
994-5436

Western 
Michigan
The Apartment, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-0815

Club Mo’z &  
Pauly’s Pub, 
Muskegon Hts., 
(231) 830-0190

Diplomat Health 
Club, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 452-3757

Diversions, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-3800

The Dunes 
Resort 
Douglas,  
(269) 857-1401

Partners,  
Battle Creek, 
(269) 964-7276

Pub 43, 
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 458-2205

Rumours,  
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 454-8720

Tradewinds, 
Kalamazoo, 
(269) 383-1814

The Zoo, 
Kalamazoo, 
(269) 382-9966

Northern 
Michigan
Side Traxx, 
Traverse City, 
(231) 935-1666

Club connection

1

�H�X�Z�c�Z���8�]�Z�X�`

@ Club Gold 
Coast’s 34th 
Anniversary ...
 
1. Michael and Curly
2. Brandon, Daniel, Justin, 
Tammy and Jo
3. AJ, Eric and Dennis
4. John and Duke
5. Jimmy, Todd, Don and John
 

BTL photos: Danielle

2

3

4

5
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�9�Z�Z�e���>�c�h�^�Y�Z���=�d�a�a�n�l�d�d�Yby Romeo San Vicente

Romeo San Vicente did volunteer stunt work in “The Porne Ultimatum” but his scenes were left on the cutting 
room �oor. He can be reached care of this publication or at DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.

���V���À�i�>�“�Þ�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê
���V�-�Ì�i�>�“�Þ�Ê�…�ˆ�Ì�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê
big McScreen
For “Grey’s Anatomy” fans, the fact that Garry 
Marshall’s new ensemble romantic comedy “Val-
entine’s Day” features both Patrick Dempsey and 
Eric Dane is reason enough to hit the TiVo pause 
and get out to a movie theater. But this romantic 
comedy, about an intersecting collection of love-
misadventures in L.A., offers a special bonus for 
queer moviegoers: Dane is reportedly playing a 
hot-shot sexpot NFL quarterback with a secret 
– he’s a gay guy having a DL relationship with 
another guy played by “Hangover” star Bradley 
Cooper. Marshall is assembling a top-drawer cast 
for this one; also slated to star are Julia Roberts, 
Anne Hathaway, Shirley MacLaine, Jessica Alba, 
Jessica Biel (together at last!), Jennifer Garner, 
Ashton Kutcher and Topher Grace. Shooting 
started in early July, so get ready to celebrate 
�³�9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�¶�V���'�D�\�´���E�\���O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���J�U�X�P�S�\���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O��
statements issued by the NFL in 2010.

�,�Õ�«�i�À�Ì�Ê�
�Û�i�À�i�Ì�Ì�Ê
�`�À�>�}�Ã�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�Õ�«�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�¼�-�Ì�°�Ê
�/�À�ˆ�˜�ˆ�>�˜�½�Ã�½�Ê�Ã�i�µ�Õ�i�•
While we Americans impatiently await the 
release later this year of “St. Trinian’s,” a 2007 
remake of a classic 1950s British comedy about 
�D���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�R�U���O�D�U�F�H�Q�R�X�V���\�R�X�Q�J���J�L�U�O�V�����W�K�H���¿�O�P���K�D�V��
already been successful enough in the U.K. to 
spawn a sequel. “St. Trinian’s: The Legend of 
Fritton’s Gold” (nice “City Slickers” shout-out 
there) will once again feature Rupert Everett in 
drag as Miss Fritton, the stentorian headmistress 
of this diabolical institution of higher learning. 
Also along for the ride this time are Colin Firth, 
David Tennant and Gemma Arterton. (Russell 
Brand is rumored to make an appearance as 
well.) Currently in production, the “St. Trin-
ian’s” sequel is set for a Christmas release for 
the Brits, but at this rate Yank audiences may 
�¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� ���������� �W�R�� �F�D�W�F�K�� �D��
glimpse. Unfair!

���œ�V�Ê�i�Ý�>�“�ˆ�˜�i�Ã�Ê�	�i�Ì�Ì�i�Ê
���>�Û�ˆ�Ã�½�Ê�¼�+�Õ�i�i�À�Ê���V�œ�˜�½�Ê
�Ã�Ì�>�Ì�Õ�Ã

If you’ve ever launched into an “All About Eve” 
impersonation after the third cocktail or uttered 
“What a dump!” upon arrival at any less-than-
A-list establishment, then you know the impact 
that the screen appearances of Bette Davis had 
on generations of gay men. A new documentary, 
“Queer Icon: The Cult of Bette Davis,” takes 
a closer look at how the star of “Jezebel” and 
“What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?” imprinted 
her extra-strength personality on her devoted 
gay following. And if you’re one of those new-
millennial queers who rolls his eyes at old-school 
divas, the movie also asks tough questions about 
whether she’s the sort of icon that modern gay 
men even need any more. Having premiered this 
�V�X�P�P�H�U���L�Q���6�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R�����W�K�H���¿�O�P���L�V���P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W�V��
way around the festival circuit and is headed to 
a screen near you. Fasten your seatbelts.

� �œ�Ì�Ê�•�Õ�Ã�Ì�Ê�>�Ê�,�Õ�“�i�À�\�Ê
�7�ˆ�•�•�ˆ�Ã�Ê�}�Õ�i�Ã�Ì�Ê�Ã�Ì�>�À�Ã�Ê
�>�Ã�Ê�¼�™�ä�Ó�£�ä�½�Ê�•�i�Ã�L�ˆ�>�˜
Fans who remember the original “Beverly Hills 
90210” will recall that gay characters usually fell 
into the sad, tormented and “very special episode” 
category, like that football player who came out 
to Kelly and then was barely ever seen again. 
These days, special-guest gays are more likely to 
add a little sass and pizzazz to the proceedings, 
and that’s probably what to expect when Rumer 
Willis makes a one-shot appearance on the new 
“90210” this fall. While she’s most famous for 
being the offspring of Bruce Willis and Demi 
Moore, young Rumer demonstrated her comic 
chops last summer in “The House Bunny.” Who 
knows what sparks she’ll set off when she goes 
to work for the “Blaze News,” the student paper 
�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �¿�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �:�H�V�W�� �%�H�Y�H�U�O�\�� �+�L�J�K���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �K�H�U��
episode of “90210” airs this fall? And, really, why 
just one episode? Can’t she just stick around and 
stir up all those interchangeable girls? Romeo 
casts a big “yes” vote.

Bradley Cooper
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